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Last month the attention of many residents, and that of our 
local district board members, was riveted by Contra Costa 
County’s suggestion that the consolidation of the Kensing-
ton ýre and police departments should be considered. 

In 2001, LAFCO – the Contra Costa Local Agency For-
mation Commission ï was commissioned to review the ýre 
and emergency medical services provided by all cities and 
special districts in the county, to evaluate their ability to pro-
vide those services to their constituents in a comprehensive 
and cost-effective manner.

In April, a preliminary report on Kensington was prepared 
for LAFCO. The report recommended absorption of the 
Kensington Fire Protection District (KFPD) by the KPPCSD 
(Kensington Police Protection and Community Services 
District ï which currently includes the police department, 
park & rec., and solid waste management).  

According to that report ï the Municipal Service Review 
[MSR] recently prepared for LAFCO, “In 1963…Contra 
Costa LAFCO was formed as a county-wide agency to dis-
courage urban sprawl and encourage the orderly formation 
and development of local government agencies. LAFCO is 
responsible for coordinating logical and timely changes in 
local governmental boundaries…as well as reviewing ways 
to reorganize, simplify, and streamline governmental struc-
ture. Its efforts are focused on ensuring that services are pro-
vided efýciently and economically, while agricultural and 
open space lands are protected…LAFCO conducts service 
reviews to evaluate the provision of the municipal services 
within the county.” 

LAFCO hired a consultant to prepare an MSR for Contra 
Costa cities and districts, including Kensington, and received 
responses to that review from the public and relevant cities 
and districts  – in our case, the KFPD and the KPPCSD – at 
an April 8th meeting at the county seat in Martinez. 

Public concerns voiced at that meeting ï and at April 
KFPD and KPPCSD board meetings – included 1) a concern 

Easter came early to Kensington this year, as  
Saturday morning, April 11th, dawned hot and sunny 
at nearby Arlington Park. Other cities across the 

nation and across the world had to wait till Sunday, but we 
get our Easter ýrst ï and thatôs as it should be. 

Many of us can recall Easter Egg Hunts when we actu-
ally hunted for real, brightly colored, hand-dyed, eggs. On 
this particular Saturday, however, the powers that be werenôt 
quite as hard-boiled as our parents once were, and the El 
Cerrito Fireýghters Organization cut right to the chase ï 
they spread out a huge amount of (wrapped) candy on the 
ground, along with some brightly colored, (plastic) eggs, 
and at just ýve minutes after the appointed hour, released 
the excited children.

Monica Kortz, Director of Recreation for El Cerrito, esti-
mated attendance at 1,000 – the largest Easter gathering in 
over twenty-three years of sponsoring this event (at Arling- [See LAFCO, page 2…]

ton Park for the past twenty). The event was underwritten 
by the El Cerrito Fire Department, with additional funding 
provided by local merchants and donations from attendees. 

Enthusiastic children rushed to grab as much candy as 
they could gather, and place it in their colorful Easter baskets 
(or large plastic bags, as was frequently the case). Well, the 
ýreýghters know what kids like, and no-one reported having  
seen that much candy on the ground since last Easter.

The Easter bunny was in attendance, of course, on this 
day accompanied by his own personal strolling violinist, 
local resident, Robin Hanson. (And why is it that the Easter 
Bunny is always considered to be male? When you think of 
it, doesnôt it seem like it might make more sense that this 
iconic ýgure is female, what with the eggs and all?)

One onlooker appeared to wonder if, indeed, perhaps the 
Easter Bunny was not a male, and tried to get close enough 
to ñtypeò him/her (thatôs the scientiýc term for óassessing 
genderô in the rabbit world). Now you have to get pretty 
close to a bunny to type it, and on this day His Bunnyness 
was having none of it. And, despite the fact that even a mod-
erately quick typist can type up to ýfty bunnies a minute, 
that mystery will have to remain unsolved for at least one 
more year. ôTil then, E.B.!

Robin Hanson, Jammin’ with the Easter Bunny at Arlington Park

Easter Bunny’s 1st Stop: Kensington!

Kids of all ages got a jump on Easter, Saturday, April 11th, at Arlington Park.

