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Next Stop: New Horizons and Big Dreams

Bottom Row, left to right: Estrella Clarke, Albany High School (AHS), UC Santa Barbara; Guinevere Troxell, El Cerrito High School
(ECHS), UC Santa Cruz (UCSC); Carino Trevino, AHS, San Diego State University (SDSU); Andrew Li, AHS, UC Berkeley (CAL); Ally
Tuft, ECHS, CAL; Hannah Ford, ECHS, UC Los Angeles (UCLA); Zo€ Weintraub, ECHS, Cal Poly SLO; Isabela Chan, ECHS, University
of Southern California; Olivia Van Herick, Saint Mary’s High School (SMHS), Tufts University.
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Middle Row, left to right: Lucy Anderson, SMHS, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT); Flora Sherris-Watt, SMHS, Gap year;
Ruby Miller, ECHS, UCSG; Lillian Johansson, Bentley High School, Oberlin University; Liana Barker, ECHS, Berkeley City College
(BCC); Noah Novickas, ECHS, University of Oregon (UO); Aidan Herp, ECHS, Cal Poly SLO; William Bowden, ECHS, UCLA; Walter
Marpavng, Miramonte High School, UO; Catherine Stechschulte, ECHS, New York University.

Top Row, left to right: Lily Stoliarchouk, SMHS, Cal State University Long Beach; Eleanor Dilling Chappelear, ECHS, Vassar Col-
lege; William Snyder, ECHS, BCC; Elsa Schroeder, Miramonte High School, University of Montana; Andrea Garcia, College Park High
School, Cal Poly SLO; Brighton Lo, ECHS, BCC; Storm Tananbaum, ECHS, University of Toronto; Julien Pineau, ECHS, BCC; Guillermo
Medrano, ECHS, Northeastern University; Reggie Bernham, ECHS, Whittier College; Jake Hewett, ECHS, UO; Aidan Singer, ECHS, Syra-
cuse University, Varshaun Giles, ECHS, Contra Costa College (CCC); Micah Sakita, Salesian High School, Cal State Monterey Bay Univer-
sity; Roman Hewett, ECHS, St. Mary’s College; Pasha Azar, AHS, CCC; Kyle Chan, ECHS, UO. (See more seniors, page 3)
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Kensington & Beyond Update

LISTED - BREATHTAKING VIEW!

921 Clark Place & 944 Arlington Blvd.

3BR/2BA

offering, presented at $2,900,000

Three separate buildable parcels totaling 68,401 +/- sq. ft. — and a coveted bonus: a
striking 3BR/2BA Modernist home. The site is nothing short of spectacular, with cap-
tivating panoramic views of the Bay. 944 Arlington Blvd. is also available for separate
sale, complete with site specific building plans. Envision your dream family compound or
a private sanctuary all your own — the possibilities are truly extraordinary.

Local Market Snapshot: April 1- May 6, 2026

What is the hottest market in the East Bay? Kensington! (Average Days on the Market =

12 - 14 days.) Here is the comparison:

Median %
City Sale Price

Median Median % Above
Square Feet The List Price

Kensington $1,750,000

1,966 sq ft. 40%

El Cerrito $1,100,000

1,449 sq ft. 1%

Berkeley $1,713,000

1,854 sq ft. 23%

Albany $1,310,000

1478 sqf 10%

Recognized for decades as the top individual agent in Kensington
and ranked among the Top 10 agents in our Berkeley office in
2025. Specializing in trusts and residential real estate. If you are
considering selling or wish to know the value of your home, call
me. The appointment is confidential and complimentary. Consider

me your real estate resource.

Ruth Frassetto, CRS | 510.697.8606 | ruthfrassetto@compass.com | DRE 00779030

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All mate-

rial presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Exact dimensions can be obtained
by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already

Classified Ads
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Berkeley Baroque Strings Presents
a Handel Extravaganza

By Rose Fujimoto

The Berkeley Baroque Strings will perform its final concert of the season as part of
the Berkeley Early Music Festival Fringe Concerts. The 30-piece string orchestra has
performed at every Berkeley Early Music Festival since its founding and twice at the Boston
Early Music Festival.

Saturday’s concert celebrates the works of George Frideric Handel and includes selections
from his popular Water Music, Suite 111 in G Major. Guest artist and local Bay Area resident
Arthur Omura is featured in the Organ Concerto in B-flat. “Waft Her, Angels, Through the
Skies” from Jephtha will be sung by tenor Barrie Cowan, and soprano Caroline Jou Armit-
age is highlighted in “Da tempeste il legno infranto” (The wood battered by the storm)
from Giulio Cesare. Concerti Grossi, op. 6, nos. 9 and 12, round out the program.

The Berkeley Baroque Strings was originally initiated by Bay Area amateur string play-
ers with a passion for early music. Members perform with Baroque style bows and instru-
ments using gut strings. For its musical director, the core founding group recruited Kati Kyme,
arenowned Baroque violinist. A longtime member of the Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra,
Agave Baroque, and a founding member of the Cantata Collective, her informed guidance and
enthusiasm continues to be an inspiration to the musicians.

The concert is Saturday, June 6, at 4pm at its new concert venue, the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 1 Lawson Rd, Kensington. Admission is pay what you can at the door. For full
program listing visit https:/www.berkeleybaroquestrings.org

Attention Bookworms:
Book Club Will Continue

By Debbie Hamati

While the Kensington Library is undergoing renovations, the Kensington Book Group
will continue meeting according to our routine schedule on the 4th Tuesday of each
month, 6:15 to 7:45pm on Zoom. This group is open to all and welcomes newcomers.

We read classics and modern fiction, with titles recommended by members. A special
aspect of our group is that our facilitator, Betsy Beazley, provides research on the book’s
background and author and solicits questions from the group in advance of the meet-
ings. These questions provide a take-off point for the discussion, enabling us to dig deeply
into the characters, language, and issues in our books.

On June 23, the book is Eudora Welty’s The Optimist’s Daughter. This Pulitzer-Prize
winning novel published in 1972 explores the themes of love, grief, and complexities of
family relationships in New Orleans when Laurel McKelva Hand returns home to care for
her dying father.

