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Continuing in our annual tradition, we’d like to congratulate the graduating high 
school seniors – those who live in Kensington or who attended Kensington Hilltop 
Elementary School. 

Below is a list of the seniors, including their current high school and the school they 
will be attending in the fall. Bon voyage, seniors – and good luck! 

1st row, kneeling: Alice Chen (El Cerrito, UC Berkeley); Anna Page (St. Mary’s, 
UC Santa Cruz); Kristen Jones (St. Mary’s, University of Oregon); Fernanda Man-
riquez (Berkeley, UC Santa Cruz); Brisa Bodell (Albany, Brown); Brooks Brorsen 
(El Cerrito, Sonoma State); Tianna Diaz (Albany, UC San Diego); Franny Diehl 
(Albany, Amherst); Nicolas Lo (Berkeley, USC);

2nd row standing:  Hannah Kessel (Albany, Occidental College); Heather Bates 
( Albany, University of British Columbia); Cyrus Khambatta (El Cerrito, CSU 
Monterey); Mariana Castro (El Cerrito, Wheelock College); Tiffany Shem (El Cer-
rito, UC Davis); Jackie Ho (Albany, UC Davis); Miguel Mejia (Albany, Berkeley 
City College);  Curtis Maslonkowski (Albany, Cal Poly); Michael Whittemore (El 
Cerrito, UC Berkeley School of Engineering); Robert Ramirez (El Cerrito, Chap-
man); Jamie Pines ( El Cerrito, UC Berkeley);

3rd row, on stairs: Hayden Flores (El Cerrito, Chico); Daniel Baldassare (Head 
Royce, UC Davis); Joseph Chanowitz (Bentley, UC Davis); Aviana DesVerney 
(Albany, Berkeley City College); Christopher Haxo (El Cerrito, Willamette); Ryan 
Hamana (El Cerrito, University of Washington); Tonio Altieri-D’Alo (El Cerrito, 
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In This Economy, College is the Place to Be!

see Grads, Page 5… 
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Bay View Refuse: 
Rate Increase 
Headed for Approval?

At the April 14th KPPCSD meeting, Gen-
eral Manager Greg Harman presented to the 
KPPCSD Board, Bay View Refuse and Recy-
cling Services, lnc.’s request for a 6% increase 
to rates for regular residential can pick up (and 
a 23% increase to the mini-can rate), effective 
Sept. 1, 2011. (KPPCSD contracts with Bay 
view for solid waste removal.) Greg also pre-
sented the Board with his recommendation, that 
of the District legal counsel, and that of HF&H 
Consultants LLP, the rate reviewer hired by 
KPPCSD, all of whom opined that, in light of 
the terms of the Franchise Agreement with Bay 
View of 9/11/97, a rate increase is not warranted 
at this time. 

Despite these recommendations, the KPPCSD 
Board approved, on a 4 to 1 vote, the schedul-
ing of a Proposition 218 hearing on the matter, 
to take place on Thursday, June 9th at 7pm at 
the Community Center. (A Prop. 218 hearing is 
a constitutionally mandated public hearing that, 
since 1996, must be held prior to the increase 
of property-related fees in California.) The 
Board has the power to grant or deny the rate 
increase at its discretion unless written protests 
are submitted by a majority of Kensington solid 
waste collection ratepayers, in which case the 
requested rate changes will not be imposed. 

According to the April 14th meeting agenda 
prepared by the General Manager, in addition to 
applying for an annual CPI increase, the agree-
ment with Bay View provides that the company 
can increase rates in either of two circumstances: 
(1) in order to achieve a 12% pre-tax profit, fol-
lowing a quadrennial (every-four-year) com-
prehensive review of revenues and expenses; 

see Rates, Page 6… 

PROP. 218 HEArING ThUrSDAY, JUNE 9th 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

JUNE 2011

Editor:

I wholeheartedly agree with  Michael 
Jackson’s comments regarding food sov-
ereignty, in the May issue. I’d like to 
see small-scale urban farming, including 
keeping bees and  hens,  become legal in 
Kensington, too. Reducing “food miles,” 
the distance from farm to table, is one step 
in the right direction away from fossil-
fuel dependence and towards local resil-
ience.  Our neighbors in Albany and El 
Cerrito have recently eased regulations in 
this area. We should follow suit. 

