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Garden Party
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by Hilltop’s beloved teachers, always see a competitive burst of

Prejudice—themed dinner. It’s a great way to populate your
social calendar for the year in one swoop.

All eyes will turn to the stage for the live auction, when pad-
dles pop up for special events such as a private tour of Pixar HQ

bidding. And art lovers won’t want to miss the chance to nab a real and “Principal for a Day,” when the child of the winning bidder

masterpiece by Renoir, Miro, Magritte, Chagall, Braque, donated
by Masterworks Fine Art. If you’d like to scope out the silent auc-
tion items in advance, you can preview them from October 25 till
November 1 at kensingtonhilltop.org/gardenparty, but you’ll need
to be at the event to place a bid.

While you're placing silent auction bids, be sure to also add your
name to the guest list of parties hosted by Hilltop parents, like
an Ayurvedic party, a wreath-making gathering, and a Pride and

Paint Like No Other

gets to shadow Hilltop principal Judy Sanders for a behind-the-
scenes day at school. Another hot item is the mighty Dads’ Club
work party, when a team of handy Hilltop dads descends on the
winner’s home to tackle a formidable home or yard project.
After the live auction, the chairs will be whisked away, and
Korematsu Middle School Principal (and Hilltop dad) Matthew
Burnham will take the mic to DJ a dance party till 11. Find

See Garden Party, page 6

A New Life
for Any Exterior

The professionals’ favorite. Regal Select Exterior offers a durable,
robust finish for even the most weathered homes.

A\ Benjamin Moore'

Paint like no other.

Stop by or call.

We’re here

-.._b.,‘. .

to help!

EAST BAY PAINT CENTER
990 SAN PABLO AVE
ALBANY, CA 94706-2010

(510) 524-6582

WWW.EASTBAYPAINTCENTER.COM
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K ENSINGTON

Available Online at www. Kensington Outlook.com

NOVEMBER 2017

A PUBLICATION OF THE KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

VOLUME 75 NUMBER 9

Putting the Planet at the Top of the List Dust Off Your

By Linnea Due
When members

of the Arling-

ton Community

Church chal-

lenged each other

to make meaning-
ful actions, church

music director
Shanti Moorjani
knew just what
she wanted to do.
“There had been
something on my
mind for a long
time, but I wasn’t
sure how to make
it viable,” she
says. “I wanted to
do something for

the planet that was

individual. There

are so many organizations. [ wanted
something that would transcend an orga-
nization or a group.”

And so Moorjani came up with Person
of the Planet: “I started looking around
at my own life and asked, "How much
of the earth’s resources do I personally
require to feel fulfilled and sustained?’
Up to now I’ve been a pretty good con-
sumer, and I’'m thinking that I no longer
need to be quite that person. My husband
and I drive hybrid cars, we have solar
panels, we plant some of our vegetables,
we recycle. We do a lot of things. But
I started asking, ‘Is this good for the

planet?””

Moorjani first floated her idea at a
dinner party. “My guests all signed up,”
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Person of the Planet’s Shanti Moorjani (left) and Ruth Robinson (right) head to
the Kelly-Moore store on San Pablo to recycle cans of old paint. Kelly-Moore is
the drop-off site for the PaintCare program. Photo by Anthony Knight.

she remembers with a smile. “We talked
about how everything comes from the
planet. The planet has been incredibly
generous to us, and we haven’t always
had its best interests in mind when we
make decisions,” she says. “The earth
can’t speak for itself. If many people start
saying no to buying products or if we stop
electing people who don’t care for the
planet.... I just want the planet’s needs to
be at the top of the list.”

When Moorjani said that she wanted to
concentrate on the environment for her
challenge, church members thought she
meant recycling. “I said, "No, it’s bigger
than that.”” Writes Person of the Planet
member Anthony Knight: “Most environ-

See Planet, page 2

Dancing Shoes
for Kensington
Hilltop Funder

By Lisa Trottier

The Roaring ‘20s are roaring back in all
their Charleston-dancing, rum-running glory
for Kensington’s Garden Party on the evening
of Saturday, November 11. This annual benefit
for the Kensington Education Fund (KEF),
which supports Kensington Hilltop Elemen-
tary, is the biggest party of the year, and the
entire community is encouraged to come.
Doors open at 5 pm at the Berkeley Country
Club (formerly Mira Vista Country Club).

