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January 22nd, 2010…3:30pm – the day after little Jack’s 3rd birthday. 
Kathy  Maguire and her two children had just come home through this 
gate to their home at 46 Arlington Avenue an hour earlier, and the kids 
were taking their afternoon nap when the accident happened – just one 
of several serious accidents, and numerous less serious accidents, at this 
same location over the past decade. 

In a letter a year ago to the Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors, 
County Public Works Dept., the Kensington Police Protection and Com-
munity Services District, and Chief of Police, Greg Harman, Jack’s 
mother Kathy, and father, Patrick, said, “While we have sustained sub-
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Calm the Traffic, Calm the Neighbors

see Trafýc, Page 5… 

Jack Maguire, then age 3, examined the car that crashed through the gate to his home

stantial amounts of prop-
erty damage and endured 
countless inconveniences 
as a result of the acci-
dents, we feel lucky that 
our family and the drivers 
were able to avoid injury 
and death. We are fearful 
and quite confident that 
serious injury or possi-
ble death is an imminent 
threat to our immediate 
community unless effec-
tive traffic-calming mea-
sures are implemented as 
soon as possible.”

There is little doubt that 
something needs to be 
done to prevent future 
accidents at the curve 
in the road in front of 
46 Arlington Avenue. 
Meetings with the police 
department and County 
traffic control engineers 
in early 2010 resulted in 
the purchase of a flash-
ing radar-imbedded 
sign informing drivers 
along that stretch of road 
(00-59 Arlington) of their 

speed, with the intention of slowing traffic in the straightaway 
as it heads south toward the apparently dangerous curve at 46 
Arlington.

According to a petition distributed to Arlington neighbors by 
the Maguires, it’s especially critical to slow down traffic in this 
area as these sidewalks and crosswalks represent a high pedes-
trian traffic area. Each of the four most recent car accidents 
occurring at 46 Arlington Avenue has resulted in a speeding 
car jumping the sidewalk. Near schools, the library, the park 
and community center, and Arlington Church, pre-school and 
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Dear Editor:

We are a great community and many of us 
enjoy walking in our neighborhoods. 

Please, let’s keep our sidewalks open for 
couples walking arm in arm, people with 
baby buggies, people with disabilities and 
everyone. Our streets are narrow and step-
ping out on the street can be quite danger-
ous.

Please prune and/or cut back your vegeta-
tion to clear the whole sidewalk.  It makes 
it safer for everyone, especially personnel 
responding to emergencies.

Let’s keep our town safe and beautiful for 
all.

 C. Kafitz

Prune Sidewalk Vegetation

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Preserving Natural Habi-
tats – for ALL Creatures

Gioia Sets Record Straight

Dear Editor,

KPPCSD – Director Kosel  in her com-
ments in the February Kensington Out-
look continues to make unprovoked, 
untrue and defamatory comments about 
aspects of my personal and professional 
life. In November I addressed her allega-
tions prior to the election on my candidate 
web site which was re-printed in part in 
the January Outlook. Until the election 
process I had never met or had any inter-
action with her. To my knowledge there is 
no rational justification for her continued 
vilification of my person.

My attitude and commitment toward 
public service, though more enlightened 
as a result of the negativity of these accu-
sations, continues to be that of affirmative 
contribution towards our city government 
and to each and every citizen’s right to 
representation. 

I want to thank the overwhelming num-
bers of  community members that have 
come forth in response to the Outlook arti-
cle that have presented me with e-mails, 
phone calls, and in-person words of 
encouragement, wisdom, and  support.

Sincerely, 
Tony Lloyd

To the Editor,

As owner of RabbitEARS, I strongly 
favor the maintenance of existing path-
ways in Kensington, and the re-opening of 
others. RabbitEARS is dedicated not only 
to the care of animals as pets but also to 
the preservation of natural habitats for all 
creatures. We have hosted expert birding 
classes, and bat and spider watching on the 
Kensington pathways, attended mostly by 
individuals from Oakland, Berkeley and 
surrounding areas who knew nothing of 
the quiet beauty of our township, let alone 
the quaint restaurants and shops. Many of 
those people are now regular and frequent 
patrons of RabbitEARS, Inn Kensington 
and The Arlington, the Circus Pub, Post 
Meridian and the Kensington Farmers’ 
Market.

