
!"!#$"%&'((
"$)*!&+*'&"!
!"#"$%&'()*+

%),-
%+./,($0&$1234
,-$.-/-01(2*

.-!3&!)'"!("4'/"".
56(*$/&!)'"!(*7-
.-!3&!)'"!1(2*(689:9;<:=9

5678$%69:

Visit us today:
East Bay Paint Center

990 San Pablo Avenue  •  Albany, CA 94706
510-524-6582

www.eastbaypaintcenter.com

A PUBLICATION OF THE KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL VOLUME 72 NUMBER 7

Available Online at www.KensingtonOutlook.com

K E N S I N G T O N

Candace Capogrossi spearheaded the fundraiser for Prabesh Amatya, raising thousands of dollars—
and a roof over the heads of Prabesh’s family in Nepal. Story on Back Page.

SEPTEMBER 2015
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Ad Hoc Committee Chosen

KCC Extends Fund-Matching
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Fundraiser for Prabesh 
Is Great Success
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Bringing the Community Together
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To order online visit me at www.elcerritoflowershop.com or email me at antiquesdjour@aol.com

D’Jour Floral 
of Kensington Gardens 

Friday Flowers are back!
A special bouquet to enjoy for 

your weekend is just $5.00, plus tax.
Look for our $5.00 Friday Flower Special each week 

along with our wide variety of floral bouquets available
at the Colusa Market (406 Colusa Ave.) and at the
Country Cheese Company (299 Arlington Ave.).

Need something special?
Beautiful flowers for every occasion selected 

and arranged especially for you by Judy. To place an order
or schedule a consultation, phone (510) 525-7232.

Mon–Fri 8-6; Sat 8-5
235 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito • 524-4622

Cappuccino   •   Espresso   •   Fine Pastries
Specializing in European Style 

Sausages, Meats, Cheeses

Large selection of German and British products.
German Beer on Tap  •  Wine by the Glass

Delicious made-to-order Sandwiches
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Jazzercise Instructor Kevin Knickerbocker

Registration
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Ruth Frassetto, CRS
Over twenty-seven years of experience you can count on.

510.652.2133/414  
 rfrassetto@grubbco.com

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs. 

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.  

GThe GRUBB Co.!
R   E   A   L   T   O   R   S

KENSINGTON MARKET SNAPSHOT - AS OF JUNE 1ST, 2015
 • 9 Available Listings  • Average List Price: $431. per sq. ft. • Average days on the market: 24

 • 4 Pending  • Average List Price: $492 per sq. ft.  Average days on the market: 23
 • 5 Sold  • Average List Price: $507 per sq. ft. • Average Sales Price: $574 per sq. ft.

• Average days on the market: 16

If you are considering selling or simply wish to know the value of your home 
in this market call me. All appointments are con)dential and complimentary.

Market UpdateG
Shown by Appointment  

290 Kenyon Avenue Kensington
Sweet New England style. 2BR/1BA on main 

level plus 1BR/1BA on the garden level. 
Offered at $699,000

50 Marguerita Road, Kensington
5BR/4.5BA  Millar White design, restored and 
updated by Bee Renovated. Panoramic views. 

Originally offered at $1,885,000

18 Avon Road, Kensington
4BR/2BA Refined shingled cottage style. 

Park-like grounds with Bay views.
Originally offered at $998,000

 Just Sold!  

Coming Soon  

587 Santa Barbara Road Berkeley
4BR/2BA Handsome English architecture w/
beautiful details. Systems updated. Huge finished 
attic not included in square footage.  Call for price

Represented the Sellers - Sold with multiple offers above the listing price. 

  

GLORIA R.E.
INVESTMENT, LLC

We take pride in the quality 
of services we offer.

For more infomation, please call:
Ruben Leon at 510.558.3341

We specialize in solving complicated
real estate matters for people.

• Sell inherited property quickly. 
• Unload rental property with 

problematic renters. 
• Relocate to another area. 
• Liquidate assets. 
• Help with late mortgage payments 

or possible foreclosure. 
• Job transfer–relocations.
• Need expensive fire damage 

or mold repairs?

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427

Tree & Shrub 
Service
(510) 525-8159

Ken Kirsch
certified arborist

Lic. #667903

 

 

 

Temple Beth Hillel 
Celebrate the warmth and richness of the New Year with us 

L’shana tova 

 Rosh Hashanah September 13-14 
 Yom Kippur September 22-23 

Free childcare provided 
for children 2 years - 5th grade 

September 2015Page 4     
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Namaste and welcome to Delhi Diner. Your dining 
experience with us is assured to define itself by 
authenticity, excellent service, delectable cuisine and 
a receptive, warm and welcoming ambiance. 
We look forward to making your visit memorable.

We offer free parking during dinner behind the Citibank building 
and we proudly offer indoor and outdoor catering services.

