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NNO Coordinator, Ofcr Doug Wilson, joined Jadyne & David Buchholz & friends in 2009

Along with the traditional outside lights and front porch vigils, on
August 2nd Kensington will once again celebrate National Night Out
with block parties and cookouts.

National Night Out is designed to raise crime prevention awareness,
generate support for —and participation in — local anti-crime programs,
strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships,
and send a message to criminals letting them know that neighbor-
hoods are organized and yghting back.

According to NNO coordinator, Ofycer Doug Wilson, last year there
were 17 National Night Out house parties in Kensington, spanning
the district, from Oak View Avenue and Grizzly Peak Blvd. to Lake
Drive and Highland Blvd. Ofycers gave short presentations at each
party, and the Fire Department showed up to greet the children and
talk about CERT (Community Emergency Response Team).

If you'd like to host a party or otherwise participate, con-
tact Ofycer Wilson at dwilson@kensingtoncalifornia.org or
526-4141, ext. 38. Local criminals will hate you for it! More
information is also available at www.nationalnightout.org.
We’ll leave the light on for you!

Directors Rumble -
Bay View Takes Toys
and Goes Home . . .
Rate Increase Denied

JUNE’S PROPOSITION 218 HEARING

“l don’t do business with anybody with a gun to my head.” -
KPPCSD President Toombs in reference to the request from Bay
View for reassignment of the waste hauling contract to another
company. “Stay outa my face!”” T Director Metcalf to Director
Lipscomb. “Get some medication!”” T Director Kosel to Nicki
Kaiser. Chuck told Cathie she was going to have to stay after the
meeting and bang the erasers — or words to that effect — and Bay
View Refuse basically told Kensington to “Take this job and
shove it!”” (though not in so many words).

Such was the level of discourse at the June 9th KPCSD meeting
and 218 Hearing regarding the rate increase requested by Bay
View Refuse — a meeting full of surprises.

In congruence with the terms of the contact between Bay View
and KPPCSD, and at a cost of thousands of dollars, KPPCSD
had scheduled the hearing in response to Bay View’s rate
request. (Interestingly, Bay View can pass on its cost of nego-
tiations [lawyers, etc.], successful or not, to the rate base as an
operating expense and then through a quirk of the contract in
place, ask for a 12% profit on that expense.)

Halfway through the hearing, and prior to Board discussion lead-
ing to a vote on the issue, Bay View owner, Lew Figone, and his
representatives apparently sensed things weren’t trending their
way, submitted a letter to the District requesting assignment of
the waste hauling contract to another provider — Republic Ser-
vices, Inc., and abruptly left the hearing. (Republic Services is
a nationwide company which handles refuse pick up for other
cities in the Bay Area, including Richmond, EI Cerrito, and
Piedmont.)

Prior to Board discussion and the vote, Kensington resident,

Nicki Kaiser asked Director Cathie Kosel to recuse herself from
voting on the matter (a request which Cathie refused). In May,

see Bay View, Page 9...




PAGE 2

KENSINGTON

OuUTLOOK

JULY/AUG 2011

MARVIN
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REAL ESTATE

289 ARLINGTON AVENUE 510.524.0800

When You Do Things Right,

Great Things Happen.

Select Listings

80 Kensington Road Kensington

Lovely 3br/2ba ranch-style on a large
lot with mature landscaping. Filtered
bay views, refinished hardwood
floors. Contact agent for price.

527.9111

Kevin Tannahill

1156 Grizzly Peak

Berkeley

Great bay view! Spacious, 1-level
3/2. Kitchen w/nook & office area,
huge fam rm w/vaulted ceiling &
skylights. Contact agents for price.

Tim & Anne 527.5500

1466 Summit Road

Berkeley

Sleek, light-filled and generously *
sized 4-bedroom, 2-bath Mid-Cen- *
tury home in a tranquil setting with :

bay views. Contact agent for price.

Toba Schwartz

524.0800 °

IRONWOOD ENGINEERING CO.

www.ironwoodengineering.com
Civil and Structural Engineering e Licensed Engineers
Earthquake Strengthening e Drainage ® Remodels
New Construction ® Additions ® Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls ® Inspections  Kensington Resident

524-8058

Trusts, Wills, ~
Taxes, Probate, Reasonable
Rates

Estate Administration

~

Elvira . Orly ¢ The Orly Law Firm

Kensington Native & Former Professor
at UC Berkeley School of Law (Boalt Hall)

510.384.5606

UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALIST
CHURCH

OF BERKELEY

Revs. Barbara & Bill Hamilton-Holway,
Rev. Christopher Holton Jablonski

SUNDAY WORSHIP
Services at 9a.m. & 11 a.m.
Religious Education at 11 a.m.

