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“Isn’t Life Grand!” – Ron Egherman 1944-2014
We’re sad to announce 

the early January pass-
ing of Bay Area civic 
booster and co-owner 
of Marvin Gardens Real 
Estate, Ron Egherman, 
after a two-year battle 
with cancer. Ron touched 
many lives, and on a not-
insigniýcant level.  

An estimated 200 
people attended a quickly 
assembled and heart-felt 
memorial service for him 
on January 12th – some 
from as far away as Ten-
nessee. 

In the spirit with which 
he lived, there will be a 
celebration of Ron’s life, 
featuring his favorite 
band, Little Marvin and The Gardeners, and beneýting the Sterling Award for Youth Arts and 
Education (a fund he created when he was president of The Berkeley Association of Realtors, that 
was recently renamed for him). Those who knew Ron and are interested in attending the Sat., Feb. 
1st celebration should contact Todd Hodson at todd@MarvinGardens.com. 

Community  
Center Remodel

Ron Egherman, left, with business partners, Marion Henon and Todd Hodson,  
at KCC’s 2009 Fall Festival. Ron made it seem like life was a fabulous party –  
one that he was happy to host; and that you, whoever you might be – cherished 

family member, friend, business partner, or just a passerby with a great hat, 
had a special invitation to join him. See Obituaries, Page 5. 

In December, Godbe Research 
presented to the KPPCSD Board 
a survey that indicates there is 
support in the community for a 
measure where each homeowner 
would pay an annual tax of up to 
$14 per $100K of assessed prop-
erty value, which would pay for 
debt service on a 30-year bond 
of up to $2M, to make safe and 
improve the Community Center.

At the January 9th KPPCSD 
meeting, the Park Buildings Com-
mittee recommended moving 
forward with a bond measure 
for June that will let Kensing-
ton voters decide if they will 
tax themselves for the needed 
improvements. A two-thirds vote 
of support is required to pass the 
measure. 

Dir. Linda Lipscomb: “We have 
a fiduciary duty to preserve the 
assets of the community. We have 
to spend some money to make 
it safe; let’s spend a little more 
to make it beautiful and more 
diversely functional – now, when 
(bond interest) costs are low.” 

Dir. Chuck Toombs: ñThis is a 
project that needs to be done – it’s 
not an option not to do it.”

The Board unanimously 
endorsed the motion. See details 
in the Jan. 9, 2014 KPPCSD 
agenda packet, (p. 48), at www.
KensingtonCalifornia.org.

New Tenant  
for Pharmacy

According to landlord, Don 
Bruschera, Shirley Ng and Pete 
Raxakoul, co-owners of the 
Country Cheese Coffee Market 
on Hopkins in Berkeley (near 
Monterey Market), have signed 
a lease for the space previously 
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289 ARLINGTON AVENUE  510.524.0800
WWW.MARVINGARDENS.COM

Your local Real Estate Resource
for Kensington, North Berkeley 

& beyond...

Selected Listings
Magnificent Mediterranean-
style 4-bedroom, 3-bath home 
with sweeping Bay views! 
Completely rebuilt with 
top-of-the-line materials.   
Luxurious master suite with 
separate entrance.   
Listed at $1,175,000

Mark P. Choi     381.1116525 Cragmont Avenue,    Berkeley

Sweet 3br bungalow ideally 
located near Monterey Market 
and N. Berkeley BART.  
Living and dining rooms with 
built-ins, spacious kitchen, 
detached 2-car garage, fenced 
backyard with mature trees. 
Price TBA.

Sheri Madden       501.1317 1721 Lincoln Street,    Berkeley

Please come in to see our new exhibit of landscape paintings by 
Susan Hall. Susan lives and works mostly in Point Reyes, but 
paints many of our most beloved local parks and waterways.

 

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor

Dear Kensington Outlook,

We found a lug nut at the corner of High-
land and Cowper. We want everyone in 
Kensington to check their tires. This is a 
safety check. Please contact my dad if you 
have any questions. 510-558-8711.

P.J. Bowden 
Hilltop School, Grade K

Still Hope for Kensington

FEB 2014

Dear Editor,

The interpersonal bickering you publish in 
your paper makes much of the community 
lose all respect for you, your opinions, 
and your publication. We are interested in 
hearing about local governance without 
all the bitchy name-calling.

Sincerely, 
David Aue

Please note: We at the Outlook don’t 
make the news; we just report it. – Ed.

