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KMAC Advises: No New Cell

In January, the Kensington
Municipal Advisory Council
received a request from the
Contra Costa County Dept.
of Conservation and Devel-
opment to review Land Use
Permit applications submitted
to the county by New Cingular
Wireless (AT&T). On February
26th, the permit applications
were reviewed at a much-
larger-than-usual KMAC meet-
ing at the Community Center.

According to county Project
Planner, Francisco Avila, the
project includes nine sites at
which AT&T would attach two
antennas and associated electri-
cal equipment to existing util-
ity poles — some poles to be
extended and others, replaced.

According to the applications,
fiber optic cables would be
strung overhead between poles
to carry the signal, stemming
from a central equipment hub
to the antennas; all of the pro-
posed equipment would be
attached to the poles, with no
equipment on the ground.

Located in the public right-
of-way, each pole would be
extended from its current esti-
mated height of approximately
37-39 ft. to a new height of
47-49 ft; 2 panel antennas, 1
transformer, 1 battery back-up
cabinet, 1 radio unit, and misc.
electrical equipment would be

installed on each pole.

Under the Kensington Planning
Ordinance, views, sunlight, and
privacy are all issues that can be
considered in regard to the cell

wireless communication. As
more people drop land lines,
they expect the same quality of
service from wireless commu-
nication.”

President, Patrick Tahara presided over an overflow crowd at last month’s
KMAC meeting, where a proposal to locate new cell egipment was reviewed.

phone proposal. Under federal
law, however, any health issues
related to cell towers cannot
be invoked as reasons to reject
the proposed application. (See
Contra Costa County 1998
Telecommunication Policy at
http://tinyurl.com/ahhwgud.)

According to Ken Mintz, AT&T
External Affairs Director in
Contra Costa County, “We
need to continue to upgrade
the capacity and reliability of

Matt Yurgevich, an agent on
behalf of AT&T Mobility,
said, “We’re not proposing cell
towers. We’re proposing min-
iature facilities co-located onto
existing utility poles — to fill
in coverage gaps, taking into
account the trees and hills, etc.

“We’re proposing two anten-
nas and two boxes affixed to
the poles, a PG&E meter, and
a small plug, all painted brown
to match the poles. We’re not

“Towers’

proposing any transformers.
In some instances we’re pro-
posing to extend the poles
about 7-ft. Impacted services
will include voice, data, Inter-
net, mapping, 911, and email.
We chose to space the poles
throughout the area, keeping in
mind existing wireless service,
while  respecting...aesthetics
and the particularities of each
pole; state-required separation
from the power lines is another
consideration.”

Despite many residents’ insis-
tence to the contrary, Yurgevich
assured the crowd that there
was “no established docu-
mentation” that the proposed
facilities would affect health or
property values.

In a provocative contribution to
the discussion, Kensington res-
ident Joe Carlson offered this
opinion (one which he did not
hold alone): “The major risk
factors are from the handset,
not from the antennas. There
may be less exposure by having
more antennas, as they transmit
at lower volume, the less dis-
tance they have to cover.”

According to reports, AT&T
refused an offered continuance
of the matter contingent upon
installation of some mock pole
extensions, to give residents an

see Cell Towers, Page 9...
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MARVIN

GARDENS  Your local Real Estate Resource

REAL ESTATE o
for Kensington, North Berkeley
& beyond...
188 Arlington Avenue Kensington

Superbly maintained 4br/3+ba. Bay views,
spacious living room with fireplace, formal
dining, family/rumpus room with fireplace,
master suite. Updated kitchen has top-quality
appliances. Earthquake retrofitting, new
insulation, patio, deck, off-street parking plus

garage. Near Village. $1,195,000.
Tim Cannon & Anne Politeo 510.527.5500

71 Norwood Avenue Kensington

Sweet Craftsman bungalow with vintage
details and a sunny garden room/office. A
grand old oak and redwood add a special
touch to the garden. 2 brs, 1.5 baths, lovely
living room, dining room with built-ins, plus
a banquette for informal meals in the kitchen.

