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Library Renovation Gets Public Comment

The first public meeting to introduce possible changes 
to the Kensington Library netted public comments last 
month, with residents and frequent library users weigh-
ing in on what they think the library needs – and doesn’t 
need.

“I hear the architect saying, ‘This is 1965,’” said Mari 
Metcalf, of Arlington Lane, after a presentation by Alan 
Kawasaki, of Shah Kawasaki Architects in Oakland, the 
architect in charge of the remodel. “This might be 1965, 
but I think that looks great!”

The Kensington Library has gleaned $1.4 million from 
county funds to retool the library’s footprint by making 
the bathrooms wheelchair accessible, for one. The pre-
sentation was supplemented by a slide show of high-end, 
modern libraries that have been converted from “old” to 
“new” in the past decade. On the table is a full plate: How 
to widen the rows between the books, preserve a public 
meeting place, and perhaps provide special coves for chil-
dren or students who need private study time.

 A main issue brought up in the discussion: the ventila-
tion system, which now blows out and takes in at ground 

level. For better air circulation the vents need to be higher 
up, say the architects. Overhead, modern tubes to house 
the ventilation system did not seem to go over well with 
the assembled crowd.

The Kensington Library, per capita, is one of the best-
used libraries in the Contra Costa County Library system. 
The library itself is only 5,000 square feet, and was 
designed to hold about 20,000 items. It now holds 34,000 
items. It holds about 18 programs per month, and on aver-
age, 126 people come through the door every hour the 
library is open. And that’s only 35 hours per week.

About 50 people attended the first public meeting 
regarding the renovation, and learned that:
n Annual circulation of library items has increased 35 

percent in the last four years, and now turns over 104,900 
items.
n DVDs are the highest-use item.
n Picture books remain the highest prize in the chil-

dren’s book section.
More public meetings will be scheduled to continue to 

glean the community’s input into the renovation process. 

Even though much of the focus next month will be on the 
presidential race, races closer to home will make a big dif-
ference on local boards in Election 2008, as well as on the 
West Contra Costa County Unified School District and in 
the parks.

Two spots are open on the Kensington Police Protec-
tion and Community Services District board, as well as the 
Kensington Fire Protection District. Two slots are open, as 
well, on the WCCCUSD.

Paul Haxo is stepping down from the KPPCSD, and 
three candidates will vie for two openings. Joan Gallegos, 
the incumbent, is in the race with attorney Chuck Toombs 
and former mayor of El Cerrito Cathie Kosel.

In an uncontested race, incumbents Leslie Michael and 
Don Dommer are running for re-election to the Kensing-
ton Fire Protection District.

For the school board, Kensington residents Charlie 
Cowens and Mark Woo decided not to run after pulling 
papers for candidacy. For two positions, all at-large, can-
didates include board president Karen Pfeifer, Richmond 
City Council member Tony Thurmond, and former bond 
oversight committee members Robert Studdiford and 
Antonio Medrano.

Also at issue of local concern is the East Bay Regional 
Parks District board of directors, where Nancy Skinner is 
leaving Ward 1 to run for the California Assembly. One of 
the primary issues for Kensington residents is maintain-
ing a fire break in the wildfire zone. Two candidates are 
attempting to replace Skinner, attorney and Sierra Club 
activist Noman LaForce of El Cerrito, and activist Whit-
ney Dotson, a member of the Board of Directors for Citi-
zens of East Shore Parks. He lives in Richmond.

Profiles of the local candidates will be available starting 
mid-month at www.aboutkensington.com, as well as in the 
November edition of the .		

Annual Garden Party Set for Nov. 15
The Kensington Hilltop School’s annual fund-raiser has 
been set for November, with a work party by the Dads’ 
Club and a leather couch from Restoration Hardware 
among the most coveted items.

The party will start at 5 p.m. Nov. 15 at the Universalist 
Unitarian Church in Kensington.

The fund-raiser, now in its 25th year, entails a full eve-
ning of food, wine, beer, and live jazz. Hundreds of silent 
auction items are available, as well as a live auction, with 
Larry Polito returning as auctioneer.

The first Garden Party was held in 1984 at Blake Gar-
dens (thus the name for the fund-raiser) in order for Hilltop 
parents to ensure that art and physical education programs 
could continue at the school. Over the years the need for 
more supplementation of curriculum has only increased. It 
has been held at the church since 1987.

The Garden Party now finances reading programs, a 
computer and science lab, oceans week, and much more.

To make donations to the live or silent auction, please 

contact Beth at 527-1319 or Nannette at 525-2835.
Tickets are $50 in advance and can be obtained by call-

ing Garden Party Chair Catherine Mercurio at 527-1297. 
They will be $55 at the door.

Paul Normington, last year’s Garden Party emcee, auc-
tioneer Larry Polito  and Jim Thomsen at last year’s fund-
raiser.

Librarian Liz Ruhland explains the need for repairs and renovations.

Elections to Fill
Local Positions

Longtime resident William Ford, 92, will team up with 
Kensington Olympic contender Sayaka Matsumoto to 
jointly marshal the parade Oct. 19, sponsored by Kensing-
ton Community Center.

Ford has lived in Kensington since 1951. Matsumoto 
contended on the U.S. Olympic Judo Team in August. 
Plans for the annual parade and barbecue are still under 
way, but the main details are set: Parade participants will 
meet at Arlington and Amherst Avenues, and proceed 
to the community center. Festivities follow there, at 59 
Arlington Ave.

The annual event is one of Kensington’s biggest cel-
ebrations. The parade starts at 12:30 p.m., with the park 
barbecue continuing until 3:30 p.m. A barbecue in the park 
will offer all the fixings, and an ice cream social at Arling-
ton Community Church will commence at 2 p.m. A book 
sale by the Friends of the Kensington Library will coincide 
with the event in the parking lot across the street from the 
library. 

Advance tickets for the barbecue to follow are available 
at Mechanics Bank through October 17. Forms also are 
available for the children’s coloring contest, and winners 
will take home a $50 U.S. savings bond.

For another contest, pumpkins are available at Marvin 
Gardens, 289 Arlington Ave., for a 50-cent contribution 
to UNICEF. Carved pumpkins will be judged at the park 
during the festivities.

Fall Event Nets 
Grand Marshals
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The Kensington Outlook is published ten 
times a year by the nonproit  
Kensington Community Council. It is 
published monthly except for the com-
bined Dec./Jan. and July/Aug. issues and 
is available online in PDF format at  www.
kensingtonoutlook.com courtesy of www.
aboutkensington.com.

Bound copies of the newspaper going 
back to the 1940s are available at the Kens-
ington Library. 

Contact us
Editorial  	  925 376-5592
editor@kensingtonoutlook.com
Advertising   	 510 526 3241
advertising@kensingtonoutlook.com

Advertising
Classified ad rates are $6 a line with 
a minimum of 2 lines at $12. A line 
consists of 45 spaces or characters.  
An online ad form is available at:  
www.kensingtonoutlook.com at the 
bottom of the back issues listings.  
Send all display and classified 
advertising mail to:

Kensington Outlook 
18 Kingston Rd. 
Kensington, CA 94707

Deadlines
Advertising deadline	 October   8 
Editorial deadline	 October 10  

Submission Guidelines
Kensington, this is your newspaper. Feel 
free to submit story ideas, obituaries, 
calendar items, letters to the editor, and 
announcements of weddings and births. 
E-mail your submissions to editor@kens-
ingtonoutlook.com, or if you’re not com-
puter savvy, drop off or mail a hard copy to 
the Kensington Community Center at the 
address above. The only restriction is that 
your submission must be directly relevant 
to the Kensington community. 	Include the 
particulars: the who, what, why and when. 
Call the editor, Chris Lavin, at 925-376-
5592 if you have questions. Remember to 
include your contact information in case 
we need to get back to you.

© 2008 Kensington Community Council

KCC Launches 
Annual Drive
You are reading this newspaper because 
of your donations to the Kensington Com-
munity Council. But the KCC does much 
more than this – it provides many impor-
tant services to our community.   It oper-
ates the after-school educational programs 
(KASEP) and the Summer Day Camp 
for our children, provides adult educa-
tion programs and brings the community 
together in annual events at the Commu-
nity Center.

Our programs include the Fall Parade 
and Picnic and the Spring Celebration. 
We are still working toward providing 
public toilets in the park. Our administra-
tor, Esther Hill, works every day to pro-
vide youth programs that are safe, fun and 
educational – all at an affordable price. 
Our Summer Day Camp remains popular 
and solid, while our after-school educa-
tion programs continue to provide excel-
lent classes and sports to our elementary 
school students.