1373 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 • www.Delhidiner.net
Call for reservations at 510.528.5000

Now offering freshly cooked Lunch Specials,
including Vegan and Gluten free offerings.

Over 25 entree’s to choose from starting from only $8.95.
~ Home delivery available. Please call for details ~

Join us in celebrating our
2nd anniversary.

Barr Park
NKBA Certified Assoc. Kitchen Designer 

and CCIDC Certified–Lic. #6375

Remodels  Kitchen/Bath Design
Window Treatments  Furnishings

park place design
Kensington, CA 94707 

office: (510) 990-6905 cell: (925) 818-1473 
email: parkplacedesign@comcast.net

• Local Resident and Interior Designer
• Certified Kitchen/Bath Designer
www.parkplacedesign.com

Thinking of Remodeling? 
We specialize in updating your home to enhance your investment! 

We offer a free home consultation.

We have a special on Hunter Douglas shades through September 15. 
$100.00 off Silhouettes and we are offering 

free installation on any shade order through September 30.

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

CAFÉ & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707

(510 ) 596 -9935

M–F: 7AM - 5PM WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE.

SEMIFREDDI’S

Suzuki Violin & Viola

Ms. Deb •   (650) 924 - 3145
N. Berkeley/Kensington Studio •  dbradway@juno.com

C O N N E C T I N G  M I N D – B O DY – S P I R I T
All Ages Private Lessons  •  Suzuki Method
25 yrs. Experience  •  30-40 mins. $25-$35

Sept. 13 is

!"#$%&'%
(#)''*%
+",-

• Storytelling

• Crafts for kids

• Special guests

• Music
!"#$#%&'%()*+%,-$./&.*0

!"#$%&'%(#)''*%+%,"-./-0%12*/3
Sign up for our newsletter online: KensingtonFarmersMarket.org

September 2015 Page 5

MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY 
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN

Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs

Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN 
THE EL CERRITO HILLS, 

OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES, 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES

101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of 

Fairmount Ave.
• EL CERRITO •

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111
Locally Owned & Operated
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DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING
Deys: 610–4638 Evenings: 233–1848

JOHN DEY,
Owner

13 Years Experience

Excellent 
References

JohnCDey@Gmail.com

Marc A. Dronkers
Insurance Broker  •  PERSONAL & BUSINESS SPECIALIST

! 34 years experience
! Homeowners/Auto Packages
! Agents for ENCOMPASS, Hartford, Safeco, Chubb & Fireman’s Fund

YOUR RELIABLE SOURCE FOR QUALITY COVERAGE

266 Grand Avenue, Suite 230  •  Oakland, CA 94610

510-433-4207 • mdronkers@aol.com • CA Dept. of Insurance • License #0358590

Crist, Fritschi & Paterson, Inc.
• Insurance Agents and Brokers since 1937 •

September 2015Page 6

Forum: Two Views on Contracting 
Out Police Services 
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Forum stories are op-eds, bylined 
by the author, with long-range 
views and reasoned approaches. 
Submit to editor@kensingtonout-
look.com with “Forum” in the 
subject line.
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Back to School –
Back to Basics

Is your pet free of worms and
parasites? Now is a good time 
to check. 10% OFF for a 
simple fecal and 
Giardia test to 
help ensure that 
your pet is 
healthy and happy.

Call 510 .528 .0797
to make an appointment today.

www.kensingtonvethospital.com



 K E N S I N G T O N  O U T L O O K!!!!!! !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR - Kensing-
ton area resident with 40+ yrs experience in 
residential remodeling/renovation, specializing in 
handicap accessibility. New kitchen? Add second 
bathroom? In-law unit addition? Learn more at: 
www.baywoodbuilding.com or Yelp. Lots of local 
references. Call Robert at 510-798-5808 

DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
for your additions, remodels and major.Upgrades 
by retired architect/builder. Also home repairs. 
Call Rob 510-526-4037 

ELBOW-GREASE CLEANING – Kensington 
resident/Bay Area native. Owner-worker. www.
elbow-greasecleaning.com. Top-notch service to 
uplift your life. Robin 409-8885 

EXPERT COPYWRITER/EDITOR/PROOF-
READER with over 25 years’ professional expe-
rience is available for projects large and small. 
Fast turnaround, reasonable rates. Contact Stan 
at 527-4313 or zinfanatic@aol.com 

EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL – Kensington 
References. Interior/Exterior. Senior Discounts.  
Reasonable rates. Free Estimate. Call Rafael at  
510-459-6431 or email: rafael.estrada@att.net 

FIND OUT WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH 
ONLINE –  Visit: www.KensingtonHomePricing.
com. Herman Sun Lic.#01005880 

 
AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. Interior, 
exterior, waterproof coatings, wood restoration, 
color consultation. License #721226. Kensington 
references. 655-9267 for free estimate. 