Choice location. $545,000.
510.524.0800

Celia Concus

You ARE INVITED! APRIL 5TH, 5-7:30PM

RIP MATTESON RETROSPECTIVE

Please come to a reception celebrating
the opening of our new exhibit of oil
paintings, cartoons and drawings by
beloved local artist Rip Matteson.

289 ARLINGTON AVENUE 510.524.0800

WWW.MARVINGARDENS.COM
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- A NwConnd}/ Service -

A delivery service for
community residents.

e Sponsored by community-based
businesses.

e Customized same-day
deliveries to your doorstep.

e Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting~

Classified Advertising

Classified ad rates are $6 a line (45 spaces or
characters), with a 2-line minimum. Online
ad forms are available after the back issues
listings at: www.KensingtonOutlook.com.

Display and classified advertising:
Please mail to Kensington Outlook, 18
Kingston Rd., Kensington, CA 94707.
Other mail to: 59 Arlington Ave.,
Kensington, CA 94707. Thank you!

May Advertising Deadline......... April 8
May Editorial Deadline............ April 10

Copyright © 2013 Kensington Community Council

The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the contributors, and do
not necessarily represent the opinion of The Outlook, its editor, or the publisher, the
Kensington Community Council. Residents are invited to submit letters on matters of
interest to the community. Letters must be signed and include the author’s address and
phone number (address and phone will not be published). Publication is subject to space
limitations. Letters of 250 or fewer words are preferred. One letter per person, per issue.
(PLEASE NOTE: Modern digital customs call for one space, rather than the tradi-
tional two, after all periods.) E-mail preferred, to: Editor@KensingtonOutlook.com

| Letters to the Editor '

Giving Hypocrisy a Bad Name
Editor Kensington Outlook:

In your response to the thoughtful and per-
ceptive letter of Kevin Padian in the last
issue, pointing out what apparently he may
and | and many others | know do think of
(sic) as your blatant bias and journalistic
dishonesty, you ended with the following
paragraph, and you wrote:

“As stated previously, it is a tradition in
this country that the job of the press is to
serve as a “watchdog” of our elected offi-
cials. The Outlook does its best to uphold
that tradition, and reports malfeasance, if
and where it is found. — Ed.”

How noble. What is it they say about
people who wrap themselves in the flag?
Well, whatever that is, it is my strongly
held opinion that you give hypocrisy a bad
name.

Leonard Schwartzburd

Doesn’t hypocrisy have a bad name,
already? — Ed.

What’s Wrong in Kensington
Dear Editor:
Something is wrong in Kensington, when:

(1) The Board writes a “code of conduct”
for our citizens, including requiring us to
address Board members and employees by
their formal titles, but won’t write normal
rules for our employees;

(2) When the Outlook editor limits citizen
letters to 250 words or less, but allows
himself unlimited space to ‘refute’ those
letters with unsubstantiated claims, innu-
endo and opinion;

(3) When our police chief claims his offi-
cers responded to an anonymous ‘tip,” (not
plausible given telephone technology) and
uses that excuse to justify ‘questioning’ an
African American child waiting for a bus;

(4) When our Board authorizes hundreds
of thousands of dollars a year in legal
expenses, ‘defending’ us against personnel
lawsuits and contractor rate increases, and
won’t report those expenses;

(5) When our police chief, without public
discussion or citizen input, announces a
controversial driving limitation, and only
later finds he isn’t authorized to alter
county signs;

(6) When a Board president, in a media
interview, suggests balancing our budget
by canceling plans for underground power
lines, without knowing we don’t have that
option either;

(7) When the only practical check on the
‘authority” of our police chief is our Gen-
eral Manager, who happens also to be our
police chief.

