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Beloved Tradition  
Returns with Hilltop’s  
Spring Carnival
By Laura Vogt

The sounds of laughter, cheering, and 
carnival games will once again fill the 
blacktop as the Kensington community 
gathers for one of its most cherished 
traditions. The 78th Annual Kensington 
Hilltop Elementary School Carnival returns 
on Saturday, May 9, from 11am to 3pm, 
bringing an afternoon packed with games, 
great food, and the kind of community 
spirit that has made this event a Kensington 
favorite for generations.

This year’s carnival is packed with 
opportunities for playing and laughing with 
friends. Alongside many classic carnival 
games, attendees can enjoy returning 
favorites like the Dunk Tank, Musical 
Cakes, and the Water Balloon Catapult. New 
this year: test your arm at axe-throwing, a 
fun challenge for anyone looking to show 
off their strength. With so many booths and 
activities to explore, there will be plenty to 
keep the fun going for all ages.

When it’s time for a break, stop by the 
Auxiliary Grill or grab a sweet treat while 
you explore the festivities. Indulge in fluffy 
cotton candy, sip on a refreshing old-
fashioned root beer float, or snack on buttery 

February 6, was a very special night at the Kensington Library for 70 stuffies who listened to stories and 
music courtesy of (left) library manager Jenny Rockwell and library assistant Gianna Vescio. The stuff-
ies were dropped off during the day Friday, and after a rousing time making new pals and staying up all 
night long, the exhausted stuffies were collected Saturday morning by grateful kids. Photo courtesy of the 
Kensington Library.

popcorn as you stroll through the carnival. 
If you’re looking for something more 
substantial, the grill will be sizzling with 
its signature tri-tip sandwiches, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, and veggie burgers. Avoid the 
lines by pre-ordering your food starting the 
last week of April on the carnival webpage.

One of the most anticipated parts of 
the carnival is the annual raffle, where 
lucky participants have the chance to 
win fantastic prizes. The Grand Prize—a 
beautiful, handmade quilt—has become 
a tradition in itself. For nearly ten years, 
Kensington parent Jennifer Ritter and her 
mom, Susan Morford, have created the 
raffle quilt together, and this year will be the 
very last one. In addition to the quilt, local 
businesses and community members have 

donated a variety of prizes, from bottles of 
wine to spa gift certificates. Every raffle 
ticket purchased helps support the PTA and 
Auxiliary programs that enrich the Hilltop 
community.

Beyond the food and games, the 
Kensington Hilltop Carnival is full of 
surprises around every corner. Kids can 
browse Deals on Wheels for their next 
set of wheels, get creative with colorful 
face painting, and families can stop by the 
Kensington Plant Sales booth to pick up 
plants and flowers—perfect for a thoughtful 
Mother’s Day gift, since the holiday is the 
very next day. 

Whether you’re competing in games, 
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Kensington & Beyond Update

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All mate-
rial presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Exact dimensions can be obtained 
by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already 
listed.

51 Richardson Court
Kensington
3++ BR | 3 BA | 2,387 Sq. ft. + / -
SALE PRICE: $1,800,000
Represented Buyers

Recognized for decades as the top individual agent in 
Kensington and ranked among the Top 10 agents in our 
Berkeley office in 2025. Representing Kensington sellers 
for over 30 years. Specializing in trusts and residential real 
estate. If you are considering selling or wish to know the 
value of your home, call me. The appointment is confidential 
and complimentary. Consider me your real estate resource.

Ruth Frassetto, CRS | 510.697.8606 | ruthfrassetto@compass.com | DRE 00779030

225 Arlington Avenue
Kensington 
4 BR | 3 BA | 2.403 Sq. ft.  + / -  
LISTED: $1,200,000 | SOLD: $1,876,000 
To view online visit: 225arlington.com

S O L D

921 Clark Place
El Cerrito Hills
3 BR | 2 BA | | 1,800 Sq. ft. + / -
3 Separate parcels & a home 
OFFERED AT: $2,900,000
To view online visit: 921clarkplace.com

148 Highland Boulevard
Kensington
4 BR | 3 BA | 2,232 Sq. ft.  
OFFERED AT: $1,488,000
To view online visit: 148highland.com

S O L D
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Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those  
of the writers and do not reflect the opinion of the Out-
look, its editor, or the Kensington Community Council. 
Letters must be signed and include the resident’s phone 
number and address (which will not be printed). Letters 
350 words or under will appear in the print edition (space 
permitting). Any letter over 350 words will be printed in 
the online edition only. Publication of letters and articles 
is subject to space and the editor’s discretion. Obituar-
ies of Kensington residents are printed without charge. 
All material must be received by the 10th of the month 
preceding issue date; submit by email to editor@kens-
ingtonoutlook.com. No press releases or PDFs; Word 
documents or text in the body of an email are acceptable. 

Use one space, not two, after all periods. 

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

Display and Classified  
Advertising
Classified ad rates are $8 a line  
(45 characters or spaces) with 
a two-line minimum. Find 
the ad form online at www.
kensingtonoutlook.com or use 
the QR code here. For display ad reservations and 
classified questions, please contact our advertising 
manager by phone or email listed above. See infor-
mation about letters to the editor to your left. Other 
mail can be sent to 59 Arlington Ave., Kensington, 
CA 94707.