I’m working to establish a local offshoot 
of the worldwide, grassroots Transition 
Movement here in Kensington. Re-local-
izing and re-skilling in the face of chal-
lenges such as peak oil and climate change 
are positive steps we can take towards 
a  more sustainable, prosperous future.  I 
welcome others interested in these topics 
to contact me at transition.kensington@

Food Sovereignty II

Dear Outlook Editor, 

Regarding the proposed increase in fees 
for weekly garbage collection: I fail to 
see the rationale for increasing the fee 
for mini cans by 23 percent, and all other, 
larger cans by only 6 percent. Some of 
us with mini cans, holding 20 gallons are 
smaller households on fixed incomes and 
we also have the smaller cans because 
very little of what we throw out goes into 
the garbage. The rest is either recycled 
or composted. Why should we be penal-
ized for being good citizens and protect-
ing the environment? If it was possible to 
have garbage collected only every three 
weeks, that would be sufficient for me. I 
am not against a fee increase; I am only 
against the unfairness of the proposed fee 
increase. However if the Service District 
and Bay View Refuse do not rectify the 
situation, I will have to vote with those 
who are against any fee increase.

Valborg Thomas

More on Refuse Rate

Is the “crackdown” over? Kensington 
Police were ticketing local residents, it 
appeared, with abandon in April. Our 
friendly, helpful police force has suddenly 
turned punitive, apparently due to a few 
loud malcontents who are probably retired 
and move more slowly.  Citing speeders on 
curves on The Arlington (where accidents 
have occurred) can be fully justified. But 
it is of doubtful value otherwise (except 
monetarily). It is a near $200 ticket and 
close to $300 if one attends traffic school 
to keep one’s record clear. It is wrong to 
cite cars going over the speed limit mod-
erately on Franciscan Way where there are 
no intersections and often no dog walkers, 
runners, or bikers. If any one of these is 
present one should be much more care-
ful. This is a slope where it is difficult 
to restrain a heavy car to under 30 mph 
without constant braking going down the 
hill. There are no houses on the west side 
of the street, only dead people, and little 
to no activity from the houses on the East 
side. Yet a Kensington Police unit par-
tially hidden can often be seen at Sunset 
Drive and Franciscan Way lying in wait 
for prey. As if this is not enough, a patrol 
car has been seen on the north side of 
Franciscan Way, hidden by being over the 
rise, to trap the autos going uphill. Autos 
slow down to make the 90 degree turn at 
Sunset Drive and Franciscan Way so there 
is little speed, or incentive to speed, at this 
point. So, what is the point? Kensington 
patrol cars have twice been observed by 
me stopping cars on Colusa Ave. near St. 
Jerome’s School. This is not in Kensing-
ton the last time I checked. Is there some 
kind of unholy alliance between Kens-
ington Police and El Cerrito Police for 
Kensington Police to cite motorists in El 
Cerrito? A Kensington Patrol car has also 
been spotted on the uphill side of Sea 
View near the lower curve, so obviously 
he was not pursuing a speeding motorist 
out of Kensington.

If this is a hidden tax to extract more 
money from errant motorists for the 
KPPCSD, what are Kensingtonians to do? 
Should we all buy radar detectors? Let 
our Kensington Police return to pursuing 
real criminals and being the friendly, help-
ful members of our community we have 
all known in the past and expect in the 
future.

Anonymous

Police ‘Crackdown’ Over?

Dear Outlook Editor,

As a young engineer in a male-dominated 
field, I watched qualified young women 
engineers bear a cross no male had to face: 
the presumption that gender preference, 
not skill, was a major factor in hiring.

I fear the recent KPPCSD moves to insti-
tute or imply affirmative action may set 
up a similar negative presumption on the 
police force.

I urge the KPPCSD to instead aggres-
sively recruit to bring additional female 
applicants to the table. Then, hire strictly 
on merit. This reduces potential entangle-
ment in proposition 209, and ensures that 
when a woman officer is finally sworn in, 
she, her co-workers, and the public know 
that an unquestionably qualified candidate 
was selected.

