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As has been the tradition for so many 
years, the Kensington Community 
Council will be holding the annual 
Parade and Picnic on October 20th 
from Noon to 3:30pm.  The parade 
participants will gather at the ACE 
Hardware parking lot at Amherst and 
Arlington at 11:30am. As a token of 
appreciation for years of service to 
our community, this year our Grand 

Marshal will be Gloria Morrison. 

After a quick march down the Arling-
ton to the Community Center, the 
party will begin in earnest! As always, 
local organizations and groups are 
invited to participate in the parade. 
Wear your Halloween costume and 
join the crowd as the parade makes 

Singer, Clayton King and Marvin Gardens’ Todd Hodson set the bar for fun low at last year’s picnic.

Update: Writ of Mandate Defense: $80K+

see Library, Page 6… 
Oct. Cash Mob: Nan Phelps Photography – See Pg. 6

Library Town Hall

Twenty-four residents attended the Kensington 
Library’s town hall meeting held on August 15th. 
This strategic planning meeting presented an 
opportunity for residents to let the library know 
how they felt the library could better help the com-
munity – what services, programs, and materials 
were desired; and which were no longer needed. 
(Would it be too quaint to report that homemade 
cookies were available to participants? Aahh – 
small town life!)

August Meeting Results

The Garden Party

The Kensington Education Foundation (KEF) 
event that raises money needed to provide enrich-
ment programs to Kensington Elementary School 
students celebrates its 30th year this November 
9th with a classic cinema theme. A community 
tradition that relies upon donations from area 
businesses to its live- and silent auctions, KEF’s 
Garden Party brings together school parents, 
alumnae, and supporters in a festive atmosphere 
of giving at the Mira Vista Country Club.

KEF is a non-profit organization with a mission 
of delivering academic enrichment programs to 
Hilltop students. The Garden Party, and its other 
fundraising efforts, ensure that Hilltop students 
continue to have access to library, art, PE, vocal 
music, and science and computer labs, as well as 
reading and math intervention and accelerated 

see Garden Party, Page 2… 

30th Anniversary

Coming Sunday, October 20th
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289 ARLINGTON AVENUE  510.524.0800
WWW.MARVINGARDENS.COM

Two lots in the beautiful El Cerrito Hills. Build your dream home and enjoy 
views of the Bay, Mt. Tam & the City. Or build two homes, live in one and rent 
the other. Lots are being sold together in one transaction. Listed at $350,00. 

Holly Bradford   510.527.91117770 & 7780 Earl Court, El Cerrito

Bill Grimason 510.527.550017 Beverly Court, Kensington

Your local Real Estate Resource
for Kensington, North Berkeley 

& beyond...

Private and secluded 2+-bdrm, 2-bath home plus cottage on a 14,720 sq. ft. 
parcel designed and planted by Planet Horticulture. The garden has been 
featured in many publications including Sunset Magazine. Built in 1926 and 
the first time ever on the market!                                          Listed at $729,000.   

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

Here’s my opinion on why people remain 
cranky in Kensington, despite the Board 
now consisting of five members who all 
vote alike: The influential ‘board support-
ers’ hold grudges and don’t understand 
contracts. They expressed outrage over 
paying for Bay View’s mailing to residents 
in 2010 the explanation for why our rates 
needed to go up, apparently without real-
izing that that money came out of Bay’s 
View’s franchise fee, not from our taxes, 
and that the mailing was normal. 

Those are the same ‘community leaders’ 
who selected an either like-minded police 
chief for us, or one who knows on which 
side his bread is buttered. They can’t seem 
to understand that not all of us are thrilled 
with his performance, so they’re angry 
with those of us who’d prefer a police 
chief who is good at bridging differences 
and calming waters over one who won’t 
admit his own mistakes and who attracts 
law suits.  

And the KCC went outside Kensington to 
hire an Outlook editor who fans flames. (A 
previous BCC president defended him as 
‘stimulating.’)  

This past election was waged on the 
charged shortcomings of the losing can-
didates, not on the competence of the 
winners. Reelecting Toombs and elect-
ing Gillette was supposed to solve all our 
problems, all caused, we were told, by 
‘troublemakers.’ It now seems we have 
five incompetent Board members, and to 
prove it our taxes have been ‘voted up’ as 
high as they can go without a new referen-
dum. Our Board’s expensive and unneces-
sary defense-against-the-writ is a drop in 
the bucket compared to the overall lawyer 
bills and redundant and/or unnecessary 
‘studies’ our Board has authorized (with 
more to come).  

