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October Parade & Picnic
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O U T L O O K

Participants gathered downtown on 
a sunny morning late last month, for 
the annual fall parade. Grand Mar-
shal, Gloria Morrison was escorted 
by Todd Hodson in style in his Mini 
Cooper convertible. 

After a quick march to the Com-
munity Center, the party began with a 
well-executed flag raising by the Boy 
Scouts, followed by performances by 
the Portola Jazz Ensemble and the 
four-piece classic rock combo, Double 
Shot. Not sure why it is, but burgers 

and dogs always seem to taste better 
with a live music/sunny day chaser!

Spectacular on-site pumpkin deco-
rating assistance was provided by 4 
Cats Art Studio, pumpkin decorating 
prizes awarded by festival co-spon-
sor, Marvin Gardens Real Estate, and 
coloring contest prizes awarded by 
festival co-sponsor, Mechanics Bank. 
Congrats to the coloring contest win-
ners: Isabella Chen (Ages 4-6), Emi 
Akiyama Tahara (Ages 7-9), and 
Larkin Banard-Bahn (Ages 10-12). 

30th Annual Garden Party – a Benefit for the Kensington Education Foundation, Saturday, Nov. 9th 

Update: Third Petitioner Removes Name From Writ; 6 of 9 Remain Å Costs stand at $83K+

The Garden Party

A fantastic evening awaits you at the 30th annual 
Kensington Education Foundation Garden Party on 
Saturday, November 9th, at the Mira Vista Coun-
try Club! The Garden Party is not only a place to 
see old friends and new, shop and dance the night 
away, but is a vital fundraiser for the continua-
tion of essential programs at Kensington Hilltop 
Elementary. This year’s event features a ‘classic 
cinema’ theme and a national touring gypsy-jazz 
and uptown swing act, featuring world-class musi-
cians.

The Kensington Education Foundation is a non-
profit organization with a mission of delivering 
academic enrichment programs to Hilltop stu-
dents. The Garden Party and KEF’s other fundrais-
ing efforts ensure that Hilltop students continue to 
have access to library, art, P. E., vocal music, sci-
ence lab, and computer lab, as well as reading and 
math intervention and accelerated math programs 
within their school day. In one evening alone, 
The Garden Party raises nearly 40 percent of the 
funds needed to provide a year’s worth of these 
programs. 

This year’s event features new ways to enjoy the 
evening. Guests can vamp it up with outrageous 
props, having their photos taken by professional 
photographer, Daniel Grisales, of Public Pork 
Photography, or try their hands at winning raffles 
and games for fabulous prizes. The highlight of the 
evening for many will be when Hilltop parent and 
guitarist, vocalist, lyricist, and composer George 
Cole and his band take the stage after the live 

see Garden Party, Page 2… 

Coming Saturday, Nov. 9th
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289 ARLINGTON AVENUE  510.524.0800
WWW.MARVINGARDENS.COM

Your local Real Estate Resource
for Kensington, North Berkeley 

& beyond...

Dwell Magazine Contemporary with spectacular Bay and City views.  
5 bedrooms, 3 baths, and a large family room.  Outstanding finishes 
including custom cabinetry, Ipe decks and wide oak board flooring.  
Level-in from garage to living area.  Listed at $1,450,000.

Selected Listings

Candace Hyde-Wang  510.541.4661470 Spruce Street, Berkeley

Sunny traditional with a sweep-
ing bay view. Gracious living 
room with fireplace, separate 
dining room and a lovely den 
that opens to a quiet garden. 
2 bdrms, 1 bath.  Very private 
setting above the street. 

Celia Concus   510.527.0211243 Cambridge Avenue, Kensington

Sweet home with an inviting 
brick path. Lovely North Bay 
view from the master suite.  
3 bdrms, 2 baths and a den 
that’s level out to the patio and 
garden. Large double garage 
offers interior access. 

Celia Concus  510.527.0211 240 Purdue Avenue, Kensington

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

We would like to see a safer intersection 
at the flashing light in front of Kensing-
ton Library. This intersection is in close 
proximity to the library, the church, sev-
eral nursery schools and the parking lot, 
which serves all of the above, as well as 
Kensington Hilltop School. Most morn-
ings, this intersection serves all of these 
locations, all at the same time. 