Shouldn’t homeowners demand that our
elected representatives hire an indepen-
dent and experienced General Manager,
to implement normal administrative and
accounting procedures and intervene to
resolve disputes and avoid litigation?

Anna Shane

“The Footnotes”

(1) The code of conduct one-pager made
available at recent KPPCSD meetings was
developed in response to the request by a
resident who holds a Ph.D. to be addressed
at Board meetings as, “Doctor,” and is a
summary of the existing policy statements
found in the board’s policy manual, sec-
tion 4000.

There is currently a committee working
on updating the Board Policies and Pro-
cedures Manual, including rules for Dis-
trict employees. It meets the 3rd Tuesday

of most months at 7pm in the side room
of the Community Center, and is open to
anyone who wants to observe.

(2) The 250-word policy for Letters to the
Editor was established by the Outlook’s
publisher, the Kensington Community
Council — not by the editor. Its purpose
is to include as many voices as possible
in what is limited space. While I, as the
editor, also do my best to be brief, when
there is a community issue that | feel needs
to be addressed, | take the space that is
needed in order to address it properly —
and | consider it my job to do so.

(3) There’s no reason to believe the
communication received by the police
department was anything other than an
anonymous call — there’s no “claim” or
“tip” involved. It’s possible that the writer
may not be familiar with current number
blocking technology. If residents would
prefer that police officers NOT respond to
callers who are concerned about people
who appear to them to be loitering in the
neighborhood, a request for a change
in that policy should be directed to the
KPPCSD Board.

(4) The amount of money the District
spends on legal fees is public information,
and is detailed in its budget, which is pub-
lished monthly and distributed with each
agenda packet. (See budget line item 830
[legal] and 890 [waste-recycle] for the
amount of legal fees incurred on a monthly
basis and on a year-to-date basis.)

Most of the litigation costs and fees are
incurred in an effort to defend the District
from litigation that it did not initiate —
for example, a claim for writ of mandate
brought by two former directors and seven
residents; it is also being forced to defend
litigation filed by Bay View Refuse. In each
case the District believes the claims lack
merit, but there is no choice other than to
answer each such complaint and to incur
costs and expenses in so doing.

In the course of defending such litigation
there is often attorney-client privileged
information involved, which the District
has the option not to disclose. Other bill-
ings that relate to personnel matters are
also legally privileged to the extent they
relate to ongoing litigation or to personnel
investigations, and the District has chosen
not to waive that privilege, as well.

(5) Subsequent to his announcement at
the February KPPCSD meeting, that the
County would be making a change to
traffic flow patterns at the intersection
of Arlington and Sunset, Police Chief
Harman reported in March’s Outlook that
the information he had received regarding
the County’s decision (not his) was incor-
rect, and that the policy regarding any
changes at that intersection has yet to be
finalized. Chief Harman never reported
the change as his decision, and when the
information he’d received on which he’d
based his report was found to be incorrect,
he updated his report to the community.

(6) Current Board President, Tony Lloyd
said, “To the best of my recollection |
have never discussed the subject of under-
grounding with the media. | definitely
have not commented on any (such) plans
Kensington might have.” Former Board
President, Chuck Toombs, said, “I never
said this. We as a board have no impact
on the power lines, nor do we have any
budget items for them — they are outside
of our jurisdiction.”

(7) The **practical check on the author-
ity of our police chief” is not the Gen-
eral Manager, but the KPPCSD Board of
Directors — there are five people supervis-
ing the COP. If the GM/COP position were
to be separated into two positions, it would
be by a vote of the Board. As the Board is

See Letters, Page 5...
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION

KIDS AFTER SCHOOL

Kensington Community Council’s After-
School Enrichment Program (KASEP)
spring session is in progress, ending

Friday, May 31st. This the last session
of KASEP classes for this school year.
KASEP classes will resume in Septem-
ber.

NO KASEP during spring break -
Monday, April 1st — Friday, April 5th.