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality, 
int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount, 
fully ins., Lic. 639300, free est., see display ad 
inside. 232-3340. 

CHIMNEY REMOVAL AND REPAIR – Earth-
quake strengthening.  30 years experience. Fully 
insured - license #491834. Local references 
– Kensington resident.  Richard Spencer, 15 
Franciscan Way, Kensington. 510-693-3127 

COMPUTER COURAGE was founded in 
Kensington and helps you in your home or office 
with any computer problems. Mac or PC, viruses, 
training, backup and more. info@computercour-
age.com or (510) 525-2226 

    

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS – For your 
shopping convenience D’Jour Floral has assorted 
bouquets available both at the Country Cheese 
Company on Arlington Ave and Colusa Market 
on Colusa Ave. For home delivery call Judy at 
510-525-7232 or email: antiquesdjour@aol.com 

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit. Sensible, 
lasting workmanship by 3rd generation fine furni-
ture maker, Huttonio Brooks. 526-4749.  
www.huttonio.com 

HANDYWOMAN HOME REPAIR – Maintenance 
– Remodel – Electrical – Carpentry – Some 
Plumbing – Decks – Gates – Garden Structures. 
Call Rose at 559-3188 

HARDWOOD FLOORS – CORK FLOORS – 
maple countertops professionally sanded and 
refinished, re-coated or waxed. Vinyl and tile 
stripped/waxed. 35 years of local experience. 
Lic#690782.  www.swirsdingsfloorservice.com  
548-7766 

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR – Kitchens & 
baths, expert home repairs, painting, water-
proofing. Reliable. Lic#606634 Thomas Cuniff 
Construction 415-378-2007  

KENSINGTON PHOTOGRAPHER – Formal & 
informal portraits in B&W or color. Scientific speci-
men images for publications, jewelry, watches, 
estate items, product shots, graphic design & 
websites! Dave 510-612-6109  
www.dscompositon.com 

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience in 
home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, 
windows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, 
decks, fencing. Framing through finish. Large 
or small jobs. Local resident George Spilsbury, 
525-4051 

 
NEED A NEW HAIRCUT? – Hairstylist Adrianna 
Dougherty at Circle Salon in Kensington offers 
coloring and highlights as well. Free consultations. 
For services available and pricing  check out my 
website at: adriannadougherty.com or call   
(831)234-4917 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT - 268 Arlington Ave 
@ village center. 250 sf, 2nd floor, utilities incl. 
Avail 8/1/15- Call Bart Jones 510-524-04 

PETER the PAINTER - FALL SPECIAL! Get a 
free estimate from a Kensington favorite. Int/Ext 
Lic. Ins. 510 575-3913 

PETITE PET SITTING - Going out of town? Long 
hours at work? Need a reliable, responsible and 
loving professional pet sitter?  We provide pet 
sitting for all kinds of pets, mid-day dog walking 
while you’re at work and In-home overnight 
care. 15 years experience. Excellent references. 
Insured and bonded. Lisa Quiles, 510-658-0940. 
Website: petitepetsitting.com email:  
hilisaquiles@gmail.com 

SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor since 
1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall, 
interior or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626. 
Senior discount.  Jim Allen  510-526-4399 

SKILLED NURSING AND/OR CAREGIVER in 
your home. Call 510-355-8925 for a free consul-
tation.  Shepcare Home Health Care. Ensuring 
comfort. www.shepcare.org 

WINDOW CLEANING – 30 years in the biz. 
Homes or commercial. Free estimate. References 
available. Call Cathe at 510-524-9185 or email: 
cathed@sbcglobal.net 

EXPERT PAINTING 
By 

RAFAEL

510-459-6431
Rafael.estrada@att.net

• Interior and Exterior 
• Reasonable Rates 
• Senior Discounts 
• Free Estimate 
• Kensington References

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 ·655 ·9267
www.aurora-painting.com

SPITZLEY
CONSTRUCTION,

INC.
We Do:
• Planning & Design
• Remodel & Additions 
• Kitchens & Baths
• New Doors & Windows
• Decks 
• Structural Work
• Driveways & Walkways

Lic. #430620

call us at: 510-841-2185
www.spitzley.com

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

• A delivery service for 
community residents.

• Sponsored by community-based 
businesses.

• Customized same-day 
deliveries to your doorstop.

• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

The Dan
Lynch
Company
Waterproofing • Decks • Doors
Windows • Repairs • Remodels

510-524-4044
www.danlynchco.com

License 
#867877

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED ALTERNATIVE 
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS.

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  TRASH REMOVAL
OVERGROWN VEGETATION CLEARING  •  QUALITY WORK

(510) 367-5695 
WWW.TRASHPATROL.COM

or dial 510
!