Who You Callin’ ‘Bitchy’?
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Dear Editor,

Our general manager made some misstate-
ments when addressing concerned parents 
about the library crosswalk. He wrote: 

ñThe (2010 Traffic Safety report) was sub-
mitted to the KPPCSD Board for consid-
eration in May of 2010. 

ñThe KPPCSD Board accepted the recom-
mendations of the report at the May 2010 
KPPCSD Board meeting, and directed me 
to implement a óZero Tolerance Policyô 
throughout Kensington for traffic enforce-
ment.” 

In his 2012 meeting with me, which he 
scheduled after I’d forwarded a memo 
from the Director of the UC department 
that had prepared the report, he claimed 
the Board voted to adopt a few lines in an 
memo that only alluded to the report and 
didn’t spell out zero tolerance throughout 
Kensington, but actually meant zero toler-
ance throughout Kensington. 

Drivers warning others they’ll get seatbelt 
citations and driving a few miles over the 
limit citations anywhere in Kensington 
doesn’t raise anyone’s awareness of the 
dangers at the library intersection.   

According to the May 2010 record where 
the Board supposedly passed ‘zero tol-
erance,’ our GM wasn’t directed to do 
anything; he didn’t attend that meeting. 
Sergeant Hull represented him, and our 
GM told me Hull asked them to pass the 
lines from his memo. According to a letter 
I received from our past Board president, 
there’d been no discussion before the vote, 
and he couldn’t explain what they’d actu-
ally passed. 

Anyone can read the record from that 
board meeting and read the 2010 Traffic 
Safety report for him- or herself.  

Anna Shane

Zero Tolerance

The opinions expressed in Letters to the 
Editor are those of the contributors, and 
do not necessarily represent the opinion 
of The Outlook, its editor, or the pub-
lisher, the Kensington Community Coun-
cil. Residents are invited to submit letters 
on matters of interest to the community. 
Letters must be signed and include the 
author’s address and phone number 
(address and phone will not be pub-
lished). Publication is subject to space 
limitations and the editor’s discretion. 
Letters of 250 or fewer words are pre-
ferred. One letter per person, per issue. 
(PLEASE NOTE: Modern digital cus-
toms call for one space, rather than the 
traditional two, after all periods.) E-mail 
preferred, to: Editor@KensingtonOut-
look.com 

Dear Neighbors:

We are some Kensington residents who 
think you should know about the possibil-
ity of a local problem. 

The deserted 3.5-acre Carmelite Monas-
tery at 68 Rincon Rd., in back of Blake 
Gardens, is listed for sale. For decades, 
many of us had pleaded with the Carmel-
ite Sisters to respect local ordinances and 
the rights of neighbors. We offered to pay 
to thin and “window” the fast-growing 
trees they kept planting, which blocked 
our sunlight and view, as well as actually 
encroached into our yards and gardens. 
They made idle promises but just kept 
planting, with none of us having the heart 
to actually sue the Carmelite Sisters.

Now there are even stronger reasons to be 
concerned about our neighborhood – the 
possibility of subdivisions, height restric-
tions on any remodeling, change-of-use, 
noise, lighting, (and) changes in the lim-
ited access roads and traffic modifications. 
We certainly don’t want to interfere with 
Korman & Ng selling the site, but since 
they will not respond to our inquiries, we 
do want to (ensure) our rights and proper-
ties are finally respected and restored.

Fortunately, John Gioia is our District 
Supervisor. He is aware of the issues and 
has always been ready to recognize the 
concerns of his constituents. It is impor-
tant that he know that a good many of us 
(who care) about our neighborhood are 
somewhat alarmed by the Realtor seem-
ingly ignoring very real issues. We want 
Supervisor Gioia to intervene on our 
behalf. Please call him and also write to 
him, which will emphasize our interest 
and concerns. 

Contact Contra Costa County District 10 
Supervisor. John Gioia, 11780 San Pablo 
Ave., Suite. D, El Cerrito 94530 or 231-
8686.

Thanks, 
Mrs. S. P. Waters 

No Heart to Sue Sisters

Dear Editor,

I was appalled when I read Letters to the 
Editor in the Outlook. What’s going on? 
The District is spending huge amounts of 
money on lawsuits. Is the Supreme Court 
going to get involved? Are we going to 
lose our garbage service? What’s happen-
ing? The Board has a responsibility to the 
people of Kensington. No wonder there is 
so much distrust. No wonder people have 
a poor opinion of politicians. There is 
voter concern. The citizens of Kensington 
are not kept in the loop, even though it’s 
our future. 