I envision an even broader appeal when 
Kensington CA becomes a Sister City 
to Kensington UK, under consideration 
now. I have proposed naming a pathway 
after Beatrix Potter, who was born in 
Kensington UK. RabbitEARS would then 
officially “adopt” the pathway and vol-
untarily maintain it, much like the Adopt 
a Highway system currently in place all 
across the nation.

I enjoy the use of the hidden pathways 
both for the beauty and the convenience, 
and hope more people might appreci-
ate the accessibility of this open space. I 
applaud the efforts of the KIC in taking 
up this cause. 

Sincerely, 
Judy Hardin, owner 
RabbitEARS Adoption Store

Dear Editor:

I’m writing to clarify my position and 
actions in response to recent quotes by 
Cathie Kosel (in last month’s Outlook 
interview) that misrepresented my posi-
tion with regard to a complaint that was 
filed with the Fair Political Practices 
Commission (FPPC) regarding Measure 
G campaigning.

During the campaign, my office did 
respond to inquiries from several resi-
dents about the placement of signs. After 
checking with the County’s planning divi-
sion, we informed them that County code 
prohibits the placement of campaign signs 
on the public right of way.

I have never stated that any Kensington 
Community Services District personnel 
committed any campaigning violations, 
nor did I ask for, or join, any request for 
an investigation.

Thanks for the chance to correct the record 
on this issue.

Sincerely, 
John Gioia
John Gioia is the Contra Costa  
Supervisor for District 1.

Tony Lloyd on Dir. Kosel

Tony Lloyd is a newly elected director of 
the KPPCSD.
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Dear Editor:  

Gender equity and gender discrimination 
in the Kensington Police Department

Gender equity is a set of actions, attitudes, 
and assumptions that provide opportuni-
ties and create expectations about indi-
viduals. In my definition of gender equity, 
gender is never separate from race, eth-
nicity, language, disability, income, or 
other diversities that define us as human 
beings. It is a framework for employment  
in which all females and males are treated 
equally. Gender equity is a value of our 
great democracy.

There has been no female patrol officer 
in Kensington for approximately two 
years. Prior to that, the well-respected Sgt. 
Angela Escobar served our community for 
10 years. Chief Harman “encouraged” her 
to leave. I believe that the current man-
agement of the KPPCSD may be guilty 
of gender discrimination; the lack of a 
single female on patrol probably supports 
my assertion. This discrimination is not 
subtle, and it is a significant deficiency 
for our community in the management of 
any issues involving females. Our police 
department administration should be held 
accountable for what appears to be  dis-
crimination. To have only one woman on 
the force for the entire decade of 2000-
2010 is indefensible in itself. To now have 
ZERO female officers is just not accept-
able. 

I placed a resolution on the KPPCSD 
agenda for the February meeting asking 
the directors to affirm their commitment to 
gender equity. It was removed by our male 
president. I have asked that it be placed on 
the agenda for March 10th. If you would 
like to support this resolution, please plan 
to attend and/or email the directors with 
your thoughts.

Cathie Elaine Kosel

Cathie is a Director of the Kensington 
Police Protection and Community Ser-
vices District (KPPCSD) - Ed.

What is Gender Equity?
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Class Registration: Please call the ofýce 
at 525-0292. Some classes have enroll-
ment limits; those registering will be 
notiýed if they canôt be accommodated.

Tennis Court Reservations: For weekends 
and holidays only, beginning at 9am.  
Call the KCC ofýce for information. 
Court Fees: Residents – $2 for a 45-min. 
singles reservation. Nonresident: $5.

Kensington Community Center Rental 
Information: Please call KPPCSD 
(Kensington Police Protection & Com-
munity Services District) at 526-4141.