HAULING
4 2 8 - 5 4 6 4

Bookkeeping Assistance for Individuals and Business

• QuickBooks and Quicken Setup and Training
• Bill Paying Service
• Reconcile Bank Accounts and Credit Cards
• Track Investment Portfolio
• Budget Setup and Tracking
• Offer on-site and offsite service

Please call for 
FREE Initial Consult:

(510) 528-8411

Check out our 
website at:

btbookkeeping.com

D . A . F L O W E R S  
& C O M PA N Y,  L L C

Comprehensive 
Personal Financial Planning 

& 
Investment Management

fee-only 
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®

Kensington Resident
(510) 868-2648

2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

www.daflowersandcompany.com

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH 
OF BERKELEY

A place of love and justice

1 Lawson Road in Kensington 
(follow signs from Arlington & Moeser)

~SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP~
Services at 9 & 11 

Adult Education Hour at 10
Religious Education Classes at 11

www.uucb.org        525-0302

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE

BRIDGE
PAINTING

Careful Preparation 
for a Lasting Finish!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Interior • Exterior

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340
Insured PL & PD • State Lic. #639300

BEAUCAGE ENGINEERING0000009
Nick Beaucage, P.E. C80395

Full Service Structural Engineering 
& 

Structural Evaluations for 
Residential & 

Light Commercial

Please See our New Website 
www.BeaucageEngineering.com

(510) 685-2591 Cell
Nick@BeaucageEngineering.com

Elite Car Service
Long-term Kensington resident 
providing reliable and courteous 

transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports 

as well as transportation around town.

! Call Tim 
at 

(510) 926-0121
TCP: 28594

RICHARD SPENCER
• Plastering & General Contractor
• Stucco & Masonry 
• Waterproofing
• Window & Door Installation
• Structural Repair

Lic. B&C35 #491834 • Fully Insured

Best Local References
www.BerkeleyPlastering.com

15 Franciscan Way, Kensington
510-693-3127
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The following stories and letters  
 

 appear exclusively on the website  
 

due to space constraints  
 

in the print issue. 
 



Recall Off for Now 
On July 9, before the regular meeting of the Kensington Police Protection and 

Community Services District, three directors—board president Len Welsh, Pat Gillette, 
and Chuck Toombs—were served notices of intention to recall, each signed by ten 
citizens. Reasons cited included inadequate oversight of the police department, more than 
a million dollars spent on lawyers and consultants, the police district’s depleted reserves. 

Deadlines must be met for a recall to go forward. The directors responded to the 
recall notice by their deadline—Toombs several days before Welsh and Gillette—and the 
proponents then had ten days to file petition language with the county’s elections staff to 
either approve or send back for changes. According to Contra Costa County election 
services specialist Olga Hernandez, the proponents did not file petition language by the 
deadlines. The recall, she said, would have to be started again at the beginning. 
 Despite repeated requests, proponents were mum about why deadlines were 
missed or whether a recall would restart. 
!



Dear Editor, 
  
At this writing there is yet no audit for 2013/2014.   
  
At the July 10, 2014 KPPCSD board meeting, where the 2014/2015 
budget, with a projected deficit of $268,436, was approved, finance chair 
Karl Kruger said, according to the minutes of that meeting, that “he 
didn't think the budget was an honest assessment. He said the police 
department should be reduced by one officer, which would reduce 
expenses by $110,000, and that legal expenses should be reduced from 
$150,000 to $75,000….” 
 
“President Welsh responded that taking an officer off the street was not 
on the table. He said GM/COP Harman’s approach was realistic and that 
the District may need to increase taxes in the future. 
  
“Mr. Kruger said he thought Measure L indicated the community would 
not approve any tax increases. President Welsh disagreed, saying he 
thought the community would approve funds needed to adequately fund 
police services. Mr. Kruger responded the ‘No on Measure L’ people had 
been effective in saying the District should have gone with Option 2, even 
though the District didn't have the $750,000 that Measure L opponents 
said it had.” 
  
At the last finance committee it was reported that legal expenses for 
2014/2015 actually reached $250,000.   
 
If the KPPCSD didn’t have $750,000 a year ago, how much did they 
have?  
  
How much is in the KPPCSD reserves now? How much of that is legally 
designated for retirement benefits funding? How much is in cash reserves 
and how much are valuations of district assets?  
  
Anna Shane!



  Think Before You Chop     
  Dear Editor, 
         

Walking around the Kensington Hills, I was sorry to 
see that so many stands of wild fennel have been cut down—
apparently because people consider it to be a noxious weed. I 
wonder how many of them know it is the main food source 
for the anise swallowtail. If you like to see big yellow 
butterflies flying around, you need to leave something for 
their caterpillars to eat. 

 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Willard Bohn        

!