SUMMER DAY CAMP

Online Registration

Don’t miss out on what’s happening this
summer in your neighborhood! KCC
Summer Day camp offers traditional
camp activities like games, sports, and
arts & crafts fun. These activities run
side-by-side with a variety of innova-
tive and exciting camp options: saw and
hammer in carpentry, build thought-
provoking projects in engineering, play
drums in an ensemble, design your own
jewelry, and learn the art of clowning
around in Circus Week. Each week
enjoy a different experience.

Come explore our beautiful camp set-
ting nested in the Berkeley hills. Enroll
by the week. Camp runs for 10 weeks,
starting Mon., June 10th thru Fri., Aug.
16th. Self-directed, unstructured time is
part of the camp experience too, allow-
ing time for children to socialize, make
personal choices, and have a voice in
the activities they choose.

KCC Summer Day Camp is for children
entering 1st thru 6th grades in the fall.
Camp is a full, fun day — from 9am-
5pm. Just $235 per week per camper!

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
SCHEDULE*

Week 1: June 10-14
Carpentry with Sandy
+ Field Trip: The Jungle

Week 2: June 17-21
Engineering with Lance
+ Field Trip: Oakland Zoo

Week 3: June 24-28
Mask Making with Shelly — Spirit Week
+ Field Trip: Adventure Playground

Week 4: July 1-5
Sports & Games with Kim Roots
$190 for the week/Closed on the 4th

Week 5: July 8-12
Fun with Drumming w/Scott
+ Field Trip: Lake Anza

Week 6: July 15-19
Gymnastics with Judy Baker — Olympic
Week + Field Trip: New Exploratorium

Week 7: July 22-26
Gymnastics with Judy Baker
+ Miniature Golf at Scandia

Week 8: July 29-Aug. 2
Jewelry & Leather Creation

— Spirit Week + Indoor Soccer
& Rock Climbing at Bladium

Week 9: August 5-9
Circus Fun with Doug

ADULT RECREATION CLASSES

New! BODY SCULPTING/
CORE CONDITIONING
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9-10am

Instructor: Catherine Martikan, M.A.

Have you been looking for a fun and
effective way to incorporate strength

training into your life without joining a
gym or hiring a personal trainer? Are you
aware that, if you suffer from symptoms
of the following conditions or diseases,
strength training might help: arthritis,
diabetes, osteoporosis, obesity, back pain
and depression? Then this class is for
you!

Please join Catherine for this 60-minute
strength training and flexibility class,
incorporating motivating music with play
lists that appeal to everyone. Only $7.00
a class! Drop-ins welcome.

You’ll need a mat, at least one set of free

weights, and an exercise band. If there’s an

item you don’t have, please contact Cathe-
rine prior to class, as some equipment may
be available for your use. Email Catherine
to register at jazrcat@comcast.net.

\arzercise

Kevin Knickerbocker leads students
through a low impact, muscle-safe
exercise routine at Low Impact Jazzer-
cise classes scheduled every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday at 8:15am at the
Kensington Community Center.

MONDAY A WEDNESDAY A FRIDAY
8:15am - 9:15am

Every Jazzercise fitness class combines
dance-based cardio with strength train-
ing and stretching to sculpt, tone, and
lengthen muscles for maximum fat burn.
Choreographed to today’s hottest music,
Jazzercise is a fusion of jazz dance, resis-
tance training, Pilates, yoga, and kickbox-
ing.

Drop-ins, pay-as-you-go, and monthly
electronic funds transfer plans are avail-
able. Join Kevin, bring water and your

+ Lake Temescal/lce Cream Treats

Week 10: August 12-16
Cooking with Vicky Brodt
+ Playland Not at the Beach

Morning-care and after-care is avail- mat. Questions? Call Kevin at 486-2728.

able for an additional fee.

* Changes in the schedule may be
made for unexpected circumstances.