Ofýce: 59 Arlington Ave., Building E 
(Across the grassy ýeld above the tennis 
courts in Kensington Park), Kensington 
CA 94707. Email: kccrec@yahoo.com.

New Class!  
HOOP POWER  
Weekly Morning Hoop Dance Class

Tuesday Mornings, 8:45 ï 9:45am  
Drop-ins Welcome!  $12 per class; $5 
special introductory rate for first class. 
Kensington Community Ctr/Youth Hut 
New session will begin March 8th

Fun and fitness, movement and medita-
tion are all found in hoop-dance. We will 
start with basic waist hooping, moving on 
to more intermediate moves both on and 
off the body, all while discovering your 
own dance in a hoola-hoop and the sooth-
ing, meditative aspects of hooping.  

No hoop experience necessary. This is a 
beginning class. Please wear comfortable 
clothes and bring water. Hoops provided 
for class and will be available for pur-
chase.  
Kaye Anderson is the founder and lead 
hooper of Hoop Power. She is also a clini-
cal social worker who has been working 
with children, teens, and families for over 
15 years. 

Questions: kayelcsw@hotmail.com or 
919-2783. Registration: 525-0292 or 
kccrec@yahoo.com.    

REGISTRATION

The winter session of KASEP began 
on Monday, January 3, and continues 
through Friday, March 18. Registra-
tion for the spring session will be held 
on Wednesday, March 2. If youôre inter-
ested in looking at our current classes, 
the brochure is posted at the www.
AboutKensington.com website, under 
ñChildrenôs Services.ò

KIDS AFTER SCHOOL

ACRYLIC PAINTING 
Wednesdays, 9:45am - 1:30pm
$32/month ($36/nonresidents)
Community Center

Stan Cohen (533-3003) leads this informal 
but professional workshop for established 
and serious beginning adult artists. Morn-
ings are devoted to developing painting, 
with assistance available. Afternoons are 
reserved for class critique. Enrollment is 
limited.  Instructor approval required.

RECREATIONAL 
CLASSES FOR ADULTS

KCC FlowerPower Class plants tulips  
and daffodils at the Youth Hut.

USER-FRIENDLY PILATES  
Get Stronger Without Getting Hurt

Level II/Intermediate class with Ernie 
Adams. Wednesdays, March 2nd ï 
April 13th, 7:30-8:30pm. 7-class series. 
Kensington Community Center, 59 
Arlington Ave., Kensington (next to 
KCC Ofýce/south of soccer ýeld)  
$92 residents/ $93 non-residents.  
$15 drop-in (1st class only) 

User-Friendly Pilates engages your deep-
est core abdominal, lumbar, and pelvic 
þoor muscles, and teaches you to stretch 
and strengthen in a safer way. Training 
with the proper awareness and mental 
focus can increase core strength, and also 
improve posture, balance and coordina-
tion. It can help you feel more powerful, 
age more gracefully, and move with more 
rhythm and þow. A review DVD of the 
class will be offered to students at the end 
of the series for $15 (normally $25).

Ernie Adams is a Pilates Instructor and 
Feldenkrais® Movement Educator, with 
an extensive background as a professional 
dancer. He has over 17 years experience 
collaborating with physical therapists to 
treat orthopedic, neurological, dance and 
sports related injuries. Taking a class with 
Ernie can help you have more fun while 
getting ýt! Private sessions are also avail-
able. For more information, or to make 
an appointment, please contact Ernie at 
619-9223, adams@bodyinaction.com, or 
www.bodyinaction.com. 

Maximum 18 students. Please sign-up 
early to guarantee a space. Call 525-0292, 
drop by KCC Ofýce to register (M-F 
10-4), or send checks payable to KCC, 59 
Arlington Ave., Kensington 94707. 

Class meets at the Kensington Recreation 
Building, (next to KCC Ofýce, south of 
the playing ýeld). 
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Thanks to Our Additional
Fall Fundraising Donors!

    (Through February 10th)

$250
Vida and Paul Dorroh

$25-50
Betsy Gardiner and Russ Dedrick

Meryl Natchex Rafferty
Amy Resner and William Lee

Thank You!