We raise all of our income through con-
tributions from the community. To con-
tinue with all these important activities, we 
once again appeal for your help. We would 
appreciate any contribution which you feel 
you can make to support the Kensington 
Community Council’s ongoing efforts to 
improve the quality of life in Kensington. 
Please use the enclosed envelope included 
in this paper to send us your donation today. 
Sincerely,

Bruce Morrow
President 

Kensington Community Council

CorrectionsCorrections
In an incredible bout of ineptitude last 
month, this Outlook editor misread her 
notes and put the Hilltop School fund-
raiser at Blake Gardens this year. Most of 
you know that it will not be there, but will 
be at the Unitarian Universalist Church, as 
usual. Details, thanks to Catherine Mercu-
rio, are on Page 1.

Support the  

Kensington 

Community Council!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORLETTERS TO THE EDITOR
New Sign Took Lots
Of Volunteer Work

Dear Editor,
The renovation of the signboard area 
seems to bring out the best and worst 
of reactions by Kensington residents.  It 
reminds me of the time that the owners 
of the Blakemont Garden (the Dept. of 
Landscape Architecture at UC) decided to 
remove a number of diseased trees.  Sud-
denly there were hundreds of experts who 
vented their opinions.

A member of the KIC board volun-
teered to find a sign company who could 
come up with a sign announcing “Wel-
come to Kensington.”  After seeing a nice 
sign in Montclair, she contacted the same 
sign company.  She worked with him to 
come up with the new sign.  She eventu-
ally moved away from the area but the plan 
moved ahead.  It is probably not the same 
design that you or I would have made but 
it is bright and colorful and many like it.

The area in front of the sign was origi-
nally sketched as a fountain by landscape 
architect, Theodore Osmundson, (his con-
tributions to Kensington have always been 
“pro bono.”)  We hoped that we could 
just hire the work to be done, but found 
that it had to be completely handled by 
the county Department of Public Works.  
They hired a landscape architecture firm 
to draw up working drawings and put the 
work out to bid.  Added to the complica-
tion was the fact that half of the area is 
in Berkeley.  We had already secured the 
permission to encroach on Berkeley land, 
but again this had to go through by having 
a county-to-county agreement.  Unfortu-
nately the landscape architectural firm did 
not follow the original preliminary design 
and made the structure high enough to 
obscure part of the sign lettering.  The sign 
has now been raised to improve the vis-
ibility of the letters.

Incidentally, when Ted Osmundson 
designed and supervised the installation 
of the Colusa Circle, he had people lean 
out of their car windows to shout that they 
hated it! A point that I am trying to make 
is that the area you see as you come up the 
Arlington is much improved.  It has been 
brought about because a number of Kens-
ington citizens volunteer time from their 
busy schedules to improve Kensington.  
Those who complain should pitch in and 
do their part, too.  We are all proud to live 
in this great little paradise!

Lorraine Osmundson,
Member, KIC Board of Directors

Outlook Quality Sags,
Needs New Editor

Dear Editor,
The Kensington Outlook editor needs an 
editor.

The September issue features a number 
of journalistic gaffes, including:

Key information buried in stories, not 

part of the lead.
If this year’s Hilltop School fundraiser 

is going back to Blake Gardens after 23 or 
so years, that’s big news for our town and 
shouldn’t be the last paragraph of the story 
about back to school.

The explanation of the arrest of the 
Kensington bank robber – the news – was 
in the sixth paragraph of the story rather 
than in the lead. 

Grammatical errors in the editor 
announcement and the corrections 
column.

Extreme use of passive voice.  
The quality of the newspaper has been 

slipping for a number of months. I didn’t 
speak up until now because I assumed the 
KCC was in a transition phase with editors. 
However, if this issue is any indication of 
our new journalistic asset, I am alarmed. 
The journalistic standards are awful, even 
for a community newspaper. As a further 
disappointment, the paper’s entertainment 
element has vanished. “From the Case 
Files of the KPD” used to be fun as well 
as informative to read. It’s now dull and 
insulting rather than clever. 

The newspaper fits our new sign and 
planter/fountain—awkward, hard to read, 
and out of place for Kensington.   

Liz Guthridge 

Outlook KPD Report
Needs More Balance

Dear Editor,
Your first entry of the KPD files from 
the September issue says it all.   Your 
report was neither funny, nor the least bit 
thoughtful of the people involved.  Read-
ing through the rest of the reports I found 
not one of them funny, and I appreciate 
good humor.  Please refrain from editori-
alizing in this section and just report the 
calls so we know what's happening in our 
community.

Eric Jonsson

Entrance Sign Shows
Lack of Judgment

Dear Editor,
It is distressing to see the lack of judg-
ment used by the people who made   
decisions about the Kensington sign.

The whole concoction is in poor 
taste, like the cheap print of a '50s   
house dress.

The planter plants obscure the sign. 
Has no one noticed?

And then, when your car gets more 
than halfway through the intersection,   
the sign is difficult to read because 
the letters are all in upper case.   
Upper case is three to four times more 
difficult to read then lower case – 
that’s why lower case was invented. 
What should we do? The first thing 
would be a show of hands – perhaps in   
the Outlook – about whether or not people 
like it or don't like it.

[See LETTERS on Page 4]
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Assuming the answer is overwhelm-
ingly no, then we might find other city 
limits signs that we do like so we can sug-
gest them. Use a digital camera and send 
it to the Outlook. We might even create 
a new one, but let's not get too weird 
here; we don't want it to look like the 
one that is there   now. Then a volunteer 
group could put the new sign together. We 
could   probably do the whole thing in a 
week and have something to be proud of. 

Louise Lacey

Colusa Circle Article
Unfair, Unbalanced

Dear Editor,
I eagerly awaited publication of your Sep-
tember article (“Colusa Circle Develop-
ment Winds Through County Process,” 
Sept. 2008) on our proposed development 
at 401 Colusa, because you had assured 
me that  it would be a balanced presen-
tation, and not a hit piece.   I was  sadly 
disappointed. We had had a lengthy conver-
sation about all of the issues surrounding 
the proposal, and you left that conversa-
tion with a complete understanding of 
our position regarding the merits of our 
design.   Most significantly, we discussed 
its comparison to the approved Develop-
ment Plan for the property, which is taller, 
bulkier, and much more impacting to the 
neighborhood than is our proposed Plan.  
I even sent you a comparative rendering 
of the approved  Development Plan, so 
that your readers could see the difference. 
Not only did you fail to publish the com-
parative rendering, your article never once 
mentioned that there is an approved P-1 
Development Plan.   

We had also discussed its compliance 
with the County General Plan – no men-
tion. The only comment you included from 
the development team was "Personally, I 
think the stacked parking will work well." 
(I was speaking to you professionally, and 
certainly did not say “personally.”)  Mean-
while, the opposition was given its voice 
to make unsubstantiated and unqualified 
claims of “totally out of character with the 
neighborhood...blocks views...too tall...
causes  parking problems.”  You made no 
mention that we propose to provide park-
ing at double the capacity of two recently 
neighborhood-approved  projects at the 
Circle, nor did you require any qualifica-
tion of the other claims.

Here's the real meat of the matter, should 
you care to revisit the issue substantively.  
Our proposal as submitted for review is 
an undeniably reasonable modification to 
the approved P-1 Development Plan, with 
impacts comparatively reduced by every 
measure, and it fully comports with the 
County General Plan, including its “Poli-
cies for the Kensington Area.”   We have 
also worked with the community over the 
years, through the KMAC review process, 
to make substantial  changes addressing 
neighborhood concerns regarding park-
ing, bulk, traffic, and safety.  If this is not 
enough for the neighborhood Association, 
then perhaps we need to ask them, "on 
what grounds?”

While you may not have intended 
your article to be a hit piece, your   
editorial work has added weightily to the 
damaging disinformation surrounding our 
proposal.  I sincerely hope that your future 
articles on this and other matters will be more 
thoroughly informative to your readership. 

Andrew Woolman 
Architect for 401 Colusa Ave.

u LETTERS from page 3
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for in his or her practice of yoga.  For more information about the class, please 
contact Nicole at 510-527-6443.

When: Classes are Tuesdays, 9:15 – 10:30 a.m.

Fees: For residents:  $15 for drop-in; $75 for a series of 6 classes.  Nonresidents 
please add 10 percent ($16.50 per class/$82.50 for six classes).  To register, call 
the KCC office at 510-525-0292.  

Where: Classes are held in the Community Center.  

Thursday Hatha Yoga:  5:30 – 6:30 p.m.