ACRYLIC PAINTING
Wednesdays, 9:45am - 1:30pm
$32/month ($36/nonresidents)
Community Center

GRADUATING
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

Each year, The Outlook publishes
a picture of Kensington students
graduating from high school. This
year, the photo will be taken on
Sunday May 5th at 3pm. Students
who attended all or part of their
elementary school years at Kens-
ington Hilltop Elementary School,
as well as high school seniors living
in Kensington who are enrolled
in public or private schools in the

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS HERE!

Pay by
Credit Card!

We are happy to announce KCC Summer Camp On-Line Registration is here!
Summer Camp registration started in March and is off and running smoothly.
Online registration accepts only credit cards. If paying by check or cash, you will
need to come to the KCC Office to pay. To access online registration, go to www.
AboutKensington.com, Kid Services; or at www.KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org,
which will also take you to KCC Summer Day Camp Registration.

Bring your paints, easel, canvas, and
creativity to this experienced group
of artists. These artists are support-
ive and provide community and
conversation around art. To join this
informal yet professional group of
artists, call Stan at 533-3003.

www.AboutKensington.com, Kid Services
www.KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org e

Save the Date!

Kensington Community Center
Rental Info: Please call Kensington
Police Protection and Community Ser-
vices District (KPPCSD) at 526-4141.

REGISTRATION Thanks to Our Generous KASEP Scholarship Donors — Spring 2013!

Rory Prendergast & Kristel Rietesel
Barrie Quan & Noel Diaz
Yvetteh Ortiz
Csaba Rekeczky & Csilla Csipak

Scott Adler & Lisa Trottier
Stuart. Bale & Isabelle Sodini
Sophia Borodutsky
Marni & Paris Deshong

KCC/KASEP Ofyce: 59 Arlington Ave.,
Bldg E (Across the grassy yeld above the
tennis courts in Kensington Park), Kens-

ington CA 94707. E-mail: kccrec@yahoo. Laura Dalton & Andrew Farquhanson Scott Schonfeldt
Angie Koontz Yvonne & Fau Shum
com. 525-0292. M-F, 10am-4pm. g Jenny Stockford

Yasue & Yuji Kusugi
Sangwei Lu
Ann McDermott
Kaspar Mossman & Adrienne Bentley
Linda & John Munyan
Anna & Ron Porter
Steve Pottier & Susan Cunningham

Karina & Matt Tindol
Kristy & Andrew Van Herick
Cullen & Richelle Wilkerson

Liwen Wu
David Yarnell & Sarah Rowell
Michael Ziegler and Leigh Marz

Tennis Court Reservations: For week-
ends and holidays only, beginning at 9am.
Call the KCC ofyce for information. Court
Fees: Residents — $2 for a 45-min. singles
reservation. Nonresident: $5.
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Featured Properties

330 Vermont Ave. Berkeley
Rare duplex. 1BR/1BA units. Sweet 2BR/1BA with views of the Bay.
O ered at $625,000 O ered at $718,000

Pending Sold

202-204 Princeton Ave 'Kensington

7701 Potrero Ave. El Cerrito
4BR/2BA - O ered at $675,000

57 Edgecroft Rd. Kensington
R0 o

256 Amherst Ave. Kensington
I O A

P

37 Ardmore Rd. Kensington
3BR/2+BA - O ered at $1,150,000

51 Windsor Ave. Kensington
000I0CONIO0oNONItomooooo

6210 Lagunitas Rd. El Cerrito
O M [ [

Market Snapshot - February 1- Present
8 O 0
O 0 0 o M
] A A R A o A N A M
OO00000000000000000 000000

0T 0t A )
is service is complimentary and con dential.

R F , CRS

Over twenty-seven years of experience you can count on.
510.652.2133/414

rfrassetto@grubbco.com

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information

Information deemed relaible but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.

Where will your
child be going to middle
school next year?