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

RETAIL BAKE SHOP
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON, CA 94707

(510) 596-9935
OPEN DAILY: 7:30AM - 3PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM

February Patrol Log
By Police Chief Mike Gancasz

Feb 1: Traffic stop on Arlington and Westminster aves.; driver arrested for driving with 
a suspended license.

Feb 1: Stolen vehicle parts reported on Beloit Ave.
Feb 4: Auto burglary reported on Anson Way.
Feb 8: Officers responded to Beloit Ave. regarding a vehicle off the roadway.
Feb 10: Officers responded to Lenox Rd. regarding an attempted vehicle theft. An 

investigation resulted in an arrest for possession of stolen property, possession of burglary 
tools, vehicle burglary, and possession of a firearm-related offense.

Feb 10: Auto burglary reported on Kingston Rd.
Feb 10: Auto burglary reported on Lexington Rd.
Feb 13: Officers notified of vehicle striking a pedestrian on Edwin Dr.
Feb 17: Minor injury vehicle collision reported on Highgate Ct.
Feb 19: Vehicle vandalism reported on Arlington Ave.
Feb 20: Tampered vehicle reported on Berkeley Park Blvd.
Feb 20: Outside assistance for a stolen vehicle recovery.
Feb 22: Vandalism reported on Highland Blvd.
Feb 23: Grand theft of vehicle parts reported on Arlington Ave.
Feb 23: Grand theft from a vehicle reported on Norwood Ave.
Feb 26: Non-injury hit and run accident reported on Arlington Rd. 			       
Feb 28: Stolen vehicle parts reported on Arlington Ave. 

Lithium-ion Batteries Can 
Cause Deadly Fires, Part 2
By El Cerrito/Kensington Fire Chief Eric Saylors

(This is the second part of a story that ran in the March issue of the Outlook. If you 
missed the first part, see https://kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org/kensington-outlook/
issues/outlook_mar_26.pdf)

What can you do if a battery starts 
smoking or hissing or other alarm-
ing action? If a battery is smoking, 
hissing, or showing signs of failure: 
Stop charging and unplug if you can 
do so safely. Move the battery away 
from flammables if it’s safe to move 
the device.

 If a fire is involved, guidance for 
large battery incidents emphasizes: 
close the door, exit immediately, 
call 911 from outside, and don’t 
take risks trying to extinguish a 
battery fire.  

Always tell firefighters if you believe a lithium-ion battery is involved.
Dispose and recycle batteries properly—never in the trash
One of the most overlooked hazards is disposal. Batteries tossed into trash or curbside 

recycling can be crushed during collection or sorting and ignite. The U.S. EPA is clear: 
lithium-ion batteries and devices containing them should not go in household garbage or 
recycling bins; they should go to dedicated recycling or household hazardous waste col-
lection points.

To reduce fire risk, the EPA recommends taping terminals and/or placing batteries in 
separate plastic bags. If a battery is damaged, contact the manufacturer for handling guidance.
Traveling with lithium batteries: carry-on rules matter

If you travel with power banks, spare laptop batteries, camera batteries, or vape devices, 
aviation rules are strict, and they must be followed for safety reasons. The FAA states that 
spare (uninstalled) lithium batteries and power banks must be in carryon baggage only. If your 
carryon gets gatechecked, you must remove spare batteries and keep them with you in the 
cabin; battery terminals must be protected from short circuit. The FAA also advises notifying 
flight crew immediately if a device is overheating, expanding, smoking, or burning.  
Here’s a simple way to remember: “Take C.H.A.R.G.E.”

The U.S. Fire Administration promotes an easy checklist for community safety: Choose 
certified products; Handle with care; Always stay alert; Recycle properly; Get out quickly; 
Educate others.  

Take Charge provides a solid framework for families, neighbors, and anyone who uses 
lithium-powered devices.
Bottom line for Kensington

Lithium-ion batteries aren’t something to fear, but they are something to respect. Buying 
certified products, charging thoughtfully, keeping batteries away from heat and flam-
mables, and recycling correctly can prevent many incidents before they start.

If you use ebikes, scooters, or other high capacity batteries, consider your setup today: 
where you charge, what you charge with, and whether your charging area is clean, 
ventilated, and away from exit routes. Those small choices are what keep a convenient 
technology from becoming an emergency.
Sources and further reading:

U.S. Fire Administration battery safety resources; U.S. EPA guidance on recycling 
and safe handling of used lithium-ion batteries; FAA Pack Safe guidance for flying with 
lithium batteries and power banks; FDNY lithium-ion charging and storage safety guid-
ance (widely applicable best practices); NY DHSES lithium-ion consumer safety guide 
(thermal runaway, certification, and buying tips).  

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 ·655 ·9267
www.aurora-painting.com

Spring Plant Sale at the 
El Cerrito Library
By Anna Frankfurt

The El Cerrito Garden Club is holding its Spring plant 
sale, Sunday April 19 from 10am-3pm at the El Cerrito 
Library parking lot, 6510 Stockton Ave. Plentiful parking 
can be found in the lot and nearby.

 Plants available are native, pollinator, blooming, succu-
lents, and edibles. In addition, there will be “worm juice” 
for soil enhancement for sale. All plants are propagated 
by club members so they will grow around here. Those 
members at the sale will be happy to talk to you about the 
plants and provide care instructions.

Plants can be purchased with cash, checks and for the 
first time Venmo, with exact change and small bills much appreciated! See you there!

