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See Rickey Hull, back page See Governance, page 5

KPD Master Sergeant Rickey Hull Chosen 
as Interim COP/GM by New Board

Kensington  
Governance 
Explained 
Kristine Hafner of the Kensington Prop-
erty Owners Association outlines the 
governance and civic groups in Kens-
ington. We call them “the K groups,” but 
few Kensingtonians understand which 
group does what—or where to go if you 
need advice. The groups could benefit 
from civic involvement. Find the group 
that speaks to you. 	  

Contra Costa County’s Board of 
Supervisors is the governing body for 
Kensington. Kensington is part of Dis-
trict 1, along with El Cerrito, Richmond, 
San Pablo, North Richmond and parts of 
El Sobrante and Pinole. Two independent 
special districts were created by vote of 
Kensington residents: the Kensington 
Fire Protection District (KPFD) and the 
Kensington Police Protection and Com-
munity Services District (KPPCSD). 
Each district is an independent, self-
governed agency responsible directly to 
its constituents and is administered by 
a local board of five directors elected by 
Kensington voters. Services provided by 
the two independent districts are primar-
ily funded by property taxes allocated by 
the County and supplemented by special 
taxes approved by voters. The Stege 
Sanitary District is also a special district, 
although its services cover a larger geog-
raphy than the Kensington area.
(For more information, see Kensington 
Past and Present published in 2000 by 
the Kensington Improvement Club.) 

Rickey Hull 
...from front page

 	 Welsh’s hope that Hart would be 
rehired was dashed at that December 8 
meeting when none of the other three 
directors (or Vanessa Cordova by phone 
in Florence, Italy) would second his 
motion to hire Hart as interim COP/GM. 
Director Rachelle Sherris-Watt then put 
forth two motions—to name Master Ser-
geant Rickey Hull, second in rank in the 
department as interim COP, and to name 
Hull as interim GM while the option 
to bifurcate the position was explored. 
Both motions passed, 3-1 (Cordova had 
become disconnected) but were negated 
by the district’s new legal counsel, Amara 
Morrison, who said that the motions needed 
to be agendized under Hull’s name before 
they could be adopted. Since Kyle quit, Hull 
had been acting as interim COP/GM, the 
third time he has filled those roles on an 
emergency basis.
	 On December 15, an agenda was 

posted on the district website, with two 
separate motions, one naming Kevin Hart 
as interim COP/GM, the other naming 
Rickey Hull to the same interim posi-
tion. Two days later, on a chilly Saturday 
morning at 9am, at least fifty people 
showed up at the fire station (the com-
munity center was occupied), with many 
eager to speak. The directors and a few 
hardy souls came to the closed session an 
hour earlier. Cordova participated in both 
meetings by phone from Italy, and Nottoli 
phoned in from College Station, Texas.
	 The motion to hire Hart was first on 

the agenda. Speakers came to the front, 

leaning over a table on which two cell 
phones perched, talking loudly so that 
Cordova and Nottoli could hear. The 
other three directors occupied seats at 
the table; at another table sat Rickey 
Hull, taking notes as interim GM, and 
board counsel Amara Morrison. Sev-
eral speakers thought hiring Hart back 
temporarily was the practical solution 
to a problem brought about by Kyle’s 
resignation, while others questioned why 
Hart had left in the first place. A couple 
of speakers expressed resentment at 
“the reformers” or “the old guard,” but 
Trisha Mindel received applause when 
she objected to these phrases. “[New 
residents are] not trying to defend some 
position in the past,” she said. “I don’t fit 
into any guard, old or new.”
	 Past board director Ciara Wood 

reminded the audience that “It’s really 
important that we stop speaking so 
dismissively of each other. We need to 
watch our words.” Gail Feldman said 
that Hart did us a disfavor by only giving 
thirty days’ notice. She urged the board 
to put its focus on splitting the position.
	 When Len Welsh made the formal 

motion to hire Hart, Sylvia Hacaj sec-
onded it, explaining that she wanted the 
motion to come to a vote. Hacaj noted 
that the instability of the district was 
the direct result of Hart choosing not to 
honor his commitment to stay through 
February; earlier, when he was hired, he 
had said that he would not need medical 
benefits but just as his contract would 
be signed, said that he would need those 
benefits. Hacaj said that she did not want 
to find out the end of “Fool me three 
times” at Kensington’s expense. When 
the vote was taken, Len Welsh was the 
only aye.
	 Next was the motion to appoint 

Master Sergeant Rickey Hull to the same 

positions. Hull had sat through the previ-
ous discussion taking rapid-fire notes, 
with barely a flicker of expression. He 
did the same during the discussion of his 
own temporary ascension to Kensington’s 
top job. Speakers pointed out conflicts 
of interest: Hull is a member of the 
Kensington Police Officers Association, 
which the chief of police is not. Would 
he briefly leave the union? How would he 
be compensated? Would his retirement 
be impacted? These questions remained 
unanswered—the board was discuss-
ing Hull’s situation with a consultant, 
and compensation can only be discussed 
during a regularly scheduled meeting, 
which this was not.
	 Lori Trevino argued during public 

comments that Hull was already perform-
ing the duties. She suggested leaving the 
position vacant and contracting with a 
firm to find a part-time general manager: 
“[Hull] should not have to forego protec-
tions granted to a master sergeant to take 
on an at-will position.” Past director Paul 
Haxo worried that Hull needed to be 
out on the streets: with Hull serving as 
COP/GM, only five officers are patrol-
ling Kensington’s neighborhoods (two of 
nine officers are on medical leave, one on 
administrative leave). Sherris-Watt moved 
to appoint Hull as interim COP/GM, 
noting that her ultimate goal “is to make 
Kensington boring again” by finding a 
way to reduce the drama. She described 
Hull’s 28 years as an officer, 19 in 
Kensington, and said that he has a “keen 
interest in representing Kensington.” 
Welsh seconded, and the motion passed 
4-1, with Cordova voting no. Cordova 
explained over a microphone held up to 
the phone that she believed the public 
process should have included interviews. 
Welsh said that he supported the action, 
“but we need a more permanent solution.”
	 On January 12, the group met again 

at a regularly scheduled meeting, first 

FEBRUARY 2017

By Linnea Due 
On December 1, 
KPPCSD board 
president Len Welsh 
updated information 
about the swearing-
in of the new board 
members—critical 

because of the surprise November 25 
resignation of newly hired COP/GM 
Kevin Kyle. The intended December 
2 swearing-in date fell by the wayside 
when the Contra Costa County elections 
board said that results could not be certi-
fied until December 13, five days after 
the regular December 8 KPPCSD board 
meeting. The county agreed to certify 
Kensington’s results early so that new 
directors Eileen Nottoli and Sylvia Hacaj 
could be sworn in at 5:45 pm December 8 
and then head directly into a closed ses-
sion to discuss Kyle’s departure.
	 “I got the news [of Kyle’s resignation] 

at 7:30 the morning after Thanksgiving, 
and it’s been hell ever since,” said Welsh 
in a phone interview December 1. He 
hoped that Kevin Hart could come back 
in the same role that Kyle would have 
filled—as a retired annuitant, with no 
pension or health benefits and restricted 
to 960 hours per fiscal year. Welsh called 
Kyle’s departure “one of the most irre-
sponsible things I’ve ever seen in my life, 
especially knowing the transitional thing 
we’re going through.” Giving no notice, 
Kyle wrote two letters, one to Welsh, one 
an official letter of resignation, explain-
ing that the job was more complicated 
than he expected.