To receive a Zoom invitation, email Kensingtonbookgroup2026@gmail.com.

The upcoming schedule starting in July: July 28: Amitav Ghosh, Sea of Poppies;

Aug. 25: Yasunari Kawabata, Snow Country; Sept. 22: Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet
on the Western Front; Oct. 27: Charlotte Bronte, Villette; Nov. 17: Monica Woods, How to
Read a Book; Dec. 29: Anne Tyler, Breathing Lessons.

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING-

Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood resto-
ration, color consultation. License #721226. Kens-
ington references. 510-655-9267 for free estimate.

BAYWOOD BUILDING AND DESIGN -
Contractor with 47+ yrs experience in home
remodeling & renovation. Creative solutions for
kitchens, baths, additions, ADUs, etc.

Local references. baywoodbuilding.com / Yelp
Lic. 357706-B / Call Robert 510-798-5808

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER-Quality
Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. Learn
more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Contact: nan@
nanphelps.com or phone 510-528-8845

YOUR GREEN GARDENERS-Unique, Beautiful,
Sustainable Garden Designs. Garden Maintenance,
Clean-Ups & Tree Pruning. Email: yourgreengar-
deners@gmail.com. www.yourgreengardeners.com

CAL ESTATE RESOLUTION - Thoughtful help
with senior moves, downsizing, estate clean-outs.
Sorting, donation, contents sale. Bonded & insured.
calestateresolution.com 510-459-6777

HELPING HANDS personalized concierge
services: organization, book keeping, downsizing.
Kensington res., local references. 510-735-6965.

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR-Kitchens &
baths, expert home repairs, handyman services.
Reliable. Lic#606634 Thomas Cuniff Construction
415-378-2007

KENSINGTON DEYLIVERY- Affordable delivery
service for community residents. John Dey 510-610-4638

Classified Ad Placement
Monthly rates $8 per line (two-line minimum),
45 characters or spaces per line. Ad form at
www.kensingtonoutlook.com or scan this
QR code.

Classifieds must be prepaid and received
by the 10th of the month
preceding publication.
You can also mail an

ad to

PO Box 2212, El Cerrito,
CA 94530.

SEMIFREDDI’S

e

RETAIL BAKE SHOP
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON, CA 94707
(510) 596-9935

OPEN DAILY: 7:30AM - 3PM
VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

LICENSE #721226

AURORA

PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
WATERPROOF COATINGS
WOOD RESTORATION
COLOR CONSULTATION
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
BONDED + INSURED
KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

510:655-9267

www.aurora-painting.com

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.
|

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

* Interior and exterior

* Waterproofing

* Renovation and restoration
* EPA certified painters

* All work guaranteed

510.654.3339

www.omnipainting.com

The Kensington Community Council is dedicated to
the improvement, development, and education of the

K ENSINGT ON
community, and to the promotion of social welfare in
Kensington. It enriches the community by providing edu- O U T L O O K
cational and recreational programs for all ages and by
publishing the Outlook, a monthly newsletter that covers
local events and issues. KCC also provides a forum for
all Kensington community groups to meet and coordi-
nate their respective efforts toward the common good of
the community.

EDITOR
LINNEA DUE
ADVERTISING MANAGER
ALMA KEY
PUBLISHER
KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
59 Arlington Ave, Kensington, CA 94707-1307
Published ten times a year by the nonprofit
Kensington Community Council. (Monthly,
except for the combined July/August and
December/January issues.) Available online
at www.KensingtonOutlook.com. Non-Kensington
residents can subscribe by mail for $10 annually.

JULY-AUGUST-2026

DEADLINES

Advertising Deadline < JUN 8
Editorial Deadline < JUN10

Editorial.........
editor@KensingtonOutlook.com
Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those Advertising........cceeeee.e 510-508-3241

of the writers and do not reflect the opinion of the Out-
look, its editor, or the Kensington Community CounciL-
etters must be signed and include the resident’s phone
number and address (which will not be printed). Letters
350 words or under will appear in the print edition (space
permitting). Any letter over 350 words will be printed in
the online edition only. Publication of letters and articles
is subject to space and the editor’s discretion. Obituar-
ies of Kensington residents are printed without charge.
All material must be received by the 10th of the month
preceding issue date; submit by email to editor@kens-
ingtonoutlook.com. No press releases or PDFs; Word
documents or text in the body of an email are acceptable.

Use one space, not two, after all periods.

advertising@KensingtonOutlook.com

Display and Classified
Advertising

Classified ad rates are $8 a line
(45 characters or spaces) with
a two-line minimum. Find
the ad form online at www.
kensingtonoutlook.com or use
the QR code here. For display ad reservations and
classified questions, please contact our advertising
manager by phone or email listed above. See infor-
mation about letters to the editor to your left. Other
mail can be sent to 59 Arlington Ave., Kensington,
CA 94707.
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Kensington Library Goes
Dark Mid-July

An Interview with Librarian Jenny Rockwell
By Lin Due

Kensington residents are fretting over the library’s long closure for
necessary renovations, a shutdown expected to last at least a year and
likely longer. That closure starts in mid-July.

Library Manager Jenny Rockwell talked about the function that the library plays in Kens-
ington, a role that looms larger than in many other communities. The library is the only
community space open all day long.

“The library is a free-for-all drop-in space where you can get free seeds, check out
books,” Rockwell said. “Parents can hang out while their kids are coloring, people can use
the wi-fi while their house is being remodeled, we host art shows that build community.”

She talked about the Friends of the Kensington Library and youngsters: “The FKL gen-
erates passion around recycling books and having a place where your books find a second
home. The kids that come in develop friendly relationships with other kids and with
Charles in particular.” That would be Charles Hargrove, who as the beloved Mr. Charles,
runs the family time story hour and other kid-oriented programs, such as the scavenger
hunt. He famously greets kids with a high-five emblem on a stick.

“All the staff are here to help,” Rockwell continued. ‘The staff really likes to talk about
online resources.”