And come check us out prior to the sale at our April club meeting, on April 9 from 
9:30-12pm. The program is “Bouquets to Art,” presented by club members. Guests are 
free. We have refreshments at 9:30am, a business meeting at 10 and the program at 11am. 
We also feature a plant table along with a “bring some, buy some” table. We meet at the 
Albany Library, 1247 Marin Ave, Albany.

April 11 Is Shredding Time
By Johnny Valenzuela

The Kensington Community Services District will host a paper shredding event on 
Saturday, April 11, from 10am-noon. This free event is for Kensington residents to 
dispose of sensitive documents and reduce flammable material in their homes. The event 
will take place at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 1 Lawson Road, in Kensington. It is 
not necessary to remove staples/clips, etc., from your papers. 

Shredding is done onsite, and all shredded documents are recycled by returning them 
to a paper mill. There will not be a pharmaceutical collection at this event. See www.
kensingtonfire.org/shred

Hosting a Foreign Student Brings 
a Multitude of Benefits
By Sarah Petersen

Do you have an open seat at your dining table? We are looking for Kensington families 
interested in volunteering to host international exchange students in their homes as a member 
of their family for one or two semesters. International students are currently actively looking 
to match up with a perfect fit and would arrive this August. Now is the time to apply.

All the students who apply speak English, and a local coordinator will support you 
throughout the entire stay. The students bring their own spending money; you provide 
meals and a bed.

Hosting families can come in many shapes and sizes, from single parents to home 
schoolers, retired couples to families with small kids. The program is administered by 
FLAG (Foreign Links Around the Globe), a U.S.-based nonprofit with over three decades 
of history in successfully managing the responsibilities of being a U.S. State Department-
designated sponsor. Since 1989, FLAG has been dedicated to providing high-quality 
international exchange experiences that transform the lives of high school students, host 
families and communities throughout the world. More than 6,500 students and families 
have been touched by FLAG experience throughout the years.

Each year, FLAG hosts over 500 students from more than 25 countries from around 
the world who want to live and learn in the U.S. There are no numbers at FLAG, only 
names and faces. FLAG is a “small-by-design” organization that promises a personalized 
approach offering a variety of short-term and full semester/year opportunities for both 
American and international students.

FLAG is fully compliant with all rules and regulations governing student exchange, and 
the organization is committed to providing excellence in international exchange for the 
students, host families, schools, and communities we serve.
Why Host a Student?

Hosting an international student is an opportunity to introduce the world to family 
members who may not have had the opportunity to travel abroad but are keenly 
interested in learning more about the world around them. Hosting not only provides an 
unforgettable experience to the international students but also brings families closer 
together by actively sharing their own unique family customs and traditions. Siblings take 
an active part in showing the student “the American way of life.” Many host families 
have commented throughout the years that hosting was something that changed their own 
children’s lives forever.

To apply, you can fill out an application, background check, and paperwork at flag-intl.org. 
A local coordinator (me!) will contact you to assist you with the rest of the process. You can 
search the database to find the perfect addition to your family and then welcome your new 
international student into your home.

I grew up in a home that hosted international exchange students and have since maintained 
relationships for generations after exchange. As a family with kids at home, my husband 
and I then also hosted exchange students. I deeply believe in exchange programs as well 
as FLAG’s thorough, care-filled, whole-experience training and support.  I would love to 
connect! Feel free to contact me at tspetersen@flag-intl.org with any questions.

The Benefits of a Local Summer 
Day Camp for Kids
By Jenny Parks, Kensington Community Council Recreation Director

Summer day camp offers kids a chance to step away from their routines and enjoy a 
season filled with friendship, adventure, and discovery. For elementary school children, a 
local camp provides the perfect balance of fun, independence, and community.

One of the biggest benefits of camp is the opportunity to build friendships. Kids 
often spend time with children they may have seen at school or around the community 
but never really gotten to know. Camp gives them the time and space to connect, play 
together, and often form new friendships that last well beyond the summer.

Traditions are another special part of camp life. Whether it’s an enthusiastic game 
of dodgeball, a weekly Friday BBQ, or favorite group games on the field, these shared 
experiences become the moments kids remember year after year.

KCC summer campers also have a wonderful sense of continuity. Some of the best 
counselors were once campers themselves. They returned as Counselors-in-Training and 
eventually came back from college to work as counselors. This tradition creates a strong 
community where younger campers can look up to older role models who once stood 
exactly where they are.

After several years of pandemic disruptions, many camps are also bringing back 
exciting experiences like field trips. These outings add a sense of adventure and discovery 
to the summer—and for some children, it’s their first time riding on a school bus, a 
memorable milestone in itself.

Of course, summer camp also means plenty of time outdoors and a welcome break from 
screens. Kids spend their days running, playing games, creating art, and exploring new 
interests. They might not love every activity, but camp gives them the chance to try new 
things in a supportive environment. From tennis classes several times a week, to cooking 
projects, arts and crafts, and group games, there is always something new to experience.

And when the Bay Area delivers one of those rare hot summer days, campers know 
exactly what that means—water play! Few things are more exciting than when the slip-n-
slide comes out, and Kensington Park turns into a giant splash zone.

Local summer day camp offers more than just childcare during the summer months. 
It creates a place where kids can build confidence, make friends, develop traditions, 
and enjoy the simple fun of being a kid. For many families, it becomes one of the most 
cherished parts of the summer. 