Coyotes Interrupt Us, a band of talented
Hilltop parents (with a special appearance
by sixth grade teacher Janet Tobin as guest
vocalist) will set the mood with a mix of ‘20s
standards and some modern surprises. In
other good news, Prohibition has been
suspended for the night! Kensington’s own
Arlington Wines is generously providing the
wines for the open bar. And, in a time-hon-
ored tradition, Hilltop’s newest alumni, now
braving seventh grade, will work the room,
passing hors d’oeuvres, selling raffle tickets,
and finally getting a glimpse of this event
their parents have been dressing up for since
they started kindergarten.

As the evening progresses, bidding in the
silent auction heats up, as people get seri-
ous about nabbing artwork created by each
classroom of kids, vacation stays donated by
parents, and unique experiences like a day
sailing on the bay. Teacher Treasures, donated

See Garden Party, back page
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MARVIN GARDENS

REAL ESTATE
We Know the East Bay!

585 Cragmont Avenue, Berkeley ~ 3br/2ba ~ $1,595,000
Remodeled Midcentury Modern with Sweeping Bay Views!

7 956 Arlin ton Av, Berkeley 11211 StnfoAve, Kesingtn
3+br/2ba ~ $998,000

N o0 - Wishing you
v all a safe and
happy Thanksgiving holiday.

D= MARVINGARDENS.COM

510.524.0800

At Prospect Sierra, our

whole focus is to help

Elementary School (K-4)
Tapscott Campus
November 12, 2017

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Call: 510.809.9018

your children become
successful students
and caring people who

strive to build a better

Middle School (5-8)
Avis Campus
November 5, 2017
12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Call: 510.809.9025

world. Come see how

we're different.

PR_'SPECT
SIERRA

Planet
...from page 1

mental organizations solicit membership
dues and contributions and use these at
the collective level to try to bring about
change. Person of the Planet asks its
members to take a pledge to do what they
can personally to contribute to the well-
being of the planet. There are no dues,
petitions to sign, or specific agendas.”
Knight says that the group asks mem-
bers always to keep uppermost in their
thoughts in their daily activities the ques-
tion: “Is this good for the planet?”

“People have to change their way of
thinking,” Moorjani says. “This is a
movement of conscience.” That move-
ment is extending beyond Arlington
Avenue and its church base. Moorjani
and ACC’s Jacob Day are booking
monthly speakers, and Moorjani says
that at the church’s Blessing of the Ani-
mals, 35 people signed up at Person of
the Planet’s table, adding to a growing
membership of about a hundred. Moor-
jani has also made contacts in Australia
and Europe. “We feel it will spread as
we connect people here,” she says. The
group plans an ecological holiday bazaar
in December, with sustainable gifts and
ideas for giving.

To sign up, Google Person of the
Planet and click on the page from the
ACC’s website. Once there, you’ll find

an invitation to join. (You do not have to
be a member of ACC to join Person of the
Planet, and Moorjani stresses that it is not
a religious group.) Once you’ve joined,
you’ll receive an invitation to POP’s site
on Meetup.com. This gives information
on speakers, the bazaar, upcoming movie
nights, and articles that members post
about their experiences as they ask, “Is
this good for the planet?”

Writes Anthony Knight: “It’s a good
question to ask oneself when pulling the
morning newspaper out of its plastic bag.
It’s a good question to ask when replacing
a burned-out incandescent light bulb. It’s
a good question to ask when buying South
American grapes in January.... It’s a good
question to ask when watering one’s lawn.
Environmental issues, large and small, are
with us everywhere. Person of the Planet
believes that individual awareness at the
grass-roots level can have a huge cumula-
tive effect. It also believes that individual
strategies will be leveraged as members
share their successes with one another.”

To that end, calligrapher Elena Caruthers
designed the POP logo, and church
member Ruth Robinson utilizes organi-
zational talents gained at Kennedy/Jenks
Consultants. “She is super smart about
organizational protocol,” says Moorjani.

Moorjani can be reached at Ishantiom@
gmail.com (first letter, lower-case L).