Bryce Nesbitt 
Ardmore Road, Kensington

KPD Gender Equality

Bay View Rate Increase

Dear Editor:

Bay View Refuse and Recycling Services, 
Inc. has requested a rate increase of 6% 
increase in services generally, and a 23% 
increase in the cost of a mini can, including 
narrowing the cost between the large can 
and the mini can on a permanent basis.

The KIC Board believes that Bay View’s 
request is an attempt to circumvent the 
existing agreement and will not benefit 
Kensington ratepayers. Increasing the cost 
of the mini can will work directly against 
Kensington’s efforts to fulfill the state 
mandate to reduce landfill requirements. 
AB 939 requires a 50% reduction in trash 
that is sent to the landfill. New legislation 
may increase that required reduction to 
75%. Maintaining the low mini can rate 
provides an economic incentive for Kens-
ington to meet these mandates.

While KIC believes we receive good 
service from Bay View, it’s clear from 
reading the Agreement and the Rate 
Adjustment Analysis, that Bay View is 
being compensated fairly. Furthermore, 
Bay View agreed to the method of calcu-
lation and review for rate adjustment. No 
provision in the Agreement supports Bay 
View’s current request for more money. 
KIC urges you to send letters in opposi-
tion to the rate changes, to  KPPCSD prior 
to June 9th.

Sincerely, 

Melissa Holmes Snyder, President of KIC, 
on behalf of the entire KIC Board.

gmail.com, or “like” Transition Kensing-
ton on Facebook.

Warmly, 
Steve Aultma

More Letters, Page 5…
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C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N

HOOP POWER  
Weekly Morning Hoop Dance Class

Tuesday Mornings, 8:45 – 9:45am  
Drop-ins Welcome!  $12 per class or 
$40 per month. Kensington Commu-
nity Center/Youth Hut

Fun and fitness, movement and medita-
tion are all found in hoop-dance. We will 
start with basic waist hooping, moving on 
to more intermediate moves both on and 
off the body, all while discovering your 
own dance in a hoola-hoop and the sooth-
ing, meditative aspects of hooping.  

No hoop experience necessary. This is a 
beginning class. Please wear comfortable 
clothes and bring water. Hoops provided 
for class and will be available for pur-
chase.  
Kaye Anderson is the founder and lead 
hooper of Hoop Power. She is also a clini-
cal social worker who has been working 
with children, teens, and families for over 
15 years. 

Questions: kayelcsw@hotmail.com or 
919-2783. Registration: 525-0292 or 
kccrec@yahoo.com.    

ACRYLIC PAINTING 
Wednesdays, 9:45am - 1:30pm
$32/month ($36/nonresidents)
Community Center

Stan Cohen (533-3003) leads this informal 
but professional workshop for established 
and serious beginning adult artists. Morn-
ings are devoted to developing painting, 
with assistance available. Afternoons are 
reserved for class critique. Enrollment is 
limited.  Instructor approval required.

RECREATIONAL CLASSES FOR ADULTS

Located in the East Bay hills at 59 
Arlington Ave., the Kensington Com-
munity Council’s After School Enrich-
ment Program (KASEP) spring classes 
are underway and continue through 
June 3rd. KCC ofýce hours are Mon-
day-Friday, 10:00am - 4:00pm. We can 
be reached at 510-525-0292 or kccrec@
yahoo.com. Check out the new video of 
KASEP Programs produced by Dona 
Turner Videos, smile while you watch 
our KASEP kids in action: AboutKens-
ington.com website, under “Children’s 
Services.”

KASEP fall registration will be held on 
Tuesday, September 13; the ýrst day of 
the fall session is Monday, September 
26th.

KIDS AFTER SCHOOL

KASEP Cooking Class: The Next Julia Child?

USER-FRIENDLY PILATES  
Level II (Intermediate Class) with 
Ernie Adams.  
 
Wednesdays. New session starts July 
20th - August 24th, 7:30-8:30pm, 6 
class series Å *$75.00 residents/$76 
non-residents/$15 drop-in (1st class 
only)-mats provided Å classes held in 
the Kensington Community Center  
(Youth Hut), 59 Arlington Ave. NOTE: 
There is an On-going class now in 
session through June 29th (located at 
Building E, next to KCC Office, south 
of soccer field) that you may drop-in 
to ($15) – mats provided.