525-0302

www.uucb.org

1 Lawson Road in Kensington
(follow signs from Arlington & Moeser)

Please come see our new exhibit of paintings by local artist Rip Matteson.
The exhibit is available for viewing Mondays through Fridays from 9-5pm,
Saturdays and Sundays 10am-1pm. And join us for a reception with the
artist’s widow Rosary Matteson on Friday, July 8th, from 5-7pm.

marvingardens.com
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Deys: 610-4638

DEY & NIGHT -I’:I’OUSESITTING

JOHN DEY,

Owner
|13 Years Experience

Excellent
References

JohnCDey@Gmail.com

Evenings: 233-1848

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Credit Where It's Due
Dear Editor:

I recently learned of an incident where the
Kensington Police Force arrested seven
suspects at a house on Windsor. The sus-
pects were allegedly involved in burglar-
ies, auto thefts, etc.; however, somehow
the Berkeley Police are getting the credit
for this. Please explain what has happened
here and let’s give our Kensington Police
the credit they deserve. Hats off to them.
Job well done!

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Katie Gluck

What Are
Kensingtonians To Do?

Editor:

In the last issue of The Outlook (June
2011), an anonymous reader commented
about the local police force’s recent
emphasis on ticketing speeders, noting
that the unwanted attention to drivers
careening to and fro at top velocity along
our narrow roads resulted inevitably in
$200-$300 dollar speeding tickets. After
the plaintive wails and accusations of a
fascistic decrease in police friendliness,
the author asked with a certain philosoph-
ical affect, iWhat are Kensingtonians to
do?”

The answer could not be simpler: Do not
speed in Kensington.

Cheers!
Bob Talbott, Edgecroft Road

Eureka Avenue Traffic

As a resident of Eureka Avenue, which
receives & sends the same traffic as Fran-
ciscan Way, | was pleased to see at last
traffic enforcement on Franciscan — after
all these years when there had scarcely
been any. | wish that the police would do
more.

Both these streets are residential (the
cemetery notwithstanding), with cyclists,
pedestrians, NO sidewalks, and blind
spots. These are not streets where traffic
should be zipping along.

The Kensington police should be enforc-
ing speed laws on ALL Kensington streets,
particularly the through routes (specifi-
cally The Arlington, Sunset, Franciscan
& Eureka), where drivers think (wrongly)
that they should be able to go faster.

Mabry Benson

The ‘Non-Dead’ on Traffic
Dear Editor,

Speaking as some of the non-dead people
in the Franciscan Way neighborhood, we
have to take issue with a recent anonymous
letter to the editor (“Police ‘Crackdown’
Over?”) Speeding continues to be a major
issue in our area (and from what we’ve
heard in many other parts of Kensington as
well.) As far as there being no dog walk-
ers, runners, or hikers, many of us still
do brave the conditions, but it is true that
others have reduced or even stopped these
activities because of the excessive speeds
and dangerous conditions that exist. Most
parents along the street have long since
stopped allowing their children to ride
their bikes on Franciscan Way. So saying
people should be able to continue to speed
because no one is left willing to go out on
the street is disingenuous at best.

Excessive speed is not only dangerous,
but noisy as well. It is disrespectful to the
people who live in the area (of which there
are many), and we hope that Kensington
residents will be considerate and courte-

ous to each other in their driving habits
(and not only driving habits!) This should
apply to all streets and neighborhoods, not
just one street.

While expensive traffic tickets are cer-
tainly not fun, they are preferable to what
excessive speed and dangerous driving
can bring about.

Christopher Deppe & Maria Adriaans,
Sergei & Galina Ovchinnikov, Jeff Suits,
Andrea Kaplan, Peter Liddell, Daniel
Malecki, Mabry Benson, Suzanne Baptiste

Bye Bye, Bay View
Dear Editor:

At the June 9 meeting, the KPPCSD
Board of Directors voted 3 to 2 to deny
a rate increase to Bay View Refuse. As
a result, President Lewis Figone of Bay
View has given (not sold) the franchise
to Republic Services, a large corporation
based in Phoenix, Arizona comprised
of 348 hauling companies and 31,000
employees. Republic is obligated to oper-
ate the franchise under the same contract
that Kensington has with Bay View. The
contract allows a 12% annual profit on net
revenues.