Stop bullying us and give us a voice in 
our future. Why can’t we work together to 
insure Kensingtonôs future!!

Jane Roberts

Appalled and Out of Loop

Editor Misses Boat?
Dear Editor Koosed,

You really ómissed the boatô in reporting(?) 
on the publication of Shirley Streshinskyôs 
newest book, An Atomic Love Story: The 
Extraordinary People in Robert Oppen-
heimer’s Life. (Neighborhood Notes, The 
Outlook, Dec. 2013/Jan. 2014.)

Shirley is a long-term resident in Kensing-
ton and a talented, accomplished author; 
consider her biography of John James 
Audubon or any of four earlier books as 
well as numerous contributions to maga-
zines like Redbook, American Heritage, 
or Conde Nast Traveler. Consider also her 
long and valuable service to the Outlook 
in Marian Martin’s day which is remem-
bered and appreciated by many.

In the specific case of this new book, care-
fully researched by Shirley and co-author 
Patricia Klaus, would not it be appropri-
ate to add that Robert Oppenheimer lived 
for years in central Kensington, or to take 
note of the many individuals in this com-
munity who had contact with him? 

Shirley (and Kensington) richly deserve 
more thought and dedication in reporting 
than was exhibited in what you published 
in the Outlook; I suggest that you “try 
again.ò For inspiration, you might read 
Lou Fancherôs discussion of the book 
(as published on page 10 of the Albany, 
El Cerrito, Kensington JOURNAL on 10 
January, 2014). I’ll gladly send this report 
to you if you do not have it.

Richard S. Muller

It was a choice between more space for 
the item about Shirley’s book or including 
the announcement of your award, Richard. 
(Shirley complained that we didn’t give 
YOU enough space!) I’ve always written 
and thanked the reporter when I’ve been 
mentioned in the press. I guess y’all do it 
differently here in Kensington.  – Ed.
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ADULT RECREATION CLASSES

KASEP

Kensington After-School Enrichment Program (KASEP) Winter Session started 
Monday, January 6th and continues through to Friday, March 21st. KASEP will be 
closed during Presidentôs Week, February 17th-21st. Go ahead and ink in your cal-
endar for Spring KASEP Online Registration, Tuesday, March 4th at 6pm; spring 
KASEP classes start immediately following the end of winter session ï Monday, 
March 24th. KASEP class schedule and online registration can be viewed on the 
website, www.KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org.

Kensington  
After-School Enrichment  

Program Å WINTER Session

    

REGISTRATION

KCC/KASEP Ofýce: 59 Arlington 
Ave., Bldg E (Across the grassy ýeld 
above the tennis courts in Kensing-
ton Park), Kensington CA 94707. 
E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com, or call 
525-0292. M-F, 10am-4pm.

Tennis Court Reserva-
tions: For weekends and holi-
days only, beginning at 9am.  
Call the KCC ofýce for info. Court 
Fees: 45-min. singles reservation: 
Residents: $2; Nonresidents: $5.

Kensington Community Center 
Rental Info: Please call KPPCSD  
(Kensington Police Protection and 
Community Services District) at 510-
526-4141.

JAZZERCISE  
Low Impact for Adults Monday-Wednesday-Friday,  8:15-9:15am Å Ongoing

BODY SCULPTING FOR ADULTS  Tuesdays and Thursdays,  9-10am Å Ongoing
Dancing Days! Jazzercise group fit-ness class combines dance-based cardio with strength training and stretching to sculpt, tone, and lengthen muscles for 

maximum fat burn. Body sculpting is shaping your body to look leaner, more 

toned, and strengthened. Both Jazzercise and Body Sculpting are taught by Kevin 

Knickerbocker at the Community Center. Register at class. Questions? Call Kevin 

at 486-2728.

ACRYLIC ARTISTS  
Wednesdays, 9:45am-12:30pm
Kensington Community Center

Join this great group of artists and be part of a creative community where you 
work at your own pace and have the opportunity to paint with others. This 
Wednesday group of artists invites you to join them.

QI-GONG FOR ADULTS
Fridays, 9:30-10:30am ï 8 Classes Å Starts Jan. 24
Ongoing, at the Kensington Community Center
$120 for 8 classes. Drop-ins welcome: $18 per class 

Qi-Gong is designed to stretch and strengthen your body. A new 8-week class 
started on January 24th, however drop-ins are welcome. This session, “muscles 
and tendonsò are the focus of attention. Qi-Gong is one of the basic self-healing 
techniques prescribed by Chinese medical practitioners.  