JUNE 2011

SUMMER DAY CAMP

(KCC) Summer Camp is for children 
entering first grade through sixth grades 
in fall 2011. The camp runs from June 
13th through August 19, 2011, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  Campers may enroll on a weekly 
basis. Extended daycare 8-9am and 5-6pm 
is available for an additional fee. 

The price for one week of camp is $205 
(except Week 4, July 5th- 9th, $160.00). 
Our camp has a maximum of 62 children 
per week. Each week campers will enjoy: 
Field trip by private bus to points of inter-
est around the Bay Area such as Scandia, 
Water World, the Exploratorium and the 
Jungle. Special interest activities include 
carpentry, art, golf, engineering and cook-
ing.

Future Olympians Take a Break

*Special Activities Schedule:
Week 1: June 13 – June 17	
Å Carpentry with Sandy Thacker	
Å Field Trip to The Jungle
Week 2: June 20 – June 24		
Å Dynamic Engineering with  
Lance Akiyama
Å Field Trip to Lake Anza
Week 3: June 27 – July 1 
ÅArt for Fun with Jeanne Rehrig. 
ÅField Trip Oakland Zoo
Week 4: July 5, 6, 7 & 8 
(July 4th holiday)
Å Golf with Alex Brown
Å No field trip 

Week 5: July 11 - July 15
Å Gymnastics with Judy Baker
Å Field Trip to Scandia
Week 6: July 18 - July 22		
Å Gymnastics with Judy Baker
Å Field Trip to The Exploratorium
Week 7: July 25 – July 29
Å Cooking with Vicky Brodt
Å Field Trip to Water World
Week 8: August 1 - August 5
Å Sports & Games with Kim Roots
Å Field Trip to Lake Temescal
Week 9: August 8 - August 12	
Å Recycle sculpture with Jeanne Rehrig
Å Field Trip to Pier 39 / 
 Alcatraz/Aquarium
Week 10: August 15 - August 19		
Å Wearable Art with Marge Essel
Å Field Trip to The Jungle

On-going KCC Summer Day Camp 
Registration: Walk-ins welcome. Par-
ents may register their children on a 
space-available basis. Camp schedule and 
registration forms are available on-line on 
the AboutKensington.com website, with a 
Camp Video under “Children Services.” 
For more information, call the KCC office 
at (510) 525-0292.

Registration 

Intermediate Pilates is faster paced and 
more challenging than beginning level 
classes. We will work with perfecting 
Pilates core strength exercises, building 
endurance, and also use Foam Rollers, 
Pilates Mini-ball, and Therabands. Taking 
this class can help you get ýt in a way 
that reduces the chance of injury, while 
improving posture, balance and coordina-
tion. Some experience required in Pilates 
or Yoga, or permission of instructor. 

Pre-registration is encouraged. Please 
sign-up early to guarantee a space. To reg-
ister, drop by KCC Ofýce (M-F 10-4), or 
send checks payable to KCC, 59 Arling-
ton Ave., Kensington 94707.  Ernie will be 
at the studio 10 minutes before the class. 
Feel free to come early if you have any 
speciýc questions.

Ernie Adams is a Pilates Instructor and 
Feldenkrais® Movement Educator, with 
an extensive background as a professional 
dancer. He has over 17 years experience 
collaborating with physical therapists to 
treat orthopedic, neurological, dance and 
sports related injuries. Private sessions are 
also available. For more information, or 
to make an appointment, please contact 
Ernie at 619-9223, adams@bodyinaction.
com, or www.bodyinaction.com. 

Tennis Court Reservations: 
For weekends and holi-
days only, beginning at 9am.  
Call the KCC ofýce for informa-
tion. Court Fees: Residents – $2 
for a 45-min. singles reservation. 
Nonresident: $5.

KCC/KASEP Ofýce: 59 Arling-
ton Ave., Building E (Across 
the grassy ýeld above the tennis 
courts in Kensington Park), 
Kensington CA 94707. Email: 
kccrec@yahoo.com. Telephone: 
510-525-0292.