Those resources will come in handy during the shutdown, since no book trucks will fill
in the gap. “There is no funding or bandwidth for that,” Rockwell said, explaining that
funds are being used for five remodels across the county library system. She noted that
Kensington has nearby alternatives: North Berkeley, Albany, and El Cerrito.

The knitting group and the sewing group have found temporary homes at Arlington
Community Church, and the Kensington Library Book Club will continue to operate
online, though it was required to change its name to the Kensington Book Club as the
library will not sponsor it during the closure.

No group that requires a librarian’s presence will operate during the time the library is
closed—no Read to a Dog, no Storytime, no special events. “El Cerrito operates a Story-
time and so do Berkeley and Albany,” Rockwell said. “El Cerrito also has Read to a Dog.
There are seed libraries at other locations.”

She explained that the staff will all be working elsewhere. “That is the bittersweet part
of the closure,” she said. “It’s going to be a loss for sure.”

Rockwell is upbeat about the renovations, though. (See the May Outlook for schematics
and descriptions of the remodel, which is extensive.) “It’s going to be exciting. We’ll have
new furniture, the deck, the ADA parking lot and restrooms, new windows.”

The small parking lot at the back of the library, with its shed for donated books to FKL,
is being repurposed for ADA parking and PG&E needs for the new HVAC system. “That
parking lot can’t have the shed any longer,” Rockwell said.

The Kensington Community Services District stepped up to offer part of the long-
shuttered Annex to be used as a repository for the Friends’ books. Those books fill the
tables at the FKL'’s two annual sales and bring in funds for special programs such as Wild
Things (held this month on June 18), new books, and even furniture for the library.

However, in a May 7 email to KCSD interim general manager David Aranda, FKL
president Cathy Travlos said that the Friends would not be collecting books or holding
sales during the library closure, which she estimates at around 18 months. The Friends
are now asking to put a shed on the old Tot Lot site, between the library parking lot and
Kensington Park’s playground.

As to the worry residents have expressed that our favorite librarians won’t return after
such a long absence, Rockwell offered reassurances: “This library is going to be so beau-
tiful with new everything. Everyone will want to work here.”

Seniors Abroad and Afoot

L)

(Top row, from Left to Right) A frisbee tournament took precedence over the senior
photo shoot, but these three managed to stage their own photo op. From left to right:
Christian Novickas, St. Mary’s, UC Santa Cruz; Charlie Pryor, ECHS, University of
Washington; Amir Hollander, ECHS, UC Santa Cruz.

Constance Lebofsky: “I moved back to France in 2022 and attended St. Marie’s middle
school and high school in my hometown of Antony, in the South suburb of Paris. I am
planning on attending a preparatory class to study math and economics to get into a
French or Canadian business school.”

Zoya Rezainia: I moved to Sydney, Australia in 9th grade, and have been attending
MLC School since. I am graduating in September. I will be staying in Australia for uni-
versity, either attending Australian National University, or University of Melbourne, to do
a dual degree of data science and statistics, and sociology and economics.

(Bottom row) Max Johnston attended Kensington Hilltop for K-2. He is graduating from
Carlmont High School, in Belmont, CA, in June. He will be attending Purdue University
in West Lafayette, IN, to study Engineering this fall.

Jacob Pinguelo: I attend Marin Academy High School and am planning to attend UCLA
in the fall as a Music Industry major.

Alexander Bacon is graduating from Chapel Hill High School in Chapel Hill, North
Carolina. He plans to study as an automotive technician.

KENSINGTON
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ensington Park’d Draws Hundreds
for Launch Night
By Meghan Murphy and Rachel Wood

Kensington Park’d officially kicked off on May 8 with beautiful weather, hundreds of
attendees, long stretches of kids playing across the field, and neighbors lingering well past
sunset to catch up over tacos, poke, rotisserie chicken, Cajun food, and Kona Ice.

Families spread blankets across the upper field of Kensington Park, kids bounced
between the playground and climbable trees on the hillside, and local band the Landlines
kept the energy going with a set that had people dancing near the trucks and music drift-
ing across the park. Many attendees stayed for hours, turning a food truck night into a
genuine and lively community gathering.

The event was organized in partner-
ship with the Kensington Community
Services District, Kensington Commu-
nity Council, and the Foodie Crew, an
East Bay food truck event company that
helped bring together the lineup of local
vendors and make the event possible.

The biggest challenge of the evening?
The lines. Organizers expected a good
turnout, but strong neighborhood demand
exceeded expectations at several trucks
during peak dinner hours.

To help with that, the next event will
feature additional trucks and expanded
food options to keep lines moving faster.

Kensington Park’d returns Friday, June
12 (the last day of school) from 5-8pm
at Kensington Park’s upper field. A new
live music act will headline the evening,
with details and truck announcements
coming soon.

The series will continue the second
Friday of each month through October.

Bring your picnic blanket and come hungry on June 12, 5-8pm. Free to attend. Updates
at kensingtonfoodtrucks.com

KPD Patrol Log, April

4/1 Grand Theft, 300 block Colusa Ave. Video was obtained identifying suspects but
case was suspended due to insufficient leads.

4/3 Grand Theft, 200 block Colusa Ave. Catalytic converter theft. Despite evidence col-
lection and neighbor contacts, leads were exhausted and case closed.

4/4 Burglary from motor vehicle, 200 block Amherst Ave. No witnesses or evidence.
4/9 Found property, Franciscan Way. Keys found on the sidewalk.

4/14 Petty Theft, Kerr Ave. Contents of an Amazon package missing.

4/18 Found property, Arlington Ave. Key found, returned to owner.

4/22 Property damage, Cowper Ave. Fence damaged, neighbors questioned and video
reviewed, no suspect identified.

4/24 Grand Theft, 600 block Coventry Rd. Theft of license plate. No leads, case closed.

Thank You for Contributing to
KCC Survey

By Cathy Garza

With over 60 years of service and programming behind us, Kensington Community
Council (KCC) is now undergoing a strategic review, ensuring that our programs/
services and events align with community needs. In March, KCC surveyed our
community about program/service priorities, methods of communication and reach, and
program participation.