Police Participate in Blue Envelope Program
By Police Chief Mike Gancasz

The Blue Envelope Program is a voluntary public safety initiative designed to improve 
interactions between law enforcement and drivers who have autism spectrum disorder or 
other communication or sensory-processing challenges. Participants are provided a blue 
envelope in which to store their driver’s license, registration, and insurance, discreetly 
signaling to officers that the driver may benefit from additional time and clear, simplified 
communication during a traffic stop. The program promotes safer, more effective inter-
actions by increasing officer awareness, reducing stress for drivers and families, and sup-
porting professional, community-oriented policing through proactive accommodation.

	Kensington Police officers provided program information to four individuals and issued 
a Blue Envelope after officers determined it would be beneficial and appropriate.
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Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427

1656 Shattuck Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94709

510.848.1950

1960 Mountain Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94611

510.339.0400

3070 Claremont Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705

510.652.2133

A Legacy of Serving our Community

Albany | Berkeley | El Cerrito  
Kensington | Oakland | Piedmont

grubbco.com

Hands-On
Real Estate Service
Providing my clients with a luxury 
experience informed by 15 years of real 
estate expertise and a background in 
design—where the smallest details
make the biggest impression.

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Tracy 
Zhou 
Robbins

English, Mandarin, Cantonese
415.503.7363 | t.zhou@ggsir.com
tracyzhou.goldengatesir.com
License# 01896893

周曉嘉
1559 Solano Avenue, BerkeleyAbout me

If you are thinking about a move in 2026, I’d welcome the opportunity to 
talk. All consultations are complimentary and confi dential.

Hands-On
Real Estate Service
Providing my clients with a luxury 
experience informed by 15 years of real 
estate expertise and a background in 
design—where the smallest details
make the biggest impression.

If you are thinking about a move in 2026, I’d welcome the opportunity to 
talk. All consultations are complimentary and confi dential.

REIKI ON THE
ARLINGTON

Help your body heal itself. 
Reduce stress, ease pain, 

shift your energy.

suebojdak.com

Kensington Ember Exclusion 
Program Launched by KCSD
By Johnny Valenzuela, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

On March 12, the Kensington Community Services District voted to approve the 
Kensington Ember Exclusion Program, a new pilot 
initiative designed to help residents better protect 
their homes from one of the most dangerous and 
misunderstood wildfire threats: wind-driven embers. 
Embers travel miles ahead of a wildfire’s main flame 
front, carried by strong winds and landing on homes 
and in neighborhoods long before flames arrive. 
Once there, they enter small openings such as attic 
vents, soffit vents, and foundation vents, igniting 
structures from the inside.

“Embers are the leading cause of structure loss 
during wildfires and rapid wildfire spread,” said El 
Cerrito/Kensington Fire Marshal Chase Beckman. 
To help residents reduce this risk, KCSD approved 
an initial $15,000 pilot program to provide residents with Wildfire Defense Mesh—a 
specialized ember-resistant screening designed to prevent embers from entering vulner-
able vent openings.

The mesh provided through the program represents a small but important component 
of the overall home-hardening process. While the material itself is relatively inexpensive, 
proper installation is critical to ensure effective protection. Residents can install the mesh 
themselves or hire a professional contractor to complete the work.

For residents choosing a DIY approach, it is important that the mesh be securely fitted 
and that all gaps around the vent frame are sealed with a fire-resistant caulk (available at 
any hardware store). This prevents embers from entering vent spaces around the edges.

A common question from residents is how to find qualified help for wildfire mitigation 
projects. The program helps address this need by leveraging Firesafe Kensington’s 
community-generated list of vendors and contractors who have previously worked 
with residents. This resource connects homeowners with local labor providers and 
service professionals experienced in home-hardening and wildfire mitigation projects. 
Understanding how embers travel—and how they enter structures—is one of the most 
important steps residents can take to strengthen wildfire resilience.

The program complements KCSD’s Hazardous Vegetation Removal Reimbursement 
Grant Program, which helps residents remove high-risk vegetation such as bamboo, 
juniper, and other hazardous plants that can contribute to wildfire spread and obstruct 
evacuation routes. Together, these programs represent a comprehensive approach to 
wildfire resilience—addressing both landscape hazards and structural vulnerabilities to 
slow wildfire spread and protect homes throughout Kensington.

Residents interested in learning more or applying to the pilot program can go to www.
kensingtonfire.org/keep.