Classic yoga postures and breathing practices for revitalization.  Learn to listen 
to your body and your breath; explore and enjoy.  On the second and the final 
Thursdays of the month, relax in a blissful restorative practice.   First and third 
Thursdays are a more active practice.  All levels of experience welcome.     
Fees for residents:   $12 for drop-in 
One-month pass: (4 classes) for $40 
Non-residents: please add 10% ($13.20 for drop-in and $44 for month pass). 
 
For questions about the Hatha Yoga class content, please contact instructor 
Claire Lavery at 681-3077. 
For questions about registration or location, please call KCC at 525-0292. 
  
Classes are held in Room A in the Recreation Building (Building E). 

TENNIS  
Kim Roots offers classes for youth and adults.To register, call Kim at 
526-6730. 
Adult classes: 5 classes/$40 per resident; $45 per non-resident 
Youth classes: are $12 each.

TENNIS COURTS

ACRYLIC PAINTING
Stan Cohen (533-3003) leads this informal but professional workshop for 
established and serious beginning artists.  Mornings are devoted to developing 
painting, with assistance available.  Afternoons are reserved for class critique.  
Enrollment is limited.  Instructor approval required.  

When:  Wednesdays, 9:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Fees:  $32/month ($36 for nonresidents) 
Where:  Community Center 

Looking for Tennis Racquet Donations!
Do you have dusty tennis racquets filling your closet or garage?  KCC is 
looking for racquets for both children and adults to use in our tennis program.  
Please call 510-525-0292.

Celebrate fall with KCC’s Parade and 
Picnic—October 19th

We’d love to have you join us for the KCC Fall Parade and Picnic on Sunday, 
October 19, 12:30 - 3:30 p.m.  Parade participants will gather at 12 noon at the 
corner of Amherst and Arlington Avenues and then march down to the Kensing-
ton Community Center for a barbeque picnic.  Tickets for the barbeque will be 
sold at the community center.  

Mechanics Bank is sponsoring a coloring contest and will award $50 sav-
ings bonds to the winners in each age category:  4-6, 7-9, and 10-12.  Marvin 
Gardens is sponsoring a pumpkin decorating contest and will award prizes at 
the picnic.  

Maybeck Estates Historical Walk
Sunday, November 2, 2008

10 a.m. – 12 noon

$10 

In the subdivision named “Berkeley Highland Terrace,” the Bernard May-
beck family owned a large piece of property which they subdivided and where 
they began to sell individual lots after World War II.  On this walk, the privately 
owned part of Purdue Avenue will be explored.  An original and current hom-
eowner, Bob Shaner, will narrate the walk and share personal experiences of 
building his own home and working with the Maybecks.  Bob will be assisted 
by Paul Grunland, leader of several East Bay historical walks.

Handouts will be provided to all participants.

For more information and to register for the walk, please call the KCC office 
at 510-525-0292.  Space is limited to 30 participants.  

KASEP

Fall session began on Monday, September 22, but there may still be some 
spaces available in classes.  Please call the KASEP office at 525-0292 for infor-
mation.  The fall KASEP brochure and forms are online at www.aboutkensing-
ton.com.  

A D U LT  C L A S S E S

YOGA FOR HEALTH
Harmonize your body, mind, and spirit.  This class involves basic Yoga 

poses, correct body alignment, breathing techniques, and relaxation.  Develop 
strength, flexibility, endurance and grace.  Therapeutic concerns such as wrist, 
knee, neck and back pain, and stress reduction will be addressed.  No prior 
experience required – all ages welcome.  Please bring a mat to the class.  

Instructor Nicole Becker, a registered Yoga teacher, was trained in Anusara 
Yoga and has studied acupressure and Qi Gong.  She describes her teaching 
style as light-hearted and welcoming and strives to make each student feel cared 

K E N S I N G T O N

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N

59 Arlington Avenue, Building E (across the grassy field above the tennis courts in Kensington Park)  •  Kensington,CA 94704-1037  •  kccrec@yahoo.com

   This house, at 135 Purdue Ave., will be one of the houses on the tour of architect Bernard 
Maybeck’s work in Kensington. He built this particular house for his daughter, but the land 
was subdivided so many other homeowners were (and are) fortunate enough to benefit from 
his talent.

Rare Tour Planned Of 
Maybeck Houses
Thirty slots are available for a rare walk-
ing tour of the Maybeck Estates on Purdue 
Avenue on November 2. From 10 a.m. to 
noon, participants will be escorted by 
Bob Shaner, an original and current hom-
eowner, who will narrate the walk and 
share his personal experience of building 
his own home and working with the May-
becks.

To reserve a spot for the walk, call the 
Kensington Community Council office at 
525-0292. The cost is $10. Handouts will 
be provided to all participants.

The family of renowned architect Ber-
nard Maybeck owned the large piece of 
property now known as Berkeley High-
land Terrace in Kensington, and they sub-
divided it and built houses. One was for 
Maybeck’s daughter, at 135 Purdue Ave., 
a stunning house from the street with bay 
views and what was then an odd choice: a 

galvanized roof to help prevent the house 
from catching fire.

The subdivision is on private property, 
so the walking tour is a rare opportunity 
to visit the historical tract. Shaner will be 
helped by Paul Grunland, the leader of 
several East Bay historical walks.

Maybeck, an architect of the arts and 
crafts style, served as a mentor to other 
architects, including Julia Morgan. Most 
of his work was done in the first half of the 
1900s, and the First Church of Christ, built 
in 1910 in Berekely, is believed by some 
to be his finest work. He also designed the 
Palace of Fine Arts in San Francisco, and 
was famous for combining various archi-
tectural styles in one building, including 
Mission, Beaux Arts and Craftsman. 

Maybeck died in 1957 at the age of 92. 
He is buried in Mountain View Cemetery 
in Oakland.
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Guest EditorialGuest Editorial
Keep Dogs On Leash 
Despite Sign Theft

By SYLVIA V. ELSBURY
Contributing Writer

Last month’s Outlook more than ade-
quately covered a recent Kensington 
crime story:  the theft of not one, not two, 
but all of the “Dogs On Leash” signs at 
Kensington Park.  

This item caught my eye because the 
subject of dogs and their leashes has 
been on my radar for some time now.   
The Journal, that (sometimes) free local 
paper which may (or may not) land on 
your doorstep every Friday, recently 
announced an Albany community meet-
ing on the subject, “Dogs In Our Parks:  
On Leash or Off?”   And not long ago I 
joined a Kensington group on Facebook, 
the online social networking site, noting 
at once that the anonymous writer who 
charmingly described life in our little vil-
lage says, “Everyone is friendly unless 
your dog isn’t on a leash.”

Media references aside, the real rea-
sons for my fixation on off-leash dogs are 
my two daughters, ages 8 and 5.   Their 
fear of dogs has been a well-established 
fact of life in our household for years.  We 
do our best to cultivate warm friendships 
with dogs they know and trust, and their 
brother is fine with dogs, but so far his sis-
ters are still wary.

Why are my girls afraid of dogs?  Who 
knows, really.   Maybe it’s because one of 
them is small enough that most of her life, 
she’s been closer in size to a fire hydrant 
than a full-grown human.  But I have to 
say, last week I was tempted to lay the 
blame at the feet of the dog owner on 
Highland who allowed her agitated pooch 
to escape the garden and charge out into 
the street, barking as if possessed, at my 
tiny daughter walking by on the sidewalk.   
I scooped up the terrified child and we fled 
as the woman called after us, “He’s just 
a baby.”   I couldn’t help wondering:   if 
he’s such a baby, what is he doing in the 
middle of Highland Avenue?   Letting an 
untrained puppy off leash is arguably no 
less irresponsible than letting go of a tod-
dler’s hand while crossing the street.

The same issue came to mind last 
month when another “baby” dog got tan-
gled up in my bike pedals before charg-
ing down the middle of busy Cedar Street 

in Berkeley.   That incident ended more 
happily than a previous run-in between 
my bike and dogs.  A woman on Highgate 
couldn’t keep a handful of Yorkies under 
control and let them dash into my path, 
making me slam on my brakes and do a 
header over the handlebars.    I landed on 
my hands and was effectively disabled 
for the entire weekend, highly inconve-
nient considering I was home alone with 
a human baby at the time.

Here in the “Dog is My Co-Pilot” Bay 
Area, one often sees off-leash dogs where, 
really, only people belong. During my 
son’s Albany Little League game, two 
of them tangled right behind first base 
– yes, a dogfight on the field – and the 
owner wandered around afterwards asking 
“anyone seen a chocolate Lab?” 