In the next election three of them will be 
up for reelection. I hope that there are 
three civic-minded residents, not part of 
our grudge-holding ‘ruling elite,’ and not 
yet sullied by the Outlook, who will run on 
transparency and competence and actually 
end the dysfunction.  

Anna Shane

The Outlook sullies residents based on 
merit, and in the order in which their rele-
vant contributions to civic life are brought 
to our attention. If you haven’t yet been 
sullied, please be patient – we promise 
to get to everyone. To be fair, those previ-
ously sullied in the national press will be 
sullied last. (We’re also happy to accom-
modate those who prefer to be hullied, or 
gullied – just ask!)  – Ed.

Cranky in Kensington

OCT 2013

It is widely accepted that groups make 
contributions to political campaigns for 
legislative gain. One reason we have cam-
paign reporting laws is so the voting public 
is aware of such influences on their repre-
sentatives. Yes, the police officers have a 
right to contribute to campaigns, but that 
does not mean it is appropriate for the can-
didates to accept them, particularly when 
they are serving on the contract negotiat-
ing committee. If people are outraged that 
Cathie Kosel used Bay View’s mailing 
list, why aren’t they equally outraged that 
other candidates accepted a large contri-
bution from a group whose contract was 
up for renewal?

I resent the accusation that my fellow peti-
tioners & I are MAKING the KPPSCD 
spend large amounts of money on legal 
bills. Is Bay View being blamed for 
making the district spend over $175,000 

on that matter? The KPPSCD board them-
selves decided to vigorously fight the 
petition rather than find other settlement 
options. When I saw the lengthy response 
prepared by the board attorneys, my first 
reaction was ‘How many billable hours 
did this cost?’ The board decided to file an 
anti-SLAPP motion against the petitioners 
in an attempt to bully and intimidate us 
into withdrawing the petition. This motion 
was denied by the judge in the case, and 
now the board has decided to spend dis-
trict money to appeal. The board would 
rather squander district money on legal 
fees than to admit that they did not follow 
their own procedures. I am quite sure that 
Hanson-Bridgett law firm is quite happy 
to keep those billable hours going. 

The board wants to argue that they are not 
obliged to follow its Policy and Procedures 
Manual, claiming that it is only advisory. 
It is pretty outrageous that they claim that 
they only need follow rules when they 
want to. It is especially outrageous that 
it is the directors of our local district who 
are making that claim.

Mabry Benson

Contributions, Legal Fees

math programs within their school day. In 
one evening alone, the Garden Party raises 
nearly half of the funds needed to provide 
a year’s worth of these programs.

Businesses have already donated hun-
dreds of goods and services for auction 
this year, and Garden Party volunteers are 
busy seeking more before the online cata-
log goes live October 24th. Sponsorships 
are also available, and allow businesses 
to gain visibility in the community, while 
contributing to a great cause. Masterworks 
Fine Art, Ruth Frassetto of the Grubb 
Company, Joie de Vivre Hotels, Mechan-
ics Bank, and the Mira Vista Country club 
have been key supporters of the event for 
many years. 

Garden Party Co-chair, Patty Robertson 
says this online auction and the event-day 
silent- and live auctions, together with 
games and raffles and a new raise-the-
paddle feature, present the community and 
event attendees with many ways to give, 
and to show support for their community 
school. “One person might choose to bid 
on one of the auction’s popular travel get-
aways; another to give through Raise the 
Paddle; another might not be able to make 
the event, but could choose to support the 
event through the online auction,” said 
Robertson.

School principal, Judy Sanders credits 
KEF programs in part for Hilltop’s great 
reputation. “The Garden Party really is a 
Kensington tradition that is so essential 
to our school community. A child’s edu-
cation is more than just reading, writing 
and arithmetic; it is also music, art, PE, 
science, computers and all of the other 
classes that KEF is able to provide for our 
students, thanks to fundraisers such as the 
Garden Party,” said Sanders.

