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Coming August 3rd: 27th Annual National Night Out

It is with disappointment that we announce that the planned re-
model of the Community Center, scheduled for this summer, will 
have to be postponed. The changes in scope, direction and funding 
of the project, along with recent demands by the KPPCSD to alter 
the role of the Kensington Community Council (KCC) have made 
this necessary.

We would like to thank all of the participants and sponsors who 
have worked with us over the last nine months. It is our sincere 
hope that we will be able to move forward with this project once 
the reasons for our delay have been resolved. 

For those of you who are new to Kensington or would appreciate 
an historical perspective, KCC is a non-profit community service 
organization that provides an array of educational and recreational 

see KCC, Page 6… 
Community Center  
Remodel Postponed

New vendors, live music, specialty foods, bakers, and organic food purveyors showed up for the Kensington Market  
Summerfest in June. Farmers’ Markets continue on Sundays from 10am to 3pm through the summer at Colusa Circle.

Measure G Wins
While all absentee ballots will not be counted for another 
two or three weeks, barring any unexpected surprises, and 
with all the other votes having been tallied, Measure G, 
the initiative that increases the annual Kensington police 
tax up to $200 per parcel, appears to have passed by a 70% 
to 30% margin, with 964 votes in favor and 408 opposed. 
(A 2/3 majority was required for passage.) Sponsors of 
the measure, backed by assurances from KPPCSD Gen-
eral Manager and Chief of Police, Greg Harman, promise 
that this will put the District on firmer financial footing, 
and prevent any reduction in police protection.  

opportunities. We have been 
working with the KPPCSD in the 
capacity as its agent since incep-
tion in providing these services.

In a working agreement that has 
been in place for decades with 
the Kensington Police Protection 
and Community Services Dis-
trict (KPPCSD), our income is 
derived through KCC and Kens-
ington After School Enrichment 
Program (KASEP) classes, a 10-
week Summer Camp, the Kens-
ington Outlook (advertising), 
and through contributions from 
the community raised at Spring 
and Fall fund raising events.

Any reserve funds, after expens-
es and maintenance, are accumu-
lated to reinvest in worthwhile 
improvements. The ‘87/’88 re-
model of the Community Center, 
Building E, and the planned Park 

bathroom are examples of improvements which have been funded 
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Response to  
“Raise the Rent”
I write in response to Phillip Zimmer-
mann’s letter, Raise the Rent, in the June 
Outlook. The letter stated that the KCC 
runs programs at the Community Center 
at a “profit.” While technically correct, 
the KCC regards the profit as surplus 
funds to be reinvested in the community. 
The construction of Building E, a wonder-
ful and well-used asset, was paid for by 
such funds, as were the park and the play-
ground.

Regarding the proposed remodel of the 
Community Center, Mr. Zimmermann 
correctly asserted that the first priority 
should be necessary maintenance. This is 
also the position of the KCC, and no work 
would have proceeded without first assur-
ing that the building was sound and had 
adequate drainage. The remodel has been 
put on hold for the time being. It would 
have made the building far more attractive 
and rentable at an increased rate, funds 
that would have helped to pay for the con-
struction.

Lastly, if, as Mr. Zimmermann suggests, 
the rent paid by the KCC was set at a level 
to absorb any surplus generated by its 
programs, the KCC would lack the abil-
ity to stockpile funds for future projects. 
The KCC would be forced merely to tread 
water and would forfeit the ability to go 
forward on behalf of our community.

Ted Blanckenburg, Kensington resident 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Response to  
“Eggs in Kensington”

Dear Outlook,

It was with a mixture of humor and disbe-
lief that I read the letter in the May Outlook 
titled “He’s an Eggs-istentialist,” advocat-
ing the changing of zoning regulations to 
allow bees and chickens to be kept by local 
residents.  

Some years ago two of my Kensington 
neighbors kept bees. On three occasions my 
house was swarmed. Once, a hive relocated 
inside the walls of my home. I remember 
hearing the bees and noticing how warm the 
wall was getting. The beekeeper I hired told 
me they were making honey. On two other 
occasions I had hundreds of bees in my 
living room. I had a young child at home at 
the time who found this disconcerting.  On 
a fourth occasion I observed my neighbor’s 
apple tree being swarmed. It was like watch-
ing a thirty-foot high cyclone. I’m glad his 
kids weren’t playing in the yard when that 
happened. I also do not miss the dozen or so 
bees that came to visit every time I would 
have a meal on my deck.

The situation created by my bee-keeping 
neighbors was dangerous, took a number of 
hours to fix, and cost a few hundred dol-
lars.