Suggestions for the KPD:  regarding 
the sign theft, look not to flea market ven-
dors or scrap metal dealers.  The perp is 
most certainly exercising his or her dog 
right now on the green lawn in Kensington 
Park.  (That’s right, the lawn my girls must 
cross to reach after-school programs in the 
KASEP building.)   Whether this prank 
was meant as a protest, or as a free pass to 
get away with off-leash behavior until the 
signs are replaced, I can’t say.    But there’s 
no doubt in my mind about the ulterior 
motive.   In spite of that Facebook crack to 
the contrary, Kensingtonians seem to me 
split at least 50/50 on the leash question.   
Fortunately we are blessed with police 
officers who actually respond  to citizen 
reports of off-leash dogs in town.

I’m well aware that many people prefer 
the company of dogs to that of small chil-
dren. But when was the last time a little 
kid --- and for the sake of a fair analogy,  
make that a kid as big as you --- charged 
you, barking, jumped up on you, and then 
stuck her nose in your crotch?    

Folks often reassure us that their off-
leash dog “just loves kids.”   But dogs 
who “love kids” are even more likely than 
those who are shy of them, to approach 
my youngsters and deepen their terror.   
Another common disclaimer:  “He’s really 
gentle, a sweetie!”    A responsible parent 
cannot afford to take such a claim from 
a stranger at face value when her child’s 
safety is at stake.

Whether or not the crime is solved, the 
park signs will go back up eventually.  In 
the meantime, in the park and all around 
town, keep the welcome mat out for your 
dog by keeping her in her safe and rightful 
place:  on the end of a firmly held leash.

Photo by USOC
Jessica Lorenz played on the gold medal 
winning goalball team in Beijing last 
month.

Kensington Olympian 
Brings Home Gold
Jessica, or “Jessie,” Lorenz of Oak View 
in Kensington helped bring home the gold 
medal last month as a member of the USA 
Goalball Team in the Beijing Paralympics. 
The six-member team defeated China 
Sept. 13 after getting to the final match the 
day before in overtime against Denmark.

“Nothing is like standing on that medal 
podium and hearing our national anthem 
play,” Lorenz, 29, wrote on her Facebook 
page.  ”One oddity with having all visu-
ally impaired people on the podium was 
our challenge in finding the appropriate 
direction to gaze in to show the flag our 
respect.”

Goalball was one of 20 sports played 
by 4,000 disabled athletes at the games, 
which were not televised but broadcast 
over the Internet, and included swimming, 
rowing, wheelchair basketball and tennis, 
and lifting. Goalball was invented after 
World War II to help rehabilitate veterans 
who were blinded in the war. The object is 
to throw a ball over the goal line to score 
a point while players from the other team 
attempt to get between the ball and the 
goal. If a defender manages to get the ball, 
that team then goes for a goal.

Lorenz, who has been blind since birth, 
helped carry the Olympic torch through 
San Francisco before the Olympics began 
in August. She took up goalball in 1993 at 
a sports education camp at Western Michi-
gan University. In less than 10 years, she 
has earned a World Championship title 
and numerous medals in the sport. 

Besides her athletic endeavors, 
Lorenz is director of public policy for 
the San Francisco LightHouse for the 

Blind. She helped bring accessible 
crossing signals to San Francisco, she 
has led voter registration drives and 
has worked both locally and on the fed-
eral level to pass civil rights legislation. 
“When I consider what it is that sustains 
me, it always comes down to one thing 
– I try, with varying levels of success, to 
make a positive difference in my commu-
nity,” Lorenz is quoted as saying on the 
official Paralympics website.
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Prevent Fires – Fire Station Open House 

The Kensington Fire Department will hold an open house on Saturday, 
Oct. 4, from noon to 4 p.m. As part of Fire Prevention Month, the com-
munity is welcome to tour inside the fire station and talk with real-live 
firefighters, always popular with the under 10 crowd as well as people 
who have always been interested in all things fire truck. So stop in at the 
fire station, which is No. 65, at 215 Arlington Blvd., to see what’s new. A 
free child-safety seat check will also be provided, with smiles and helpful 
hints.

Bats, Bats, Bats

They look kind of like, no mostly like, mice with wings, but they’re really 
cool. The Kensington Library will present a bat show, with live bats, at 7 
p.m. October 28 – but you need a ticket to go. The library will have 90 
tickets for pick-up starting October 20, and you can call 524-3043 for 
hours. A slide show will start the program, which emphasizes bat con-
servation and the usefulness of bats in our ecosystems. Attendees must 
be at least 5 years old – but a Halloween-themed family story time at the 
library will coincide with the program for younger kids. The program is 
sponsored by Friends of the Kensington Library.

ECDC Sets Annual Dinner Meeting

Norman Solomon will be the speaker for the El Cerrito Democratic 
Club’s annual dinner at 6 p.m. October 18. He will talk about “End of an 
Error - Beginning of an Era: Achieving Our Goals in a Post-Bush Amer-
ica”. Solomon was an elected Obama delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention and is a national co-chair of the Healthcare Not Warfare cam-
paign. He’s the author of many books including War Made Easy: How 
Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death. Space is limited and 
reservations are needed. Visit www.ecdclub.org, or call 375-5647.

‘Outdoor Classroom’ Volunteers Needed

The Outdoor Classroom is a new project at Hilltop School to help teach-
ers develop and maintain garden facilities necessary to support hands-on 
learning opportunities. The focus is on growing edible plants, native and 
flowering plants, and environmental stewardship. Volunteers are needed to 
help shape and build this new learning opportunity for the children. Con-
tact John Cain at jcain@n-h-i.org for more information or to volunteer. 

KEF Fund Drive Under Way

The Kensington Education Foundation is monitoring funds coming in to 
the fall pledge drive, a direct request to parents for donations. The KEF 
raises funds to improve the quality of education at Hilltop School by pro-
viding enrichment programs. Funds go toward a variety of programs, 
including the science laboratory, art program, computer laboratory, the 
library, music, classroom materials, math help, and more. 
 
Owls on the Prowl

Owls may be a symbol of wisdom or harbingers of doom and gloom, but 
children are invited to see for themselves what Harry Potter already knows 
when RabbitEARS de-creepifies Halloween on October 25. A representa-
tive from Native Bird Connections will be at the shop all afternoon to talk 
about owls, their habitat and mystery. Call 525-6155 for more informa-
tion.

It Came From Berkeley Makes Kensington Debut

Dave Weinstein, author of the new book, It Came from Berkeley: How 
Berkeley Changed the World, will speak about Berkeley’s social history, 
and why it matters to the rest of the world, at the Kensington Library at 
7 p.m. October 13. He also will show slides. In addition to the new book, 
Weinstein, of El Cerrito, also wrote the text for Berkeley Rocks: Building 
with Nature, and Signature Architects of the San Francisco Bay Area. For 
information call 524-3043.

Neighborhood NotesNeighborhood Notes
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Oct.  4	 Beginner Internet Series, 10-11 

a.m., El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stock-
ton Ave. Focus: How to Google or 
search the web. 526-7512.

	 Singing Workshop, “Congregational 
Singing and Listening,” 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1 Lawson Road. Led by Bryan 
Baker, designed to offer participants an 
opportunity to expand their apprecia-
tion of music and comfort with sing-
ing. Suggested fee $10. To register, call 
Martha Helming, 528-3417.

	 Organ Recital, featuring Sandra 
Soderlund, 8 p.m., Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, 1 Lawson Road. Works 
by Bach, Mozart, Mendelssohn, Franck 
and Herbert Bielawa. Suggested dona-
tion of $15 general, $10 for seniors, 
to benefit the church. Parking is free 
and plentiful. For directions, visit the 
church website at www.uucb.org or 
call 525-0302.

Oct. 5	 Special Musical Service, 10 
a.m., Unitarian Universalist Church, 1 
Lawson Road. Focus will be on music, 
with the angel blessing, hymn to the 
New Age, and instrumental and vocal 
solos. 525-0302, ext. 306, or www.
uucb.org.

	 Blessing of the Animals, 12:30 p.m., 
terrace of the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 1 Lawson Road. 525-
0302, ext. 306, or www.uucb.org. 
 
Tashlikh Service, 10-11 a.m., 
Emeryville Marina. Bring your own 
picnic. Especially for children. 428-
1492 or www.kolhadash.org.

Oct. 5 	 Personal Theology Seminar, 10 
a.m., with Karen Harris, “Journey to 
Tibet,” Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road, Kensing-
ton. 525-0302, ext. 306, or www.uucb.
org.

Oct. 6      Knitting   Club, 7 p.m., Kensington 
Library. Beginners welcome. 524-3043. 