This intersection and its unorthodox light 
are confusing, and in our opinion, con-
tributes unwittingly to unsafe driving, and 
encourages reckless behavior. Recently, 
one of us, accompanied by children, was 
almost hit in the Rincon crosswalk. A car 
decided to chance that left turn, and did 
not see pedestrians. It was a very close 
call. It is just a matter of time before we 
have a serious injury or fatality. 

After the incident, many of us met with 
County traffic engineers. A number of 
safety suggestions surfaced. You can 
read about them here: El Cerrito Patch, 
9/10/2013, ‘Kens-
ington Parents 
want Change at 
Busy Intersec-
tion’ (http://bit.
ly/17ec3ka). To 
be honest, County 
did not seem keen 
on any sugges-
tions, and did not 
offer any of their 
own.  

Because we are 
unincorporated, 
Chief Harman and the KPPCSD Board 
do not have control over our streets. They 
should still know of the public’s concerns 
so that they can pressure the County for 
change.  Email Tony Lloyd, President, 
at: tlloyd@kensingtoncalifornia.org, and 
Chief Harman at gharman@kensington-
california.org. Also contact Monish Sen, 
Contra Costa County Public Works at 
msen@pw.cccounty.us. Tell everyone you 
support a safer intersection. 

We encourage your participation to make 
this happen.

Sincerely, 
Michelle Fillingim, Romy Douglass, 
Leslie Reckler

Cross About Crosswalk

NOV 2013

From Amy Osterholm:  
Dear Editor,

I would like to submit myself for sullying 
by you, or for gullying if you prefer (See 
Letters to the Editor, October, 2013), on 
the basis of being a crankypants with a 
short attention span. 

When publishing an article on an event 
of community interest (let’s call it The 
Garden Party), presumably with the intent 
of encouraging attendance, might it not be 
wise to put the date of said event some-
where, anywhere, before the very last 
paragraph? Isn’t there some journalistic 
stricture about not burying the lede?

Hoping this merits your attention, 
Amy Osterholm

Editor, to Amy O: 
Dear Amy,

Thank you for your application. After 
review, we’ve decided to put you in the 
“gullying” file along with the other 
crankypants with short attention spans.

Normally, I would agree with your point. 
And, you will likely enjoy the November 
article on the same event that has the date 
in the subhead.

In the case of the October article on the 
Garden Party, it was intended as an infor-
mational article, describing an event that 
was more than a month away. As such, I 
used an “inductive,” rather than “deduc-
tive” form. The intention was to educate, 
inform, and invite the reader to attend; 
hopefully after reading about the event, 
the date would then become important to 
the reader, as it may or may not have been 
before s/he had read it.

Normally, however, I would agree with 
you, and usually follow that form.

Thanks for writing! I’ll make sure to keep 
your suggestion in mind in the future – 
thank you for the reminder. – Ed. 

From Amy: 

Thanks for the quick reply. My bad for 
reading in the Aristotelian, rather than 
the Platonic mode; further evidence that I 
must be due for a gullying. 

Amy

Gotta love Kensington – so many intel-
ligent people, all in one place! – Ed.

The Lighter Side of Town

auction to per-
form all acoustic 
gypsy-jazz and 
uptown swing 
originals.  

A t t e n d e e s 
of the March 
party at 4Cats 
Art Studio will 
remember the 
o n e - o f - k i n d 
show of all-orig-
inal music with 

vocal harmonies by this national touring 
act. Tracy Sichterman, Hilltop parent and 
realtor with Berkeley Hill Realty, says 
Cole’s music made that party the best 
she’d attended all year. “I quickly booked 
them for a friend’s 40th birthday party,” 
said Sichterman. “My friends and I are 
excited to dance to George’s music again 
at the Garden Party.”

The band’s sound is a delightful, origi-
nal, and sumptuous combination of Great 
American Songbook-style tunes and the 
gypsy-jazz originated by Django Rein-
hardt and Stéphane Grappelli.  

“With their period style, we knew 
George Cole’s band would fit right in with 
the ‘classic cinema’ theme of the Garden 
Party,” said Garden Party co-chair Patty 
Robertson. 