Kensington scupltor, Grayson Malone, above, is among 
three Kensington artists (including Renee Benoit and David 
Kwett) who will show their work in their home studios at Pro 
Artsô East Bay Open Studios in June. You can preview their 
work – and that of 400 other artists – at the East Bay Open  
Studios Preview Exhibition, Opening Tuesday, May 5th at Jack 
London Square (through June 14th). See Calendar for details.      

Open Studios PreviewFrom the New Editor…

It’s been an intense first month as your new editor – 
according to one long-time Kensington resident, the 
busiest sheôs seen here in 25 years.

While I was still trying to figure out what all the 
letters stand for in KPPCSD (Kensington Police Pro-
tection and Community Service District ï for short!), 
Contra Costa County threw down the gauntlet about 
whether or not Kensingtonôs fire and police/com-
munity service districts should remain independent 
ï from each other ï or even from the county, itself.

Kensington, we-can’t-forget-no-matter-how-hard 
-we-try, lies on an earthquake fault, in the midst of a 
dangerous fire zone, adjacent to large, highly flam-
mable open space. (And thatôs the good news!) 

How, and by whom, fire and police services are 
provided is a critical issue in our town. Tax rev-
enues, budgets, jobs, spheres of influence, and entire 
departments are suddenly at stake. See the article on 
LAFCO, herein, for details on the potential consoli-
dation of the police and fire districts.

Meanwhile, challenges within the police depart-

[See EDITOR, page 8…]

LAFCO – No 
Laughing Matter 
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that the recommendation for the advisabil-
ity of consolidating those two agencies 
had not included an evaluation of the ýre 
danger involved in a potential reduction 
of services (as voiced by Kensington resi-
dent and Fire Protection Engineer, Gilbert 
G. Bendix; 2) a concern that consolidation 
may present an opportunity for the county 
to reduce the overall funding of the ýre 
and police departments, leaving Kensing-
ton to ýght crime and ýre with less total 
tax revenues (as voiced by Lynn Wolter, 
and others), and 3) a concern that an MSR 
had yet to be done on the KPPCSD, before 
which a decision to consolidate should not 
take place. 

Kensington resident, Joan Gallegos, 
privately voiced a concern that, ñif the 
KFPD is dissolved and its functions passed 
to KPPCSD…the KFPD board – which 
has done an outstanding job of managing 
that district ï (would) be dissolved.ò

One man summed up many Kensington 
residents’ feelings when he said, “I don’t 
really care if the two districts are consoli-
dated or not. I just want to make sure that 
if thereôs a ýre and I call the ýre depart-
ment, somebody comes to put out the ýre. 
If thereôs a burglary and I call the police 
department, I want someone to come over 
and protect me.ò

The question remains as to what is the 
best way to provide those services.

Follow the Money
Further complicating matters is the 

large cash reserve on hand at the KFPD, 
while the KPPCSD has a ýscal deýcit. 
Some residents feel that since both police 
and ýre services are just as important to 
our community, it doesnôt make sense for 
one department to have a surplus and the 
other to have to consider making cuts in 
service in order to balance its budget. 

Others feel that the Fire District has done 
an excellent job of budgeting – including 
remodeling the ýre station, purchasing 
a new ýre engine, completing a ýre þow 
improvement project, which added almost 
5,000 feet of water main improvements 
and 32 new hydrants throughout the com-
munity, as well as setting aside sufýcient 
money to fund its retirement liabilities 
for past employees of the Fire District ï 
and that it shouldnôt be ñpunishedò for its 
sound ýscal management.

The KPPCSD maintains that its budget 
problems are due to lack of revenue, rather 
than to a lack of ýnancial management. 
Residents who feel the tax revenues sup-
porting both these service districts should 
be shared more equally also point to the 
unequal distribution of those revenues. 

In a nutshell, due to apportionment 
decisions made in 1978 when Proposi-
tion 13 went into effect, the ýre protection 
district gets approximately a 30% share ï 
and the police service district about a 13%  
share ï of property tax revenues available 
for ýre- and police protection. Revenues 
were apportioned based on budgets that 
were in effect at the time, and those pro-
portions essentially havenôt changed.