Photo: Sacha Kawaichi

in closed session, then in open session. 
Welsh was ill; Cordova participated from 
Italy in closed session but was travel-
ing during the open session. During the 
closed session, the board agreed unani-
mously to release Public Law Group’s 
accountant Adam Benson’s analysis of 
the wage implications of hiring Rickey 
Hull for a five-month period (until May 
17) as interim COP/GM, but because that 
decision had just been made in closed 
session, no copies were available.
	 After discussion of the upcoming 

contract for records management and 
911 calls—and voting to add another 
regular meeting per month, on the fourth 
Thursday—the board turned to Hull’s 
compensation. Sherris-Watt explained 
that several changes had to be made to 
Benson’s analysis because he was in a 
car during the discussion and not every 
detail emerged correctly. Furthermore, 
Hull and his attorney had not yet exam-
ined the contract. (Benson’s analysis 
is posted on the district website under 
board documents.)
Sherris-Watt explained that the contract 

was based on add-ons to Hull’s master 
sergeant salary. The add-on for Hull 
assuming chief duties was 15 percent, 
while the add-on for general manager was 
10 percent. Some attendees were confused 
by these percentages, and Hacaj explained 
that the percentages did not correlate with 
time spent on COP or GM duties. In total, 
Hull’s salary for the five-month period 
increased by about $2,300 per month. 
Several were concerned that this pay 
raise would increase the district’s pension 
liability to Hull when he retires; the GM 
add-on is not PERS-able, though the COP 
portion would be. Sherris-Watt said that 
Hull’s compensation would not be voted 
upon at that meeting but likely would at 
the next, on January 26. Meanwhile, the 
board continues to actively explore split-
ting the positions.
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Contracting Questions
Dear Editor:

I frequently hear the comment that “I like having our local police department.” As 
a member of the Ad Hoc contracting subcommittee, I want to point out that one of the 
basic assumptions we made in our investigations was that the citizens of Kensington 
want to keep the same level of police services that we now have.

The agencies were asked, “Are you willing to have a Kensington identity on uniforms 
and cars, and to have a physical presence in the Kensington Safety building?” All of 
the agencies (Albany, El Cerrito, Richmond, and UC Berkeley) were willing to keep a 
Kensington identity for the contracted officers with Kensington uniforms, Kensington 
marked cars, and offices in the Kensington Safety Building. They all noted that a non–
Kensington uniformed officer may show up to answer a call in the event that back-up 
coverage is needed for a Kensington officer, but that is the case now with our mutual 
support arrangements with neighboring departments.

Note that even now you cannot just go to the Kensington Safety Building and assume that 
you can immediately speak to an officer. You may have to call, and wait, as the on-duty officer 
may be out on patrol. Also note, that even though we have been contracting for over 20 years 
with El Cerrito for fire services, many residents do not realize that our firefighters are employ-
ees of the El Cerrito Fire Department. They serve as our local department.

I am happy to discuss more about the interviews we conducted, or you may read the 
contracting report on the KPPSCD web page at ad hoc governance committee, or I can 
send you a PDF of the contracting section. Contact me at benson@acm.org. 
Mabry Benson

Where Is the Transparency?
Dear Editor:

Transparency is the platform upon which several of the KPPCSD candidates got 
elected. But that promise has been broken already by this new KPPCSD board. Specifi-
cally, they appointed Rickey Hull as Interim GM/COP for a period of 5 months without 
ever publicly vetting his qualifications and then tried to set his compensation without 
disclosing the total cost to the district. 

Despite public requests for Mr. Hull’s resume as well as a full briefing on his experience 
and skill set for the duties a GM/COP is required to perform, the board has provided neither. 
Nor has this board given the public an opportunity to ask Mr. Hull questions directly about his 
qualifications. And the public was never informed that there were at least two other applicants 
for the position. Instead we were locked out of selection process through assurances that the 
board president “knows Rickey” and “believes he can do the job.”

Given the significant responsibilities to be performed by the Interim GM/COP during 
these next six months, it seems obvious that is not the time for a novice to be in the posi-
tion. So if the board has determined that Mr. Hull is not a novice—but rather fully able 
to take on these duties—why haven’t they shared that with us?  

The board also proposed a “term sheet” to review and “consider approving” that 
was lacking the detail necessary for the public to understand exactly what compensa-
tion Mr. Hull would receive and how that would impact the district. For example: There 
was no disclosure of the total amount of his compensation. There was no disclosure that 
the spike in Mr. Hull’s salary will increase his retirement benefits and cost the district 
additional PERS contributions, potentially over $250,000. There was no disclosure of the 
fact that the proposed salary increase will put Mr. Hull’s salary at the same level or more 
than what our most qualified GM/COPs have been paid in the past.  

My biggest concern, however, has less to do with Mr. Hull than the way in which this 
board treated the public. In the first two months, these board members have affirmatively 
refused to provide their constituents with information to which we are clearly entitled. 
Regardless of the specific information they have refused to disclose, their stonewalling 
behavior is unacceptable and potentially illegal. It is time for the new board to provide 
the transparency they claimed to value and to which we are entitled. 
Pat Gillette

Letters to the editor 

We Know the East Bay!

Proud sponsors 
of the music at 
the Kensington 
Farmers’ Market 
every Sunday!

SOLD ~ Grizzly Peak, Berkeley
$1,310,000 ~ 3br/2ba

SOLD ~ Colusa Ave, El Cerrito
$1,050,000 ~  3br/2ba 

NEW LISTING! 1150 Sterling Ave, Berkeley
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths ~ Listed at $949,000

www.marvingardens.com

 

 

At Prospect Sierra, our whole focus is to help your 
children become successful students and caring 

people who strive to build a better world. 

Come see how we’re different.

prospectsierra.org

Bay Area Green Business  -  NAIS Model School of the Future  -  Ashoka Changemaker School 
 US Department of Education Green Ribbon School

(K-4) 2060 Tapscott Avenue  |  (5-8) 960 Avis Drive
El Cerrito

what I've learned 
won't leave me.
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Community Education
KASEP   
Our KASEP Winter session is already half-way over since classes began the first week 
in January and end on Friday, March 17th.  
 
Spring KASEP Online Registration is on  
Tuesday, March 7th at 7:30pm.  
www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org 
 
We will send brochures home in student backpacks and update our website the last 
week of February.  
Our new class “Spanish Through Art & Play” has turned out to be a big hit! We have 
reached maximum enrollment and every week finds students singing, dancing, draw-
ing and more--all in Spanish. We’re thrilled to see some much enthusiasm and hope to 
expand our Spanish offerings in the future.  
 

Important Dates 
Winter Break is February 20-24th and there are NO KASEP classes that week. 
 

Meet our KASEP teachers
Tatiana Guerreiro-Ramos--Spanish
Remember the endless conjugating of verbs when you were learning a second lan-
guage? Today’s language acquisition has a whole new approach that incorporates 
kinesthetic movement along with song and visuals. Tatiana’s engaging style of teaching 
is FUN! Students play Spanish versions of “Simon Says,” “Hokey-Pokey,” “Red Light, 
Green Light” and much more. Stories are read and drawing is encouraged to help 
students relax and bring out their expressive side. Studies show that when people are 
relaxed they are less inhibited and thus more likely to take chances and try new things. 
It’s exciting to see our 6, 7 and 8 year olds dancing & singing in Spanish! What a great 
way to learn a second language and stimulate curiosity about the world around us.  

Tara Stiehler--Hip Hop 
Ever watched a first grader sit in class? It’s not long before they are squirming. Let your 
children turn that squirm into creative dance with Tara Steihler, our great Hip Hop 
teacher. Tara’s enthusiasm, athleticism and welcoming personality just make you want 
to tap your feet and get your body moving. Plus, the loud rthymic music doesn’t hurt.
We offer three separate Hip Hop classes for kinders, 1st-3rd graders and 4th-6th graders. 