As always, The Garden Party will fea-
ture fabulous drinks and desserts, as well 
as tapas-style dinner fare. But the real 
attractions are the outstanding silent- and 
live auction items. Many of the most 
talked-about items are the beautiful pieces 
of art donated by Masterworks. Says Rob 
Adelman of Masterworks, “Alex and I 
lived in Kensington for many years and 
this community has always had a special 
place in our hearts. As the director of a 
well-established Fine Art gallery, Master-
works Fine Art, I am grateful to be able to 
give back year after year to such a great 
cause as Kensington Hilltop School.” 

There are many, many more, and exciting 
new ways to make tax-deductible dona-
tions directly to KEF at the event, apart 
from the auction. Come see for yourself!

Garden Party tickets are available in 
advance for $50, or for $60 at the door. 
The event begins at 5pm, with music and 
dancing until 11pm. To purchase tickets, 
view items for auction, or make a dona-
tion, go to http://bit.ly/14uH0Nl, or con-
tact Patty Robertson at patty.robertson@
gmail.com, or 525-7735.

…Garden Party, from Page 1

The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the contributors, and do not 
necessarily represent the opinion of The Outlook, its editor, or the publisher, the Kensing-
ton Community Council. Residents are invited to submit letters on matters of interest to 
the community. Letters must be signed and include the author’s address and phone number 
(address and phone will not be published). Publication is subject to space limitations and 
the editor’s discretion. Letters of 250 or fewer words are preferred. One letter per person, 
per issue. (PLEASE NOTE: Modern digital customs call for one space, rather than the 
traditional two, after all periods.) E-mail preferred, to: Editor@KensingtonOutlook.com 

George Cole and the world-class musicans of Eurocana 
play gypsy-jazz and uptown swing at The Garden Party

PLEASE NOTE: The next issue of The 
Outlook is a 2-month issue, covering 
December and January. The advertising 
deadline is Nov. 8th. Deadline for edit-
orial and calendar items is Nov. 10th.
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ADULT RECREATION CLASSES

NOV 2013

KASEP

	 KASEP fall classes are underway and will continue until December 20th. 
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, December 3rd for winter KASEP online reg-
istration, 6pm. KASEP winter brochures will be sent home in Hilltop student’s 
backpacks the week of November 11th. The brochure will be available online after 
November 11th at www.AboutKensington.com. Å The KCC office will be closed 
Tuesday, Nov 5th/Election Day, Nov. 11th/Veterans Day, and from Wednesday, 
Nov. 27th to Friday, Nov. 29th for the Thanksgiving holiday.

Kensington After-School  
Enrichment Program Å FALL Session

Make your own ornaments in a dry needle-felted workshop. We’ll explore basic 
techniques to create one-of-a-kind ornaments: animals, þowers, hearts, sachets, and 
more! All materials provided. You’ll walk away with several pieces to use as gifts or 
home decorations. This family workshop is ideal for parents and kids, ages 10 and 
above (Needles are sharp!) *Please note: Each youth must be accompanied by an 
adult. Individual adults are also welcome!

Elaine Chu is a talented ýber artist, who also teaches our KASEP Art and  
Bookmaking Class.

FELTED HOLIDAY ORNAMENTS  
Family Workshop for Parents & Kids 
Sunday, November  10, 2013 Å 2:30-5pm Å Recreation Building (Building E) 
$55.00/family of two, or $35/single adult; payable to KCC Å Materials fee 
(needle, wool roving, accessories): $12 per person to be paid to instructor

    

REGISTRATION

KCC/KASEP Ofýce: 59 Arlington 
Ave., Bldg E (Across the grassy ýeld 
above the tennis courts in Kensing-
ton Park), Kensington CA 94707. 
E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com. 525-
0292. M-F, 10am-4pm.

Tennis Court Reserva-
tions: For weekends and holi-
days only, beginning at 9am.  
Call the KCC ofýce for info. Court 
Fees: 45-min. singles reservation: 
Residents: $2; Nonres: $5.

Kensington Community Center 
Rental Info: Please call KPPCSD  
(Kensington Police Protection and 
Community Services District) at 510-
526-4141.

Additional Donors

$100 and Above

Narsai David 
Gordon & Jeannette Dey 

Vida and Paul Dorroh 
Fishman Financial Group, Inc.  