You’re Invited!  

Kensington Community Council’s
SPRING CELEBRATION

April 9, 2011

Enjoy delicious appetizers, gourmet foods, 
fine wines, soft drinks, and a silent auction. 

Child-care provided.

Admission $25 per adult
Please make your check payable to: 

KCC Celebration, 59 Arlington Avenue, Kensington, CA 94707
Tickets will be held at the door.

KCC SUMMER DAY CAMP 2011

KCC Summer Camp Registration on 
Wednesday, March 16th 7:00 pm at the 
Community Center!

Located in the East Bay hills at 59 Arling-
ton Avenue in Kensington, the Kensing-
ton Community Council (KCC) Summer 
Camp is for children entering first grade 
through sixth grades in fall 2011. The 
camp runs from June 13th through August 
19, 2011, Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Campers may 
enroll on a weekly basis.  

The price for one week of camp is $205 
(except Week 4, July 5th- 9th, $160.00). 
Our camp has a maximum of 62 chil-
dren per week. We employ one director, 
eight counselors, a tennis instructor and 
“specialty consultants” who work with 
campers each week on special interest 
activities. Extended daycare 8:00  - 9:00 
am and 5:00 – 5:30 pm is available for an 
additional fee.

Each week campers will enjoy: Field trip 
by private bus to points of interest around 
the Bay Area such as Scandia, Water 
World, the Exploratorium and the Jungle. 
Special interest activities include carpen-
try, art, golf, engineering and cooking.

Registration

Registration will take place as follows:
Wednesday, March 16th, 7pm
   at the Community Center.
Thursday, March 17th, 10am to 4pm
    at the KCC Office.
Monday, March 21st, 10am to 4 pm.
Parents may register their children on a 
space-available basis during KCC office 
hours.

Brochures Available

For more information or a brochure, call 
the KCC office at (510) 525-0292.

*Special Activities Schedule:
Week 1: June 13 – June 17	
Å Carpentry with Sandy Thacker	
Å Field Trip to The Jungle
Week 2: June 20 – June 24		
Å Dynamic Engineering with  
Lance Akiyama
Å Field Trip to Lake Anza
Week 3: June 27 ï July 1 
ÅArt for Fun with Jeanne Rehrig. 
ÅField Trip Oakland Zoo
Week 4: July 5, 6, 7 & 8 
(July 4th holiday)
Å Golf with Alex Brown
Å No field trip 
Week 5: July 11 - July 15
Å Gymnastics with Judy Baker
Å Field Trip to Scandia
Week 6: July 18 - July 22		
Å Gymnastics with Judy Baker
Å Field Trip to The Exploratorium
Week 7: July 25 ï July 29
Å Cooking with Vicky Brodt
Å Field Trip to Water World
Week 8: August 1 - August 5
Å Sports & Games with Kim Roots
Å Field Trip to Lake Temescal
Week 9: August 8 - August 12	
Å Recycle sculpture with Jeanne Rehrig
Å Field Trip to Pier 39 / 
 Alcatraz/Aquarium
Week 10: August 15 - August 19		
Å Wearable Art with Marge Essel
Å Field Trip to The Jungle

User-Friendly Pilates for Adults 
Wednesdays with Ernie Adams

Each June, the Outlook publishes a 
picture of Kensington students who 
will be graduating from high school. 
Please note the picture will be taken 

at the Recreation Center, Sunday May 
15th, at 3:30pm. Contact Karen  
Whittemore, parent contact at  
karenwhittemore@yahoo.com.

 SAVE THE DATE! 
 Sunday May 15th

High School Seniors 
in Kensington
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Neighborhood NotesNeighborhood Notes
Two Years in the “Making”  
Park restroom committee volunteers, pic-
tured with KPPCSD General Manager, Greg 
Harman, show the results of two years of 
study and effort. The design received final 
approval at the February KPPCSD meeting, 
and the project will now go out to bid. Greg 
said they hope to have a contractor in four 
weeks, have the project under construction 
by the end of April, and be ready for the first 
flush “sometime in October.”  
 