It’s About to Get Really 
Noisy (Near) the Library
By Jenny Rockwell

Enjoy free programs offered by the Kensington Library at 61 Arlington Avenue. Call 
510-524-3043 with questions.
Tues, April 7, 6:30pm Friends of the Kensington Library Friends of the Kensington 
Library, a 501c (3) nonprofit organization, has worked to improve and financially support 
library services in Kensington since 1959. Open to all Kensington residents.
Tues, April 7, 6:30pm Castoff’s Knitting Club Meets on the 1st Tuesday of each month. 
Open to all levels of knitters. Bring your own yarn!
Tuesdays, April 7, 14, 21, 28 6:30pm Family Storytime Lots of picture books, songs, 
rhymes, and fun! Stuffed animals & pajamas welcome.  
Tuesdays, April 14, 6:30pm Emergency Prep with Amateur Radio and Walkie-Talkies
A presentation by Kensington Amateur Radio Operators (KARO) and the El Cerrito Ham 
Operators (ECHO), an all-volunteer nonprofit organization of amateur radio operators 
who provide training in the event of a disaster. Come learn about alternate ways to 
communicate with loved ones, neighbors, and the community in an emergency, using 
simple license-free walkie-talkies, or other radio services such as GMRS or amateur 
(“ham”) radio. All attendees will be entered into a drawing to win their own set of Family 
Radio Service (FRS) walkie-talkies.
Sat April 18, 2pm Super Irritating Noisemaker Come make a noisemaker with Mr. 
Charles the librarian. I know what you are thinking: will this noisemaker be loud and 
obnoxious? And the answer is: YES, ABSOLUTELY. Kids will love it. But don`t worry, 
we won`t let them use it in the library. All materials will be provided.
Tues, April 21, 2-5pm Cloth Produce Bag Sewing Circle Join the Kensington 
Seamsters Union, local 94707 in transforming donated natural fiber fabric into bags, 
which will be given out for free at the Kensington Farmers Market. We need you to help 
measure, cut, iron sew and thread drawstrings, and create community.
Tues, April 28, Read to a Dog Join us and a licensed therapy dog for a 15-minute reading 
session every fourth Tuesday afternoon, 3-4pm. Same day, drop in sign up starts 15 
minutes before the read session.
Tuesday, April 28, 6:15-7:45pm Kensington Library Book Club The club meets online 
via Zoom, usually on the fourth Tuesday. The selection for April is Brideshead Revisited 
by Evelyn Waugh.
Art Exhibit, April – May: Watercolor illustrated picture book artwork by Sandra 
Johnson. The story is about 6 chickens that escape their chicken coop at an elementary 
school.
Ancestry.com, library edition Come to the library to do genealogy research by using 
Ancestry, library edition. Available for in-library use only (no library card needed). 
Search billions of records and discover your family’s story. Coverage of the US and 
UK, including census, vital, church, court, and immigration records, as well as record 
collections from Canada, Europe, Australia, and other areas of the world. This is a strong 
complement to HeritageQuest Online. Have your records waiting for you when you get 
home, use the “Send Document” feature. Explore guides for beginning searchers as well 
as tips for the advanced searcher. Download blank ancestral charts and correspondence 
sheets to keep track of your research.
April 2026, Little Free Garden & Seed library

The Kensington Library seed library is always being restocked with free seeds of 
seasonal varieties. We also host the “Little Free Garden” table where anyone can donate 
or take cuttings, houseplants, crop harvests, bulbs, and garden supplies!

Tell us what you think!
Fill out KCC’s survey at 
www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org

Process for the Police to Issue Citations Approved
By Lin Due
	 On March 12, the nine-member Kensington Community Services District board 

approved moving forward with the first reading of a process by which the Kensington 
Police can issue citations for violating regulations set by the board. Defining the process, 
which include an appeals option and a hearing officer, is the first step toward the board 
eventually adopting regulations that are as yet undefined. That part—determining what 
code violations would be enforced—became a subject of contention at the meeting.
	 Several board members, Alex Aquino-Fike, 

Sarah Gough, Daniel Levine, and Rick Artis 
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Kensington Community Education
KCC Summer Camp 

KCC Summer Camp still has space available-
by Ailish Smith-Summer Camp Director

This summer KCC Summer Camp will be back in action! This year 
KCC offers nine weeks of fun, providing our campers with a variety 
of creative activities including tennis lessons, arts & crafts, capture 
the flag, and more! Our program is the perfect way for your camper 
to make new friends, learn new games, and spend their summer 
outside and screen free! Our camp is open to incoming first grad-
ers to incoming sixth graders, fall 2026.  With limited space remain-
ing, we encourage you to book your weeks now!

 
 

 
 

Spring Schedule for Adult and Family Classes

Photo by Josh Kirk/Unsplash

#1 IN KENSINGTON · REDOAKREALTY.COM

RED OAK REALTY’S 
KENSINGTON MARKET UPDATE

Just a few months into 2026, the numbers are already telling a clear 
story: Kensington is in high demand. 

Inventory continues to be limited in Kensington with homes 
selling for nearly 18% more than this time last year — and going 
under contract 9 days faster. Buyers are motivated, prepared, and 
competing.

As the #1 brokerage in Kensington, we know your neighborhood, 
inside and out. Conditions strongly favor buyers who act with 
intention, and sellers are seeing exceptional returns.

CURIOUS? REACH OUT TO  
HELLO@REDOAKREALTY.COM FOR A CUSTOM  

ANALYSIS IN SUPPORT OF YOUR REAL ESTATE GOALS.

19
AVG DAYS  

ON MARKET

2025: 28 DAYS
37%
AVG LIST $  
VS. SALE $ 
2025: 14%

$1,811,667
AVG SOLD PRICE

2025: $1,523,333

*Source: MLS, single family homes sold; Jan-Feb 2026 vs. Jan-Feb 2025

TANIA BALAZS · TODD HODSON · LISA ROBESCH 
REALTORS® · # 1469906, 909437, 2081605

Honored to represent the sellers in  
the sale of these 8 beautiful homes.