Kensington Community Center 
Rental Information: Please call 
KPPCSD (Kensington Police Pro-
tection & Community Services 
District) at 526-4141.

REGISTRATION

Stan Cohen’s Wednesday Artists

User-Friendly Pilates (yoga) with Ernie

Melissa Lambie, KCC Summer Camp Director
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Gretchen Gilfillan, new Paths Committee member

The Morþns are Morphinõ  
Peter and Emily Morfín, 28-year residents 
of Kensington, are happy to announce the 
birth of their ýrst grandchild, Vivienne Lucia 
Urias Morfín, born on April 26th to their 
daughter, Leah Morfín and Peter Urias. Vivi-
enne arrived the same day Leah completed 
a 4-year, double degree program graduating 
with a JD from New York University Law 
School and a Masters in Public Administra-
tion from the Harvard Kennedy School. 
Leah and Peter currently reside in Kensing-
ton, walking distance for the new grandparents!     

Kensington Hilltop Spring Carnival Has Sprung 
Event co-chair, Kim Keller wanted everyone 
to know that this year’s Kensington Hilltop 
Spring Carnival was a great success. The 
energy was high, and the mood was happy. 
The cakewalk music had everyone moving 
while they lined up to play a broad assort-
ment of games. The quilt- and prize rafþes 
delighted winners; Tri-tip sandwiches, 
sausages, and other lunches were devoured 
by hungry patrons while others shopped 
for deals at the White Elephant-, bike-, and 
plant sales. According to reports ï and we have no reason to doubt them ï kids þocked 
to the lollipop and cotton candy booths, and some came away with colorful tongues 
after eating sno-cones. There were opportunities for face painting, fortune telling, hula 
hooping, hair wrapping, and – for those that go in for that sort of thing – water-balloon 
catapulting. All proceeds beneýt the Kensington Hilltop Elementary PTA. Next yearôs 
carnival will take place on Saturday, May 5, 2012. And where is Norman Rockwell when 
you need him?

Last Month’s Kensington 
Car Meet & Paths Beneþt 
Kensington Service Station owner, Jason 
Simms, reports a great fundraising success 
with $450 dollars raised for the Pathways 
Project. More than 30 cars strutted their stuff 
– and their struts, and Jason reports people 
are already excited about next year. Thanks 
to co-sponsors, Ace Hardware and Sugar 
Cone Cafe. Way to go, Jason!

Paths, Pig Valves, and Echocardiograms  
According to Paths Committee member, Bryce Nesbitt, progress on the Kensington 
paths continues on three fronts. Immediate neighbors continue to keep clear most of 
the paths, most of the time. Many neighbors have proudly maintained nearby sections 
for decadeséThe KIC is available to ýll in gaps in maintenance coverage. The com-
mittee has built steps, trimmed, cleared, and removed grafýti. The recent work party 
on Stratford/Coventry path removed 800lbs of plant materials. KPPCSD continues to 
explore if it can formally accept ownership of the pathways that have no owner. If so, the 
KPPCSD would become ultimately responsible for the paths, protecting the County and 
neighboring homeowners in case of a liability issue. With ownership, certain problems 
would fall to the KPPCSD for solutions (for 
example the failed 12” drainage pipe from 
Highland Ave)…The Amherst/Arlington 
pathway continues to be the exception. The 
Diablo Fire Safe Council offered a grant to 
clear the heavy brush and bamboo on this 
path. However, the conditions of the grant 
required that the neighbors endorse the 
effort, which has not happened. Instead, 
those neighbors either wish to use the land 
for themselves, or wish the land to be left 
undeveloped and unused…Meanwhile new 
Paths Committee member, Gretchen Gilýl-
lan was pitching in on path clearing last 
month, just thirteen weeks after having had 
a pig valve implanted in her heart to restore 
blood þow that, but for an echocardiogram, 
she wouldn’t have known she was missing. 
Now everyone will be wanting one!

Tepco – El Cerrito’s contribution to the world  
of ceramics – Sunday, June 5th, at 1:30pm  

at the El Cerrito Senior Center

New KPPCSD Secretary, Anita Gardyne
– Welcome, Anita!