I know one other thing about bees. Over 
the years I’ve visited several farms. A few 
have kept bees. In each case the hives were 
located over a hundred yards away from 
inhabited dwellings.  It’s obvious why.  

I know less about chickens. But I don’t 
trust them. While the Chicken Lobby 
has successfully promulgated the notion 
that they are quiet, in truth all attempts to 
create a genetically engineered noise-free 
chicken have failed. Basically, if they’re up 
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Chickens? No Cluckin’ Way! 

Dear Editor, 

I am writing in response to Russell Brent’s 
Letter to the Editor published May, 2010.  
Mr. Brent expressed an interest in keeping 
chickens and bees in his back yard, and 
seeks to connect with other residents that 
share that interest. If enough support is 
garnered, they would look to potentially 
amend the Kensington Overlay Ordinance 
allowing residents to keep small a flocks 
of fowl and beehives. 

I too thought of keeping chickens. Last 
fall I asked a couple of long time residents 
very familiar with Kensington’s workings 
if residents could keep chickens in Kens-
ington. It never occurred to me it was not 
legal. The answer I got was, “yes, if you 
keep them quietly, and, no roosters.”  I did 
not have time to clarify what that meant 
when I started to hear loud squawkings in 
my neighborhood. While the noise was not 
24/7, when it did come, it was very loud 
and lasted a long time. I am 25% deaf in 
my right ear, and have a pretty decent set 

at dawn clucking around a few feet from 
your window, then so are you, especially if 
you’re a light sleeper.         

I would hope that Mr. Eggs and the Zoning 
Commission do their research before pro-
ceeding further. Kensington is a sub-urban 
density residential town – not a farm com-
munity. However, if in its wisdom the 
Zoning Commission decides to allow bees 
and chickens into residential neighbor-
hoods, then I would like to keep a bull in 
my garage. Think of the benefits of having 
freshly slaughtered, pesticide free meat, 
right here on our properties! And I want a 
rooster too! Imagine the stories these two 
could tell! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Michael Baar, Founder and President 
The Ad-Hoc Committee To Make Kensing-
ton A Homosapien-Only Preserve

of insulated glass windows, and at times I 
was awaken in the morning by chickens.   

It took me 2-1/2 months to find out where 
they lived – three houses away on a dif-
ferent block. They are 100-140 feet away. 
The sound carries far! 

I contacted the owners and asked them 
to abate it. My understanding is that they 
pared back the flock. I still hear them, but 
it is not as bad as it was.

You wouldn’t think it, but chickens, not 
just roosters, can be really loud. I don’t 
know if it is related to how sound rico-
chets on my block, the size of the flock 
kept, the breed, predators…I have no idea. 
But if Mr. Brent’s group is to go forward, 
it seems they will have to address noise 
concerns.

Sincerely, 
Leslie Reckler

And Now – Plant Thieves!

Editor,

There are plant thieves working our neigh-
borhood. Over the last 2 weeks, 9 differ-
ent cactus plants (well grown specimen 
plants of medium size) have been dug up 
from my garden on Highland Blvd. I have 
made my immediate neighbors aware, but 
we thought the entire community should 
be alerted.

Sadly, my telephone call to the Kens-
ington Police Department went to voice 
mail. Although a message was left for the 
Police, my call was never returned.

Regards,
Martin Reed
Highland Blvd. Resident

A statistician made a few calculations and 
discovered that since the birth of our nation 

more lives have been lost in celebrating  
our independence than in winning it.  

		  – Curtis Billings
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Å Week 3: Environmental Art 
with Chris Lack
6/28-7/2; Field trip to Oakland Zoo

Å Week 4: Golf with Alex Brown
7/6-9; Special Activities at Camp

Å Week 5: Drumming with Mark  
Rosenthal  (Olympics Week)
7/12-16; Field Trip to Scandia 

Å Week 6: Cooking Outdoors with 
Vicky Brodt; 7/19-23; Field Trip to  
The Exploratorium   

Å Week 7: Hip Hop with Tati Argue
7/26-30; Field Trip to Lake Temescal

Å Week 8: Sports & Games  
with Kim Roots				  
8/2-6; Field Trip to Waterworld

Å Week 9: Art with Elaine Chu		
8/9-13 (also Olympics Week); Field Trip 
to Pier 39/Alcatraz/Aquarium

ÅWeek 10: Yoga and Movement  
with Catherine Johnson			 
8/16-20; Field Trip to The Jungle 
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User-Friendly Pilates 
with Ernie Adams 
NEW LOCATION:  
Arlington Community Church 
52 Arlington Avenue (across the street 
from the Kensington Library)
During the summer months, our Pilates 
class will move to the Arlington Community 
Church. Our thanks to ACC for providing this 
space during the summer season.