Homes Recently Listed by 
TTL Team in Kensington

· 61 Cowper Avenue 

· 267 Columbia Avenue

· 1 Dewey Road

· 1 Garden Drive

· 145 Lawson Road

· 55 Arlington Court

· 59 Norwood Avenue 

· 1305 Contra Costa Drive

Give us a call! 510.206.2686  

TTLTeam.com · ttlteam@redoakrealty.com    
 @todd.tania.lisa.realtors
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PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER-Quality  
Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps  
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. Learn 
more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Contact: nan@
nanphelps.com or phone 510-528-8845 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER / PERSONAL 
ASSISTANT – Feeling overwhelmed? House Fairy 
can help! Visit: www.HouseFairySF.com  

YOUR GREEN GARDENERS-Unique, Beautiful, 
Sustainable Garden Designs. Garden Maintenance, 
Clean-Ups & Tree Pruning. Email: yourgreengar-
deners@gmail.com. www.yourgreengardeners.com 

AESTHETIC GARDEN DESIGN/CARE-20 
years plus experience. Knowledgeable, motivated, 
responsible. Local, Not mow blow. Brian 510-912-8910 

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING-  
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood resto- 
ration, color consultation. License #721226. 
Kensington references. 510-655-9267 for free 
estimate. 
 
BAYWOOD BUILDING AND DESIGN - 
Contractor with 47+ yrs experience in home 
remodeling & renovation. Creative solutions for 
kitchens, baths, additions, ADUs, etc. 
Local references. baywoodbuilding.com / Yelp 
Lic. 357706-B / Call Robert 510-798-5808 

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR-Kitchens & 
baths, expert home repairs, handyman services.
Reliable. Lic#606634 Thomas Cuniff Construction 
415-378-2007 

KENSINGTON  DEYLIVERY - Affordable  delivery  
service for community residents. John Dey 510-610-4638 

Classified Ads

Classified Ad Placement:  
Monthly rates $8 per line (two-line 
minimum),45 characters or spaces per line. Ad 
form at www.kensingtonoutlook.com or scan 
this QR code. 
Classifieds must be prepaid and received by the 
10th of the month preceding 
publication.  
You can also mail an ad to 
PO Box 2212, El Cerrito, CA 
94530.  

KASEP- Kensington After School Program
The Kensington After School Enrichment Program (KASEP) has 
been thriving this spring, with students engaged in a wide range 
of creative and educational activities. The energy and enthusiasm 
from our participants and instructors have made this season espe-
cially rewarding. 

As we look ahead, planning is already underway for the fall session, 
and we’re eager to bring fresh, exciting classes to our community. 
If you have ideas for new classes or programs you’d love to see 
offered, please share your suggestions by emailing info@Kensing-
tonCommunityCouncil.org,  We’d love your input!

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention all High School Seniors!
High school seniors who currently live or previously lived in Kens-
ington, or attended Hilltop Elementary for any part of their elemen-
tary years, are invited to gather for the annual Kensington High 
School Senior Photo.

Date: Sunday, May 3rd

Time: 3:30 PM

Location: KCC Office / Recreation Building

Arrive early to reconnect with old friends! The photo will be featured 
on the cover of the June Outlook.

Early Call for High School 
Seniors
By Jenny Parks

High School seniors class of 2026!  Calling all high school seniors who live(d) 
in Kensington, or who attended Hilltop Elementary School for all or part of their 
elementary school years—you are invited to join other alumni for the annual High School 
Senior Photo scheduled for Sunday, May 3 at 3:30pm.

Come to the KCC Office/Recreation Building at Kensington Park. Arrive early to catch 
up with old friends! The photo will appear on the cover of the June Outlook. 

Can’t make the group photo? email us your photo, high school that you attended and 
college plans, gap year, etc. to info@KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org

ACC to Host Third Annual 
Food Truck Fundraiser
By Susan Russell
Arlington Community Church will host its 

third annual food truck fundraiser to benefit 
the Black Wealth Builders Fund on Thursday, 
April 16, 4:30-6:30pm. The fundraiser will 
feature music and two food trucks: Curbside 
Kitchen and Southern Jazz Kitchen, both 
favorites from last year. 
  The trucks will contribute 20 percent of their 
night’s proceeds to the fund. In addition, free ice cream will be offered to anyone who 
makes a contribution to the fund. 
  “This event is becoming something we all look forward to each year, an opportunity to 
come together as a community, connect, enjoy good food, and support our neighbors,” said 
ACC pastor Jen Chapman. “Who knew that reparations work could be so much fun!” 
  The Black Wealth Builders Fund provides zero-interest loans for first-time Black home-
buyers. Launched in 2021, the fund has provided 59 loans across the East Bay, from 
Antioch and Oakland to Richmond and Vallejo. The loans don’t have to be paid back until 
the property is refinanced or sold. 
  The fund is housed at the Richmond Community Foundation. Fund recipients come 
through Richmond Neighborhood Housing Services. Both organizations are leaders in 
providing access to housing for East Bay citizens. 
  ACC and other local congregations have contributed to the fund, along with many indi-
viduals and organizations, including the California Association of Realtors and US Bank. 
Over $1 million has been raised so far, with nearly $1 million in loans made or committed.  
  “We hope folks will keep coming out to support this important cause, and maybe be 
inspired to make a significant contribution. Especially for homeowners and recipients of 
generational wealth, this is a great way to give back,” said Chapman. 
  Donations can be made at any time by sending a check to our community partner, the 
Richmond Community Foundation, 3260 Blume Dr., Suite 110, Richmond, CA 94806. 
(Please make sure to indicate Black Wealth Builders Fund in the memo line). Or visit 
www.giveffect.com/campaigns/17536-black-wealth-builder-s-fund.