Donations are being sought for the Garden 
Party now. The rich tradition of silent auc-
tion items wouldn’t be complete without 
the great getaways and dining opportuni-
ties, fine art, and jewelry that partygoers 
anticipate each year. If you or your busi-
ness wouldlike to donate, email patty.
robertson@gmail.com or go to http://bit.
ly/14uH0Nl; to reserve tickets send Patty 
an email or call 525-7735. 

Tickets will be available as of Septem-
ber 23rd for the event that begins at 5pm, 
November 9th, at Mira Vista Country 
Club. This year the emphasis is on cel-
ebration. Visit the on-site photographer 
to capture your inner movie star, try your 
luck with a chance to win great prizes, and 
then end your evening dancing the night 
away to live music!

…Garden Party, from Page 1

The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the contributors, and do not 
necessarily represent the opinion of The Outlook, its editor, or the publisher, the Kensing-
ton Community Council. Residents are invited to submit letters on matters of interest to 
the community. Letters must be signed and include the author’s address and phone number 
(address and phone will not be published). Publication is subject to space limitations and 
the editor’s discretion. Letters of 250 or fewer words are preferred. One letter per person, 
per issue. (PLEASE NOTE: Modern digital customs call for one space, rather than the 
traditional two, after all periods.) E-mail preferred, to: Editor@KensingtonOutlook.com 
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ADULT RECREATION CLASSES

Jazzercise is a blend of jazz dance 
& exercise science. Each class 
is choreographed and set to your 
favorite music – Top 40, jazz, funk, 
country, and classics. Choreogra-
phy is easy to follow and will moti-
vate and challenge you. Workout 
includes cardio, muscle toning, 
& strength training with weights. 
Wear aerobic shoes & bring a mat. 
Sign up anytime. Register at class. 
Bring water and your mat. Ques-
tions? Call Kevin at 486-2728. 

Ongoing: MONDAY Å WEDNESDAY Å FRIDAY
Kensington Community Center Å 8:15am - 9:15am

    

REGISTRATION

KCC/KASEP Ofýce: 59 Arlington 
Ave., Bldg E (Across the grassy ýeld 
above the tennis courts in Kensing-
ton Park), Kensington CA 94707. 
E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com. 525-
0292. M-F, 10am-4pm.

Tennis Court Reserva-
tions: For weekends and holi-
days only, beginning at 9am.  
Call the KCC ofýce for info. Court 
Fees: 45-min. singles reservation: 
Residents: $2; Nonres: $5.

Kensington Community Center 
Rental Info: Please call KPPCSD  
(Kensington Police Protection and 
Community Services District) at 510-
526-4141.

BODY SCULPTING FOR ADULTS – New Instructor!
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9-10am Å Ongoing
Kensington Community Center

Looking for a fun and effective way to incorporate strength training into your life 
without joining a gym? If you suffer from symptoms of arthritis, diabetes, osteo-
porosis, obesity, back pain, or depression, then strength training might help.  

Please join Kevin Knickerbocker in this 60-minute strength training and flexibil-
ity class. Only $7 a class! Drop-ins welcome.

OCT 2013

KASEP

Kudos & thanks to all our generous 
families and supporters for embrac-
ing KASEP Online registration. There 
was a wonderful sense of anticipa-
tion that filled the air as eager parents 
waited for the start of ONLINE KASEP 
FALL Registration. The clock struck 
6:00pm and fingers started dancing on 
keyboards. It was a very successful 
and smooth launch into the world of 
automation, with over 300 spaces filled 
in the first 48 hours of registration!   
Good-bye to the tradition of lottery and 
Tuesday night class sign-up, and hello 
to innovation by embracing technology 
and change.

Kensington After-School Enrichment 
Program Å FALL Session

This Fall, there are over 50 classes to 
choose from, ranging from “I want to 
learn how to play electric guitar” in 
the rock-n-roll BandWorks class, and 
“Let’s build the Golden Gate Bridge” 
in Carpentry, to “I’m going to sew a 
quilt to give Mom a special present.” 
KCC classes teach life skills that carry 
you into adulthood – music, tennis, 
cooking, karate, and art. Mark your 
calendars: KASEP Winter Online 
Registration is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 3rd; 6pm.

Classes are in session; starting Sep-
tember 16th and continuing through to 
Friday, December 20th. Give a high-five 
to Sandy Thacker (carpentry instruc-
tor) as she is celebrating her 30th year 
teaching with KCC! (But do put down 
that hammer, first, won’t you?) 