KCC ANNUAL 
FUND DRIVE
It’s not too late to send in your 
donation to help KCC build a 
stronger, more engaged commu-
nity. Mail donations to: 59 Arling-
ton Ave, Kensington, CA 94707

THANK YOU GENEROUS 
DONORS!

$200
Paula L. Meader

$100
George E. Moore
Diane A. Phillips Moore

 

H.J. and June F. Browne
Egon Hoyer and Annette McCou-
brey-Hoyer
John Sullivan Communications

$50
M. & J. Kani
Karen Rosenbaum
Emily T & Peter Morfin
David E and Susan B Garfin
Kenneth W and Linda D Jones
Elena Caruthers
C. Alison McLean
Timothy K and Melissa A.H. 
Snyder
Jonathan Vines
Marlene Walters

 
Jazzercise  
It’s a new year--how about a New YOU!? If you want to lose a few pounds, 
strengthen your muscles or tone up, Jazzercise is just the ticket. 

Special Rate! Get February FREE when you sign up for 12 months! Plus, 
the $49 processing fee is waived. Payments begin in March--only $50/month 
for unlimited classes. The fun you’ll have while jazzercising almost makes you 
forget you’re working out. Join us! 
 
Body Sculpting  
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:45-9:45am; Community Center 
Body sculpting works on shaping your body so it is leaner, more toned and over-
all stronger.  

Drop-ins are welcome or you can pay for the entire month at one time. Bring a 
mat & your weights. Questions? Call Kevin at 486-2728
 

Acrylic Artists  
Wednesdays, 9:45am - 12:30pm, Community Center 
Looking for a big open studio with lots of natural light so you have room to 
spread out and paint? We’ve got just the spot for you every Wednesday morning! 
We provide the easels & studio, you provide your own canvas, paints & creativ-
ity. After painting for a few hours we eat lunch & offer friendly critiques of each 
other’s work. We’d love to have you join us! them, so please feel welcome and 
stop by Wednesday mornings.

 
Tai Chi Chuan 
9:30-10:30am Fridays, Community Center, $10 
Join Nobuo in the wonderful practice of gentle Tai Chi Chuan. You will become 
stronger and more flexible. The gentle exercises strengthen the body while also 
helping to calm the mind, which in turn relaxes the body, which then reduces 
stress. 

It’s a joy to see our children  
having fun!

Tai Chi is great for balance & strength

Kevin has been moving & grooving for over 17 years

Learning fine & gross motor skills  
in Hip Hop class

Do you want to DANCE? Yes, 
yes, yes!!

 
KCC Summer Camp 2017 

Hard to imagine, but KCC is in gear, planning a terrific KCC Summer Camp 

2017! KCC Summer Camp is for children entering first grade in FALL 2017 up 

through 6th grade. This year’s camp is filled with exciting field trips around the 

Bay such as Lake Anza, the Bladium and Adventure Playground. Each week 

there is a new place to discover!  

Camp starts Monday, June 12th and goes until Friday, August 18th.  You may 

enroll by the week. KCC camp offers tennis lessons, daily arts and crafts with 

an afternoon of sports & games along with a themed activity such as carpentry, 

gymnastics, soccer, circus, plus more! Online enrollment starts February 28th and 

is on-going. Our website will have all the details by the end of February. 

 

 

Summer Camp fun begins June 12th

 
KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Bldg E (Across the grassy field above the 
tennis courts in Kensington Park), Kensington CA 94707. E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.
com, or call 525-0292. M-F, 11am-4pm.
Tennis Court Reservations: For weekends and holidays only, beginning at 9am. 
Call the KCC office for info. Court Fees: 45-min. singles reservation: Residents: 
$2; Nonresidents: $5. 
Kensington Community Center Rental Info: Please call Andrea at KPPCSD 
(Kensington Police Protection and Community Services District) at 510-526-4141.
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Neighborhood News and Notes 

Loving Kensington and 
Counting Up to 75 
By Louise Fender 
My parents, Charles and 
Clavel Fender, came to Stan-
ford in 1945 so that Charles 
could attend business school. 
“We were looking for a place 
to build our home,” says 
Charles. “We found it in Kens-
ington, and we’re still here!”

Charles and Clavel celebrated their 74th wedding anniversary September 26. They 
were married in 1942 in St. Louis, Missouri at Charles’ uncle’s home. They came to 
Kensington in 1949 and built their home on Coventry Road in 1951. Both of their daugh-
ters, Louise and Carole, were raised in that home and continue to live in the area. They 
added onto the home two times to accommodate the expanding needs of the family. 
Clavel and Charles fell in love with this area and wanted to raise their children here and 
never leave Kensington.  

Charles has achieved the milestone of 98 years and Clavel 95 years. They attend 
Arlington Community Church and are surrogate Mom and Dad to many who have lost 
their own parents. They have failed to find anyone of their age and length of marriage 
and would love to meet a couple that fits this description.

Carole and Louise are in awe of our parents’ positive spirit and physical, mental and 
emotional strength. What a gift they continue to offer us and their four grandchildren 
and seven great-grand children!

(Ed. Note: Longtime Kensington residents Joel and Emily Hildebrand celebrated 
their 75th wedding anniversary, and they too lived on Coventry Road. Maybe it’s those 
switchbacks that contribute to true love and long life?) 

Area Deaths 
Elizabeth (Betty) Stallings passed away on November 17, 2016 at Laurel Creek Health 
Center in Fairfield, California. She was 97. Betty was born on June 30, 1919 in Wilm-
ington, Delaware. She attended Northwest University, majoring in math and minoring 
in physics. Betty enjoyed knitting, sewing, costume design, painting, and crafts of all 
kinds. She and her husband Don enjoyed spending weekends and vacations working 
on their cabin at Buckingham Park at Clear Lake. She served as president of the PTA 
at Kensington Hilltop School while her daughters attended in the 1960s. Her husband 
Donald predeceased her. Betty is survived by four children: Anne Renda, Richard 
Flink, Susan Ichikawa, and Sally Gunter, eight grandchildren, and seven great grand-
children. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Betty’s name to the Employee 
Appreciation Fund at Laurel Creek Health Center. Funeral arrangements are entrusted 
to Bryan-Braker Funeral Home, Fairfield (707) 425-4697. Sign the guest book at www.
bryanbraker.com. 
Stan Johnston, an old-time Kensington kid (age 65), passed away Thanksgiving day. 
Stan attended Kensington schools and Kensington’s troops of Cub and Boy Scouts. Later 
his family got annexed to Berkeley when in the ‘50s that section of Kensington became a 
part of Berkeley.

Stan lived in Southern California for many years; he was a sound engineer for noted 
music groups and toured for several years with Crosby, Stills and Nash. Later he was a 
sound engineer in Hollywood. In one Oscar presentation, the producer thanked Stan for 
contributing to the success of the film.

My son, Douglas Shaner, maintained a close friendship with Stan over the years; he 
will attend Stan’s memorial service in Hollywood. I asked him to see if he could gather 
more details on Stan, as the LA obit was big on family and light on details about his 
musical career. Stan was a great kid. At one of our vacations at our Strawberry Moun-
tain cabin, Stan nicknamed my wife Ollie “Nails,” a name he always loved to call her; 
she did ride herd on those boys. —Bob Shaner

K Groups Gather on Rainy Night 
By Anne Forrest 
Despite the inclement weather, members of the Kensington community “K-Groups” 
met in the main room of Recreation Building E for the annual Kensington Community 
Council K-Group meeting January 9. KCC President Anne Forrest welcomed everyone 
and gave a short accounting of a year in transition as KCC bids good-bye to Kensington 
After School Enrichment Program Director Marty Westby and welcomes Kari Tindol as 
her replacement.