You may remember seeing us at Raxakoul or at the Farmer’s Market, or maybe you got
a friendly email from a KCC board member asking for your participation.

We are happy to report that we received almost 300 responses. Thank you for
participating and thanks especially to those of you offering to be in a focus group: we are
thrilled to have solid community involvement as we shape KCC'’s future role!

The KCC strategic planning committee is analyzing the results and will share our
findings later this year in the Outlook. If you would like to join us to help shape KCC’s
future, please contact KCC at president@kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org

Our Mission: KCC enriches life in Kensington by offering recreational programs and com-
munity events for all ages to build connection, volunteerism, belonging, and joy.
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Top Concerns of Residents:
Police, Fire, and More

By Gail Feldman

What are the current concerns of Kensington homeowners? This past October, the
Kensington Property Owners Association (KPOA) mailed all Kensington residents a
brief survey to select their three top Kensington community priority concerns from a list
of eleven, in order to guide KPOA’s workplan and community engagement.

The survey responses were compiled and analyzed this spring. The results found that
locating the police station in Kensington is a top concern of respondents, ranked number
one with 58 percent of responses out of all the issues, very closely followed by imple-
menting wildfire safety measures (57 percent). The results are in this table:

Handrails, Pavement Improvements
on the Paths

By Rodney Paul

Exciting changes are being implemented
on Kensington’s walking paths, a direct
result of the decision last year to achieve
ownership of three paths for public use by
the Kensington Police Protection and Com-
munity Services District. The reorganized
district, the Kensington Community Ser-
vices District, kicked off a project in March
to install handrails on the Beloit and Coven-

PRIISPECT SIERRA

' Making a
Positive

try paths. It also has plans to make pavement Issue Rank | Votes Rggmo?]rgjte%fts*
improvements in multiple locations. P
Contra Costa County has allocated Siting a police headquarters within Kensington’s borders 1 70 58.3%
$35’000 per year for five years to .make Fire safety measures incl evacuation drills and red 0
improvements to the paths. The district has flag day street parking restrictions 2 68 56.7%
committed to spending $30,000 a year for — . 35 8%
; : . path maintenance and improvement. These Budget and priority satting for KGSD 3 43 o"
Immersed i joyful SCh‘:'c'I‘mmmu" iy, new projects are being implemented using Evaluating the status and future of KCSD finances 4 39 32.5%
Prospect Sierra students think and feel those funds. ——— —
: " L. . Establishing Firewise communities throughout all 0
deeply. dgwglgp a lifelong love of learning, The district sponsored a walking tour on of Kensington 5 34 28.3%
and are pre red to make a positive im ct March 14 that was attended by 35 people. - - - - -
et w'lrldpja P pa-. | Supervisor John Gioia joined the group at Tree View Obstructions on neighboring properties 6 32 26.7%
:he beg;riﬁing ?Ed:p?ﬁ(e about th?timgort'h Road improvements and maintenance 7 26 21.7%
Campus Tours for Eall 2026 _— ance of the paths to the community. On the e A , , , —
P ; ) ' ; tour, I discussed how the paths were created  Photo by Mark Altenberg Reduction of AC Transit Service & elimination of 8 23 19.2%
Now Available in the early 20™ century to facilitate access to the light rail transportation of the Key LI STREE B DA BHAT
System. After the trains stopped running in 1958. Kensington residents continued using Kensington’s garbage and recycling rates 9 1 9.2%
the 11 walking paths to get around on foot. . ” 10 )
The Pathkeepers organized a volunteer cleanup of the Beloit path on March 21, working ADU regulations and other housing development 6 o%
on wooden steps that needed maintenance. Other path cleanups are planned for June 27 Other: Undergrounding utilities 11 4 3.3%

and Oct. 17 from 10am-noon. We’d love to have you join one of our work parties!

When Kensington’s subdivisions were laid out, the developer offered the paths for
public use to the county along with the streets and sidewalks. At the time, the county did
not accept the paths. This changed last year when the county voted to accept three paths
and immediately conveyed them to the district.

There are still seven paths that lack official public ownership, including two that have
been blocked by adjacent neighbors and are not passable. The Pathkeepers advocate
acquisition of these remaining paths by KCSD. It will also continue organizing path
cleanups, recommending improvement projects to the district and soliciting donations License# 01896893
from the community to enable more work to be done.

This is great news for all who enjoy walking around Kensington. The paths are a safe About me Bl ) SRRIID RSN, B E 6

= pAv]

The survey return rate was approximately five percent of Kensington’s occupied resi-
dential properties—a small response pool that is common in this type of survey.

To contact KPOA, go to www.kpoa.net or email kpoassoc@gmail.com to get more
information on applying to serve on the board.

If you are thinking about a move in 2026, I'd welcome the opportunity to
talk. All consultations are complimentary and confidential.

English, Mandarin, Cantonese
415.503.7363 | t.zhou@ggsir.com
tracyzhou.goldengatesir.com

| Outlook Intern Selected for
International Studies

By Lin Due
Last year Westley Burnham responded to an ad in the Outlook
for high school interns interested in journalism—and now the

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated

Wild Things Is Back Plus Author
and Artist Talks

By Jenny Rockwell

Enjoy free programs offered by the Kensington Library at 61 Arlington Avenue. Call
510-524-3043 with questions. Thank you to the Friends of Kensington Library for making
library programs possible.

Tues, June 2, 6:30pm Friends of the Kensington Library Friends of the Kensington
Library, a 501c (3) nonprofit organization, has worked to improve and financially support
library services in Kensington since 1959. Open to all Kensington residents.

Tues, June 2, 6:30pm Castoff’s Knitting Club Meets on the 1st Tuesday of each
month. Open to all levels of knitters. Bring your own yarn!

Tuesdays, June 2,9, 16, 23, 30, 6:30pm Family Storytime Lots of picture book fun
with Mr. Charles!

Tues, June 9, 6:30pm Mona Halaby: Author Talk Berkeley resident Mona Hajjar
Halaby, a Palestinian American educator, writer and social historian, discusses her
book In My Mother’s Footsteps. Described as a moving and heart-rendering journey of
a daughter discovering her roots and recovering her mother’s beloved past, Halaby will
discuss her work and her efforts toward preserving Palestinian culture and heritage.