New! QI GONG FOR ADULTS
Fridays, 9:30-10:30am – 8 Classes
Ongoing, at the Kensington Community Center
Cost: $120 for 8 classes. First one is free – come check me out!
Drop-ins Welcome: $18 per class 

Qi Gong is an ancient Chinese form of energy cultivation. It is one of the basic 
self-healing techniques prescribed by Chinese medical practitioners. Qi Gong is a 
gentle exercise form that incorporates proper breathing with posture and move-
ment. Qi Gong is great for mild physical pain: back pain, shoulder pain, knee 
pain. It is also effective for PMS, infertility, and hot flashes, as well as balance, 
strength, and weight loss.

Meg McDowell, LAc, MSTCM, is a certified Qi Gong therapist, as well as a 
licensed acupuncturist. Meg has a thriving practice in Kensington and specializes 
in women’s health. She’s delighted to be serving her community and providing 
Qi Gong, which has improved her life, as well as that of many others. For more 
information or to reserve, call Meg McDowell at 510-229-9922 or email her at 
NeedleSandQi@gmail.com. 

ACRYLIC ARTISTS  
Wednesdays, 9:45am-12:30pm
Kensington Community Center

Bring your paints, lunch and creativity! Join this group of artists and 
paint in community. The room has lots of natural light and space. 
The first part of the morning is painting, followed by lunch and 
optional critique. 

$100 and Above
Dick and Betty Bloomer

Lisa Caronna-Perley
Janet and Frank Forsburg
Dane and Patricia Gillette

Joe and Page Holmes
Bart Jones

Maria and David LaForge
Alison McLean
Paula Meader 

Samuel D. Post
Leslie Reckler & Cameron Moore 
Barbara Smith and Cortis Cooper 

Eileen Van Heuit

$50.00
Theodore Blanckenburg

The Newman Family Trust 
Caro Grosvenor

David Hampton & Lillian Fujimoto 
M.E. Hutchings

S. Kim Morimoto
Bruce Morrow
Rich Seyfarth

Jonathan Vines
Jim and Irene Watt

Ron and Susan Yourd

Up to $25
Melanie Anderson

Michiko and Russell Asao-Wells
Jeanine  Augst
Gloria Bayne

Gerald Berreman & Keiko Yamanaka 
Ann Bettelheim
Lynda Bradford
Elizabeth Brown

Charles Clark
Bonnie Davis

Didier and Danielle De Fontaine
Thomas Dean

Patricia and Walter Ellis
Deborah and Michael Feiler

Lewis Feldman
Charles and Clavel Fender

Michelle and Ewan Ferguson
Eloise Fox

George and Lita Fries
Marian Gade

Jim and Violette Gallardo
Evelyn Bingham Goodman

Cecile Grant
E.E. Hammonds & Scott Family

Kenneth Hempel
Harold and Mary Ella Johnston

Mc Claran and Mary Louise Jordan
Jane Kaplan

Ernest and Ann Katler
Eileen and John Kramer
Ernest and Bettine Kuh

Iris Lam and Wayne Wong 
Lisa Larkins

Debbie Laudencia-Chingcuanco
Phil Matson

Rosary Matteson
Katherine Merrill & Tracy Clay 

Janet Messman
Alex and Tamara Mihailovski

Anneliese Miller
Patricia Morrison

Rolf Muller
Betty Jane Nevis

Thomas Newcomb
Sally and Alexander Nichols

Willa O’Connor
Lavinia Oppenheim

Lorraine Osmundson
Kimberly Paige

Rodney and Sarah Paul
Dorothy Portner

Amy and William Lee Resner
Arno and Toshiko Schniewind

Leonard and Elizabeth Sell
Ilene and Richard Sheng

Marjorie Spencer
Gene Staus

Virginia Stefan & Juan Quilez
Beverly Thiele

Carla Van Slyke
Carol and William Wenzel
Michael and Robin Winton

A. J. Woodworth
Homero and Ines Yearwood

KCC ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
Thanks for Your Generous Donations!

Å SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, October 20th, Noon-3:30pm Å
KCC PARADE and PICNIC – Want to march in the parade? Call KCC at 525-0292