	 Youth “World Traditions” Program, 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Arlington Com-
munity Church, for people ages 7 to 

14. This is the second year of weekly 
interfaith education, fun, commu-
nity, and worship, continuing each 
Monday night. Activities will include 
music, song, dance, art, drama, and 
stories of community and friendship 
from many traditions.  Learn ritual 
and spiritual practices and prayers 
and sacred texts from the great world 
religions and cultures. 526-9146. 
 

Oct. 7	 “Power of Myth in Movies II,” 
a workshop class at Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church, 1 Lawson Road, led 
by Richard Stromer, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
Stromer will use eight contempo-
rary films to explore mythic themes 
and archetypal characters: Big Fish, 
Babette’s Feast, Places in the Heart, 
The Mission, About Schmidt, Into the 
Wild, Iris, and Chocolat. Fee is $40.
To register, call Martha Helming 528-
3417.

Oct. 8	 Yom Kippur Service, 7:30-9:30 
p.m., Veterans Memorial Building, 
1325 Portland Ave., Albany. Info at 
info@kolhadash.org or call 428-1492.

Oct. 11	 Town Hall Meeting, a can-
didates’ forum, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 
Kensington Community Center, 59 
Arlington Ave. Sponsored by the Kens-
ington Improvement Club. Appearing 
will be candidates for the Kensington 
Community Services District and the 
Kensington Fire District. 

	 Plant Sale, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 131 
Ashbury, El Cerrito, sponsored by 
Berkeley Garden Club. Lots of locally 
grown plants that are drought-resistant, 
natives, and succulents. Gardening 
advice. 524-7296.

Oct. 12	 Personal Theology Seminar, 
10 a.m., with Barbara Hamilton-Hol-
way, co-minister of Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Berkeley, on Emily 
Dickinson, poet of the American 
Revolution, and What Does It Mean 
to be the ‘Bride of the Holy Spirit?’ 
At the church, 1 Lawson Road. 525-
0302, ext. 306, or www.uucb.org. 

	 Brunch With the Bands II, 10:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., fundraiser for El Cerrito High 

School’s Music Program, at Downtown 
Restaurant, Berkeley. Gourmet brunch 
buffet to the tunes of El Cerrito High 
School student musicians. 525-2131 or 
Chrisswww@aol.com .

Oct. 13	 “It Came From Berkeley: 
How Berkeley Changed the World,” 
author talk at Kensington Library, 7 
p.m. David Weinstein will discuss how 
Kensington’s sister city became famous 
world-wide. 524-3043.

Oct. 15	 Kensington Hilltop School 
International Night, 6 p.m., at the 
school. Organized by the English 
Learner Advisory Council, with music, 
discussion, and potluck. For more 
information and to volunteer: email 
crwiedeman@gmail.com.

Oct. 18	 Fall Festival, School of the 
Madeleine, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 1225 
Milvia, Berkeley. Food, games and 
crafts. Free admission. 526-4744.

	 “Sufi Peacemaking: A New Model of 
Mediation,” 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., a 
workshop led by Nura Laird and Lynn 
Hammond in a day of practical and 
experiential teaching that will trans-
form your life. Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1 Lawson Road. Suggested fee 
$45. To Register call Lynn Hammond, 
233-2666.

	 Annual Dinner, El Cerrito Demo-
cratic Club, 6 p.m., Arlington Commu-
nity Chuch, 52 Arlington Ave. Speaker 
is Norman Solomon, with “End of an 
Error - Beginning of an Era: Achieving 
Our Goals in a Post-Bush America.” 
Vukani Mawethu, a non-profit,  mul-
tiracial choir, will perform. Childcare 

[See CALENDAR on Page 9]
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provided.   Space limited.  To make a 
reservation, go to the ECDC website, 
www.ecdclub.org.  

	 Bunny Adoption Day, 10 a.m., check 
out dozens of rescued bunnies from 
Bay Area shelters and get information 
on how to care, train and love your 
house rabbit. RabbitEARS, 377 Colusa 
Ave. 525-6155, or www.rabbitears.org.

	 Beginner Internet Series, 10-11 a.m., 
“All About E-mail,” El Cerrito Library, 
6510 Stockton Ave. 526-7512.

Oct. 19	 Annual Kensington Parade 
and Picnic, 12:30-3:30 p.m. Parade 
participants gather at noon at Amherst 
and Arlington. For details see the KCC 
Recreation listings on Page 5. Ice cream 
social to follow at Arlington Commu-
nity Church at 2 p.m.

	 Annual Book Sale, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
in the parking lot behind the library 
at 61 Arlington Ave. Sponsored by 
Friends of the Kensington Library. The 
“Bag Sale,” when customers can load 
a bag for one low price, will begin at 2 
p.m. 524-3043.

	 Personal Theology Seminar, 10 
a.m., with Bill Hamilton-Holway, 
co-minister of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Berkeley, on “The 
Roots of the Unitarian Controversy: 
How Are The History and Issues That 
Gave Rise to Unitarianism in New 
England Relevant to Us Today?” 525-
0302, ext. 306, or www.uucb.org. 

Oct. 20	 Guess the Pumpkin’s Weight, 
Kensington Library. The child closest 
(without going over) wins the pump-
kin. Children through age 12 may enter. 
Through October 27. 524-3043. 

Oct. 21	 Garden Talk, 1:45 p.m., 
Epworth United Methodist Church, 
1953 Hopkins, with Emma Connery, 
master gardener, speaking on “Man-
aging Common Garden Pests.” 524-
7296.

Oct. 22	 Kensington Area Republican 
Women’s Club, noon, Mira Vista 
Country Club, 7901 Cutting Boule-
vard, El Cerrito, for meeting and lunch. 
Cost $20. Reservations must be made 
by October 19 at 524-5689.

Oct. 23	 “Eat at Bill’s: Life in the 
Monterey Market,” a documentary 
by Lisa Brenneis, 7 p.m., El Cer-
rito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave. Bill 
Fujimoto, owner of this unique pro-
duce market, will show this documen-
tary about the phenomenon that is the 
Monterey Market.  526-7512.

  
Oct, 25	 Kensington Symphony, “New 

Worlds,” 8 p.m., Unitarian-Universalist 
Church, 1 Lawson Road, with Geoffrey 
Gallegos conducting Narins, Doherty, 

and Dvorak. Suggested donation $15, 
or $12 for seniors. 524-9912.

Oct. 25	 “Hands-On Class: Make Box 
Sculpture,” 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., led 
by Emily Kuenstler, Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, 1 Lawson Road. An art 
history slide show precedes the class 
to show famous artworks that have 
used the box or found objects as their 
basis. Suggested fee of $45 includes 
craft materials. To register call Emily 
at (415) 505-7827.

	 Spooktacular Small Pet Adoption 
Festival, 1-5 p.m. De-creepify Hal-
loween by adopting a rat, guinea pig, 
mouse or hamster by coming for a 
trick-or-treat goodie bag. Photo op with 
new pet to raise money for Wild Things 
rescue fund. 525-6155.

	 Beginner Internet Series, 10-11 a.m., 
“Useful Websites,” El Cerrito Library, 
6510 Stockton Ave. 526-7512

Oct. 26	 Harvest Celebration, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Kensington Farmers’ Market on 
Oak View. Pumpkin carving and other 
activities as well as seasonal produce. 
524-5604. 

	 Personal Theology Seminar, 10 
a.m., with Sarah Lewis, teacher at 
New College and Graduate Theo-
logical Union, on “The Tran-
scendent Supernatural: a Further  
Exploration of the Supernatural, Look-
ing at Higher forms of the Supernatu-
ral.” 525-0302, ext. 306, or www.uucb.
org.

Oct. 27	 Book Group, Kensington 
Library, 7 p.m., Suite Francaise by 
Irene Nemirovsky. 524-3043.

Oct. 28	 Bat Show, 7 p.m., slide show 
with live bats at the Kensington Com-
munity Center. Attendees must be at 
least 5 years old, and need to have a 
ticket. Ninety free tickets are available, 
but must be picked up at the Kensing-
ton Library by October 20. Sponsored 
by Bat Conservation Fund. 524-3043.

Nov. 2	 Maybeck Estates Historical 
Walk, 10 a.m. to noon.  Walk will be 
narrated by Bob Shaner, an original 
and current homeowner, along Purdue 
Avenue. Pre-registration required. For 
more information or to register, call 
525-0292. Cost $10. See Page 5 for 
more information.

PUBLIC MEETINGS
All meetings are held at Kensington Com-
munity Center.

Oct. 6	  Kensington Community Coun-
cil, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 8	 Kensington Fire Protection Dis-
trict, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 9	 Kensington Community Services 
District, 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 28	 Kensington Municipal Advisory 
Council, 7 p.m.