Tues, June 16, 2-5pm Cloth Produce Bag Sewing Circle Join the Kensington Seam-
sters Union, local 94707 in transforming donated natural fiber fabric into bags, which will
be given out for free at the Kensington Farmers Market. We need you to help measure,
cut, iron sew and thread drawstrings, and create community.

Thurs, June 18, 2pm Conservation Ambassadors’ Wild Things Get ready to embark
on an incredible journey of discovery! Join Wild Things as they explore the fascinat-
ing world of wildlife, featuring some of the most intriguing and beautiful animals on
the planet. From fur to feathers to scales, they’ll take you up close and personal with a
diverse range of species. This popular event—arrive early for best seats—is held on the
Community Center lawn across from the library.

Tues, June 23, Read to a Dog Join us and a licensed therapy dog for a 15-minute read-
ing session every fourth Tuesday afternoon, 3-4pm. Same day, drop in sign up starts 15
minutes before the read session.

Tuesday, June 23, 6:15-7:45pm Kensington Library Book Club The club meets
online via Zoom, usually on the fourth Tuesday. The selection for June is The Optimist’s
Daughter, by Eudora Welty.

Thurs, June 25, 2pm Family Game Fun Come join us for summer game fun. We
will have kid-friendly games, along with staff to explain the rules. Games will be geared
towards elementary school age, but we will also have some games for older patrons.

June 1 - August 1, 2026, Summer Reading Plant a Seed, Read! The Contra Costa
County Library’s 2026 summer literacy program runs from June 1 to August 1. Every
reader who completes a passport or the online challenge with Beanstack is eligible for a
free book and a chance to win prizes.

Saturday, June 6, 2:00 — 4:30pm Artist Meet and Greet with Duane M Conliffe. Art
Exhibit SPECTRUM on display in June through mid-July. Come meet the artist whose
work features abstract light paintings capturing the intangible and transforming the fleet-
ing into the eternal. Artist website: www.dcfoto.co

way to get around for shopping and recreation. They could also prove to be very useful
in the event of an emergency. The Pathkeepers send out periodic emails with updates on
progress and events. Email me at rodneypaul510@gmail.com to be added to the list.

Electrifying Your Home Can Be Easier
and Cheaper Than You Think

By Jon Herbst

I don’t remember which came first: My interest in reducing our family’s carbon foot-
print, a desire to save some money on utility bills, or being angered at PG&E’s safety and
reliability failures.

Three years ago, having transitioned our home entirely to electric, we had PG&E
disconnect the gas line to our home on Coventry Road. It was a tremendously satisfying
moment, and the culmination of a multi-year journey toward electrification. That began in
2011 when we bought an all-electric Nissan Leaf.

With the rapidly rising cost of fuel, I know many other people are considering making
a similar move away from natural gas. I get that it can seem intimidating. But the good
news is that today’s appliances — heat pumps, solar panels, batteries, and induction
stoves — are much better and a lot cheaper than they were in 2011.

There are also rebates and tax breaks available to offset some of the cost for these
upgrades. If this seems too daunting or costly, Kensington residents can start small with
inexpensive options, such as weather-stripping drafty doors and windows. These fixes pay
for themselves quickly.

After the Leaf

In the decade that followed buying the Leaf, we replaced several appliances when
they died with eco-friendly alternatives. When our 33-year-old gas furnace failed in the
middle of a very cold winter, we installed a Harvest Heat Pump system.

We tackled other energy upgrades on a less-urgent basis: LED lights throughout the
house; an electric clothes dryer; upgraded insulation in our attic; a heat pump hot water
heater; and—the biggest undertaking—solar panels with batteries.

Today our gas-free home is less drafty, safer, more resilient, and a healthier place to live.
The cost to electrify hasn’t been insignificant. But over time, the money we’ve saved (and
continue to save) will offset the investments we’ve made.

These upgrades have also increased the value of our house. And, given that in Cali-
fornia, homes contribute about 10-13 percent of the greenhouse gases that are fueling
climate change, it feels good to know that we’re doing our small part to improve things.

If you’re considering making a similar move, here are a few first steps you can take:

Hire an energy pro to do a complete home energy audit. The
report will identify areas of ineffciency and suggest potential
solutions. Rising Sun Solutions and Rewiring America are a
good start.

Attend one of the many upcoming home electrification events
nearby. Google upcoming events. Scan the QR code for a list of
events.

Talk to your neighbors who’ve started this process. They can
share their real-world experiences with you. Then you can pri-
oritize what you want—and can afford—to upgrade.

A final note: My wife, who is a wonderful cook, was initially skeptical about making
the switch from gas to an induction stove. She now swears by it.

REIKI ON THE
ARLINGTON

Help your body heal itself.
Reduce stress, ease pain,
shift your energy.

suebojdak.com

ANYA’S TECH HELP

Streamline your digital life.
Local experienced technology
professional tackles your
computer, phone, software, tv,
printer, passwords, and more.
In Person. References available.

Contact Anya 415.523.6553
anya@anyas.tech
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ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION
Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening
Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls
Drainage ® Remodels ® Additions
Leak Investigations
Property Purchase Inspections

510.524.8058

www.lronwoodEngineering.com
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O’CONNELL
PAINTING
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Free Estimates
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Quality Results

and
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License No. 1144809
(Kensington Resident)

" multi-talented teen is off to school in Eswatini (formerly Swazi-
& land). Burnham will finish 10* grade at El Cerrito High and then
begin his studies at UWC Waterford in the next academic year.
He is attending on a scholarship from the Davis United World Scholars Program.

Besides writing for the Outlook, Burnham has advocated around substance abuse and
has collected clothes and food for unhoused neighbors. He began a Ukrainian club at El
Cerrito, creating opportunities for cross-cultural discussions among students. Burnham
sees UWC as an opportunity to challenge himself, step out of his comfort zone, and grow
into someone who can match his ideals with action.