Mr. Figone has been serving Kensington
for approximately 60 years and he had
negotiated a $48 tipping fee (i.e. dump
fee) per ton. Republic must pay $150 per
ton. The higher tipping fee will result in
higher costs for the hauler. Higher costs
are passed on to ratepayers. We can expect
an approximate 20% near term increase
in our rates because of our contractual
obligation to allow the 12% profit on net
operating expenses. | believe this action
by the board was shortsighted and poorly
reasoned.

Sincerely,
Cathie Kosel, Director KPPCSD

The contract actually calls for a 12% profit on
allowable expenses, not on net revenue. — Ed.

The Gov’'t We Deserve?
Dear Editor:

At the recent special KPPCSD meeting
on the Bay View garbage contract | was
shocked to watch the performance of two
of our board members. Despite the recom-
mendations of their own staff, counsel,
consulting company and the pleadings of
a vast majority of citizens present, these
two folks voted to give a fee increase to
our garbage hauler. Their explanations for
their vote were devoid of fact or findings
and were based upon erroneous informa-
tion and belief. One board member —whom
some citizens say has received campaign
contributions from the hauler — actually
chided the community for not treating the
hauler nicely. I urge community members
to attend KPPCSD meetings. See for your-
selves who is on your board and how they
behave. Recall the admonition that a com-
munity gets the government it deserves.

Andrew Reed

More Traffic
Dear Editor:

The KPPCSD Board believes that increas-
ing speed and poor driving are major traf-
fic safety issues in Kensington. We have
faced serious traffic safety issues from
residents on The Arlington who have had
cars flip into their front yards, to neighbors
on other streets who may not be nimble
enough to dodge a speeding car or old
enough to know when to do so. Accord-
ingly our Board imposed a zero tolerance
policy to provide increased public safety.

We as a board have decided that traffic

See Letters, Page 6...
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RECREATIONAL CLASSES FOR ADULTS

SUMMER DAY CAMP

KCC Summer Camp began June 13th.
Campers and counselors are in the swing
of having fun and exploring new sights! In
July, Aida Wong will be teaching golf and
Judy and Jeanne are bringing out the mats
and equipment for gymnastics.

KCC Summer Camp is for children enter-
ing first through sixth grades in fall 2011.
The camp runs through August 19th,
Monday through Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Campers may enroll on a weekly basis.
Extended daycare 8-9am and 5-6pm is
available for an additional fee.

The price for one week of camp is $205
(except Week 4, July 5th-9th, $160.00).
Our camp has a maximum of 62 children
per week. Each week campers will enjoy:
Field trip by private bus to points of inter-
est around the Bay Area such as Scandia,
Water World, the Exploratorium and the
Jungle. Special interest activities include
art, golf, gymnastics and cooking.

Registration

On-going KCC Summer Day Camp
Registration: Walk-ins welcome. Par-
ents may register their children on a
space-available basis. Camp schedule and
registration forms are available on-line on
the AboutKensington.com website, with a
Camp Video under “Children Services.”
For more information, call the KCC office
at (510) 525-0292.

Welcome KCC Summer Day Camp Counselors!
Front row: Amber Martinez, Daniel Schumacher,
Zach Houser, Ethan Houser; Back row: Alison
London-Pusser, Patrick Schlesinger, Caitlin Taffe,
Aubrey Freeman, Melissa Lambie, Jimmy Macho,
Jacob Fong, Lance Akiyama.

Summer in Kensington

Right: Learning the basics at camp
— golf instruction for all ages.

Below: Tennis is part of everyday
camp life. Instructor, Kim Roots,
teaches the skills, motivates,
and engages all ages to
enjoy the game.