KFPD 
Board President, Nina Ramsey, says, 

ñThe KFPD recommends the LAFCO 
Board take no action regarding consolida-
tion of the KFPD and the KPPCSD until 
the MSR of the KPPCSD is complete and 
there has been an analysis of the revenue 
of KPPCSD and the impact that a consoli-
dation would have on services.ò

KPPCSD  
Board President, Bill Wright, says, 

ñWe support the recommendation in the 
ýnal draft as presented to LAFCO at the 
April 8th meeting (which suggested that 
a ýnal decision be delayed until an MSR 
for Community Service Districts could 
be completed). Our board would be par-
ticularly interested in further ýscal analy-
sis of any recommendation they would 
make.ò According to Wright, that MSR is 
expected to be completed this summer.

District 1 Supervisor, John Gioia
Supervisor Gioia agreed that more 

information ï and input from Kensington 
residents – is needed before the best deci-
sion can be made. He also suggested that 
another option to explore might be the ser-
vice- and cost-effectiveness of the police 
district contracting out police services to 
the El Cerrito Police Department, as the 
Fire Service District currently contracts 
out our ýre protection services to the El 
Cerrito Fire Department.

[See LAFCO page 5…]

[See LAFCO, page 5…]
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in movement education and injury 
prevention. He is a Certiýed Pilates 
Instructor and Feldenkrais® Practitio-
ner with an extensive background as a 
professional dancer.

In addition to private practice, Adams 
has many years clinical experience 
collaborating with physical therapists 
and chiropractors to treat orthopedic, 
neurological, dance and sports inju-
ries. These include improving walking, 
balance, posture, back care, scoliosis, 
MS, CP, Parkinson’s, traumatic brain 
injury and stroke, repetitive strain and 

chronic pain, and movement re-educa-
tion. He offers individual sessions and 
classes at his ofýces in Albany and El 
Cerrito, CA.

For more information about the class, 
please contact Ernie at 619-9223 or 
adams@bodyinaction.com. His website 
is www.bodyinaction.com.

 
Yoga for Health  
Tuesdays 9:15 – 10:30 a.m.

Harmonize your body, mind and spirit.  
This class involves basic yoga poses, 
correct body alignment, breathing 
techniques, and relaxation.  Develop 
strength, þexibility, endurance and 
grace.  Therapeutic concerns such as 
wrist, knee, neck and back pain, and 
stress reduction will be addressed.  No 
prior experience required – all ages 
welcome.  Please bring a mat to class.  

Instructor Nicole Becker, a registered 
yoga teacher, was trained in Anusara 
Yoga and has studied acupressure and 
Qi Gong.  She describes her teaching 
style as light-hearted and welcoming 
and strives to make each student feel 
cared for in his or her practice of yoga.  
For more information about the class, 
please contact Nicole at 527-6443. 
 
Fees: For residents: $15 for drop-in; 
$75 for a series of 6 classes. Nonresi-
dents please add $1 surcharge. To reg-
ister, call the KCC ofýce at 525-0292.  
Classes are held in the  
Community Center. 

K E N S I N G T O N

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N

59 Arlington Avenue, Building E (across the grassy ýeld above the tennis courts in Kensington Park)  Å  Kensington, CA 94704-1037  Å  kccrec@yahoo.com

Week 7, July 27 – 31, Hip Hop with 
Tati Argue; ýeld trip to Lake Temescal.

Week 8, Aug.  3 – 7, Sports and Games 
w/Kim Roots; ýeld trip to Waterworld.

Week 9, Aug.10 ï14, Cooking with 
Janet Martorano; ýeld trip to Pier39/
Alcatraz/Aquarium.

Week 10, Aug.17 ï 21, Cooking with 
Janet Martorano; ýeld trip to The 
Jungle.

*Changes in the schedule may be made 
for unexpected circumstances.

Interested in working for KCC as a 
summer camp counselor? Please call 
the ofýce at 525-0292 or e-mail at 
kccrec@yahoo.com. Applicants should 
be graduating from high school in 
spring 2009 or currently in college.  

N E W  C L A S S E S  F O R 
I N F A N T S  A N D  T O D D L E R S 

 

Musical Playgroup  
with Sarah Sunshine
 

Join Sarah Torney for stories, songs 
and movement geared toward infants 
and toddlers (newborn up to age 2).  
Please bring your favorite blanket or 
þoor mat. Parent/Caregiver participa-
tion is required. 

About the Instructor: A Bay Area 
native, Sarah Sunshine Torney holds 
over 25 ECE units, a valid child and 
infant CPR certiýcation, and is mother 
to two children of her own. 
 