“I’'m incredibly grateful for this opportunity to join a community that is as serious about
peace and justice as it is about academics,” Burnham said. “UWC Waterford will push
me to live up to my values and, I hope, prepare me to one day report from conflict zones
in ways that create real, measurable peace.”

A Legacy of Serving our Community

1960 Mountain Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94611
510.339.0400

3070 Claremont Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705
510.652.2133

1656 Shattuck Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94709
510.848.1950
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The Real Story on Flock Cameras
By Anya Sophe Behn

In a move surprising to Kensington residents and to directors on the Kensington Com-
munity Services District, Kensington Police Chief Mike Gancasz announced at the
regular May 14 board meeting that the temporary 90-day suspension of the Flock camera
apparatus would continue and that the department planned not to renew the contract with
Flock that comes up in June.

Gancasz said that after talking to residents and directors that he had decided that more
investigation was needed into privacy concerns. He made it clear that the technology was
useful, but perhaps it would be necessary to find another vendor.

The El Cerrito City Council recently voted to remove its Flock cameras and end its
contract with Flock. The city of Mountain View ended its contract with Flock last month
after finding the city’s data was shared with ICE without officials knowing—and because
Flock quietly removed the line in its terms of service that stated, “Flock does not own
and will not sell customer data.” Flock claims the change is to “remove redundancy.”
This is so the company can sell community videos and use them to train Al
Why is Flock a concern?

Flock is already involved in many lawsuits across the country for privacy violations and
broken promises. Kensington does not control the 15-second videos gathered by Flock
license reader cameras. Rather, they are saved on the private servers owned by Flock. The
company says that say they delete the data every 30 days, but they refuse independent
audits. Image-only capture was changed to short video capture on all license plate readers
in June 2025.

All of the various Flock cameras are linked (networked) together across the US. This is
more than 100,000 types of surveillance cameras in different communities across most states.
The Flock Group’s license plate reader cameras are sold as being specific to only read-
ing car license plates along with “other identifiable details” about the cars (stickers, color,
make, model, racks, dings). These “other identifiable details” make your car specifically

identifiable. Flock calls this a “vehicle fingerprint.”

The cameras activate when they detect movement—a vehicle or any moving object.

Whatever is in the view of the video camera is saved when the camera is triggered by
motion, for example a person walking or biking by.

If you live in or around Kensington, each time you drive by a Flock camera it registers
you, your car license, what time your car went by, visual details of your car, how often
you go by. All of these are timestamped, dated, geolocated and saved on Flock’s servers.

Video is taken of the vehicle, and the vehicle “fingerprint” is kept as a record of that
vehicle. The video clips and the “fingerprint” are saved to Flock's private cloud database.

DMV records are easily linked to your license plate, giving access to your driving
record, your address, your height, weight, color of eyes, hair, and skin, date of birth, resi-
dency. Now imagine someone with nefarious intentions knowing all this about you. It’s
too much information for anyone to have access to.

Meanwhile, linking other networks and data are under active discussion. One example is
Amazon Ring cameras sharing data with Flock, which was canceled due to customer backlash.

RED OAK REALTY’S

RECENT KENSINGTON TRANSACTIONS

THIS SERENE CUL-DE-SAC HOME WITH THOUGHTFUL UPGRADES
RECIEVED MULTIPLE OFFERS AND WAS IN CONTRACT WITHIN 16 DAYS
49 Windsor Ave, Kensington - 49Windsor.com
Grace Bishop - 510.872.4512 - #01245471

IN 13 DAYS, THIS TUDOR COTTAGE FEATURING ORIGINAL CHARACTER
WITH THOUGHTFUL MODERN UPDATES RECEIVED MULTIPLE OFFERS

37 Kenyon Ave, Kensington - 37Kenyon.com
Kim Markison - 510.837.9144 - #01903080

Allow us to help you meet - }%,
your real estate goals. { ™~

Our police officers refer to "accessing the Flock cameras." Rather than going to a live feed
of the cameras, which are recording continuously at busy traffic times of day, what they
mean is that officers log into the Flock website, type in a search that uses Al image detec-
tion to find something relevant in our community videos on the proprietary Flock cloud
database. We do not have control of our video footage. It is not stored or secured locally.
Selling access is part of the business model

This network of at least 85,000 automated license plate readers operates as a mutual
data-sharing platform. This is a major part of the company’s income.

Other police departments and federal agencies can request the data from any of the
Flock cameras, including ours. We do not have strong legal protections on how Flock
uses the video of our communities, and the only tool given is an access log, which can be
modified by Flock since it is on their servers.

Fortunately, Flock Safety's national lookup tool no longer includes data from California,
Illinois, and Virginia because of state laws prohibiting this kind of data-sharing. State
investigations and lawsuits are ongoing. Meanwhile, Flock is facing intense scrutiny for
its weak security and for enabling federal overreach.

Beyond breaking contractual promises and selling access to community data, Flock has
broken laws in at least five states for not getting the necessary permits to install its cam-
eras. Flock's actions indicate the company doesn’t mind breaking laws, which is ironic
given its targeted customers are law enforcement.

According to its website, Flock plans to link its systems into commercial data brokers
(like Palantir) to offer services like "people lookup." This creates an invasive, far-reach-
ing, unregulated surveillance tool. Think of what you can find out about someone using
internet searches and looking through posts on social media websites (Facebook, twitter,
Instagram, TikTok, WhatsApp).

Now add in proposed Flock data: when and where you are, your car details, your DMV
records. Palantir collects and sells as much information about people as it can get. For
Flock’s latest product, a boon to authoritarianism, the company boasts it will let police
“jump from LPR [license plate reader] to person.”

A proposal called the "Fourth Amendment is Not For Sale Act” that would ban this
information scraping from being sold, was passed by the U.S. House in 2024, but it was
blocked in the Senate.

Kensington is famed for our low crime rate. A major part of our safety is neighbors
knowing each other, community-minded officers, and police patrols. I applaud that in the
board meeting, Chief Gancasz said that our officers are fully on board with the suspen-
sion of the cameras and ending the contract.