Special Activities Schedule

Week 4: July 5, 6,7 & 8
(July 4th holiday)

A Golf with Aida Wong

A No field trip

Week 5: July 11 - July 15
A Gymnastics with Judy Baker
A Field Trip to Scandia

Week 6: July 18 - July 22
A Gymnastics with Judy Baker
A Field Trip to The Exploratorium

Week 7: July 25 — July 29
A Cooking with Vicky Brodt
A Field Trip to Water World

Week 8: August 1 - August 5
A Sports & Games with Kim Roots
A Field Trip to Lake Temescal

Week 9: August 8 - August 12

A Recycle sculpture w/Jeanne Rehrig
A Field Trip to Pier 39 /
Alcatraz/Aquarium

Week 10: August 15 - August 19
A Wearable Art with Marge Essel
A Field Trip to The Jungle

KIDS AFTER SCHOOL

Located in the East Bay hills at 59 Arling-
ton Ave., the Kensington Community
Council offers an After School Enrich-
ment Program (KASEP). Spring session
ended in June and we are in the process
of preparing fall classes. Mark your calen-
dar: Tuesday, September 13 KASEP Reg-
istration and Monday, September 26th Fall
KASEP classes start. KCC ofyce hours
are Monday-Friday, 10:00am - 4:00pm.
We can be reached at 510-525-0292 or
kccrec@yahoo.com. Check out the video
of KASEP Programs produced by Dona
Turner Videos: AboutKensington.com
website, under “Children’s Services.”

KASEP fall registration will be held on
Tuesday, Sept. 13; the yrst day of the fall
session is Monday, September 26th.

User-Friendly Pilates (yoga) with Ernie

USER-FRIENDLY PILATES
Level Il (Intermediate Class)
with Ernie Adams.

Wednesdays. New session starts July
20th - August 24th, 7:30-8:30pm,
6-class series A *$75.00 residents/$76
non-residents/$15 drop-in (1st class
only)-mats provided A Classes held at
the Kensington Community Center
(Youth Hut), 59 Arlington Ave. NOTE:
Summer classes, through end of
August, are taught at the Community
Center.

Hoop Dance Classes and Workshops for All Ages

HOOP POWER

Intermediate Pilates is faster-paced and
more challenging than beginning level
classes. We will work with perfecting
Pilates core strength exercises, building
endurance, and also use Foam Rollers,
Pilates Mini-ball, and Therabands. Taking
this class can help you get yt in a way
that reduces the chance of injury, while
improving posture, balance and coordina-
tion. Some experience required in Pilates
or Yoga, or permission of instructor.

Pre-registration is encouraged. Please
sign-up early to guarantee a space. To reg-
ister, drop by KCC Ofyce (M-F 10-4), or
send checks payable to KCC, 59 Arlington
Ave., Kensington 94707. Ernie will be at
the studio 10 minutes before the class; feel
free to come early if you have any speciyc
questions.

Ernie Adams is a Pilates Instructor and
Feldenkrais® Movement Educator, with
an extensive background as a professional
dancer. He has over 17 years experience
collaborating with physical therapists to
treat orthopedic, neurological, dance and
sports related injuries. Private sessions
are also available. For more information,
or to make an appointment, please con-
tact Ernie at adams@bodyinaction.com or
619-9223.

Wwww_ hoop—power.com

Kaye Anderson is the Hoop Power instructor. The Kensington Tuesday class in on break
for the summer with plans to resume in September. For other class locations and informa-
tion, please contact Kaye at kayelcsw@hotmail.com or 919-2783.

Stan Cohen’s Wednesday Artists

ACRYLIC PAINTING
Wednesdays, 9:45am - 1:30pm
$32/month ($36/nonresidents)
Community Center

Stan Cohen (533-3003) leads this informal
but professional workshop for established
and serious beginning adult artists. Morn-
ings are devoted to developing painting,
with assistance available. Afternoons are
reserved for class critique. Enrollment
is limited. Instructor approval required.
Stan’s Art Class is taking a break until
September. To join this creative group,
contact Stan directly. Fall art class will
resume Wednesday, September 7, 2011.

Tennis Court Reservations:
For weekends and holi-
days only, beginning at 9am.
Call the KCC ofyce for information.
Court Fees: Residents — $2 for a
45-min. singles reservation. Nonres-
ident: $5. Tennis Courts are in use
during the week, Monday through
Friday for KCC Summer Day Camp
8:30am to 5pm and not available for
general public use.

REGISTRATION

Kensington Community  Center
Rental Information: Please call
KPPCSD (Kensington Police Pro-
tection & Community Services Dis-
trict) at 526-4141.