When: Tuesdays 8:45 a.m-10:15 a.m. 
Fees: $15 for drop-in or $50/series of 4 
Where: Kensington Recreation Build-
ing (Building E) in Kensington Park

Contact: Sarah at 525-2811 and lyric-
sis@sbcglobal.net or KCC at 525-0292. 
 

A D U LT  C L A S S E S
 

User-Friendly Pilates 
Get Stronger Without Getting Hurt 
Wednesdays 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
 
Current series of 7 classes continues 
through June 10 (except May 6). Next 
session begins June 17. Students may 
join after 1st class, space permitting. 
Please call instructor for more info. 
 
Where: KCC Recreation Bldg, Rm A. 
Minimum of 7 students required for 
class; Cost: $84 for seven classes (resi-
dents); Non-residents, $93 for 7 classes. 
Please register with KCC.  

This class is for anyone who wants 
an introduction to Pilates and for 
those who want to get stronger with-
out getting hurt. Your core muscles 
protect your spine and prepare you 
for strenuous activities. Developing 
core strength involves engaging your 
deepest abdominal, lumbar, and pelvic 
þoor muscles. The instructor, Ernie 
Adams, presents an intelligent, less 
stressful way of learning Pilates and 
has 16-years experience specializing 

KASEP
Spring session continues through 
Friday, June 5.   Ofýce hours are 

Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We 
can be reached at (510) 525-0292  

or kccrec@yahoo.com.

KCC Summer Camp
Located in the East Bay hills at 59 
Arlington Avenue in Kensington, 
the Kensington Community Council 
(KCC) Summer Day Camp is for chil-
dren entering ýrst through sixth grades 
in fall 2009. The camp runs June 15 
through August 21, 2009, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  Campers may enroll on a weekly 
basis.  Cost per week is $205.  To ensure 
the best experience for each child, our 
camp has a maximum of 62 children per 
week. We employ one director, a head 
counselor, eight counselors, a tennis 
instructor, and a “specialty consultant” 
each week to work with the campers.  
Extended day care is available 8-9 a.m. 
and 5-5:30 p.m. each day for an addi-
tional $7 fee paid to our camp director.  

Each week the campers will enjoy:

Å Field trip on Wednesday by private 
bus to points of interest around the 
Bay Area such as Scandia, Water 
World, the Exploratorium and the 
Jungle. 

Å Special activities such as carpentry, 
gymnastics, golf, dance and cooking.  

Å Tennis with Kim Roots, three days 
per week. 

Å Games, arts and crafts, hiking and 
fun! 

SUMMER CAMP SPECIAL  
ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE*		
	  
Week 1, June 15 – June 19, Carpentry 
with Sandy Thacker; ýeld trip to The 
Jungle.

Week 2, June 22 – June 26, Carpentry 
with Sandy Thacker; ýeld trip to Lake 
Anza.

Week 3, June 29 – July 3, Environmen-
tal Art with Chris Lack; ýeld trip to 
Oakland Zoo.

Week 4, July 6 ï July 10, Golf with 
Alex Brown; ýeld trip to The Explor-
atorium.

Week 5, July 13 – 17, Gymnastics with 
Judy Baker; ýeld trip to Scandia. 

Week 6, July 20 ï 24, Gymnastics with 
Judy Baker; ýeld trip to Oakland Aôs 
game. 

Hatha Yoga   
Thursdays, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Classic yoga postures and breathing 
practices for revitalization. Learn to 
listen to your body and your breath; 
explore and enjoy. On the second and 
the ýnal Thursdays of the month, 
relax in a blissful restorative practice. 
First and third Thursdays are a more 
active practice. All levels of experience 
welcome.   
 
Fees: Residents: $12 for drop-in 
One-month pass (4 classes) for $40. 
Non-residents please add $1 surcharge.

For questions about the Hatha Yoga 
class content, please contact Instructor 
Claire Lavery at 681-3077. For ques-
tions about registration or location, 
please call KCC at 525-0292. Classes 
are held in Room A in the Recreation 
Building (Building E). 

Acrylic Painting  
Wednesdays 9:45am – 1:30 p.m.  
 