Represented at the meeting were interim Police Chief/GM Rickey Hull, Kensington 
Police Protection Community Services District board president Rachelle Sherris-Watt, 
KPPCSD board members Eileen Nottoli and Sylvia Hacaj, Kensington Fire Protection 
District board vice president Nina Harmon, Peter Liddell and Katie Gluck from the 
Kensington Public Safety Council, Lisa Caronna from the Kensington Improvement 
Club, Kensington Property Owners Association Secretary Paula Black and Kristine 
Hafner, Patrick Tahara of Kensington Municipal Advisory Council, and representatives 
from the three Kensington Hilltop School parent organizations—KEF, PTA, and the 
Dads’ Club.  

The annual K-Group meeting is one of the few occasions during the year when the 
different community organizations have the opportunity to report on their projects. 
These include the successful enrollment of 59 out of 60 KASEP classes this winter, ideas 
on how to get information out to our community about the different K-Group organiza-
tions (Ed. Note: See Kristine Hafner’s description of Kensington groups starting on 
page 1), a number of public safety programs slated for the new year, concerns about our 
aging public safety building, ongoing efforts to see the Community Center renovation 
move forward, the new public address system in the Community Center with funding 
aid from a number of K-Groups, negotiations with the Richmond Dispatch to handle 911 
calls, beautification efforts on our paths and the Arlington median strip, continued work 
to get a kiosk built at Colusa Circle, KPOA’s work on road resurfacing, and  the parent-
run school programs that help to make Kensington School one of California’s Gold 
Ribbon Award schools.

It was indeed a rewarding evening where the evidence of all these volunteers’ time 
and energy was highlighted. Their continued efforts make Kensington such a great place 
to call home.

DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING
Deys: 610–4638 Evenings: 233–1848

JOHN DEY,
Owner

13 Years Experience

Excellent 
References

JohnCDey@Gmail.com

Ruth Frassetto, CRS
Over thirty-� ve years of experience you can count on.

510.652.2133/414  
 rfrassetto@grubbco.com

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs. 
Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.  

GThe GRUBB Co. 
R   E   A   L   T   O   R   S

Market UpdateG
  

1864 Yosemite Rd., Berkeley
Magical secluded estate in Thousand Oaks neighborhood.

Originally offered at: $4,250,000.
(Represented the buyers)

Sold!

203 Willamette Ave., Kensington
A beloved 3BR/2.5BA that has long been 

admired for its lovely curb appeal & Bay views.
Originally offered at $1,298,000. 

Sold: Substantially above the offering price.

7701 Potrero Ave., El Cerrito Hills
Stylish 4BR/2BA Eichleresque modern with 

San Francisco Bay views.
Originally offered at: $889,000. 

Sold: Substantially above the offering price.

8731 Don Carol Dr., El Cerrito Hills
Original condition an expansive 6BR/4BA 
Mid-Century gem with panoramic views.

Originally offered at: $1,100,000. 
Sold: Substantially above the offering price. 

833 Craft Ave., El Cerrito Hills
Sea Ranch style and modern appeal with 
stunning views! Kensington school zone. 

Originally offered at: $1,298,000. 
Sold: Substantially above the offering price.

Considering selling or just wish to know the value in today’s market contact me. 
The appointment is both confi dential and complimentary.

60
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Kensington Special Districts 

Kensington Police Protection and Com-
munity Services District (KPPCSD) 
www.kensingtoncalifornia.org; 217 
Arlington Avenue, Kensington, CA 
(510) 526-4141

The Kensington Police Protection 
and Community Services District is 
governed by five directors elected to 
staggered, four-year terms. The Chief of 
Police, who is also the General Manager 
of the district and reports to the KPPCSD 
board, handles day-to-day operations. 
[Ed. note: COP/GM may be split into 
two positions per the ad hoc governance 
report on bifurcation of the position.]

The Kensington Police Protection and 
Community Services District provides 
police protection services including 
patrol, response to crimes in-progress, 
traffic enforcement, first aid and CPR, 
investigations, warrant and subpoena 
service, and other law enforcement 
duties. KPPCSD also manages Kensing-
ton Park grounds and facilities (includ-
ing booking rentals at the community 
center). The KPPCSD has a longstanding 
agreement with the Kensington Com-
munity Council, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, for use of the recreational building 
and community center in the park and 
for providing recreational services 
in Kensington. The general manager 
oversees Kensington’s garbage collection 
and solid waste disposal and recycling 
programs. 

Active committees serving the board 
include: finance, public safety build-
ing, park planning and recreation (park 
grounds, buildings and funding), solid 
waste, community outreach, District 
policy and procedures manual, intergov-
ernmental /external issues and emer-
gency preparedness. Board meetings are 
held monthly on the second Thursday of 
the month at the Kensington Community 
Center. [Ed. note: A second monthly 
meeting now will be held on the fourth 
Thursday of the month.] Information: 
http://www.kensingtoncalifornia.org/ 
Kensington Fire Protection District 
(KFPD) www.kensingtonfire.org, 217 
Arlington Avenue, Kensington CA 
(510) 527-8395

The Kensington Fire Protection Dis-
trict contracts with the City of El Cerrito 
for all fire prevention, fire suppression 
and emergency services provided to the 
Kensington community and maintains 
automatic response agreements with 
other West Contra Costa County fire 
agencies. The district public safety build-
ing (also the home of the Kensington 
police department) houses two Kensing-
ton-owned fire engines, one specifically 
engineered for the steep, narrow streets 
of Kensington and the other, a wild land 
engine for use during high fire season. 

The district implements water system 
improvements (with the East Bay 
Municipal Utility District) to enhance the 
provision of water along the wild land 
interface and to optimize the placement 
of hydrants throughout the community.  
KFPD provides paramedic and advanced 
life support services and delivers a 
Community Emergency Response Team 
Training (CERT) program. A five-per-
son, elected board of directors governs 
the district. Board meetings are held at 
7pm on the second Wednesday of the 
month at the Kensington Community 
Center.  

Volunteer Civic Organiza-
tions: The “K” groups

Kensington residents contribute to 
the community via a variety of volunteer 
civic organizations that monitor com-
munity governance and finances and 
provide services that Kensington does 

Governance 
...from front page

not receive from the County. Examples 
of these services are: a park and play-
grounds, after-school programs, town 
hall meetings, the Kensington Outlook 
community newspaper, civic improve-
ments and emergency preparedness. 
Kensington Community Council 
(KCC) www.kensingtoncommunity-
council.org

The Kensington Community Council 
is a 501c3 nonprofit corporation that, 
under an agreement with the KPPCSD, 
provides educational and recreational 
programs for the community such as 
the Kensington After School Enrich-
ment Program (“KASEP”), Summer 
Day Camp and a variety of adult classes. 
KCC sponsors two annual fundraising 
events: Family Movie Night and the Fall 
Picnic and Parade. A Board of Direc-
tors oversees KCC, which is funded by 
contributions from the community and 
class fees. KCC hosts an annual meeting 
for all the “K-group” community orga-
nizations to share information regarding 
community service priorities.

KCC also oversees the Kensington 
Outlook community newsletter, which 
is published ten times a year and covers 
local news, issues and events. It is mailed 
free of charge to every Kensington resi-
dence, made available to business in the 
commercial districts on Arlington and 
Colusa avenues and is posted on the web 
at: http://www.aboutkensington.com/
outlook.html. The Outlook is funded by 
classified and display advertising and the 
KCC’s annual fund drive.  