Letters to the Editor

Spending to Save and Other Trumpisms
Dear Editor,

The KPPCSD appears to bear an uncanny resemblance to the Trump administration.
Hiding behind the moniker “Make Kensington Boring Again, “ the board appoints indi-
viduals that the good people of Kensington do not want. Is this a local take on draining

the swamp?

In the name of saving money the board seems to be spending more money at every
turn. The call for a second monthly meeting (not free) was supposed to be for agenda
items that were not being covered when we had only one monthly meeting. We are
apparently paying numerous people to come in and out and solve problems, offer advice,
and avoid potential lawsuits (not that we would be told about any lawsuit). “Transpar-

ency, we don’t need no stinking Transparency.”

We also have board members with a Trump-like ability to shock and offend. Remem-
ber the comparison to the tragic fire In London? Recently, we are hearing rumors that
the board wants to outsource our police services without actually asking the citizens
to vote on it. Elections are for losers. Not since Trump wrote his thoughts down in The
Art of the Deal have we seen such mad-dog negotiation skills such as the stunning rent
negotiation on the public safety building. Hmmmm, perhaps the fire board can take over

since they’re doing such a bang-up job.
Khoi Dang

The Kensington Community Council is dedi-
cated to the improvement, development, and edu-
cation of the community, and to the promotion
of social welfare in Kensington. It enriches the
community by providing educational and recre-
ational programs for all ages and by publishing
the Outlook, a monthly newsletter that covers
local events and issues.

KCC also provides a forum for all Kensington
community groups to meet and coordinate their
respective efforts toward the common good of the
community.

Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the writers and do not reflect the opinion
of the Outlook, its editor, or the Kensington Com-
munity Council. Letters must be signed and include
the resident’s phone number and address (which
will not be printed). Letters 350 words or under
will appear in the print edition (space permitting).
Any letter over 350 words will be printed in the
online edition only. Publication of letters and arti-
cles is subject to space and the editor’s discretion.
Obituaries of Kensington residents are printed
without charge. All material must be received by
the 10th of the month preceding issue date; submit
by email to editor@kensingtonoutlook.com. No
press releases or PDFs; Word documents or text
in the body of an email are acceptable. Use one
space, not two, after all periods.
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THANK YOU
KASEP FUND DRIVE DONORS 2017

Donations of $300
Cara & Patrick Marasco

Donations of $100

Tom Dean

Jon & Anne Forrest

Dane & Patricia Gillette

Alison McLean

Samuel D. Post

Ko & Laurie Ushigusa

Vivien & Dean Artis Williamson

Donations of $50

Mark & Barbara Altenberg
Mary Beth Burnside

Russell Dedrick

Ann Stevens Delk

Robert Doty & Catherine Garza
Elaine Emery

Muwaffaq Nouri and Barbara
Fattah

The Hazel Hung Trust

Jeanne King

Marjorie Murray

Arno & Toshiko Schniewind
Richard & Judith Stearns
John & Martha Vlahos
Robert & Cynthia Wantland
Bob & Marty Westby
Yakesun & Debbie Hayakawa
Wing

Donations of Up to $25
Sylvia Alksnis

George & Moana Lee Becker
Maggie & Dan Kevin Beretz
Marilyn Boxer

Mary Chafe

Garen Corbett

Lewis Feldman

Janet Forsburg

Sally & Allen Meacham Fraser
Marian Gade

Jack & Peggy Griffith

Paul & Mary Grunland
Teh-Wei & Tien-Hwa Hu
Jay & Beverly James
Kenneth & Carol Johnston
Eileen & John Kramer
Ernest & Jeanne Lageson
Lisa Larkins

Julie Lee

Cynthia & John McAfee
Janet Messman

Laurence Nagel

John & Renee Ream

Ilene & Richard Sheng

Jim & Lory Stevenson
Douglas & Anne Stewart
Vea Van Kessell

Margaret Weitkamp
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997 JZH//O/‘@/ Avenue

Lovely Traditional with expansive living and dining A spectacular restoration of a shingled summer

room oriented to a spectacular Golden Gate and house. Carmel charm. 2BR/1BA. Gorgeous

city view. 2BR plus a den or possible third bedroom  kitchen. Rich and rustic, yet state-of-the-art

and one full bath. Beautifully maintained. amenities. Sweet garden. Views of the Bay.
Offered at $998,000 Offered ar $868,000

ree Lighting at.the Gircle -
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Photo by Nan Phelps Photography

By Karen Yencich

The iconic oak at Colusa Circle in lower Kensington will be lit for the holidays Sunday
evening, November 26, during a ceremony starting at Spm. Music and free hot cocoa
will be available in the little triangle garden next to Zip Code East Bay. Real Estate.