Music, Petting Zoo as Kensington 
Celebrates Earth Day      
By Jen Chapman

Local organizations are coming together in Kensington to celebrate Earth Day! Come 
enjoy hands-on activities for all ages and opportunities to learn and engage on Sunday, 
April 26, at Arlington Community Church from 10am-1pm. The free community event, 
co-hosted by ACC and Hearts Leap Kensington, will begin with a land acknowledgement 
by Good Guest Kensington, and will feature a petting zoo (10:30am-12:30pm), live music 
for children (11-noon), community art, educational materials and environmental experts. 
Organizations interested in tabling can contact Rev. Jen Chapman.

The following weekend, on Sunday, May 3, at 11:30am, ACC will be showing the 
documentary, Unraveling, which explores what happens to our used clothes when they get 
sent to India for recycling. It is a complex process! The film will be shown in the Fireside 
Room, ACC, 52 Arlington Ave.

KPD Institutes Year-Round Prescription 
Drug Drop-Off Program
By Walt Gill

The Kensington Police Department implemented a 
year-round prescription drug drop-off option at the 
Kensington Police Department offices in El Cerrito 
and the district offices located at 217 Arlington. This 
provides residents with a safe and convenient way to 
dispose of unused or unwanted medications seven 
days a week.

The secure drop boxes are located in the lobbies 
of the Kensington Police Department and the Public 
Safety Building. Both drop locations accept unused or 
expired prescription medications, including con-
trolled substances; however, sharps or needles are not 
accepted. This initiative provides more access and 
reduces the risk associated with storing unused medi-
cations in the home.

 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Instagram
@KensingtonCommunityCouncil

 
Tai Chi with Nobuo Nishi 
Wednesdays & Fridays from 9:30-11:00am 
Community Center - Drop-in fee is $15

Chair Yoga  with Angi Love
Thursdays 10-11am
Community Center - Cost is sliding scale

Register at KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org/adult-and-family-classes 

Yoga with Anja Borgstrom
Strength & Balance Yoga - Tuesdays at 8:30am
Community Center - Cost is $20 drop in or register online

The Kensington Outlook can now be found at: KensingtonOutlook.com 
Archive copies can also be found on our website dating back to 2003.Register 
at KensingtonCommunityCouncil/KASEP  
Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Recreation Building Kensington CA 94707  E-mail: Info@
KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org, or call 510-525-0292. Our website is: www.
kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org.
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a certified B Corporation & Green Business
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Z I P C O D E E A S T B A Y . C O M 

SPRING HOMES  
with ZCEB
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Call us 

to learn 

what’s 

coming 

next 

pending 141 ST. ALBANS RD, KENSINGTON 

3BR, 2BA, 1966 SF  *  Listed for $1,198,000

SOLD 1352 BREWSTER DR, EL CERRITO

3BR, 3BA, 1737 SF  *  $1,625,000

2512 9TH ST, UNIT 10, BERKELEY

1BR, 1BA, 1244 SF
coming 

soon

O’CONNELL 
PAINTING
510-926-2360

License No. 1144809 
(Kensington Resident)

Free Estimates

Quality Results 
and 

Reasonable Prices

5 Tacos and Beers – Solano’s Go-To for Fresh Tacos, Beer and Sunshine 
By Ittai Shiu

There are four 5 Tacos and Beers locations across the Bay Area, but we’re a little biased 
toward the Solano Avenue spot. Location matters, and when you can grab tacos steps 
from a neighborhood stroll, settle into outdoor seating, and soak up those longer, warmer 
East Bay evenings, it’s hard to beat.

Born from the family 
behind Los Moles, 5 
Tacos and Beers keeps 
things simple and inten-
tional: quality ingredi-
ents, bold flavors, and a 
tight, curated menu. The 
concept leans into the 
number five—five tacos, 
five beers, five wines—
but what stands out most 
is how approachable it 
all is. This isn’t fussy 
food. It’s craveable food.

Owner Lito Saldaña’s 
philosophy around 
food runs deeper than a 
clever concept. He grew 
up in a small town in 
Jalisco, Mexico, where 
his family farmed much 

of what they ate tomatoes, corn, beans, and melons—and grew thousands of pounds of 
tomatillos that were shipped to Guadalajara.

Saldaña started working on the farm at just six years old and eventually left school after 
sixth grade to help his father full time. That early connection to fresh ingredients still 
shapes the kitchen today. Whenever possible, the restaurant uses organic produce and 
avoids artificial flavors, hormones, antibiotics, canned foods, or microwaves — a simple, 
ingredient-first mindset that carries through to the tacos.

As the sun lingers a little longer after daylight savings, the outdoor seating becomes the 
move. It’s casual, relaxed, and perfect for gathering with friends or unwinding after work. 
Bonus: it’s dog-friendly. That means your four-legged dining companion doesn’t have to 

Carnival 
...from Front Page

Citations 
...from Page 5

miss out on taco night, and on Solano, out-
door seating is part of the experience.