Cameras with weak security and dubious efficacy in our public gathering spaces violate
citizen privacy. These are not making us safer. The fact that so much data about us can
be collected by this dubious company, then sold or hacked into, puts each of us at much
greater risk than not having the cameras at all. And these same issues may apply to other
vendors as well.

In a broader sense, privacy, state sovereignty, and the ethical boundaries of mass sur-
veillance are under debate. This is the intersection of civil liberties and technology. As
we have seen over and over again, software and Al companies don't often consider the
consequences of their actions and will sacrifice ethics for profit at our expense.

Social media is an example of this short-sighted blindness to consequences. The
destruction wreaked in our society by social media companies has yet to be fully under-
stood. The massive collection of personal information, the anxiety, depression, increased
teen suicide (especially girls), dislocation, isolation, and distancing from neighbors and
in-person interactions has not helped us.

Let’s not do this again

We must consider and determine the future we dream of, the technologies we want that
help humans, the societal values we will hold, and the laws we require to protect us from
unmitigated greed.

Citizen Forums are guest editorials written by Kensington residents. To submit a Citi-
zen Forum for consideration, email editor@kensingtonoutlook.com

Board Meeting
...from Page 8

Flock’s object detection module, which uses Al to analyze the clothing, posture, and physi-
cal attributes of people in public spaces. “It’s not paranoia when there are object lessons of
people who are out to get you,” he concluded.

Board president Sylvia Hacaj was blunt in her assessment. ‘I think Flock has shot them-
selves in the foot. This technology had some great results. But Flock has lost trust and
faith, and they deserve to lose contracts.”

Public commenters were not pleased with the decision. One woman said that her
gardener had stopped coming to her house because of too many thefts of his equipment.
“These people also need your protection,” she told the chief.

Gail Feldman didn’t like that the decision was made on the basis of private conversa-
tions between the chief, residents, and directors. “I don’t see any of the people in this
room talking about their concerns. I'd like to see those community meetings.” And Lynn
Wolter urged the chief to find a replacement system promptly.

For more on Flock and how the technology works, see the Citizen Forum in this issue.

What Our Clients Say... ,@

“l cannot express how great this team is.
They did everything they said they would.

| inherited a home in Kensington but
’ ‘ on marketing found the perfect buyer.

lived out of state. TTL led me through
TTL Team:- My only regret is that | don’t have another

the process from start to finish, explaining
and taking care of everything. They spruced
up the garden, were present for all repairs,
and even checked my mail. And their spot
REALTORS® house for them to sell!” — C.\.
Give us a call! 510.206.2686
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@todd.tania.lisa.realtors
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KASEP recently wrapped up another fun and engaging spring
session, offering TK through 6th grade students a variety of enrich-
ing after-school classes. Students stayed active on the tennis
courts, strengthened their language skills in Spanish, built imagina-
tive LEGO creations, and sharpened their strategy skills in chess.
Others explored their creativity through cooking classes and cre-
ative art projects, giving students opportunities to try new things,
learn new skills, and connect with friends after the school day

- ends. KASEP continues to be a vibrant com-
munity where curiosity, creativity, and fun come
together each afternoon.

Be sure to mark your calendars for the Fall
KASEP Registration on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 1st, 2026 at 7pm for TK & Kindergarten
and 7:30 for Grades 1-6. Classes begin
Monday, September 14th, 2026.

Photo by Sindy StiBengut/Unsplash

KCC Summer Camp

Olympic Week is one of the most exciting traditions of summer
camp and a favorite among campers year after year. Throughout
the week, camp groups come together to compete in a variety

of fun and friendly challenges that encourage teamwork, creativ-
ity, and camp spirit. From energetic games of Capture the Flag to
exciting Jenga tournaments, campers cheer each other on while
building friendships and creating lasting memories. We still have a
few spaces available in Olympic week July 27- July 31st. kensing-
toncommunitycouncil.org/summer-camp

KCC Summer Camp begins in the Kensington Park June 15th
through August 14th from 9-4pm

Summer Schedule for Adult and Family Classes

Tai Chi with Nobuo Nishi

Wednesdays & Fridays from 9:30-11:00am

Community Center - Drop-in fee is $15

This class teaches Tai Chi for better health, improving students’
strength, balance, flexibility, and dexterity. A gentle martial art, Tai Chi
is a safe, rewarding activity for people of all ages and levels of health.
Tai chi emphasizes the mind and body working in harmony. Relax-
ing the body and calming the mind help reduce stress and increase
the flow of energy.

Yoga with Anja Borgstrom
Strength & Balance Yoga - Tuesdays at 8:30am
Community Center - Cost is $20 drop in or register online

Chair Yoga with Angi Love
Thursdays 10-11am
Community Center - Cost is sliding scale

Slim Chance Circus School - All-Ages Unicycle and Juggling Class
Thursday evenings, 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM

Recreation Building Classroom A

(Kensington Park near the flat upper lawn)

Cost: $20 per person (drop-in). Family discounts available!

Family Yoga in the Park with Lori Hess

June dates: Sunday 6/14, Saturday 6/20 and Sunday 6/28. Sug-
gested cost: $25 per class; Please contact Lori Hess wayto-
glowkidsyoga@gmail.com with questions about the class.

Register at KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org/adult-and-family-classes

O] . Follow us on Instagram GE
'@KensingtonCommunityCouncil

The Kensington Outlook can now be found at: KensingtonOutlook.com
Archive copies can also be found on our website dating back to 2003.0Office: 59 Arlington Ave.,

Recreation Building Kensington CA 94707 E-mail: Info@KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org, or call 510-525-0292.
Our website is: www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org.
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KENSINGTON EATS-OUT

Kensington Eats Out at the Prepared Food Annex
By Ittai Shiu

From Organic Market to Everyday Gathering Space

There’s something refreshing about a business that knows exactly what it is. In an era
. where retail spaces try to become
everything at once, the employee-
owned Natural Grocery Company
feels less like a marketing exercise
and more like a natural extension of
| the community it serves.