KCC/KASEP Ofyce: 59 Arlington
Ave., Building E (Across the grassy
yeld above the tennis courts in
Kensington Park), Kensington CA
94707. Email: kccrec@yahoo.com.
Telephone: 510-525-0292.
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77 Marchant GCouwrt, f/z@/&/{/g/o/z
A Bee Renovated home with panoramic views
Originally offered at $865,000
Represented the seller

Avadable
9 Franciscarn Y. f(/y, (%/(5//(5'/7(/y/0//
Expansive 4+BR/3++BA ranch home with views
Offered at $1,195,000

Neew ﬂ//fs’/'/{/y
902 Yista %{yﬁh (/i)(/ S Cerreto
Coveted 2BR/2.5BA end-unit. Canyon views
Offered at $379,500

vl

(/%/204@7
777 .,(/))(0;//7/0/7 Avenue, {‘ﬁ(’/%(%y
Lovely Mediterranean (c. 1930). 3+BR/2.5BA
Offered at $850,000

Avadable

()Z) \(())///‘(%{/ . //(/(’////(’, %/(;//J'/}(/y/()//
Gorgeous all on one level living. 4BR/2BA
Offered at $849,000

GComing Joon
%4
C

508 ,(Z))(()y//f()/// Avenue, %{/%(/{y
Bee Renovated 4BR/3BA Traditional
Call for price

Kensington Market Snapshot - Year to Date

* 11 properties are currently available ¢ 12 properties are pending

* Average days on the market - 35

* 16 properties have closed escrow since 1/1/2011

* Average sold properties cost per sq. ft. $381

Considering selling or just wish to know the value of your home, call me.

The meeting is confidential and complimentary.

The G B Co.

R E A

RutH FrasserTO, CRS *

Over twenly—seven years afexperz'emeyou can count on.

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information

> R S

= ~

>

510.652.2133/414

rfrassetto@grubbco.com

BERKELEY

WEST

EDGE
OPERA

Caliban Dreams is a
co-production with

in partnership with

El Cerrito Performing Arts Theater
540 Ashbury Avenue, El Cerrito

westedgeopera.org

Neighborhood Notes

Kensington Ofpcer of the Year

Every year, fellow ofycers from each of several select police departments in Contra
Costa and Alameda Counties — all members
of The Exchange Club, a local service
organization, choose an Ofycer of the Year
from within their own department. This year
fellow Kensington PD ofycers chose Ofycer
Rodney Martinez. His consistent willing-
ness to help his co-workers, his knowledge
of the job, and a good positive attitude all
contributed to his selection. Known as “an
all-around good cop,” Rodney is the Vehicle
Maintenance Ofycer, a Field Training
Ofyecer, and is also in charge of the Senior
Program. He was a member of WestNET
for one year, making good arrests in the county. He is currently the senior patrol ofycer.
Congratulations, Rodney! The residents of Kensington thank you for all your good work!

Got a Kindergartener Starting at Hilltop in August?
Kensington PTA and Kensington Education Foundation (KEF) invite you and your
child(ren) to join them in hoisting a few juice boxes and getting to know future class-
mates on Sunday, August 21st, 2:30-5:30pm, at Kensington Park above Kensington
Library. Meet at the pag. Contact Leslie
Reckler, lesmac@shcglobal.net

And the Grads

Keep on Coming...

High school seniors unable to attend Mayts
photo shoot include Isaac Bauer, pictured
at right (Orinda Academy, Humboldt State
University), and Sarah Herman, graduating
from Berkeley High and going on to Con-
necticut College. Good luck, grads!

KCC Looking for a Few Good Parents/People

The Kensington Community Council is the non-proyt organization in Kensington
responsible for (in addition to publication of The Outlook) the Kensington After School
Enrichment Program (KASEP) and the Kensington Community Summer Camp.
Although KCC presents a wide range of classes for all ages (check out their acrylic
painting and adult hoops classes, both set to resume in the fall — Page 3), it is particularly
proud of the amount of support and variety of opportunities that it provides to the chil-
dren and families in our community and the neighboring communities. Now KCC needs
your support! An invitation is extended to community members, and particularly to the
parents who use both KASEP and the Summer Camp, to become more involved in the
Kensington Community Council and become members of its board. KCC wants to hear
from you! The group typically meets at the Youth Hut on the yrst Monday of each month
(except, due to the Fourth of July weekend, July’s meeting will be on the 11th). Inter-
ested parties are invited to attend, see what it is all about, and get involved. 525-0292

Bald Really is B-e-a-u-t-i-f-u-I
In May, Chief Harman, Temporary Acting
Sergeant Hui, Ofycer Martinez, Reserve
Ofycer Armanino, and Gregts son, Dakota
Harman, all participated in the Walnut Creek
Police Department St. Baldrickés Event,
which had volunteers soliciting donations
for shaving their heads. While some of us

do that every morning for free — and many
others no longer need to worry about that
sort of thing at all, Team Kensington raised
over $1,500 and the entire event raised
$45,000 for children’s cancer research.