It sounded like an easy task: stringing some lights on a beloved tree. But there was

s 2 e

SOLD - 770 /(/‘é'/(zglm/ Avenuwe SOLD - 57/ Gotusa Avenuwe
First time on the market. Five bedrooms, three  Colusa Circle location. Spacious and expanded
baths. State-of-the-art ¢.1959. In need of TLC  bungalow. Sweet garden and filtered Bay views.

yet has great bones. Blocks to BART, shopping and Solano Avenue. . . ;

Originally offired at $989,000 Originally offired at $889,000 Fhe matter of getting power across the street and into the Circle. People had lots of good
ideas and also some that turned out to be dangerous, not to mention the ideas that were
outright illegal. Also, as it happened, the lights had to be professionally installed. Vari-

From start to finish [ will assist you in managing the preparation process every step of the way. ous permissions were required from the Kensington Improvement Club, along with a
Considering selling or simply wish to know the value of your home in today’s market? permit from Contra Costa County Public Works. From year to year the project sputtered
Call me. The appointment is complimentary and confidential. to life, then subsided in the face of one obstacle or another.

Yet, success! This is the year when all of the issues were finally addressed, permissions
granted, and logistics agreed upon. The Circle merchants, landlords, Kensington Farm-
ers’ Market, and KIC came together to fund the event. All that remains is for neighbors
to come by and enjoy some hot chocolate and marshmallows while the tree lighting takes
place.

Maybe it’s just a coincidence that the tree will finally be lit on the 100th Anniversary
of the town’s inception, but Kensington Farmers’ Market manager, Chris Hall, feels that
there is a gathering energy around the Circle. And if their contributions are any mea-
sure, Circle merchants agree. Participants include: Dan Lynch Company, Semifreddi’s,
Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS. Kensington Cleaners, le Code East Bay, Rice Financial, Hendrickson Clinic, the
Fuse Fitness, Kensington Circle Pub, Benchmark Pizzeria, Kensington Optometry, Nan
Phelps Photography, Kensington Vet Hospital, Circle Salon, Colusa Market, Hiersoux
Pottery, White Magnolia Tai Chi, Daniel David, Ed Hammonds. In other words, a full
house of supporters. Come light the tree!

RutH FrasserTOo, CRS

Over thirty-five years of experience you can count on.
510.652.2133/414

rfrassetto@grubbco.com

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs.

REMODELS B KITCHEN/BATH DESIGN
WINDOW TREATMENTS B FURNISHINGS

PARK PLACE DESIGN

NEW SHOWROOM
By Appointment Only

1918 MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. WAY, BERKELEY, CA 94704
sSHOWRoOM: (510) 647-9000 m ceLL: (925) 818-1473
Barbara Park EMAIL: PARKPLACEDESIGN@COMCAST.NET

NKBA Certified Assoc. Kitchen Designer . . , . .
and CCIDC Certified—Lic. #6375 Local Kensington Resident e Certified Interior Designer

Free In-home Consultation WWW.PARKPLACEDESIGN.COM

rersa, . —
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By Vida Dorroh
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED Continuing a great tradition, Kensington Community Council’s Movie Night was

CAFE & BAKERY

blessed with a perfect, balmy evening for the screening of Pixar’s Finding Dory. Over
200 kids, parents and grandparents showed up to spread blankets and set up chairs on
the big lawn at Kensington Park. As always, there was popcorn and movie candy for the
kids (and some adults, too), and KCC volunteers dished up hotdog dinners.

There was a little glitch during the screening of the movie, but a resourceful parent
saved the day, and the film continued after a short break, during which the kids “had a

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707
(510) 596-9935

M-F: 7AM - 5PM  WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM

OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE. ball” playing with the beach balls. ) . .
KCC thanks all the residents and businesses that made this a special, fun night for
BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

our community. Mechanics Bank and Marvin Gardens Real Estate sponsored the event.
Contributors included Inn Kensington, which donated a gift certificate, Arlington Wine
& Spirits, which donated a case of wine, Kensington Circus Pub, which donated a gift
certificate, and Nation’s Giant Hamburgers and Great Pies, which donated delicious pies.
Our thanks to all, and we hope to see everyone at next year’s KCC Movie Night.