Since the 1982, the Natural
Grocery Company has focused on
organic, local, and thoughtfully
- sourced products, becoming a long-
time staple in the community. More
~ recently in 2014, next door to the

. market, the Prepared Food Annex
i | (aka, the Annex) expanded that
philosophy into a lively gathering
space. Part café, part deli, part wine shop, and part community hub, it blends everyday
convenience with the slower rhythm of a place designed to linger.

Open daily for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, the space hums from morning coffee runs
to evening wine tastings. The café leans into quality without unnecessary pretension,
serving Equal Exchange coffee alongside house-made organic syrups, sauces, and
whipped creams that elevate even a simple latte. Nearby, the juice bar spins organic fruits
and vegetables from the market into smoothies that feel more Berkeley wellness than
chain-store smoothie counter.

The deli anchors much of the experience. Soups, salads, burritos, sandwiches, and rotat-
ing seasonal dishes are prepared in-house using many of the same organic ingredients
stocked next door, including made-from-scratch soups that have become a comforting
staple for regulars. It’s the kind of setup
that quietly solves a common neighborhood
dilemma: wanting something quick without
sacrificing quality.

The Annex also leans into the sweeter side
of things. Its baked goods section turns out
refined yet approachable pastries made with
organic ingredients, while the dessert counter
serves organic dairy ice cream from Straus
Family Creamery alongside vegan offer-
ings from Mr. Dewie’s Cashew Creamery.

with house-made organic sauces and cones,
carrying the same thoughtful philosophy found throughout the rest of the space.

A carefully curated wine and beer section highlights bottles and brews with stories
behind them, while rotating flower bouquets bring color to the entrances throughout the
week. The walls regularly feature local
artists, while community events—from
beer and wine tastings to live music
and entertainment—help transform the
space from simply a place to shop into a
place where people genuinely gather.

Every Wednesday night, local musi-
cians perform at the Annex through
events organized by SunJams, a
nonprofit supporting music education
in under-resourced public schools. Fit-
tingly, the partnership reflects the same
community-centered values that define
the market itself: half of the proceeds go directly to the artists, while the remaining half
supports SunJams’ mission.

“The Annex is like an oasis, offering a place for the community to connect and relax,”
says Annex manager Jose Ruiz.

Beyond the weekly music nights, regularly hosted wine, beer and craft chocolate tast-
ings mingle with live performances, artist showcases, and other community-centered
gatherings throughout the year. The calendar changes often, so it’s worth checking Natu-
ral Grocery Company for the latest events, featured artists, and upcoming tastings.

! SPOTLIGHT HOME
772 KENSINGTON

‘ LISTED FOR $1,198,000 & SOLD FOR $1,800,000

Just sold at 141 Saint Albans Road — a true Storybook

CALL US

gem in Kensington thoughtfully prepared through our

full-service listing approach. From managing the estate TO UNLOCK

clean-out, coordinating contractors and landscaping,

and guiding every design detail, we handled every step YOUR HOME'S

to bring this extraordinary home to market with care,

FULL VALUE

vision, and impact. Thinking about selling? Let’s connect.
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388 COLUSA AVENUE | 510.323.3669
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As the days get longer and warmer, the Annex
especially shines as an easy neighborhood stop:
grab a coffee, settle into the patio, pick up flow-
ers for dinner, or linger over a casual meal while
live music filters through the space. It’s less about
maximizing cross-selling and more about creat-
ing an environment where all the pieces naturally
belong together.

El Cerrito Natural Grocery -
Prepared Food Annex
10387 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito

May 14 Board Meeting
Lands a Shocker

By Lin Due

Kensington Police Department Chief Mike Gancasz delivered a report on Kensing-
ton’s Flock cameras to the Kensington Community Services District board at its regular
meeting on May 14. The report filed in the agenda packet provided to directors and the
public was full of details of the benefits of Flock cameras. Gancasz listed crimes solved
with Flock, crimes not solved during the 90-suspension of Flock that was announced at
the February 12 board meeting and would have ended in May, and how Flock helps keep
Kensington’s officers safe.

So it was a shock when Gancasz took to the podium to explain to the district’s directors
that after talking with numerous residents and board members that he had decided not
to restart Flock and not to renew the contract with the company that is due in June. He
said that these conversations had raised “thought-provoking questions” that he believes
“deserve more investigation. How can we address those concerns?” he asked

He suggested that perhaps modifications to vendor agreements, searching out another
company to provide the service, or educating the public about the technology were all
possibilities, but meanwhile the cameras would stay off and the contract not be renewed.
He explained that Kensington would keep the infrastructure — the cameras — though
they would not be operating until more investigation had found a satisfactory solution.

“During this period, we will consult with other agencies and review alternative ven-
dors and explore contract language modifications,” Gancasz said. “We will also have at
least two town hall meetings. This is not a decision to abandon the technology. This is a
deliberate decision to continue to investigate.” He also noted that Kensington’s officers
supported this decision “wholeheartedly.”

“This is not a house fire where we have to make a decision right now,” he said. “We risk
losing the public trust. Taking time to get it right is not a weakness but a responsibility.”

Sarah Goff and Alex Aquino-Fike complimented the chief on the decision. Goff said,
“This is a wonderful example of community policing done well,” adding that she hoped
that Kensington’s officers understood that the board truly does prioritize officer safety.
Aquino-Fike said she was thrilled to hear that there would be a continued process and
dialogue with the community.

“These isn’t enough oversight of these companies,” she said. “There are documented
instances where information has been improperly accessed and used.”

Dave Spath said he was disappointed. He wanted to know what issues people had raised
with Gancasz to lead him to this decision.

“It’s a mass surveillance system, it’s used by the federal government, language in the
contract, a whole host of concerns,” Gancasz answered. “The majority are centered on a
misunderstanding of what it does.”

Rick Artis confessed that he knew little
about Flock at the start. “I could not answer
a lot of questions from opposed people. The
value of the system is substantial to a small
police force like ours.” He emphasized that
people are not concerned about our depart-
ment or our officers misusing data but about
Flock itself. He read aloud a description of

The
Professional
Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation
through all aspects of tree health care and
removal. We have a 100% recycle policy
for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510:549-3954 or 888-335-TREE

See Board Meeting, Page 6
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