TATAMI MULTI ARTS

(formally known as The Danceasy)

Private Studio Offering:
micro gym, gentle yoga, Zumba,
Prenatal yoga, Bellydancing,

Hip Hop Fitness, health massage,
Burlesque Dance, Conversational Spanish,
Sound Circle, Singles Discussion group,
Capoeira, Ballet, weight loss program
for women, Ballroom dance, summer
kids program, community and cultural
events and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu.

9951 San Pablo Avenue

(across from the Plaza)

PAINTING

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

m Waterproofing
(Elastomeric Coating)

m Professional Preparation
m Many Local References
m Fully Insured

m All Work Guaranteed

All first classes

m Free Estimates A are FREE.
Lic. #703887 \ ¢ 510-502-8517
510-654-3339 ' \ www.tatamima.com
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Are Traffic
Enforcement
Efforts Working?

In early 2010, the University of Califor-
nia, Institute of Transportation Studies,
Technology Transfer Program, completed
a complementary Kensington Traffic
Safety Evaluation for the District. Based
on the recommendation of the report, at
the May 13, 2010 KPPCSD Board meet-
ing, the Districtés Board of Directors voted
to accept the recommendation of a “Zero
Tolerance Policy” for traffic enforcement
in the District. Since that time, we have
been reporting and advising the commu-
nity that we were moving toward such a
“Zero Tolerance Policy.”

As we began the New Year, our police
officers implemented a Zero Tolerance
Policy, making traffic enforcement stops
for both driving and vehicle mechanical
violations, and issuing citations rather
than warnings.

Traffic safety is measured by vehicle acci-

dents that occur in a community. If you
were to compare the first quarter of 2010
when we had 8 traffic accidents, to the first
quarter of 2011 when we had 6 accidents,
that would be a 25% reduction in traffic
accidents since we implemented a “Zero
Tolerance Policy” in traffic enforcement.
If this is a trend that continues through the
remaining part of the year, a 25% decrease
in traffic accidents would seem to be a
successful result of our efforts to improve
traffic safety in the community.

How To Avoid Receiving a Citation

Drive at or under the speed limit of 25
mph, stop at the stop signs, stop at the traf-
fic light, adhere to the rules of the road,
keep your vehicle registered and insured,
and have all of your vehicleds equipment
working properly. If you follow these
rules, you will not receive a traffic citation
from a Kensington police officer.

(And stay off your cell phone while driv-
ing!)

This reportwas prepared by Greg Harman,
Chief of Police.

Arlington Speed Sign

According to Chief of Police, Greg
Harman, following the March 10th
KPPCSD Board meeting, in which the
Board directed Jerry Fahy of the County’s
Public Works Department to install the
solar powered radar sign at 34 Arling-
ton in order to mitigate speeding traffic
through the curve just south of that point,
Arlington Avenue resident, Samane Nili
contacted the Contra Costa County Public
Works Director in protest, halting the

installation. Samane was granted a public
hearing before the Contra Costa County
Board of Supervisors that was scheduled
for Tuesday, June 21st, to protest the instal-
lation of the sign in the location across
the street from their residence. However,
she has since pulled her request and has
agreed to the installation on a “look and
see” type of evaluation. The pole has been
cut to tree level and the County is making
custom light baffles for the sign to reduce
whatever light may have been directed at
the Nili residence.

‘Food Explorers’
Break Ground at
Hilltop Elementary

“My kid never ate cauliflower — now she
wants to come to the market every week
and buy it for dinner!” said the mother of
a Hilltop student to Kensington Farmersd
Market manager, Chris Hall, about her
daughter’s changed view of vegetables
after becoming a Food Explorer.