Stan Cohen (533-3003) leads this 
informal but professional workshop for 
established and serious beginning art-
ists. Mornings are devoted to develop-
ing painting, with assistance available.  
Afternoons are reserved for class cri-
tique. Enrollment is limited.  Instructor 
approval required.   
 
Fees:  $32/month; Non-residents  
please add $1 surcharge. 
Where:  Community Center 

Tennis 
Kim Roots offers classes for youth and 

adults. To register, call Kim 
at 526-6730. Adult classes: 
5 classes $40 per resident; 
Non-residents please add $1 
surcharge. Youth classes: 
$10 per class for residents; 
Non-resident: $11 per class. 

Classes are held at the tennis courts 
(West Court).

 
To Register for Classes:  
Please call the ofýce unless otherwise 
speciýed. Some classes have enrollment 
limits; those registering will be notiýed 
if they cannot be enrolled.

Tennis Court Reservations:  
Reservations are for weekends and 
holidays only; the earliest is 9 a.m. Call 
the KCC ofýce at 525-0292 for tennis 
court reservation information.

Tennis Court fees:  
Residents – $2 for a 45-minute singles 
reservation. Nonresidents – $5.

Community Center Rental:  
For information on renting the  
Kensington Community Center, please 
call KPPCSD (the Kensington Police 
Protection and Community Services 
District) at 526-4141.

Ernie Adams

Thanks to Marlene Walters  
for her $100 donation to KCC!
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Neighborhood NotesNeighborhood Notes
Kensington Hilltop Carnival 
Kensington Hilltop School will hold its 62nd Annual Spring Carnival on Saturday, May 
9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The community is invited to enjoy a delicious barbecue of tri-tip 
sandwiches, burgers, hot dogs, garden burgers and sausages, all prepared on the Dadôs 
Club playground grill. Drinks, snow cones and other goodies will also be available. There 
will be a ýre truck demo, a quilt rafþe, bake sale, white elephant sale, bike sale, and 
more! The Quilt Rafþe and Carnival are major fundraisers for the PTA and Dadôs Club 
activities at Kensington Hilltop School. 90 Highland Blvd., Kensington. 231-1415.

First Friday Art Walk - Colusa Circle - May 1st 
Kensington is joining up with other cities 
across the country, including Albany, to  
participate in First Friday Art Walk. Once 
a month on the ýrst Friday, participating 
businesses stay open until 9pm and greet 
art lovers with art, music, wine and more! 
Begins First Friday, May 1, and includes 
Nan Phelps Photography, RabbitEARS, Post 
Meridian Restaurant, Kroll Realty, FACE 
Skin Studio, and Hiersoux Porcelain. 
(Photo: Nan Phelps Photography)

Class of 2009 - Grad Photo May 3rd 
High school seniors: Donôt forget this yearôs graduation photo at 3pm, Sunday, May 3rd, 
in Kensington Park. All high school seniors are encouraged to attend. More information: 
528-1908 or ccjmcafee@pacbell.net. (See Calendar, page 6 for details.)

Retirement Dinner for Philip Balousek  
Friends and co-workers joined Ofýcer Phil 
Balousek, his wife, Nita, and daughters, 
Kim, Laura, and Julia, in the celebration of 
over 40 years of law enforcement service, 
on Wednesday, April 15th, at the Commu-
nity Center. Chief Greg Harman awarded 
Ofýcer Balousek the Silver Commendation 
in appreciation for his decade of service to 
Kensington. Congratulations, Phil, on a job 
well-done. And from all of us ï thank you! 

Farmers’ Market One-Year Anniversary Celebration - Sun. 5/31  
Donôt miss the special events, guests, and rafþes theyôve got lined up to celebrate this, 
the one-year anniversary of the Farmers’ Market. Oakview Avenue at the Colusa Circle. 
Sunday, May 31st, 10am-2pm. 524-5604 or farmersmarket@aboutkensington.com. 

Green Businesses on Colusa Circle Honored 
Eight merchants on The Circle were awarded Ofýcial Green Business Certiýcation by 
Supervisor John Gioia on Tuesday, April 
21st, in Martinez. Congrats to: Hendrickson 
Clinic, Hendrickson Method Institute, Faces 
Skin Spa, Nan Phelps Photography, Howe 
Chiropractic and Acupuncture, PostMerid-
ian Restaurant, Rabbit Ears, and Alchemy 
Facial Spa. (And, on an ofýcial Spare the 
Air day, only three cars were used to get to 
Martinez!)