1st Annual Rhea Wilson  
Plant Sale Coming This Spring  
The ýrst annual Rhea Wilson Plant Sale will 
be held at the Kensington Hilltop School 
Carnival on May 7th. This year’s plant sale 
will bring back a tradition that left a gen-
eration of 1970s Kensington children with 
memories of kitchens overtaken by seedlings 
and a multipurpose room transformed into 
a jungle with the smell of wet soil and table 
after table of succulents, annuals, vegetables, 
and þowers. This year, a new generation 
of Kensington families is sharing the joy 
of watching seedlings grow and serving the 
Kensington School community…The 2011 plant sale is named for Rhea Wilson, thirty-
six-year resident of Kensington. In 1975 she was the PTA chairperson of the plant sale. 
Today, Rhea’s grandchildren Henry and Ben attend Kensington Hilltop school and their 
mother, Karen Veitch (Rheaôs daughter), is an active member of the PTA BoardéWith 
squeezed school budgets, the PTA serves an essential role in ensuring the educational 
success of Kensington children…The Kensington Hilltop Elementary School Outdoor 
Classroom committee and PTA would like to 
invite the community to attend the plant sale 
(and carnival). If you would like to donate 
seedlings, cuttings, or plants please contact 
Alice Brock-Utne at abrockutne@gmail.com.

RabbitEARS Owner Busy Beaver 
RabbitEARS owner Judy Hardin, pictured at 
right with George Too (formerly Gracie One 
– it’s a long story), sponsors events almost 
every week at her new location near Fat-
Apples on Fairmount Avenue. You can adopt 
a bunny, hamster, or guinea pig, purchase 
pet food and other pet supplies (no animals 
are sold), or even get your pet groomed 
for free if you play your cards right on the 
right day (itôs March 12th). Donôt miss HAMSTERAMA! World’s Greatest Hamster 
Adoption Fair Ever, on March 26th. See Calendar, Page 7, for details on this and other 
RabbitEARS events, or go to www.rabbitears.org. Did we mention Judy is spearheading 
the campaign to become sister cities with Kensington, UK, the home of Beatrix Potter, 
(author of Peter Cottontail)? At her previous location on Colusa Circle, Judy was also 
responsible for expanding the summer Kens-
ington Art Walks to Colusa Avenue. This 
woman’s got a big heart and she knows how 
to promote her business!

Nan Phelps Photography Classes 
Nan Phelps Photography is pleased to 
offer small, personalized classes taught by 
professional photographers with a variety 
of specializations, including Mark Alten-
berg, who left his corporate high-tech job 
awhile back to focus on ýlmmaking and 
photography (www.altenberg.com/mark); SF 
photographer and high school cycling coach, 
Michael Mejia, who was dragged, he says, 
kicking and screaming into the digital age 
(www.mejiaphoto.com); and studio owner, Nan 
Phelps, an award-winning portrait photographer, well known for her 
evocative, emotional imagery. …See Calendar for dates and times. Nan Phelps Photog-
raphy 398 Colusa Avenue (on Colusa Circle). 
Info at 528-8845 or www.nanphelps.com. 

Zero Tolerance –  
And the Muscle to Back it Up! 
Kensington has adopted a “zero tolerance” 
policy when it comes to speeding. That 
means if you get stopped for speeding, you 
can pretty much count on getting a ticket. 
And, thanks to a generous gift from the 
Pleasant Hill Police Dept., We are now the 
proud owners of a new weapon in our arsenal 
– this 2001Harley Davison motorcycle. Just 
imagine trafýc ofýcer, Manny Ramos, pic-
tured at right, astride Kensingtonôs ýrst hog ï 
coming soon to a rearview mirror near you!
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Andrew Mixer, Jack Griffith, Italo Capestri, and 
GM/COP, Greg Harman

Rhea Wilson, 1975 Plant Sale 

Photo: Nan Phelps
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elementary school students and parents, 
senior citizens, joggers, church members, 
and other pedestrians depend on the side-
walks in this area. 