Editorial contact: Lin Due (510) 525-
0292; editor@kensingtonoutlook.com

Advertising contact: Alma Key (510) 
508-3241, Advertising@KensingtonOut-
look.com   

KCC Board meetings are held the first 
Monday of the month at 7:30pm in Room 
3 of the Community Center. 

Further information: Anne Forrest, 
(President); KCC Administration :(510) 
525-0292; kccrec@yahoo.com 
Kensington Municipal Advisory 
Council (KMAC) http://ca-contra-
costacounty2civicplus.com/1641/Kens-
ington-Municipal-Advisory-Council

The Kensington Municipal Advisory 
Council (KMAC) is an appointed advi-
sory body to the Board of Supervisors 
with a broad charge to advise the County 
Supervisors on county services, commu-
nity concerns, and to serve as a liaison 
between the community and the District 
One Supervisor. KMAC provides input 
and recommendations to the County 
Community Development Department 
on matters related to land-use, plan-
ning, zoning, variance applications, code 
enforcement, and code changes. 

KMAC has five members and two 
alternates from the Kensington com-
munity who serve staggered four-year 
terms. KMAC meets the last Tuesday of 
each month at 7pm at the Community 
Center. Further information: Contact 
Kate Rauch at (510) 231-8691. 
Kensington Property Owners Associa-
tion (KPOA) 

The Kensington Property Owners 
Association is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit 
organization that collects and dissemi-
nates information on issues affecting 
Kensington property owners. KPOA 
publishes an annual Kensington direc-
tory, hosts an annual meeting of Kens-
ington property owners, serves as key 
liaison to Contra Costa County and other 
bodies on infrastructure-related issues 
such as road resurfacing, underground-
ing of power lines and other topics which 
require Kensington property owner input 
and coordination. KPOA also collabo-
rates regularly with the other K groups 
on matters of interest to the community 
such as the annual KPPCSD district 

board candidate forum. Membership is 
open to all Kensington property owners 
and member dues are typically used for 
community educational outreach and to 
promote civic projects. KPOA is gov-
erned by a board of directors that meets 
periodically at the Community Center. 

Further Information: Gail Feldman 
(President) (510) 559-8232; KPOAs-
soc@gmail.com 
Kensington Improvement Club (KIC)

The Kensington Improvement Club 
was the first volunteer organization in 
Kensington, founded in 1921. It is dedi-
cated to promoting and fostering the 
general welfare of the community and 
to cooperating with county and local 
authorities on necessary community 
improvements. 

KIC sponsors an annual Town Hall 
Meeting in the early fall as a forum for 
candidates and other important local 
issues; acts as liaison with other Dis-
tricts, the County and local and regional 
agencies and monitors and makes civic 
improvements to public property along 
streets and walkways such as the entry 
gateways along the Arlington and 
Colusa Circle, sign-board, plantings, 
public benches and trash receptacle. 
KIC donates funds to critical public 
improvements such as the Community 
Center and the Park; monitors the activ-
ities of the county tax assessment for the 
Kensington Landscape District; initiates 
volunteer beautification projects such as 
pathway cleanups and median plant-
ings and authors and publishes the book 
Kensington Past and Present.

The KIC is administered by a Board 
of Directors of community members and 
welcomes the involvement all Kensing-
ton residents and property owners. Regu-
lar meetings are held the 4th Monday of 
the month, 7:30pm, in the Kensington 
Community Center Conference Room. 
All meetings are open to the public. 

Further information: Lisa Caronna 
(President) (510) 524-7514;  KICpost@
gmail.com 
The Friends of the Kensington Library 
http://ccclib.org/friends/ken.html

The Kensington Library is a branch 
of the county library system and houses 
a collection of over 34,000 books and 
periodicals, and a continually refreshed 
selection of recorded books, movies, 
and music CDs. The library also offers a 
variety of programs for all ages, includ-
ing book clubs, crafts, story time for 
babies and toddlers, and a family story 
time for older children. 

The Friends of the Kensington 
Library is dedicated to improving 
library services in Kensington. Through 
membership donations and book sale 
earnings, the Friends provide the library 
with books, tapes, magazines, and com-
pact discs and support children’s and 
cultural programs for the community. 
Friends help with exhibits, programs, 
membership development, volunteer 
coordination, fundraising, book sales 
and sorting, and publicity.  
Kensington Amateur Radio Opera-
tors

The Kensington Amateur Radio 

Operators is a group of amateur radio 
operators who live in Kensington and 
have agreed to participate in the support 
of Kensington’s emergency prepared-
ness program. The operators have been 
incorporated into the CERT training and 
are part of the Kensington Emergency 
Preparedness Council.

Further information:  Marian Gade, 
(510) 524-9815, mgade@berkeley.edu 
Kensington Public Safety Council; 
https://kensingtonpsc.wordpress.com

The mission of KPSC is to educate 
our community on how to prepare for 
emergencies, strengthen our citizen 
emergency response infrastructure, 
and promote community public safety 
initiatives. The council will address 
topics related to earthquake, wildfire/fire, 
hazardous material spill or release, crime 
prevention.

Safety Council objectives are to sig-
nificantly increase the number of Kens-
ington residents who have a basic level 
of emergency preparedness including 
an emergency plan and survival kit with 
21 days of food and water and dwellings 
that have been seismically upgraded. The 
Council also distributes safety informa-
tion and supports citizen response and 
watch groups with CERT-trained leaders 
and annual earthquake drills as well 
as the Kensington Police Association 
Citizen’s Academy. Information: Peter 
Liddell and Katie Gluck, co-chairs, kens-
ingtonpsc@gmail.com 
The Kensington Farmers’ Market-
www.kensingtonfarmersmarket.org

A California Certified Farmers’ 
Market, the Kensington Farmers’ Market 
is a nonprofit community-based orga-
nization open every Sunday from 10am 
to 2pm on Oak View Avenue between 
Colusa Circle and Santa Fe avenues in 
Kensington. It also serves the neighbor-
ing communities of Berkeley, Albany 
and El Cerrito and features live music 
and fresh, local produce.

 

MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY 
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN

Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs

Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions

CENTRALLY LOCATED IN 
THE EL CERRITO HILLS, 

OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES, 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES

101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of 

Fairmount Ave.
• EL CERRITO •

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111
Locally Owned & Operated