Fire District Vegetation Mgmt Program Begins This Month 	  
The Kensington Fire Protection District wants to remind you that ýre prevention staff will 
be conducting ýre hazard inspections of all properties within Kensington beginning in 
mid-May. They encourage all residents to begin their spring pruning, weeding and cutting 
prior to these inspections. Properties that have an unresolved ýre hazard after completing 
their inspections will receive a notice and be subject to the 2009 Fire Hazard Abatement 
Process. If you need guidance in resolving a ýre hazard on your property please call the 
Fire Prevention Ofýcer at 215-4457 for assistance. Pick up a copy of their Defensible 
Space brochure from the Kensington Fire Station, or go to www.kensingtonýre.org/safety. 

Pet of the Month
Rocki, weighing in at a solid 2 pounds, is a high-
spirited Netherland Dwarf with a big personality. 
Her day job is sleeping, but she likes to work out 
early in the mornings and late in the afternoons.  
If you think you can catch up with Rocki, visit 
her at RabbitEARS, 377 Colusa Avenue, seven 
days a week.  Rescue bunny up for adoption.  
Call 525-6155. 

K E N S I N G T O N

O U T L O O K
E D I T O R
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KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
59 Arlington Avenue

Kensington, CA 94707-1307

The Kensington Outlook is published ten 
times a year by the nonprofit Kensing-
ton Community Council. Itôs published 
monthly except for the combined Decem-
ber/January and July/August issues.  
It’s available online in PDF format at  
w w w . K e n s i n g t o n O u t l o o k . c o m , 
courtesy of www.AboutKensington.com.  
Contact Us
Editorialéééééééé 510-236-8632
e d i t o r @ K e n s i n g t o n O u t l o o k . c o m
Advertisingééééééé510-526-3241
advertising@KensingtonOutlook.com

Advertising
Classified ad rates are $6 a line with a mini-
mum of 2 lines at $12. A line consists of 45 
spaces or characters.  An online ad form is 
available at:  www.KensingtonOutlook.com, 
at the bottom of the back issues listings.  
 
Please send all display and classified 
advertising mail to: Kensington Outlook 
18 Kingston Rd. Kensington, CA 94707.
All other mail to: 59 Arlington Road,  
Kensington, CA 94707.

Advertising Deadline…………….May 8 
Editorial DeadlineééééééMay 10  

© 2009 Kensington Community Council

Open Letter to the  
Town of Kensington
Dear Residents,

K.C.C. has identified badly-needed 
improvements to the Community Center 
and will be working in tandem with the 
K.P.P.C.S.D. in the hiring of an architect 
and contractor to accomplish the work.

Ideally, the improvements will include 
a new kitchen, refurbished bathrooms, 
replacement of the heating system and, if 
our capital reserves allow, opening up of 
the west wall of the Community Center to 
the outside garden area. 

Finally, we would like to solicit your 
ideas on what might be the best use for 
the area around the old tot lot, next to the 
Library.

There exists a great deal of talent in 
this Town, as well as a strong commit-
ment, past and present, to volunteering 
to participate in projects which improve 
our community. I am hoping that I can 
once again prevail upon you and solicit 
the help of the Kensington community, 
encouraging you to donate your exper-
tise, your labor and/or your capital in 
helping us with this initiative, since the 
project will benefit everyone.

If you are in a position to be of assistance 
or share our ideas, please contact me 
at (510) 526-6500 and leave a message 
regarding what you might be able to pro-
vide. Any help will be most welcome.

As this initiative develops, we will be 
regularly reporting to the community in 
The Outlook regarding its progress.

Thank you, in advance, for your consid-
eration and assistance.

 
Bruce V. Morrow, President 
Kensington Community Council
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… LAFCO from page 2

Louann Texeira, Executive Ofýcer of 
LAFCO, assures Kensington residents 
that, while LAFCO has the power to make 
a decision to consolidate the ýre and police 
districts, that decision is subject to a vote 
of Kensington residents. 

Texeira further assured residents that 
by law, before LAFCO would initiate a 
consolidation, a comprehensive ýscal 
analysis and further supplemental study 
to analyze potential service improvements 
would both need to be done. 