Class Registration: Please call the ofýce 
at 525-0292. Some classes have enroll-
ment limits; those registering will be 
notiýed if they canôt be accommodated.

Tennis Court Reservations: For weekends 
and holidays only; beginning at 9am.  
Call the KCC ofýce for information. 
Court Fees: Residents ï $2 for a 45-min. 
singles reservation. Nonresident: $5.

Kensington Community Center Rental 
Information: Please call KPPCSD 
(Kensington Police Protection & Com-
munity Services District) at 526-4141.

Ofýce: 59 Arlington Ave., Building E 
(Across the grassy ýeld above the tennis 
courts in Kensington Park), Kensington 
CA 94707. Email: kccrec@yahoo.com.

Located in the East Bay hills at 59 
Arlington Avenue in Kensington, 
the Kensington Community Council 
(KCC) Summer Day Camp is for chil-
dren entering first through sixth grades 
in Fall 2010. 

The camp runs June 14 through August 
20, 2010, Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Campers may 
enroll on a weekly basis. The price for 
one week of camp is $205 (except Week 
4, July 6-9, $160).  

Our camp has a maximum of 62 chil-
dren per week. We employ one director, 
a head counselor, eight counselors, a 
tennis instructor, and a “specialty con-
sultantò to work with the campers. 

The camp director and head counselor 
also provide extended day care 8:00-
9:00am and 5:00-5:30pm for an addi-
tional fee of $7 per day. (7:30-9am and 
5-6pm available for $10 per day.)   

Each week the campers will enjoy:

A field trip by private bus to points of 
interest around the Bay Area such as 
Scandia, Water World, the Explorato-
rium, and the Jungle; Special activities 
such as carpentry, drumming, dance, 
cooking, and golf; Tennis instruction 
three days per week; Games, arts and 
crafts, hiking, and fun! 

Å Week 1: Carpentry w/Sandy Thacker	
6/14-18; Field trip to The Jungle

Å Week 2: Carpentry w/Sandy Thacker	
6/21-25; Field trip to Lake Anza

REGISTRATION

KCC SUMMER CAMP

Fall registration will be held on Wednes-
day, September 8, and the ýrst day of 
the fall session is Monday, Sept. 20th.   

We can be reached at 525-0292 Monday-
Fri., 10 am-4pm, or kccrec@yahoo.com.

KIDS AFTER SCHOOL ADULT CLASSES

These classes are mixed-level, appro-
priate for those with experience, and 
also for those who are just beginning. 
 
NEXT CLASS SERIES 
TUESDAYS, 7:30-8:30pm 
Get Stronger Without Getting Hurt 
Become aware of deep supportive core 
muscles, learn how to release tight 
muscles, stretch and strengthen in a 
way that reduces the chance of injury. 
 
Note: Since we are not able to offer a 
level one class during the summer I am 
combining Level 1 & Level 2 classes.

I will try to give more advanced students 
more difýcult versions of the exercises 
and ask them to do more repetitions or to 
do the exercises more intensely. 

SERIES ONE: June 8-July 13, six ses-
sions, $75 Kensington residents/$76 for 
nonresidents.

…Bob Shaner and Paul Grunland for the wonderful Maybeck Estates  
Walking Tour on May 22nd! Over 30 people participated; and to  

Ollie Shaner for her gracious hospitality;  

And a BIG Thank You to…

SERIES TWO: July 20-Aug. 24, six 
sessions, $75 Kensington residents/$76 
for nonresidents. 7-student minimum. 

Ernie is a Pilates Instructor and Feldenk-
rais® Movement Educator, with an exten-
sive background as a professional dancer 
and 16yrs experience collaborating with 
physical therapists to treat orthopedic, 
neurological, dance- and sports-related 
injuries. He presents a less stressful way 
of learning Pilates. Private sessions also 
available. 619-9223 or bodyinaction.com.
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*Changes in the schedule may be made 
for unexpected circumstances. Regis-
tration continues during office hours, 
10am-4pm, in the KCC office in the 
Recreation Building (just beyond the 
tennis courts in Kensington Park). For 
further information, please call Esther 
Hill at the Kensington Community 
Council office at (510) 525-0292 or 
kccrec@yahoo.com.  Forms are avail-
able at: www.AboutKensington.com/
KCCDayCamp.html.

Jane Webber, Elaine Chu, Jean Jay, Judy Baker, Lynn Crook,  
Joan Gallegos, Esther Hill, Sandy Thacker, and Xinrong Searcy

Celebrating another Wonderful Year of KASEP!