Last month, Kensington/El Cerrito fire fighters 
gave instructor Rob John’s Hilltop Elementary 
first grade class a guided tour of the fire station 

Mike and Otto Carver in their ‘23 Ford
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What would happen if all of Kensington 
read the same book? This fall, we’ll have 
the chance to find out as the Kensington 
Library holds its first One 
City, One Book program 
entitled Kensington Reads. 
This first-time event for our 
community coincides with 
Kensington’s centennial and 
will provide many oppor-
tunities for Kensington to 
celebrate our 100th anniver-
sary. 

The title selected for the 
kick-off of Kensington 
Reads is Mark Twain’s The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer. 
Tom and his adventures 
have entertained generations 
of readers, and the Kensing-
ton Library invites all members of the 
community to become reacquainted with 
this wonderful tale. As with his other 
works, Twain’s writing remains fresh and 
insightful. While the book was written for 
children, it has much for adults to revisit, 
or discover for the first time. 

Thanks to generous gifts from the Friends 

Kensington Reads
of the Kensington Library, the Kensington 
Community Council and The Kensington 
Improvement Club, several copies of Tom 
Sawyer will be available for checkout at 

the library, and free copies 
will also be available at sev-
eral locations in town to read 
and pass on to friends and 
neighbors! The library’s web 
site will also link to the book 
in free downloadable audio 
and e-book formats.

Mark Twain-themed activi-
ties and events will be 
planned in September for the 
entire community to partici-
pate in and enjoy, including a 
talk given by the director of 
UC Berkeley’s Mark Twain 
Papers Project, Dr. Robert 

Hirst, and a visit from Mark 
Twain re-enactor, Pat Kaunert. October 
will feature a series of book discussions 
to suit everyone’s schedule, with five for 
adults and five for children.

For more information about Kensington 
Reads, please check with the library or 
visit the Contra Costa County Library’s 
website: http://ccclib.org/.

3 late arrivals – not forgotten! Above, left: Raphael 
Cabral (Berkeley, Santa Barbara City College); 
Above, right: Timothy Lampkin-Little (Hercules, 
Wilmington Univ. at New Castle, Delaware); and 

below… 

BFF: Trudy Westby, Alice Chen, and Lena Miller.Friends for Life: Robert Ramirez, Tonio Altieri-
D’Alo, Peter Cook, Hayden Florez, Mitch Bovey, 

Chris Haxo and Ryan Hamana.

Amin Fawzi and happy mom (Berkeley, San Diego 
State University). Word to the wise, grads: If, as 
Woody Allen says, “Half of life is showing up,” 

the other half is showing up on time!

…Grads, from Page 1

San Francisco State University); Peter 
Cook (Berkeley, Syracuse University); 
Trudy Westby (El Cerrito, UC Santa 
Barbara); Mitch Bovey (El Cerrito, UC 
Berkeley); Lena Miller (El Cerrito, John 
Hopkins University); Jenna Rempel 
(Bentley, UCLA).

Not pictured: Eric Aultman (El Cerrito, 
UC Santa Cruz); Arek Boyolan (El Cer-
rito, Cal Poly); Alex Johnson (Berkeley, 
UC Berkeley School of Engineering); 
Chiara Kamesar (El Cerrito, Santa Bar-
bara Community College); Kate Mazzera 
(El Cerrito, UC Santa Barbara); Alberto 
Santos-Davidson (Albany, Walla Walla 
University); Dhananjai Shastri (Int’l 
School in India, UC Santa Cruz); Gabriel 
Smith (El Cerrito, Cal Poly).

Daniel Baldassare, Michael Whittemore, Joseph  
Chanowitz, and Jamie Pines: the guys, all grown up!

…Letters, from Page 2

Dear Editor,

I have been a Kensington homeowner for 
43 years. On April 6th, 2011, my home 
was burglarized between 1 and 3pm while 
I was out. When I called the Kensington 
police to report this intrusion, an officer 
came within 15 minutes. On April 9th, 
when I discovered further details of the 

Thanks, KPD!
break in, I called again and two officers 
came within 15 minutes. All three offi-
cers were very considerate, polite, and 
fully involved in trying to pull the pieces 
together to understand the crime. I’m very 
appreciative of our police force and their 
responsiveness, and wish to thank them.

Anonymous