After extensive research by the Contra 
Costa Department of Public Works and 
the Kensington Police Department, 
including surveying of the road curvature 
and banking along Arlington Avenue and 
installation of a temporary radar trailer, it 
was determined that a combination of the 
following traffic calming measures were 
necessary to help reduce the dangerous 
condition on Arlington Avenue: Re-strip-
ing of the road prior to the dangerous “S” 
curve near Cowper Ave., police monitor-
ing and ticketing of speeders on Arling-
ton Avenue in the area between the north 
and south Rincon Road intersections and 
Arlington Avenue, and 
installation of a per-
manent solar radar 
speed sign prior to 
the dangerous ‘S’ 
curve.

The first two traffic-
calming measures 
have been imple-
mented, and the 
solar radar speed 
sign is ready to be 
installed. The radar 
speed sign was 
pre-approved, then 
funded by the Kens-
ington Police Protec-
tion and Community 
Services District 
(KPPCSD) in June 
2010, and purchased 
soon thereafter. The 
pole that will hold the 
sign was installed in 
December 2010. The sign’s installation 
has been delayed by Kensington resident, 
Samane Nili’s concerns over the conclu-
sions of the traffic study, her claimed lack 
of proper process and neighborhood noti-
fication, and concerns that her view will 
be obstructed by the sign. 

Samane and her husband moved to Kens-
ington in March of last year, and main-
tain that they never received notice of 
the neighborhood meetings regarding the 
traffic problem. They recently returned 
from vacation to discover that a tall pole 
had been installed directly across the 
street from their house – a pole installed 
for the purpose of hosting a flashing radar 
speed sign – with what is anticipated to 
be dramatic negative impact on their view 
of the bay. 

At last month’s KPPCSD meeting, 

Samane gave what appeared to be well-
researched presentation, backed by 
photos, charts, and graphs, showing why 
the County proposal is, she claims, not 
the best solution to the problem. 

According to County traffic engineer, 
Jerry Fahy, the pole, along with its pro-
posed radar speed sign, was not placed 
arbitrarily, but rather at the location 
along the road at which traffic manage-
ment principles indicate it would do the 
most good. Other signage, speed bumps, 
etc., were also considered, and the radar 
speed sign judged to be the most effec-
tive for this application. He says there is 
not a lot of history for situations like this, 
however, as it is rare for such a major 
thoroughfare to pass through a residen-
tial neighborhood. 

Samane, an architect, has researched the 
topic, only to arrive at a different conclu-

sion. “(While) our 
view was the ini-
tial motivation for 
my research,” she 
says, “…the pro-
posed solution has 
far more impact 
than disturbing our 
view and the light 
pollution that we 
(would) get from 
it; it is against the 
code and scientific 
research; it is a 
costly solution for 
our neighborhood, 
(which can be 
expected to have) 
minimum effect.”

According to 
Samane, “(t)he 

County has not fol-
lowed the legal pro-
cedure for adding 

this element in this neighborhood; the 
proposed solution should have been 
reviewed by the planning department in 
a public meeting; and public notification 
should have been sent out.

“We have never been notified about any 
meetings pertaining to the installation of 
the 25-foot post in front of our house (a 
fait accompli). We see the post and the 
sign from our bedroom, living room and 
dining room, and it intrudes on the lim-
ited view we have of San Francisco. The 
light pollution from the (proposed) sign 
constantly flashing will also be very dis-
turbing. (The Maguires state that flyers 
were distributed to all Arlington neigh-
bors prior to each meeting that was held 
to address the traffic safety problem.)

Samane goes on to assert that “(t)he 

Recently installed sign pole on the southwest 
corner of Arlington Ave. and Rincon Drive 

Rev. Tony Clark Installed at 
Arlington Community Church

On February 20th, Reverend Tony Clark 
(standing, center) was installed as Senior 
Pastor of the Arlington Community Church.    

Celebrate Persian New Year at 
the Persian Center in Berkeley

When was the last time you jumped over a 
bonfire for Charhr-Shanbeh Souri? March 
15th, 6-10pm. 209 Durant Ave. 548-5335 