A Valentine’s Gift 
with Plenty of 

Heart

Adopt-A-Manatee® 
for All You Love 

This Year

Call 1-800-432-JOIN (5646) 
savethemanatee.org

Photo © David Schrichte
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November/December 2016 Police Log
November 2 IDENTITY THEFT, Arlington Ave. Unknown suspect(s) using vic-
tim’s information w/out consent.
BARKING DOG, Colgate Ave. Directed resident to animal control with complaint 
form.
FOUND PROPERTY, Wildcat Canyon Rd. Former resident found a backpack with 
a passport while jogging.
November 3 MISCELLANEOUS, Coventry Rd. at Eldridge Ct. Resident reported 
dog running loose in the area. Was not able to locate the dog.
November 5 SUSPICIOUS PERSON, Beloit Ave. Checked area, unable to locate.
911, Ardmore Ave. Bad phone lines, resident attempting to fix issues w/AT&T.
November 7 MISCELLANEOUS, Coventry Rd. Resident concerned about trees 
on her property.
MISCELLANEOUS, Kenyon Ave. Resident’s dog barking.
OPEN DOOR, Lake Dr. Oversight on staged home for sale. No damage or signs of 
foul play. I secured the residence.
November 9 DOMESTIC DISPUTE, Norwood Dr. Spouse feared deportation 
over presidential election and yelled at her mate.
November 11 MISC./TRAFFIC Colgate Ave. Ongoing neighbor feud regarding 
registered vehicles parked on the street.
November 12 LOUD NOISE, Beloit Ave. Unable to locate noise.
MISC./TRAFFIC, Colgate Ave. Ongoing neighbor feud regarding registered 
vehicles parked on the street.
BURGLARY, Purdue Ave. Resident returned home and found several items had 
been stolen.
MISCELLANEOUS, Stratford Dr. Resident’s dog barking. Dog stopped barking 
prior to arrival.
MISCELLANEOUS, Richardson Dr. Resident’s dog barking. Dog stopped barking 
prior to arrival.
November 13 WANTED PERSON, Wellesley Ave. Warrant served on resident, 
arrest without incident.
DISTURBANCE, Ardmore Path/Coventry Road. Juveniles breaking bottles, 
unable to locate.
DISTURBANCE, Stratford Dr. Barking dogs, made contact with dog sitter, and 
advised neighbor to contact animal control
SECURITY CHECK, Avon Dr. Resident requested a security check after juveniles 
vandalized in the area.
FOLLOW-UP, Stratford Rd. Dog sitter had questions after neighbors complained 
about her dog barking.
MISCELLANEOUS, Amherst Ave. Report of subject in the street. Gone upon 
arrival and unable to locate.  
November 14 OUTAIDED, Highland/Kenyon. Water main broke, EBMUD 
responded.
OUTAIDED, Sunset Dr. Resident requested a welfare check on his wife who was 
out of town.  
November 17 THEFT FROM OPEN BUSINESS, Arlington Ave. Cash and ciga-
rettes stolen from local business.
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE, Oak View Ave./ Colusa Ave. Drove the area and was 
unable to locate.
November 19 MISCELLANEOUS, Colgate Ave. Large tree fell across two front 
yards. No one was hurt.
November 21 HIT AND RUN, Potrero and San Pablo Avenue. Outside assist for 
El Cerrito PD, suspect later taken into custody.
November 23 SUSPICIOUS PERSON, Lenox Rd. Resident reported a male sub-
ject knocking on her door late at night looking for an address.  Unable to locate.
November 24 DECEASED PERSON, Lake Dr. Elderly male died of natural 
causes. Remains released to the family.
MISSING PERSON, Wellesley Ave. R/P’s mother who lives in Concord never 
arrived in Kensington at noon.  At 1500 hours, M/P arrived home back in Concord.
November 26 SECURITY CHECK, Highland Blvd. Resident reported people 
talking and dropping things.   Unable to locate anyone or signs of foul play.
November 28 EXTRA PATROL, Purdue Ave. Resident left her car unlocked, 
items were taken. Resident wanted no report but requested extra patrol.
WANTED PERSON Jefferson/56th Street. Outside assist for El Cerrito PD, sus-
pect taken into custody.
MISSING JUVENILE Sanford Ave. Outside assist for San Pablo PD, bilingual 
officer needed for missing autistic juvenile. Juvenile located.
November 29 MISCELLANEOUS, Arlington Ave. One of several groups who 
needed to be let into the Community Center since the locks were changed.
December 2016  
December 2 HIT & RUN, Lake Dr. Unknown suspect(s) hit victim’s vehicle and 
fled location.
VANDALISM, Arlmont Dr. Unknown suspect(s) damaged victim’s deadbolt 
mechanism and fled location.
HIT & RUN, Beloit and Grizzly Peak Blvd. 
LOCATION:  Area of Beloit and Grizzly Peak Blvd. Unable to locate both sus-
pects and witnesses, no call back information given to dispatch.
December 3 IDENTITY THEFT, Lake Dr. Unknown suspect(s) used victims iden-
tify/credit card info to purchase items online.
December 4 SUSPICIOUS PERSON, Arlington Ave. Male subject was riding 
bicycle without lights and had someone else’s ID that he “found.” Further investi-

VANDALISM, Arlmont Dr. Unknown suspect(s) damaged victim’s deadbolt 
mechanism and fled location.
HIT & RUN, Beloit and Grizzly Peak Blvd. 
LOCATION:  Area of Beloit and Grizzly Peak Blvd. Unable to locate both sus-
pects and witnesses, no call back information given to dispatch.
December 3 IDENTITY THEFT, Lake Dr. Unknown suspect(s) used victims iden-
tify/credit card info to purchase items online.
December 4 SUSPICIOUS PERSON, Arlington Ave. Male subject was riding 
bicycle without lights and had someone else’s ID that he “found.” Further investi-
gation.
ACCIDENT, Coventry Rd. Driver swerved to miss deer but hit two parked cars.   
Deer and driver both walked away without injury.
December 8 BURGLARY, Santa Fe Ave. Suspect(s) entered rear unlocked 
window and took several items.
December 9 THEFT, Kensington Ave. Laptop taken from driveway.
December 10 DISTURBANCE, Highland Blvd. Tenant upset because served with 
a court order.
SUSPICIOUS PERSON, Arlington Ave. Three unknown male subjects were seen 
knocking on the RP’s front door. They left the area in an unknown direction.
December 12 VANDALISM, Stanford Ave. Window smash to vehicle by 
unknown suspect. No entry made.
December 13 OUTSIDE ASSIST, Arlington Ave. Looking for a reported stolen 
vehicle in the area. Found in El Cerrito, by ECPD.
December 14 THEFT, Avon Ave. Unknown person took 2 items of financial 
records from the victim’s residence.
December 19 SUSPICIOUS PERSON, Berkeley Park Blvd. Subject with clip-
board knocking on doors. Unable to locate.
DISTURBANCE, Edgecroft Rd. Dispute over money and unwanted phone calls 
and texts.
December 22 OPEN DOOR, Oberlin Ave. Open garage roll-up door. Unable to 
lock the door but was able to close it shut. Neighbor will contact homeowners.
December 23 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE, Colgate Ave. Van driving around the area 
unfamiliar to the R/P.
December 25 DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE, Ocean View Ave. Family dispute.
WELFARE CHECK, Avon Rd. Possible subject in distress. Gone upon arrival and 
unable to locate.
ACCIDENT, Arlington Ave. Minor damage to parked vehicle during a parking 
maneuver. Note left, later confirmed the info was accurate.
MISCELLANEOUS, Arlington Ave. Water main break IFO 144 Highland Boule-
vard. E-65 and EBMUD on scene. Water turned off and road block by EBMUD.
December 27 MISCELLANEOUS, Coventry Rd. Assisted the father of a reported 
runaway in looking for his daughter who was previously at a residence in Kensington.
December 28 WELFARE CHECK, Beverly Ct. Conducted a welfare check of 
residents for El Cerrito PD. Everyone was fine.
IDENTITY THEFT, Stanford Ave. Resident’s personal information used to obtain 
credit that was used in the State of Michigan.
December 29 OPEN DOOR, Oak View Ave. Dog opened door. No forced entry.
SECURITY CHECK, Windsor Ave. No signs of forced entry. Barking dog inside 
residence.
December 30 DISTURBANCE, Highland Ave. Kids playing on bikes on school 
grounds while cars in area.
TRAFFIC/MISC., Colgate Ave. Resident complaint regarding neighbor’s numer-
ous vehicles parked on the street. Vehicles marked for tow.
FOUND/LOST PROPERTY, Arlington Ave. Citizen located keys on ground. 
Owner of keys arrived to recover keys at KPD lobby.
TRAFFIC/MISC., Colgate Ave. Cited several vehicles for blocking sidewalk.

Accepting applications for the 2017-2018 school year.