Many residents and district board mem-
bers share the concern that, in conjunction 
with the absorption of the KFPD into the 
KPPCSD, the county may take that oppor-
tunity to hold back some of the funds that 
have been accruing to the Fire District. 
LAFCOôs legal counsel reported at the 
April 22nd meeting that, as the tax code 
is not clear on the matter, more ýscal and 
legal study is needed to come to a conclu-
sion about whether or not a consolidation 
would be revenue-neutral to Kensington.

LAFCO’s counsel said that he has seen 
nowhere in the relevant codes that says 
the county couldn’t retain some of those 
funds, but he had not seen that happen. 

A local attorney, however, pointed to a 
similar consolidation having taken place 
in Stanislaus County, where 10% of funds 
in question were retained by the county.

Even if the entire funds continued to 
þow to Kensington, unimpeded by the 
countyôs grasp, an additional concern 
was heard regarding the KPPCSD being 
able to do whatever it wanted with the 
money. Differing opinions were voiced 
as to whether that would be the case, or 
whether the funds formerly going to the 
Fire District could be earmarked for ýre 
protection services, even after such a con-
solidation.

What’s Next
LAFCO sub-committees will be meet-

ing with the Kensington District Fire (and 
possibly CSD) Board(s), with a report due 
at the May 13th LAFCO meeting. An MSR 
of the KPPCSD is expected by summerôs 
end. Knowledgeable sources indicated 
that, should the LAFCO decision, after 
receipt of that report, be to consolidate 
the two districts, it would most likely be 
subject to Kensington voter approval, as 
mentioned above, and it would be months, 
or possibly years, before a consolidation 
would be complete. (Next LAFCO meet-
ing: May 13. www.contracostalafco.org.) 

Happy Mother’s Day!
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May 1  First Friday Kensington Art 

Walk. Enjoy the evening weather, 
art and entertainment at participating 
businesses staying open late to exhibit 
local artworks for neighborhood 
strollers, with art, music, wine, “and 
whatever.ò 6-9pm. Tonight: Kens-
ington merchants on Colusa Circle. 

May 2  Fundraiser for Kensington Ele-
mentary School at Barnes & Noble. 
Shop at B&N in El Cerrito Plaza today, 
mention voucher #518019 at the time   
of your purchase, and B&N will make 
a contribution to the Kensington Edu-
cation Fund. 9am-10pm. Information: 
KathrynsMcCarthy@yahoo.com. 

May 2  GateSwingers Jazz Band plays 
Saturday, May 2nd, 7:30-9:30pm. 
at 33 Revolutions. 10086 San Pablo 
Avenue, at Central, El Cerrito. 
Food, beer, wine, dancing, Wi-ý.  
No cover. Information: 898-1836 or 
www.33revolutions.com.

May 3  Kensington Hilltop Annual Grad 
Photo. 3pm, on, at Kensington Park. 
All high school seniors are encour-
aged to attend, including current or 
former Kensington residents, and those 
seniors who attended Hilltop Elemen-
tary, regardless of where they now live. 
Small charge to cover food and photo. 
528-1908 or ccjmcafee@pacbell.net. 

May 3  Farmers’  Market. Every Sunday 
from 10am-2pm. Oakview Avenue at 
the Colusa Circle. 510-524-5604 or 
farmersmarket@aboutkensington.com. 

regarding consolidation of local dis-
trict boards. Plus discussion of pos-
sible tax increases, service updates on 
the ýre season, criminal activity, and 
more. Community Center, 59 Arling-
ton Avenue, 7pm. 559-8232

May 8  Drop off Donations for Kens-
ington Hilltop Elementary School 
White Elephant Sale. Drop off your 
donations after 2pm in the Multipur-
pose Room. Volunteers needed to help 
price and set up items for the Saturday 
sale. 90 Highland Blvd., Kensington. 
526-1365.

May 8  Mini Concert Three Leg Torso 
will delight you with their masterful 
and eccentric bluegrass interpreta-
tions. 7:30 p.m. Arlington Community 
Church, 52 Arlington Ave. $15 at the 
door. 526-9146.