KENSINGTON CALENDARKENSINGTON CALENDARLeaf Blowers Pollute, Alternatives Available
By LAURIE SWIADON

Contributing Writer

More and more cities are banning the 
use of gas-powered leaf blowers. Forty 
cities in California, including Berkeley 
and Piedmont, have banned them, and so 
have more than 300 cities in other states. 
That’s because they pollute, cause health 
hazards, and are often more trouble than 
they’re worth.	

Leaf blowers were invented in Japan 
in the early ‘70s. Ironically, they were 
introduced to the United States in 1976 
to address an environmental problem: 
drought in California.  The City of Los 
Angeles originally mandated their use 
to prevent gardeners from using water to 
clean walks and driveways. But by 1998 
anyone there using a gas-powered back-
pack leaf blower within 500 feet of a 
residence became subject to a $270 fine.  
(Gas-powered units are almost exclu-
sively two-stroke engines and are mostly 
used by professional landscapers and park 
staff.  Electric leaf blowers are cheaper 
and quieter and make up the bulk of sales 
for home use.)	

Are leaf blowers necessary?   In three 
tests conducted by the L.A. Department 
of Water & Power involving gas-pow-
ered leaf blowers and battery-powered 

leaf blowers, it turned out that a rake and 
broom wielded by a 50-year-old grand-
mother were as mighty as leaf blowers. On 
the other hand, most landscape industry 
estimates suggest that it takes at least five 
times as long to clean a typical landscape 
site with a broom and rake than with a leaf 
blower.

Damages
The California Air Resources Board 

(CARB) calculated that hydrocarbon 
emissions from 30 minutes of gas-powered 
leaf blower operation equaled about 7,700 
miles of driving at 30 mph average speed. 
Hydrocarbon emissions form ozone – a 
significant component of smog. The board 
also found that monoxide emissions were 
equivalent to about 440 miles of driving. 
According to the American Lung Associa-
tion, in the San Francisco Bay Area alone, 
leaf blowers account for 16 tons a day of 
smog-forming compounds and carbon 
monoxide. The same issue applies to gas-
powered lawn mowers. 

In addition to fuel exhaust, all leaf 
blowers, whether gas-powered or not, 
churn up clouds of debris containing 
animal droppings, lead,  pesticides, bac-
teria, mold spores, pollen, brake dust, 
and more, spreading these though the air 
and onto gardens and sidewalks. Blower 
winds cause stress for plants, including 
dehydration, burned leaves, and the sus-
pension of photosynthesis and other natu-
ral plant functions.  Many workers do not 
wear respiratory gear when operating leaf 
blowers, an omission that may come with 
serious health risks considering the levels 
of allergens, airborne feces and particu-
lates they are breathing in. As for the rest 
of us, the American Lung Association rec-
ommends that “passersby avoid blowers, 
if possible, especially if they suffer from 
respiratory problems.” 

Biological Urban Gardening Services 
(BUGS), an international membership 
organization of primarily professional 
landscapers, has opposed the use of all 
leaf blowers for many years for a variety 
of reasons summarized below.

1.  Natural openings in the leaves that 
allow for the exchange of oxygen and 
carbon dioxide are sealed shut.

2.  Disease spores laying dormant on the 
[See LEAF BLOWERS on Page 10]
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Trick-or-Treater Starts ‘Halloween for the Hungry’

Simone Hudson is 14 years old. One 
year, after a night of trick-or-treating, she 
got home with a full bag of candy and it 
dawned on her: What’s the point?

“I thought, why don’t I use this oppor-
tunity to help people?” said Hudson, who 
was born and raised in Kensington and has 
been a regular on the Halloween circuit.

So last year, she started a project, call-
ing it “Halloween for the Hungry.” In 
advance of the big night, she sent a letter 
to her neighbors saying that she would be 
collecting canned foods instead of candy 
on the big night. And a bag no longer 
worked; she needed a shopping cart.

“It worked out really well,” she said. 
“On Halloween, I went trick-or-treating, 
rolling a shopping cart through the hills of 
Kensington.” More than 200 people con-
tributed.

Hudson is continuing her exploits this 
year, from her house on Kingston near 
Ardmore, but would like some more help 
from like-minded trick-or-treaters through-
out Kensington. Any kid who is interested 
in trading in their pursuit of candy for a 
pursuit of canned goods and food for the 

soil or fallen debris are blown back onto 
plants where a little moisture can renew 
their cycle of infestation and damage.

3.  Blowers effectively distribute dis-
ease spores, weed seeds and insect eggs 
throughout the landscape (as well as to 
neighboring landscapes).

4.  A common practice by profes-
sional landscapers is to simply blow plant 
debris off the property and into the street. 
Vehicular traffic then blows this material 
onto neighboring landscapes or back onto 
the freshly blown site. Material is rarely 
moved into a pile where it can be collected 
and taken to a compost pile for proper 
recycling. 

5.  Blowers deprive flowers, shrubs, 
and trees of life-giving mulch. Without 
this natural blanket, erosion, water evapo-
ration and the spread of disease all become 
problems. Mulch, when not blown away, 
creates a favorable growing environment 
for plants and beneficial organisms both 
above and below ground while adding 
nutrients to the plants root zone. When 
mulch is removed to the compost and 
renewed annually many soil borne dis-
eases are kept to a minimum. 

u LEAF BLOWERS from page 9 Alternatives
If you’re still going for the leaf blower, 

limit its use to large jobs only, and use a 
broom to sweep the patio and sidewalk, 
and a rake in landscaped areas. Ask your 
landscaper to rake, sweep or otherwise 
forgo the use of a blower. 

If you’re making a new purchase, ask 
for the lowest-emission models available. 
The EPA and CARB began regulating 
leaf blowers manufactured after the year 
2000, so be sure to buy a model that has 
either the EPA’s or CARB’s certification. 
Consider purchasing an electric-powered 
blower that is less polluting and less noisy. 
They are available at many local garden 
suppliers, including Home Depot in El 
Cerrito.

It may also be a good idea to require that 
your operators have some form of training 
to alert them to leaf blower issues and the 
impact of improper use.  Some cities have 
gone so far as to require operators to be 
certified.  Leaf blower noise in cities man-
dating quiet blowers has been reduced to 
where it no longer is an irritation.  In the 
meantime, landscapers can perform their 
work efficiently using clean and quiet 
state-of-the-art power equipment. 

New Manager for Mechanics Bank

Not many bank managers must manage a bank robbery during their first month on the 
job, but that is what happened to Chris O’Brien, the new manager at Mechanics Bank on 
Arlington Avenue. O’Brien was working, as usual, when the July 15 robbery occurred.
“Everyone did great,” he said of his staff.

O’Brien isn’t new to the bank. He began work on the floor in 1994, and worked his way 
through the ranks until bank officials sent him to management training last year. In July, he 
took the helm of the local branch, and lives nearby with his wife.
“A lot of people have come by to say, ‘welcome back,’” he said. “It’s a great community.

Simone Hudson, 14, started trick-or-treat-
ing for the hungry two years ago, and she 
would like to expand her efforts.

hungry is invited to join her by sending 
her an e-mail at halloween4thehungry@
gmail.com. If you must phone, call the 
editor at 925-376-5592, and your message 
will get forwarded. Hudson will coordi-
nate the effort, and help get the goods to a 
nearby food bank.

Hudson has not yet decided on what 
she is going to “be” this Halloween. Last 
year was a tribute to flapper Jean Harlow – 
complete with a Charleston skirt – so who 
knows what’s next?

Pet of the Month
	 Meet Amos, a 1-year-old black and white smooth-coated guinea pig with 
an orange stripe under his eye. Amos has tried many professions in his 

young life (artist, line cook at Inn Kensington, taxi driver) but just never 
found his groove until a movie producer spotted him and offered him a part in the forth-
coming movie entitled G-Force, about commando guinea pigs working for the government 
to stop an evil billionaire from taking over the world. Now would be a great time to adopt 
Amos because after the movie release, he’ll be in big demand and you’ll have to stand in 
long lines just to get his paw print. Open seven days a week, RabbitEARS, 377 Colusa Ave, 
phone 525-6155 for future bookings.
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Montier Bound for South America
A Kensington local is off on an expedition 
to explore the dense jungles of Guyana in 
December. Charles Montier, 22, will be 
going to South America to attempt the first 
non-motorized descent of the Essequibo 
River from source to mouth. Throughout 
the expedition, which is expected to take 
3 to 4 months, Montier will be accom-
panied by two Wai Wai guides, whom he 
will depend on for survival in a rainforest 
home to jaguars, anacondas and the goli-
ath spider.