Join us at the MAD Spring Auction 
Saturday, February 25th 

Purchase tickets at www.themadeleine.com
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Locations:
Kensington Community Center, 59    	

Arlington Ave., 525-0292
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave., 

524-3043
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berke-

ley (UUCB), 1 Lawson Rd., Kensing-
ton, 525-0302, www.uucb.org

Ongoing:
Jazzercise, 8:15-9:15am, Monday 

through Friday, Community Center.
Body Sculpting, 8:45-9:45am, Tuesday 

and Thursday, Community Center. 
Acrylic Artists, Wednesday 9:45-

12:30pm, Community Center. Open 
Studio to paint with easels provided. 

Tai Chi Chuan, 9:30-10:30am Friday, 
Community Center, $10

February 2 Kensington Unit of 
League of Women Voters Join 
women from your neighborhood to 
discuss local issues. This meeting 
will focus on the Ad Hoc Committee 
report. 1:15pm at 44 Beverly Road. 
(510) 524-6071 All are welcome!

February 2, 9, 16 & 23 Baby & Tod-
dler Storytime Stories, songs & 
action rhymes for young children and 
their caregivers. Kensington Library. 
Two identical sessions 10:15am & 
11:15am. Free. 524-3043.

February 5 and 11 “Love Songs & 
Chocolate,” romantic songs in a 
casual cabaret-like setting, inter-
rupted every so often by delicious 
desserts. Soloists and ensembles 
perform immortal classical melodies, 
the teasing tunes of jazz, and the 
heart-warming romance of Broad-
way.  Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Berkeley, Feb 5 at 1pm; Feb 11 
at 7:30pm. Tickets include dessert 
buffet: $20 general, $15 students, 
available at the door or through 
Brown Paper Tickets; all welcome.

February 6 Kensington Library 
Knitting Club “The Castoffs” All 
levels welcome. Please bring your 
own needles and yarn. We will 
provide support, encouragement and 
help. Learn new stitches, share your 
talents, and meet new friends. Nor-
mally meets on the 1st Monday of the 
month. 6:30pm. Free. 524-3043.

February 7 Winter Magic Show Join us 
for a magic show inspired by the most 
magical season of the year, a time of 
shorter days, colder nights, and annual 
celebrations of light. Come warm 
yourself this season with a little fun 
and a whole lot of wonder! All ages 
are welcome to come laugh, smile, 
and participate in this very special 
seasonal magic show. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Kensington Library. 
Kensington Library, 6:30pm. Free.

February 11 and 25 Heartfulness Med-
itation Learn to Meditate with Dr. 
Som Soni from the Shri Ram Chandra 
Mission Meditation & Retreat Center. 
Dr. Soni and his wife Gita will answer 
questions and lead a beginner’s guided 
heartfulness mediation. Kensington 
Library, 10:30am-12pm. Free. 524-
3043.

February 13 and 27 Kensington 
Library’s Digital Docent will answer 
your eReader and digital library ques-
tions every other Monday by appoint-
ment at 1:00pm. This one-on-one 
60-minute appointment is intended for 
people seeking assistance with eBooks 
and eReaders. Sign up onsite at Info 
Desk. Please bring your device. This 
appointment is free.

February 14, 21 & 28 Family Story-
time Lots of picture books, songs, 

rhymes, and fun! Stuffed animals 
& pajamas welcome. Kensington 
Library, 6:30pm. Free. 524-3043.

February 15 Kick-Off Party for 
Relay for Life Join us as we cel-
ebrate the start of the 2017 Relay For 
Life Season and continue our fight 
against cancer. The East Shore Relay 
Leadership Team wants to welcome 
community members from Albany, 
Berkeley, El Cerrito, Kensington, 
and Richmond who want to join our 

fight against cancer. Sign up for the 
relay, learn more about the 2017 event, 
and have fun at Playland-Not-at-the 
Beach!  This is a free event and every-
one is invited! 6:30-8:30pm, 10979 
San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito.

February 16 Bounty From Your 
Garden: Fruit Trees 101 Rodgers 
Ranch Heritage Center, 315 Cortsen 
Rd, Pleasant Hill. 10am-12 noon. $20. 
The best time to plant fruit trees and 
berries is in January and February, 
when nurseries have the best selec-
tion of bare root plants. Learn how 
to choose, prep, plant, prune, and 
maintain your fruit trees. We will 
also touch on berries and go over 
differences in planting blackberries, 
raspberries and blueberries. Info & 
register: www.sustainablecoco.org 

February 18 Drip Irrigation 101 

Kensington Calendar
Pittsburg Environmental Center, 2581 
Harbor St, Pittsburg. 10am-12 noon. 
$20. Drip irrigation allows you to save 
a tremendous amount of water vs. 
traditional irrigation methods! Learn 
the basics of planning and installing 
a drip system in your yard. Resource 
materials will be provided.

February 18 American Association of 
University Women’s Meeting. Christ 
Lutheran Church, 780 Ashbury St., El 
Cerrito. 10am. Free. All are welcome.

February 21 Berkeley Garden Club 
Lecture Program, Albany Commu-
nity Center, 1249 Marin Ave. Fruit 
Tree Grafting: Hands-on Workshop 
with Demonstration by Idell Weider-
meyer, Rare Fruit Growers. 12:30-1 
Plant Exchange, 1-2 General Meeting, 
2-3 Lecture.

February 25 El Cerrito Ultimate 
Frisbee Club Crab Feed. Enjoy all 
you can eat crab, salad, and pasta 
while supporting local Youth Ulti-
mate Frisbee. Great raffle prizes. El 
Cerrito Community Center, 5:30pm. 
Tickets ($50) at echuccrabfeed2017.
eventbrite.com. Ultimate frisbee is a 
fast-paced game usually played 7x7, 
and the El Cerrito teams play co-ed. 
Self-refereeing makes the kids/play-
ers responsible for calling fouls, and 
participants gather at the end of each 
game to encourage good sportsman-
ship. The Crab Feed pays fees and 
provides scholarships to kids whose 
families can’t afford team dues.  
501(c)(3) status.

February 27 Kensington Library 
Book Club Join us for a discussion 
of Moor’s Account, by Laila Lalimi. 
Book Club normally meets on the 4th 
Monday of the month. Kensington 
Library, 6:30pm. Free. 524-3043.

  
 
 

Seminar on Animals in Disasters and Emergencies 
Hosted by the Kensington Public Safety Council 
Since Hurricane Katrina, when thousands of residents refused to leave their animals 
behind to die in the floods, saving animals in emergencies and disasters has engaged 
federal and nonprofit agencies as well as the public. Companion animals now must be 
transported out of stricken areas—but that does not necessarily mean that your cat will be 
housed in a shelter with you or that your dog will have access to daily medication.

Just as you prepare your own medicine kit, flashlights, and water, you need to prepare 
for your animals. This is especially important for your own safety and the safety of 
rescue workers, who need people to react quickly in an emergency evacuation.

Noell Crosse from the county’s Animal Services in Martinez will tell us how to get 
ready for an emergency and what to do during and after. Remember that emergencies 
that impact your pets are not limited to wildfire and earthquake but can be an accident 
that happens in your home. Come with questions—there will be ample time to discuss 
strategies and get help, and there may be other surprise guests on hand! 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 10am, Kensington Community Center 
If you can, RSVP to the Kensington Public Safety Council, kensingtonpsc@gmail.com

v

 Town Meetings 

KCC-Feb. 6, Kensington 
Community Council 1st Mon-
days, 7:30pm. 525-0292

FKL-Feb.7, Friends of the 
Kensington Library, 7pm (at 
the Library) 1st Tuesdays

KPSC-Feb.13, Kensington 
Public Safety Council Earth-
quake/Disaster Preparedness 
2nd Mondays, 6pm. 501-8165

KARO/ECHO-Amateur Radio 
Operators  2nd Mondays of 
odd months, 7:30pm. 524-9815

KFPD-Feb.8, Fire Protec-
tion District 2nd Wednes-
days, 7pm. 527-8395 

KPPCSD-Feb.9 and 23. 
Police Protection and Com-
munity Services District 2nd 
Thursdays 7:30pm. 526-4141

KIC-Feb.27, Kensington 
Improvement Club 4th Mon-
days, 7:30pm. 524-7514.