GRADES 5-8 0 ARCHWAYSCHOOL.ORG

5

ARCHWAY SCHOOL
Preparing Learners for Life.

Open House — Save the Date!
Wednesday, April 1705 to 7pm

“Tuesday” School Tours
April 9, 16, 23, 30 0 8:45 to10am

1940 Virginia Street, Berkeley, CA 94709 (510) 849-4747 x28

Neighborhood Notes

The Diligent Dispose of Docs ‘n’ Drugs Dis Month
In its ongoing efforts to assist the community in becoming more fire safe, the
Kensington Fire Department will be hold-
ing another community “shredding event”
on Sat., April 13th, from 10am-2pm in the
community center/library parking lot. Clear
out old files and papers and have them
securely and safely destroyed — while you
watch — then returned to a paper mill for
recycling. Free. Vial of Life packets and
24-hour Emergency Kits available to those
who have not received them...Then, on
Sat., April 27th, drop off your unwanted/
expired medications and narcotics at the
Public Safety Bldg., 217 Arlington Ave.,
from 10am-2pm. Medications flushed
down the toilet pollute our drinking water
and ground soil. Unwanted medications
left in your medicine cabinet put children
and teens at risk. Sponsored by KFPD and
KPPCSD. Free. Questions/More Informa-
tion at 215-4450.

Help Homeless Youth in Contra Costa County
Contra Costa Youth Continuum of Services has been serving the needs of home-
less youth in Contra Costa County for the past decade. Many of the young people
this program serves come to the program having never held a job. Through
CCYCS, they learn skills for job searching, interviewing, and maintaining
employment. One of the barriers they face in ynding work is lack of professional
attire. CCYCS is currently building a large Interview Clothes Closet to help
eliminate this barrier, and they need our help. They’re requesting in-kind dona-
tions of professional attire, including slacks, skirts, blouses, dress shirts, sports
coats, ties, and dress shoes and socks. They’ll pick up donations or you can drop
them off at their youth shelter, 845B Brookside Drive, Richmond, 94801. Con-
tact Director, Molly Henricks at (415) 342-2610 for more information. (Can you
imagine starting off your work life in the current economic climate? Let’s give
these youngsters a hand!)

Principals of the Year Honored

Last month, the West Contra Costa Unified School Dis-
trict honored Matt Burnham, principal of Portola Middle
School, and Judy Sanders, principal of Kensington Hill-
top Elementary, (both center, right) with Principal of the
Year awards. Many teachers, parents, and students were
there to show their wholehearted support for both of these
wonderful educators.

Around Town...
Kathryn Roszak is excited to announce her Dance Summer Camp for ages 4-13+,
weekdays, July 15-26, at her new North Berkeley location. Info at www.DLK-
dance.com...Back in February, KPPCSD President, Tony Lloyd, Director Linda
Lipscomb, and COP/GM, Greg Harman
attended the Richmond Elks Club Ofycer
of the Year awards dinner (1), at which
Chris Turner was recognized as Kensing-
ton Ofycer of the Year. Congrats, Ofycer
Turner — good work!...Marvin Gardens
Real Estate co-owners, Todd Hodson,
Marion Henon, and Ron Egherman (2)
threw a bash to re-christen their Arlington
Avenue ofyce T and a re-christening it
was, as their ofyce has been pooded twice
in just the last six months. Mazel tov!...
Kensington Public Safety Council President, Peter Liddell (3) provided opening
remarks at a recent Emergency Preparedness talk given by Berkeley Disaster
Preparedness Trainer, Pam Grossman. For preparedness tips, see http://tinyurl.
com/cchjrd3...Also: The music presented
at the Arlington Community Church’s
Second Friday Concert Series has been
as good as any you’ll hear, anywhere.
Last month it was opera — as in the previ-
ous ACC concert, positively transporting.
And, there’s cake! Don’t miss classical
pianist, John Boyajy, April 12th.