Travelling by open canoe, the team will 
have to overcome more than 2,000 miles 
of rapids and waterfalls before reaching 
the Caribbean coast in the north. Human 
habitation is scarce, so they plan to live off 
what they can catch in the river and hunt in 
the forest, using bows and arrows.

Montier, who came up with idea during 
a four-week jungle survival course in 
Guyana last summer, is preparing for his 
biggest challenge yet.

“I’ve wanted to undertake a jungle 
expedition for years,” he said. “By going 
alone and placing my trust in the local 
Amerindians, I will learn to live much 
as one of them, using the same survival 
and hunting techniques that have ensured 
their continued existence for thousands of 
years.” 

Guyana, which was a British colony 
until 1966, is home to one of the largest 
outstanding and undisturbed rainforests in 

the world. With thousands of square miles 
of unchartered jungle, its interior holds 
myths of giant snakes, lost tribes and leg-
ends of little people living in the giant silk 
cotton trees. 

The expedition aims to attract enough 
attention to raise both money and aware-
ness for Conservation International. In 
2007, the Wai Wai, who are Guyana’s most 
isolated tribe, worked with the government 
and Conservation International to declare 
their land a protected area. However, their 
traditional livelihood as hunter-gatherers 
remains threatened by illegal miners, 
poachers, loggers and narcotics traffick-
ers. Conservation International continues 
to work closely with the Guyanese gov-
ernment and the Wai Wai to protect their 
natural environment and way of life.

For more information about the trip, 
e-mail Montier at charlesmontier@hot-
mail.com. 

Scout Troop Renovates Kiosk
The Kensington Improvement Club has 
thanked Boy Scout Troop 100 for its work 
to renovate the notice kiosk at the corner 
of Amherst and Arlington in front of the 
drugstore. 

Originally designed by Bart Jones, the 
local architect, the kiosk had become long 
overdue for work.   Thanks to a gener-
ous and anonymous donation, the Scouts 
stepped up and completed the project for 
the community. 

The Kensington Improvement Club 
would like to remind residents of the rules 
for the kiosk:

Kensington Symphony Comes 
Home to Begin New Season
After a decade of performing in other 
venues, the Kensington Symphony 
Orchestra will return home to open its 
new season this month, with Geoffrey 
Gallegos conducting. The first concert, a 
special program entitled “New Worlds,” 
will be at 8 p.m. Saturday, October 25, at 
the Unitarian-Universalist Church.

 This is the fifth season for Gallegos as 
music director of the symphony, and he 
will present two world premiers as well 
as Antonin Dvorak’s beloved Symphony 
No. 9 in E minor, also known as “From 
the New World.” The KSO, which most 
recently presented its concerts in  El Cer-
rito, is “coming home” to the Kensington 
location where it performed in the mid-
1990s.

    The first world premier on the program 
is Tony Doherty’s Anniversary Overture, a 
bright, rhythmically energetic piece com-
missioned by KSO to celebrate its 30th 
Anniversary season, 2007-2008. Doherty, 
who has an undergraduate degree in music 
composition, earned a graduate degree 
in music history from Princeton Univer-
sity.  A Fulbright scholar, he has written 
chamber and orchestral works, including 
pieces for the Arlekin String Quartet and 
the Warsaw Symphony.

 KSO member and Associate Conduc-
tor Mark Narins composed the next pre-
mier on the program, the dramatic and 
evocative Theresa Kren Suite. Narins’ 
work, a suite from his opera Theresa Kren, 
is a 16-minute piece for full orchestra with 

extra woodwinds and percussion. The 
opera tells a fictional story inspired by the 
grave of the actual Theresa Kren, a girl of 
7, who died in 1876 and is buried in the 
Hebrew Cemetery in Graz, Austria. The 
action takes place on the day of the dedi-
cation of Theresa’s headstone. Despite the 
tragic death of the young girl, the opera 
ends with an expression of hopeful accep-
tance and willingness to move forward in 
life.

 Mark Narins, the founder and first con-
ductor of City Opera of San Francisco, is 
not only an accomplished singer himself 
but also a member of the trombone section 
of KSO. Trained at the Mannes College of 
Music and the Eastman School of Music, 
Narins will conduct his suite on October 
25.

Gallegos is also principal conductor of 
the San Francisco Concerto Orchestra and 
was recently appointed music director and 
conductor of the Golden Gate Opera Com-
pany.  He holds a master’s degree with 
high distinction from the Iowa School of 
Music.

The Kensington Symphony is com-
prised of professional musicians and 
highly accomplished local amateur play-
ers.  The orchestra gives five concerts a 
year.  The suggested donation for tickets 
is $15 for general admission, $12 seniors, 
and children are free.  The Unitarian-Uni-
versalist Church is located at 1 Lawson 
Road, above Arlington Avenue. For tickets 
or information, phone 524-9912.n Post only notices of interest to Kensing-

ton.
n Keep it clean: Use only thumbtacks, and 

not staples, nails, tape or glue.
n 	The area designed for “Meeting 

Notices” is reserved for that purpose 
only.

n Post only one copy of a notice, and do 
not cover other notices.

n Maximum size is an ordinary piece of 
paper, 8.5 by 11 inches.

n Notices must be dated. Undated ones 
will be removed.

n Any notice may be removed at the dis-
cretion of the KIC.

‘Kensington Cares’ an Ongoing Effort
A meal tree is set up in the front hallway 
at Hilltop School for local families in need 
of meals. Many school and other families 
sometimes need help getting that hot meal 
on the table, whether it’s because of sur-
gery or prescribed bed rest.

Cancer treatments and other family 
crises can wreak havoc on family tradi-
tions, including having home-cooked 
meals, eaten together as a family. The 

meal tree is one way of making it easier 
on families who want to continue the tra-
dition but have cause to forgo the stove. 
There are families in the community in 
need of our support.

Beth Thomsen, the chairman of Kens-
ington Cares, is coordinating the effort to 
get meals to them. Contact her at jthom-
sen@aol.com to volunteer or to get more 
information. 
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A HOME REPAIR EXPERT. Fences, decks, carpentry, 
tile work, doors and locks, glass and windows, small 
electrical/plumbing jobs, odd jobs. Local references. 
Call Rick at 761-7168 

AARON THE HANDYMAN does fences, painting, 
leak repairs, light installations, and more. 672-1679 
 

ALL THINGS MAC: Apple Certified Trouble shooter 
for hire. New computer?  Odd errors? Print prob-
lems? Upgrades, repair, training, wireless, iPods.  
We come to you. Ruth/Helga: 510-526-1209 
  

ASAP CLEANING SERVICE.  Weekly/Monthly 
-  Move in/out – Residential and Commercial. Call 
510-837-1265 or 925-705-2431 
   

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. Interior, 
exterior, waterproof coatings, wood restoration, 
color consultation. License #721226. Kensington 
references. 655-9267 for free estimate. 
  

AUTUMN BOUQUETS –  D’Jour Antiques on Fair-
mount across from FatApples is so  much more than 
your local florist. Antiques, classic retro clothing, 
Oh! Chocolates, greeting cards, gifts.  525-7232 

BIG ISLAND OF HAWAII.  Relax at Vacation Beach 
House on South Kohala Coast.  Lovely 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, ocean/mountain views, owned by Kensing-
ton residents. 527-2009 www.halelea.com 
  

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality, int/
ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount, fully 
ins., Lic. 639300, free est, see display ad inside. 
232-3340. 
 

CLARK KELLEY’S CALIFORNIA GARDENS. All 
phases of landscape construction, plant design, 
irrigation and garden installation. Flagstone and 
brick patios. Local references License #534467. 
869-2788. 