Meg McDowell, LAc, MSTCM, is a certified Qi-Gong therapist, as well as a 
licensed acupuncturist. Meg has a thriving practice in Kensington and specializes 
in womenôs health. Sheôs delighted to be serving her community and providing 
Qi-Gong, which has improved her life, as well as that of many others. For more 
information or to reserve, email Meg at NeedleSandQi@gmail.com or call her at 
229-9922. 

FEB 2014

Spring cleaning? Donôt throw that box, lamp or tray away ï revitalize it with an 
art makeover. Decoupage is easy and everyone can complete a project in one 
night. Bring any object having a smooth surface. Catherine Johnson, instruc-
tor, will bring the rest! Questions? Feel free to email Catherine at csings2faye@
yahoo.com. Join Catherine for an evening of community and creativity. To regis-
ter, call KCC at 525-0292.

DECOUPAGE  
An Evening of Art for Adults and Families
Friday, February 28th,  7-9pm
KCC Ofýce/Recreation Building Å $25.00 per family

$100 and Above

Annoymous
Carl and Lisa Brodsky

Marlene Walters

$50

Richard Carll
June and Earl Cheit

Betty Gardiner and Russ Dedrick
David and Susan Garfin

Gillfillan Family
Ruth Hinkins

Nancy Okasaki
Bob Shaner

Kristian Whitten

Up to $25

Robert Bacskai
Ray and Betty Barraza
Usha and Veda Bhatt

Patricia and Joshua Bortman
Claudia Cohan

Joanne DePhillips
Joseph deVille

Randall Hamilton
Egon and Annette McCoubrey-Hoyer

Andre and Natalia Kusubov
Katherine Lawler

Marian Merrill
Susan and Abdollah Modavi

Amin and Marnie Mufti
Rudi Nunlist

Judith Pam-Bycel
Edward Spiller
Sigrid Stamps

Marshall White

Additional Donors

KCC ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
Thanks for Your Generous Donations!

KASEP SUMMER CAMP 2014

The Kensington Community Council (KCC) Summer Day Camp is for children 
entering 1st grade through to 6th grade, Fall of 2014. Camp begins Monday, June 
9th and ends Friday, Aug. 15th; Monday through Friday, 9am-5pm. Extended care 
for both morning and afternoon is available. Campers may enroll by the week. 

Camp life offers a relaxed place where campers make lasting friendships, in a 
safe environment, supervised by college-age counselors. The footprint of the KCC 
camp is glorious – expansive, grassy fields for team sports, tennis courts, kitchen, 
and classrooms for art. Each week campers go on a field trip, by private bus, to 
local points of interest around the Bay Area. Afternoons are spent outside or with 
a specialty teacher doing hands-on activities like carpentry, gymnastics, cooking, 
or art. 

Our summer day camp brochure will go home in Hilltop familiesô childrenôs back-
packs, and will also be available for online viewing the last week in February. 

Online Registration for Summer Day Camp is scheduled for Tuesday, March 
11th, at 6pm. Register at www.KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org.  

Ruby and Circus instructor, Doug ï gooýnô!

Summer Camp 
Bunnies ->
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Local Resident Named to Dean’s List 
Heather Bourne, daughter of Kensingtonôs Gerald Bourne and Janice Prud-
homme, has been named to the Deanôs List of Macalester College for academic 
achievement during the fall semester of the 2013-2014 school year. A graduate 
of Lick-Wilmerding High School, Bourne was a first-year at Macalester last fall. 
(Thatôs a GPA of 3.75 or better, donôtcha know.) Way to go, Heather!

Time in a Bottle  
To wrap up the celebration of the Contra Costa County Libraryôs 100th anni-
versary, all libraries have received a time capsule, to be opened in 50 years. The 
Friends of the Kensington Library are sponsoring the time capsule for the Kens-
ington Library. The capsule will be on display in the library during January and 
February, for the community to provide items and suggestions for what will go 
inside. In addition, children will be given the opportunity to write letters to their 
“future selves” to place in the capsule. The capsule will be stored in the library.

KASEP Students’ December Performance 
On December 12th, fall session KASEP students performed for friends and 
family. Creative Drama, Mandarin, Singing: Hit the High Note, Circus, and 
Recorder students each had time to share their talents and perform a piece 
worked on during the fall session.    