=TRE BN,

WE,IS. September Police Log

NEED SOME HELP? WE’RE HERE FOR YOU. September 1 Forgery Oberlin Ave. Reporting party and mother at residence. Report

On special occasions or a regular cleaning schedule. taken.
The most trusted and reliable September 10 Recovered Stolen Vehicle Grizzly Peak Blvd.
team in house c]eaning, ' September 15 Fraudulent use of credit card, Highgate Rd.
Call for a free, in-home consultation and estimate. il September 21 Burglary Columbia Ave. Handle unscrewed from door and contractors’
5 1 0_ 527_220 0 ' A : @ t lockbox removed from door. House staged for sale, artwork, basket, etc. taken.
k o — E September 21 Annoying Phone Calls, Kerr Ave. Harassing phone calls from workers.
©2017 MollyMaid, Inc. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

. Visit us at MollyMaid.com to learn more - September 27 Hit and Run, Arlington Ave., property damage.
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Passings

Beloved and Admired
Beloved Lake Drive
neighbor and longtime

Kensington resident,
Janet Messman, died
on September 29 from
injuries sustained in

a car accident earlier
that week. She was
born on April 5, 1923
to Clifford and Ruth
Leach in Camden, New
Jersey. Janet attended
Bucknell University in
Pennsylvania and was active in the YMCA, YWCA, and in many honors societies. She
graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1944.

Janet forged her own way in a business world dominated by men, becoming the person-
nel manager for Edward Sterns and Company, a large printing company in Philadelphia.
She moved to the Bay Area in 1958 to work on an MA in psychology at UC Berkeley,
where she met her beloved husband of forty wonderful years, Bob Messman.

In 1964, Bob, Janet, and their daughter Anne moved to Kensington and simply never
left. Janet’s insatiable intellectual curiosity meant she continued to work while raising
Anne and along the way she managed to rewrite the Employee Relations Manual of Per-
sonnel Policies and Procedures for Kaiser, work at the Institute of Industrial Relations at
UC Berkeley and the Carnegie Council on Policy Studies and Higher Education under
Clark Kerr. She also directed the Tutor Richmond Youth (TRY') educational program for
the Richmond Unified School District.

All these jobs gave her great satisfaction, but her greatest joy was always her family
and friends. Janet’s easy charm meant that she effortlessly forged lifelong friendships
around the world as she traveled extensively throughout Europe with her family, and
in Japan as a goodwill ambassador for the Richmond Shimada Friendship program.
When her daughter Anne married Jon Forrest and purchased the house next door, Bob
and Janet’s one grandchild, Leah, grew up surrounded by the constant love and care of
her grandparents. Janet’s sharp wit, incredible zeal for living, and deep compassion for
others is the model of a life well lived. For details about the celebration of Janet’s life go
to: https:/forrestls.wixsite.com/janetmessman

Community Center in
Design Phase

By Sylvia Hacaj

Riddle me this: Where can you find Daisies and Eagles; fly-fishing and martial arts;
gymnastics and government; budding chefs and accomplished artists all under one roof?
Answer: the Kensington Community Center.

While it appears to sit serenely off to the side in the park, the community center is a
bustling hive of activity: morning adult classes, afterschool programming every after-
noon, scouting home base, meetings of district boards, committees and civic groups.
And let’s not forget fundraisers, school dances and private celebrations—weddings,
birthdays and life remembrances.

It’s clear that we residents value our community center. However, it has long been in
need of some TLC as well as a significant structural upgrade to protect occupants in the
event of an earthquake. As with all public buildings undergoing a renovation of this size,
it must also meet federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements and state
energy efficiency standards.

Starting in 2015, Kensington Police Protection and Community Services District
(KPPCSD) Director Rachelle Sherris-Watt led an 18-month process to carefully scope
the project and request proposals. That effort culminated in the unanimous recommen-
dation of the architectural firm Glass Associates by the Park Committee to the board; the
contract was awarded in February.