Jon and Anne Forrest  
Catherine and Frank Mercurio 

Jim and Carol Patton 
Dale and Danielle Power 

Jean Reilly 

$50

Demetra Andronico
Sallie Bray

Jill Bryans Trust
John Card

Agnes Chen
Bruno and Cindy Frisch

Abe and Marjorie Glicksman
Mel and June Kani

Estelle Kent
Jud and Jeanne King

Cara and Patrick Marasco
Leslie and Ida Michael

Richard Muller
Conway Peterson

James and Elda Sayles
Larry Sullivan

Clif and Jane Taylor
Sally and Kit Woolsey

KCC ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
Thanks for Your Generous Donations!

Up to $25

Joan Bieder
Ed and Kay Blonz 

Philip Farrocco 
Beverlee French 

Katherine Gerwig and Mark Goldman 
Harold  Graboske (Jr.) 

Nancy Grodhaus 
Rosalyn Heimberg 

Roger Iliff 
Kenneth and Carol Johnston 

Alan Kalker 
Jane Kaplan 

Ernest and Jeanne Lageson 
Nancy Leibowitz 

Cynthia and John McAfee 
William and Gloria McNab 

Tim and Roberta Montgomery 
Glen and Gloria Morrison

 James and Anna Siria Ortiz 
Nancy Pryer and Winthrop Jackman 

Patricia Quick 
Stephen Rauch 

Laurie Schumacher 
W.E. Scott and A. Osterholm 
Philip and Ellen Siegelman 

Barbara Sternfeld
Ruth Taussig 

Gillian Thackray 
Eugene Troy 

Jim and Dorothy Walker  
Teh Wei-Hu and Tien-Hwa Hu 

Allan Zalkin 

JAZZERCISE is a blend of jazz dance & exercise science. Each class is choreo-

graphed and set to your favorite music – Top 40, jazz, funk, country, and classics. 

Choreography is easy to follow and will motivate and challenge you. Workout 

includes cardio, muscle toning, & strength training with weights. Wear aerobic 

shoes & bring a mat. Sign up anytime. Register at class. Questions? Call Kevin 

at 486-2728. 

Ongoing: MONDAY Å WEDNESDAY Å FRIDAYKensington Community Center Å 8:15am - 9:15am

BODY SCULPTING FOR ADULTS ï New Instructor!

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9-10am Å Ongoing

Kensington Community Center

Looking for a fun and effective way to incorporate strength training into your life 

without joining a gym? If you suffer from symptoms of arthritis, diabetes, osteo-

porosis, obesity, back pain, or depression, then strength training might help.  

Please join Kevin Knickerbocker in this 60-minute strength training and flexibil-

ity class. Only $7 a class! Drop-ins welcome.

ACRYLIC ARTISTS  

Wednesdays, 9:45am-12:30pm

Kensington Community Center

Bring your paints, lunch and creativity! Join this group of artists and 

paint in community. The room has lots of natural light and space. 

The first part of the morning is painting, followed by lunch and 

optional critique. 

New! QI GONG FOR ADULTSFridays, 9:30-10:30am ï 8 ClassesOngoing, at the Kensington Community Center$120 for 8 classes. First one is free ï come check me out!
Drop-ins Welcome: $18 per class 
Qi Gong is an ancient Chinese form of energy cultivation. It is one of the basic 

self-healing techniques prescribed by Chinese medical practitioners. Qi Gong is a 

gentle exercise form that incorporates proper breathing with posture and move-

ment. Qi Gong is great for mild physical pain: back pain, shoulder pain, knee 

pain. It is also effective for PMS, infertility, and hot flashes, as well as balance, 

strength, and weight loss.
Additionally, after class at 10:30 am on the 2nd Friday of every month, Meg 

will lead a “Tea and Talk” discussing the origins of Qi Gong. All are welcome to 

attend.

Meg McDowell, LAc, MSTCM, is a certified Qi Gong therapist, as well as a 

licensed acupuncturist. Meg has a thriving practice in Kensington and specializes 

in women’s health. She’s delighted to be serving her community and providing 

Qi Gong, which has improved her life, as well as that of many others. For more 

information or to reserve, call Meg McDowell at 510-229-9922 or email her at 

NeedleSandQi@gmail.com. 