COMPANION - GAL FRIDAY – Will help with 
errands, driving, shopping, light meal prep, accom-
pany on outings, handle correspondence, and other 
personal assistance. Longtime, semi-retired resident 
seeks 3-10 hrs a week. $25./hr. Local refs. Karen 
510-524-6686 
 

COMPUTER COURAGE, based in Kensington, works 
with you in your home or office to help you:  solve 
computer problems; speed up your PC; purchase/
set up new computers and electronics; set up 
backup, security, antivirus, and more. PC and Mac 
supported.  10 years experience. Call (510) 525-
2226 or e-mail adam@computercourage.com  
 

COMPUTER HELP – Retired software engineer, a 
Kensington resident, is available to help you master 
your computer, its software and to solve problems. 
Your site or mine. Patience, expertise and very 
affordable rates. 527-3069 

ENJOY A THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 	  
Massage eases muscle tension and relieves stress. I 
have lived and practiced massage in this area for 20 
yrs. 24 yrs. Experience – Home massage available. 
Joan Provencher 525-2750  

FILM YOUR LIFE STORY – Award-winning Kens-
ington filmmaker will help craft story, interview 
subjects, film in high definition, edit & author to 
DVD.  Also available for TV spots, web video and 
corporate pieces. Great local references. Affordable 
HD video. Call Chet @ 510-717-7250. (Starving Fish 
Productions) www.echet.com 

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinishing Retrofit Design 
Build -- Sensible, lasting workmanship by 3rd 
generation fine furniture maker, Huttonio Brooks. 
Kensington. 559-8549. www.huttonio.com   

GUITAR LESSONS for kids and adults. All levels – 
beginner to advanced. All styles: rock, blues, jazz, 
metal, and more. 25+ years experience. George @ 
510-526-4283 

Classified Advertising HANDYMAN BRUCE – Painting; fence/decks; small 
yard work & hauling; roofing; locks; glass, etc. 
684-2235  

KENSINGTON PAINTING AND DECORATING 
– Introducing a new level of luxury and custom 
interior painting. Lic#902635 510-558-6898 
 

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience in home 
remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, windows, 
cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, fencing. 
Framing through finish. Large or small jobs. Local 
resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051. 

MOBILE NOTARY & CERTIFIED SIGNING AGENT  
$10 travel fee for Kensington, E.C. & Berkeley. 
Member National Notary Association. Katherine 
Meurer 510-684-0021  

MYRON OLSON PAINTING – Interior/Exterior, Pres-
sure Washing, Deck Refinishing/Treatment, Senior 
Discount, Free Estimates. Lic#706404/Fully Insured. 
510-521-3351 

PAINT 4 U – 510-459-6431  Professional painter 
– Recommended by many Kensington residents. 
Thorough prep work, interior/exterior, quality paint, 
free estimates.  

THE PAINT COMPANY. Highest quality work inside 
and out. Estimates and consultation are free. Many 
satisfied local references. Fully insured. License 
#515120. Call us today at 527-2673. 
	

PAULA’S PET CARE. Vacation/daily pet care. 
Bonded, insured, reliable. Experienced. 558-9191. 
 	

PET SITS & DOG WALKS: Safe Hands Pet Care - 
Kensington based & family owned.  Experienced 
Insured, Licensed, Bonded. Vet recommended. 
We make pets (and their owners) smile!! (510) 
528-7870 

PETER THE PAINTER – House painting expert. Int/
ext work. 20 yrs. of great Kensington references.  
Painted to last. Custom colors. Free est. Call Peter 
575-3913. 

PHOTOGRAPHY – Jim Stipovich, Kensington resi-
dent for 15 years, specializes in B&W hand printed 
archival prints that will last a lifetime. Portraits and 
Weddings. Discount for Kensington residents. 510-
524-3489 www.naturallightphotography.com 
  

PIANO & KEYBOARD CLASSES – Fall program for 
boys and girls ages 7-10 yrs. North Berkeley Piano 
Studio. 524-1808/524-5018  

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR. Memoirs, family history, 
fiction, articles, dissertations, newsletters. Words 
Into Print. Kate Gilpin. 236-8544 

SUNSET WINDOWS & GUTTER CLEANING and 
repairs.  Jim (510) 393-8929 
  

TRASH PATROL.com your local, family-owned 
alternative for all your hauling and yardwork needs. 
Free estimate. Friendly service. Just dial: (510) HAUL-
ING (428-5464) or (510) 367-5695. 

TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL AWAY SERVICE: Will 
pick up, clean out, recycle, deliver most anything, 
anytime.  Call Leslie 235-0122. 

WATERPROOFING PROFESSIONAL for Decks - 
Doors - Windows.  Installation - Repair - Remodel.  
30 Year Resident.  The Dan Lynch Company Inc.  
Lic.#867877.  524-4044  

WINDOW CLEANING: Homes or commercial. Free 
estimate. References available. Call Cathe at 510-
524-9185. 

Kensington Outlook Classified 
To place a classified ad, please see page 2.

From the case files of the KPD
This report is based on the many reports in the police logs of the Kensington Police Department. 
The Outlook is responsible for its writing and editing.

n A cherry bomb slid through the 
mail slot into a garage on Stanford 
Avenue, but burned out and 
didn’t detonate. 
n More graffiti at the park!
n The sound of fireworks was 
heard on Highland Boulevard, 
and it had nothing to do with 
love.
n Keep your voices down: Police 
were unable to find the people talking 
loudly reported to be doing so on Arlington 
Avenue 
n Creak: An open door on Beloit Avenue had 
to be closed.
n Officer Martinez was summoned to 
Amherst Avenue, but alas, couldn’t find any 
noise.
n A verbal dispute between husband and wife 
on an avenue not to be named – there could 
be so many, after all – was put into perspec-
tive at this writing by the recent reading of 
The Shack, by a guy named Young, a religious 
book read to keep up with popular culture 
(New York Times best-seller list.) Domestic 
arguments just don’t seem to be worth it, after 
that read.
n Hawaii Five-O sounds (drums) heard on 
Ardmore Avenue.
n Watch out for that mail: scam letter 
received on Kingston Road.
n A homeless person was stopped and ques-
tioned on Highland Boulevard.
n Probably not a great idea to leave electron-
ics in the car, because a bunch were taken 
from one on Ocean View Avenue.
n Everyone loses his or her keys once in a 
while. But when you lose them in the middle 
of Arlington Avenue? Good luck.
n As usual, lots of false alarms.
n This is taken directly from the police log 
for a home on Stanford Ave.: “Person reading 
Bible in front of home. No crime.”
n So we’re just going to forget about the false 
alarms, because there are more.
n Police towed a car on Purdue because its 
driver has a suspended license.
n What did we say about false alarms? Oh, 
yeah, promise, that’s it.
n Residents on Highgate Road became 
irritated that someone was going through the 
recycling at the curb.
n Glass broke loudly on Coventry Road, but 
police couldn’t find the cause.
n Police helped out El Cerrito police when 
one of their suspects ran, fast, on Colusa.
n An expired registration led to the towing of 
a car on Black Lake Drive.
n Someone who had one too many promptly 
received a DUI on Arlington.
n A water leak on Edwin Drive was referred 
to EBMUD. We wonder if this will put that 
bill into the penalty phase because of the 
drought.

n Watch those laptops: One was 
stolen on Ocean View Avenue. 

Given the electronics stolen 
from a car on the same street, 

could there be a connection?
n You know you live in a great 

community when, after you 
accidentally leave the garage 
door open, someone calls the 

police. That’s what happened on 
Columbia Avenue.

n Hit and run, Arlington Avenue.
n Abandoned chairs on Highgate Avenue – 
literally on the street – were rescued before 
anything got hurt or lost a leg.
n Someone on Highgate Avenue decided to 
call the police before answering a door to 
strangers.
n And then again, someone on Rugby Avenue 
called when someone was actually trying to 
break in.
n Yes, keys are indeed essential, but the 
police didn’t need them to help someone back 
into their house on Columbia Avenue.
n A resident on Anson Way got advice on 
keeping a home secure. Those guys (and gals) 
in black are always glad to help.
n Even the school had a false alarm. (Oh, we 
weren’t going to put those in any more.)
n Someone lost their car to a thief on Arling-
ton Avenue.
n It used to be, “don’t forget to call your 
parents.” Now it’s “don’t forget to call your 
children.” Or else your son or daughter might 
sic the police on you, which happened on 
Avon Road. We can only hope the parents are 
shaping up.
n A suspicious vehicle turned out to belong to 
gardeners at Avon Road and Camelot Court.
n Burglars went through a home on Grizzly 
Peak Boulevard.
n A great-grandson had the police check on 
his great-grandmother on Highgate Court, and 
it’s grand that all was OK.
n Finally, not a hit and run but a hit and report 
it, which is what a driver did on Coventry 
Road after backing into a car trailer.
n “Suspicious event” evidently includes find-
ing a fire alarm in the garbage.
n Some people just can’t win: Residents 
called about excessive noise when EBMUD 
came out to fix a water line break on Kingston 
Road.
n Not included in this report are the unfortu-
nate circumstances of medical emergencies, 
of which there are many. Don’t forget to hug 
those you love.

K e n s i n g t o n  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t
Emergency	 911
Police dispatch	 236-0474

Non Emergency office (daytime)	 526-4141

K e n s i n g t o n  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t
Emergency	 911
Non Emergency office (daytime)	 527-8369
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