More Light on the Subject  
Kate Rauch reports there is a test decorative LED 
teardrop streetlight at the corner of Arlington and 
Ardmore. Residents are invited to view it by day and 
at night to check the illumination. One last meeting 
is planned to discuss whether the lights along the 
commercial strip should be replaced with this deco-
rative option, and the status of the other poles.

Cell Sites Update  
On December 17th, the Contra Costa Board of Supervisors unanimously 
approved ýve of the six proposed AT&T cell installations: 121 Windsor Ave., 8 
Sunset Dr., 248 Grizzly Peak Blvd., 18 Highgate Rd., and 4 Stratford Rd.; with 
these three caveats: 1. The facilities shall be kept in good working order at all 
times, so that the noise emanating from the installation meets county standards; 
to be re-tested upon the complaint of any nearby resident; 2. Neighbors shall be 
engaged to work to minimize the visual impact of the installations; and 3. Any 
future co-location at any of the approved sites has to go through a full land use 
planning process. A decision on the sixth site, at 110 Ardmore Rd., has been 
continued to the February 4th Board of Supervisors meeting.

Free Consulting for Long-Term Care/Assistance  
North Berkeley resident, Linda Jacobson announced the opening of her free 
consulting company for seniors who need long-term care and assistance. Assisted 
Transition is a new, personalized, complimentary “concierge” that empowers 
individuals and families to make educated, timely decisions that suit their unique 
situations. More information at assistedtransition.com/berkeley-orinda, or 926-
0699. Good luck with your new business, Linda! 

New K-Group Ofþcers Elected 
Kensington Community Council (KCC, not shown): Anne Forrest (President), 
Todd Hodson (Vice President), Ted Blanckenburg (Treasurer), and Danielle 
Power (Secretary)éKensington Police Protection and Community Services 
District (KPPCSD): Len Welsh (President), Linda Lipscomb (Vice President)é
Kensington Fire Protection District (KFPD): Janice Kosel (President), Helmut 
Blaschczyk (Vice President).   

Carmelite Monastery Appears Sold   
Neighbor, Sande Waters updates us on 68 Rincon: ñAccording to the MLS, 
óOffers were received December 12, 2013. Seller is working with several. No 
further showings or other offers will be considered at this time.’ It’s believed 
the proposed buyer intends to sub-divide.ò Kate Rauch, District Coordina-
tor in the Office of Supe. John Gioia, says ñéthe general plan designation for 
(that property) is something called óPublic-Semi Public,ô which means a single 
residence is ýne, but multiple homes are incompatible ï (a) designation thatôs 
usually for hospitals, libraries, schools, and other public uses. If someone wanted 
to build multiple homes there, it would require a general plan change, which 
is possible, but quite difýcult.ò Sande opined, ñThe zoning map we saw had 
the entire neighborhood zoned óSingle Family Residential.ô Hard to imagine a 
óPublic-Semi Publicô designation for a property thatôs fenced and locked, with 
no public contact offered or intended, and physical access only by easement over 
University property. And, until sale, this property continues to enjoy tax-exempt 
status, despite its total absence of public beneýt or service. It has been vacant and 
unused since 2010. We think the designation is, at least, questionable.” 

Neighborhood NotesNeighborhood Notes

R��� F��������, CRS
Over twenty-seven years of experience you can count on.

510.652.2133/414  
 rfrassetto@grubbco.com

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs. 

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.  

GThe GRUBB Co. 
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Happy New Year! 
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Need a gift for your Valentine?
Flowers and wine, perhaps?

D’Jour Floral of Kensington Gardens will offer an array 
of ready-made bouquets and balloons for that special someone. Rose bouquets,

mixed bouquets, seasonal fresh �owers, plants and a few chocolate-based gift baskets
will be available.You will �nd this selection of �owers at Colusa Market.

Be sure to check out their wine department.

Shopping the Arlington? Stop by Arlington Wine & Spirits
for a wonderful bottle of wine and a sweetheart bouquet.

To arrange for fresh �oral arrangements to be delivered on 
Valentine’s Day, call Judy at 510-525-7232 or 510-599-4243 or 
email me at: antiquesdjour@aol.com. Valentine deliveries are limited 
and must be pre-booked a minimum of 72 hours in advance.
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(Not shown: Director Patricia Gillette)

small workshops, talented instructors, comfortable setting

  

NEW CLASSES STARTING
Q I P U P H S B Q I Z

N A N  P H E L P S

REGISTER EARLY $95 
Same day $125. Online enrollment
and details at nanphelps.com