The beer selection leans local, which we 
always appreciate. Instead of a generic tap 
list, you’ll find a thoughtful rotation of Bay 
Area breweries that pair perfectly with tacos. 
Crisp lagers, hoppy IPAs, and easy-drinking 
pilsners make it easy to linger a little longer.

If you’re going for value and variety, the 
Crispy Taco x 3 is a wallet-friendly favorite. 
It’s the ideal way to sample different fillings 
without committing to just one. Fresh torti-
llas with high quality carne asada, pastor or 
chicken, there’s enough flexibility to mix it up.

But if there’s one taco that lives up to the online buzz, it’s the beef short ribs. Juicy, 
tender, and deeply flavorful, this one earns its popularity. The meat melts in your mouth, 
delivering that slow-cooked richness that makes you pause mid-bite. It’s the kind of taco 
you think about the next day.

Saldaña has also long supported the global 
Meatless Monday movement, and that influence 
still shows up on the menu today. Tacos featuring 
nopales (cactus), portobello mushrooms, zucchini, 
corn, and other seasonal vegetables offer flavorful 
plant-based alternatives that are not just vegetarian 
afterthoughts, but that stand alongside the tradi-
tional fillings.

5 Tacos and Beers doesn’t try to be complicated—
and that’s exactly why it works. Good ingredients, 
strong local beer selection, approachable pricing, 
and an outdoor setup that shines as we enjoy the 
spring and look towards summer.

The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE

enjoying a sweet treat, or catching up with neighbors, the carnival is a chance to 
celebrate the Hilltop community together. Bring your friends, bring your family, and join 
us for one of Hilltop’s most joyful traditions! Learn more: https://www.khsparentgroups.
org/carnival.

among them, wanted an ad hoc committee to be instituted that would propose regula-
tions. Board president Sylvia Hacaj, with the power to appoint that committee, argued 
that proposed regulations should come from staff and then be brought to the entire 
board. Levine worried that a meeting to define violations could be “onerously long.” 
Dave Spath pointed out the agenda item before them was about the process, not the 
regulations, but the issue of what the board would regulate was not resolved so easily. 
   Aquino-Fike said that “we’re essentially establishing a whole body of law that this 
community has never had. This is a body of law that has created huge legal liabilities 
for other towns around racial bias and discrimination. I think this is a huge mistake, 
and we’re not ready for it.” She asked that the process slow down, noting that while 
stated examples of needed ordinances are camping in the park and regulating parking 
on Red Flag Days, the only public comment (at February’s meeting) was about going 
after a Latino food vendor. “In this climate, I think it’s really important that we slow 
down,” she said. 
   Hacaj pointed out that the district could only enact ordinances in limited areas, such 
as the park and public safety, not “anything around what that gentleman raised,” but 
Artis said that he appreciated Aquino-Fike’s comments, and that he agreed that ordi-
nances can be abused. “I would err on the side of strong consensus if not unanimity 
on particular ordinances that could change the community in a way that would drive 
people out of it or make them feel unwelcome because of who they are, the idea that we 
would create an environment that is hostile…  We could err on the side of going slowly 
and carefully, and if that meant an ad hoc committee… to make sure community input 
was taken, I’d be OK with that. That’s where I would go slow.” 
   Interim general manager David Aranda, who has been visibly frustrated during the 
discussion around proposed ordinances, said, “I don’t understand how this ordinance 

can go any slower than it has,” referring to 
the procedural aspect of the agenda item, 
not future regulations that the police would 
enforce. On that note, Aranda has submit-
ted examples from his past work at Stallion 
Springs and from the East Bay Regional 
Park District, most of which, he said, did 
not apply to Kensington. 
   In the end, the motion to approve the first 
reading of the enforcement process went 
forward, eight-to-one, with Aquino-Fike 
voting no.

Mark Your Calendars: Hillside Fest May 2-3
By Dave Weinstein

Are you a fan of El Cerrito’s 
Hillside Natural Area, 100 acres of 
open space in the El Cerrito hills? 
Then you need to saddle up and 
enjoy free events on the first week-
end of May, courtesy of El Cerrito 
Trail Trekkers and the city’s Envi-
ronmental Quality Committee.

A few sample events on Saturday: 
Start the day with an Early Morn-
ing Bird Walk from 8-10am led 
by Cathy Bleier and Tara McIn-
tire, Golden Gate Bird Alliance 
members. We’ll walk up to a 1.5 
mile loop. Bring binoculars and walking stick, if needed, for short steep pitches. No dogs, 
other than service dogs! 

Then from 10-11:30am, take the Edible and Medicinal Plant Walk. Learn about eth-
nobotany—how native plants have been used for food, medicine, and crafts—with Alan 
Siegel, a docent at Tilden Botanic Garden. This is a family-friendly uphill walk.

Other Saturday events include a kid-friendly scavenger hunt, an insect identification 
walk, and a beginner’s plant walk, among others.

Sunday features a geology-heavy (but family-friendly!) rock walk from 10:30-11:30am, 
a geology hike afterwards until 3pm, a short or longer haiku hike, a discussion of build-
ing healthier landscapes with native plants from 4:30-6pm, and from 7-8pm a bluegrass 
band on the hillside. There are many other events.

Find a full event calendar and a map to the start of each hike or talk at www.ectrailtrek-
kers.org/hillside-festival-2026.html

1175 Solano Ave, Albany, CA 94706 / www.5tacos com