May 9  Mad Hatter Tea Party and White 
Rabbit Adoption Fair. White rabbits 
from six Bay Area animal shelters will be 
eager to meet their new guardians! Mad 
Hatter will be taking photos of already 
adopted and newly adopted white rab-
bits today only! Enjoy 60s music, 
magic tricks, and cookies and jam; 
win a Picnic Basket from Wonderland!  
RabbitEARS, 377 Colusa Avenue, 
Kensington. 1-4pm. 525-6155

 
May 9 Kensington Hilltop School  

White Elephant Sale. 11am-3pm,  
90 Highland Bl, Kensington 526-1365.

May 9  62nd Annual Kensington Hilltop 
Spring Carnival and Quilt Auction. 
Enjoy a delicious barbecue prepared on 
the Dad’s Club playground grill. Drinks, 
snow cones and other goodies will also 
be available. Fire truck demo, quilt 
rafþe, bake sale, white elephant sale, 
bike sale and more. The Quilt Rafþe 
and Carnival are major fundraisers 
for the PTA and Dad’s Club activities 
at Kensington Hilltop School. 11am-
3pm, Kensington Hilltop School, 90 
Highland Blvd., Kensington. 231-1415 

May 9-10  Friends of the Kensing-
ton Library Spring Book Sale. All-
weekend second-hand book sale. 
Saturday 9am-4pm; Sunday 10am-
4pm. Kensington Community Center, 
59 Arlington Avenue. Free. 524-3043 

May 11  The Drought and Community 
Response - a talk by Andy Katz, Direc-
tor, EBMUD. Mr. Katz will provide an 
update on our current drought situation 
and will discuss water conservation 
measures and our water quality. 7pm. 
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 
524-3043. Free. 

May 11  Spirit and the Arts 6:15 p.m. 
Arlington Community Church, 52 
Arlington Ave., Kensington.

May 13  Wake Up To Al-Anon 7:00 ï 
8:00 a.m. Fireside Room Arlington 
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.  
Kensington. 

May 3-9 Contra Costa County Library 
Reading Festival. Celebrate reading 
and connect with neighbors, family 
and friends. Presenting authors and 
musicians, actors and magicians, story 
times, and literacy-related crafts and 
carnivals in all twenty-ýve community 
library locations. Free. Information and 
schedule of events at ccclib.org/reads 
or 524-3043.

May 4  Kensington Community Coun-
cil Meeting at the Community Center, 
59 Arlington Ave., 7:30pm. Everyone 
welcome. 525-0292.

May 4  Join the Kensington Library 
Knitting Club (the Castoffs) for an 
evening of knitting, show and tell, and 
yarn exchange. All levels are welcome 
and some help will be provided. 7:00 
pm. 61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043. Free.

May 4  Spirit and the Arts, 6:15pm, 
Arlington community Church, 52 
Arlington Ave., Kensington.

May 4  Friends of the Kensington  
Library Meeting 7pm at the Kensing-
ton Library, 61 Arlington Avenue.  

May 5  Children’s Delight Theatri-
cal Storytellers. High-energy per-
formance combining lots of audience 
participation. Kensington Library, 61 
The Arlington, 6:30pm. Ages 4+. Free.

May 5 - June 14  East Bay Open Stu-
dios Preview Exhibition.  Plan your 
East Bay Open Studio tour by viewing 
over 400 artworks and presentations in 
a variety of media ï including painting, 
sculpture, ceramics, jewelry, printing 
and letterpress, photography, textiles, 
and glass – much of which is for sale, 
with a percentage beneýtting Pro Artsô 
exhibitions and programs. 550 Second 
Street, Jack London Square, Oakland, 
CA 94607. Exhibition opens 5/5 from 
Noon-6pm and continues through 6/14. 
763-4361 or www.proartsgallery.org.

May 6  Kensington Unit of the League 
of Women Voters will discuss local 
issues, 1pm at 44 Beverly Court. Please 
call 524-6071 to conýrm.

May 6  Wake Up To Al-Anon 7:00 ï 
8:00 a.m. Fireside Room Arlington 
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.  
Kensington.

May 7  PTA General Meeting. Parents – 
come vote on next yearôs PTA Board. 
Multipurpose Room, 90 Highland 
Blvd., Kensington. 7pm.

May 7 Kensington Property Owners 
Association Annual Meeting. This 
is a public meeting for all residents. 
Agenda includes talks by Supervi-
sor John Gioia, speakers from local 
Boards, and a Q&A session w/Louann 
Texiera, Executive Ofýcer of LAFCO, 
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