KMAC (Tent.)-Feb.28, Munici-
pal Advisory Council Last 
Tues. 7pm. (Call Supe. Gioia’s 
office to confirm: 231-8691)

Kensington Farmers’ Market 
Live produce & live music every 
Sunday, 10am-2pm, Colusa Circle.

Kensington Community Center
59 Arlington Ave., Kensington 

LAW OFFICE OF 
DORIS E. MITCHELL

(510) 525-8282
1320 Solano Avenue, #203 • Albany, CA • 94706

www.dorisemitchell.com

Doris E. Mitchell, 
LLM TAX

Attorney at Law

�
Practice Areas:

Wills  •  Trusts 
• Conservatorship •

• Business Succession •
• Probate •



 K E N S I N G T O N  O U T L O O K     	                                                      

D E S I G N - B U I L D - C O N T R A C T O R - 
Kensington area resident with 40+ yrs experience   
in residential remodeling/renovation, specializ-
ing in handicap accessibility. New kitchen? Add 
a second bathroom? In-law unit addition? Lots of 
local references. Learn more at:Yelp or www.bay-
woodbuilding.com - Call Robert at 510-798-5808 

DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MAN-
AGEMENT for your additions, remodels and 
major.upgrades by retired architect/builder. 
Also home repairs. Call Rob 510-526-4037   

DRUMSET LESSONS – Local instructor with 
30+ years experience. Rock, Jazz, R&B. Please 
visit: www.drumdomain.weebly.com – Les-
sons make great gifts. Richard, 524-4340.  

EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL – Kensing-
ton References. Interior/Exterior. Senior Discounts.  
Reasonable rates. Free Estimate. Call Rafael at  
510-459-6431 or email: rafael.estrada@att.net 

 
ACOUSTIC AND ELECTRIC GUITAR LES-
SONS All styles, all ages. ProfessionalMusician, 
Berklee Boston graduate. Mark 510-207-5191 

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. 
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood resto-
ration, color consultation. License #721226. Kens-
ington references. 655-9267 for free estimate. 

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality, int/
ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount, fully ins., 
Lic. 639300, free est., see display ad inside. 232-3340. 

COMPUTER COURAGE was founded in Kensing-
ton and helps you in your home or office with any com-
puter problems. Mac or PC, viruses, training, backup 
and more. (510) 525-2226 or info@computercourage. 

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit. Sensible, 
lasting workmanship by 3rd generation fine furniture 
maker, Huttonio Brooks. 526-4749. www.huttonio.com  

  KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR – Kitchens & baths, 
expert home repairs, painting, waterproofing. Reliable. 
Lic#606634 Thomas Cuniff Construction 415-378-2007  

LOOKING FOR A HEALTHIER LIFESTYLE? 
Try the natural way. Wellness Management Con-
sultants. Call 510-525-3529. Get started today.  

LOVE IS IN THE AIR! - VALENTINE FLOW-
ERS – Let your sweethearts know how special they 
are. Call Judy at 510-525-7232 to arrange for fresh 
floral arrangements to be delivered on Valentine’s 
Day. Valentine’s Day deliveries are limited and must 
be pre-booked a minimum of 72 hours in advance. 
Fresh floral bouquets are also available at the Colusa 
market and the Country Cheese Company on Arlington. 

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience 
in home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, 

Elite Car Service
Long-term Kensington resident 
providing reliable and courteous 

transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports 

as well as transportation around town.

� Call Tim 
at 

(510) 926-0121
TCP: 28594

Classified Ads 

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427

D . A . F L O W E R S  
& C O M PA N Y,  L L C

Comprehensive 
Personal Financial Planning 

& 
Investment Management

fee-only 
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®

Kensington Resident
(510) 868-2648

2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

www.daflowersandcompany.com

GLORIA R.E.
INVESTMENT, LLC

We take pride in the quality 
of services we offer.

For more infomation, please call:
Ruben Leon at 510.558.3341

We specialize in solving complicated
real estate matters for people.

• Sell inherited property quickly. 
• Unload rental property with 

problematic renters. 
• Relocate to another area. 
• Liquidate assets. 
• Help with late mortgage payments 

or possible foreclosure. 
• Job transfer–relocations.
• Need expensive fire damage 

or mold repairs?

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

• A delivery service for 
community residents.

• Sponsored by community-based 
businesses.

• Customized same-day 
deliveries to your doorstop.

• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

CAFÉ & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707

(510 ) 596 -9935

M–F: 7AM - 5PM WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE.

SEMIFREDDI’S

BRIDGE
PAINTING

Careful Preparation 
for a Lasting Finish!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Interior • Exterior

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340
Insured PL & PD • State Lic. #639300

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 · 655 · 9267
www.aurora-painting.com

Computers
tamed and tuned.

Setup & Repair • Business & Home

Great local references • We come to you

May Technology • maytc.com• 932-4021

Macs, PCs, 
iPads & more

The Dan
Lynch
Company
Waterproofing • Decks • Doors
Windows • Repairs • Remodels

510-524-4044
www.danlynchco.com

License 
#867877
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YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED ALTERNATIVE 
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS.

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  TRASH REMOVAL
OVERGROWN VEGETATION CLEARING  •  QUALITY WORK

(510) 367-5695 
WWW.TRASHPATROL.COM

or dial 510
�

HAULING
4 2 8 - 5 4 6 4

The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE

windows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, 
fencing. Framing through finish. Large or small 
jobs. Local resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051  

PETER the PAINTER – Winter Special! Get a free 
estimate from a Kensington favorite. Int/Ext Lic. Ins. 
510 575-3913 

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Quality Headshots 
to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps Photography located at 
398 Colusa Ave. Learn more at nanphelps.com or YELP. 
Contact: nan@nanphelps.com or phone 528-8845. 

SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor 
since 1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall,  
interior or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626.
Senior discount.  Jim Allen  510-526-4399   
 

WINDOW CLEANING – 30 years in the 
biz. Homes or commercial. Free estimate. 
References available. Call Cathe at 510-
524-9185 or email: cathed@sbcglobal.net      
					   

One Step Plumbing
We Do It All.

www.onestepplumbing.com

FREE ESTIMATE  •  Call Leonard

24hr
Emergency

Service

Office: 510 428-1417 
Cell: 510 682-9075
Fax: 510 428-1417
Email: leonardgarvey@sbcglobal.net
License #: 835677

SCAM ALERT
While it may seem like a fun idea to 

take one of the many Facebook quizzes 
that pop up on your timeline, be warned 
it may be a scam. To take the quiz, you 
enter your information, including your 
cell phone number. The surprise isn’t the 
quiz results; it’s the recurring fee on your 
cell phone bill you unwittingly signed up 
for. Just say no to Facebook quizzes! 

Be a fraud fighter!  If you can spot a 
scam, you can stop a scam.  

Report scams to local law enforce-
ment. Contact the AARP Fraud Watch 
Network at www.aarp.org/fraudwatch-
network for more information on fraud 
prevention.

Now two KPPCSD meetings per 
month, first and fourth Thursdays!