The Kensington Farmers’ Market launched
the Food Explorers program at Hilltop
Elementary School this spring. The pro-
gram is a chance for teachers and their
students to learn about and taste the many
foods available at their local farmers’
market. They are
also given infor-
mation to help
them distinguish
vegetables  and
fruits from edible
seeds, roots, flow-
ers, leaves, and
stems. Kids hear
about what chil-
dren in other parts
of the world might
see at their markets and are encouraged to
get acquainted with the food at our market,
and with the farmers who grow it.

At the end of the program the kids receive
Food Explorer badges and are encouraged
to wear them when they visit the market
on Sundays. They also receive a “market
dollar” to spend anywhere they want in
the market, and are encouraged to find the
market manager afterwards to get another
market dollar for their next visit.

“Our Food Explorers come to the market
with a whole new perspective on food
and the interaction they can have with the
people who grow and sell it,” says Chris.

The program has just begun in the class-
rooms of the first and second graders, but
after the overwhelming response by the

school, the plan is to extend it to the rest
of the grades at Hilltop this fall. Plans are
also underway to expand the program to
other nearby elementary schools.

The kids also get a chance to educate their
parents about the market and what they
have learned in the classroom.

“It is so exciting to see the kids come up
to me at the market wearing their badges.
They tell me, in front of their parents,
about their discoveries at the market and
show me the food they’re taking home,”
said Chris.

Principal Judy Sanders came to a number
of classes to see the presentations. At the
end of one second grade class’s Food
Explorer presentation she commented, “It
was so exciting
to see the level
of interest and
engagement from
the students when
we began the dis-
cussions  about
food and the
farmers’ market.”

The Food Explor-
ers theme was
pioneered by Connie McCullah of Sweet
Tomato Farms after several visits to the
market and discussions about how the
market could reach out to children. Both
Connie and Chris began with several
visits to classrooms at Hilltop, and now
Kensington Community Board members
are showing up to help out with the slicing
and dicing that goes with each presenta-
tion. Becky Stephens, who heads up the
Outdoor Classroom at Hilltop, has been a
major force behind coordinating this pro-
gram and will be working with the farmers’
market members when school reconvenes
this fall.

Submitted by Market Manager, Chris Hall,
and Board Member, Mark Altenberg.

- Experience Matters -

¢ Alexandra Crisafulli

*Vivian Fendel

Millstein
ASSOCIATES

* Linda Gerson

* Jennifer Jonak

* Estelle Kent

* Linda Lipscomb

« Stuart Marson

REAL ESTATE

¢ Lorraine Osmundson

¢ Gene Millstein

264 Arlington Avenue ¢ Kensington, CA 94707
www.MillsteinAssociates.com
510-527-8822

SEMIFREDI’S

CAFE & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON, CA 94707

(510) 596-9935
M-F: 7AM - 5:30PM WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE
BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

Kivera Landscape &
2% (_onstruction, |nc.

Lic. #862998

u Arbors and Trellises

~ W&prouid&a/ th;v of:aruic&;ﬁr zdé/vow kaca{%nﬁ needs ~
= Decks e
® Fences and Gates

= Irrigation & Drainage systems
® Low voltage lighting systems

= Design Services at low cost

m Stone patios, Walkways & Stairs
= Terraces

= Rock walls & Retaining walls

= Qutdoor BBQ’s and Fireplaces

Creativit(j meets Functionalitxj at Rivera Landscapc & (Construction, |nc.

Contact us at 510.867.0787 or 925.691.1024 « www.riveralandscape.com
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% PJOUR FLORAL & BOUTIQUE *
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. ~A Florist For All Occasions~ .
R &
76N 7N
\./ K \;/
L 1 Exquisite floral arrangements for %t
Ay , , , A
tod ' summer weddings, anniversaries, and fod
% ' all occasions. Our wedding bouquets, God
& # wrist corsages, and boutonnieres reflect 3%
e N\ ‘* your individual taste and wishes. 2%
0% . "~ Letus help you create a day to remember! %
¥ ot
\:ﬁ. Major Credit Cards Accepted * Free Local Delivery &
64 Open 7 Days a Week < Floral Wire Service Available o
0% Phone: 525-7232 « Fax: 525-7285  Toll Free: 877-747-7232 %
. www.djourflorist.com -
St 2
v ~FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS~ .
i ot
7512 Fairmount Ave. ¢ El Cerrito, CA 94530
i i

* GATEWAY TO KENSINGTON -
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