Lead architect, Kensington resident, and former Hilltop parent Farhat Daud is inti-
mately familiar with the building. She and her team met with regular users of the space
this spring and presented initial design concepts to the community and board in July.
She also attended community events in August and October to get additional feedback.

More detailed designs and expected costs of required upgrades as well as functional
amenities will be presented to the community and the KPPCSD board at its regular
meeting on Thursday, November 16.

OARDEN PART Y

NOVEMBER [ITH AT 5PM

BERKELEY COUNTRY CLUB
(FORMERLY MRA VISTA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB)

7901 CUTTING BOULEVARD. £L CERRITO

* Delectable hors doeuvres. small plates & desserts

* Beer. wine & cocktails *
* A fantastic auctioneer for the live auction & raffle °
* Silent auction items including priceless classroom art.
fabulous parties & great getaways *

* Live music & dancing *

Look for hundreds of items in our online auction in late

October at KENSINGTONHILLTOPORG/GARDENPARTY

To donate or for questions contact Amy:
gardenpartyauction@kensingtonhilltop.org

Early Bird fickets (8/18-9/22/17). $50
‘Regular price tickets (9/23-11/I0/17): $60
At the door price: $75

Purchase your fickets and bid online at:

KENSINGTONHILLTOPORG/GARDENPARTY

A BENEFIT FOR THE KENSINGTON £DUCATION FOUNDATION
fOR KENSINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Kensington [Fine Toods

Specialty Meats ¢ Fish ¢ Deli ¢ Catering

Your local family source for natural, organic & sustainable.

Visit us to hclp Plan & reserve
your Holi&ag [east!

285 Arlington Avenue (inside Young’s Market) * 526-9858
www. KENSINGTONFINEFOODS.com

@%n Fipandgings,

Celebrate Thanksgiving with
family, friends, good food %

and flowers from
D’Jour Floral of Kensington

To place an order or to book a consultation for ‘
your holiday, call Judy at 510-525-7232. %

To learn more about D'Jour Floral or to

place a floral order online for local delivery go to
www.djourflowers.com and click on the shop link, %

’ Celebrate or go directly to www.elcerritoflowershop.com
Thanksgiving You may pick up a fresh seasonal bouquet by ®
with family, friends, D'Jour Floral at COLUSA MARKET, 406 Colusa Ave. *

good food and flowers ©F at THE RAXAKOUL COFFEE & CHEESE COMPANY,
‘ from D'Jour Floral 299 Arlington Ave., Kensington, CA 94707. ‘

of Kensington. I now offer a selection of plants at our own
AY BT VAT TTIA LY ééé

ARLINGTON ACE HARDWARE.

N

Glass Associates will present several design possibilities at the regular KPPCSD
meeting November 16. This is one option for the southwest wall. Courtesy of Glass
Associates, Inc.
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Will Residents Vote on the Police
Department’s Future?

By Paul Dorroh

After an initial study by the Kensington Police Protection and Community Services
District’s ad hoc committee, the KPPCSD board and its general manager are examin-
ing the benefits of maintaining an independent police department versus the benefits of
outsourcing police services to a neighboring agency. In 2009, an initiative ordinance,
spearheaded by Kensington residents, was enacted to require that Kensington residents
be required to vote on any such contract to outsource police services. This article pro-
vides context for the adoption of that ordinance and an explanation of how it works.

In 2008 and 2009, the district was facing financial and operational challenges. The
2008 financial crisis exacerbated long-brewing weaknesses in the district’s finances,
causing it to draw down its reserves.

To address these challenges, the board retained a consultant to evaluate police depart-
ment staffing and operations, and to investigate whether Kensington could solve these
problems by outsourcing its police department to El Cerrito, much as Kensington’s Fire
Protection District had done in 1996 with Kensington’s then-independent fire department.

In this environment, a group of concerned citizens recalled that the 1996 decision by
the fire district to outsource fire services was a “done deal” before the vast majority of
Kensington residents even knew it was being considered. There was a strong sense that
outsourcing the police department was on the front burner with the KPPCSD board.
These citizens felt that outsourcing was such an important and complex issue that
residents needed to be made aware of the concerns and engaged in deciding on solutions
to the problems, lest they wake up one morning to learn they no longer had their own
police department.

Two goals were established: first, to ensure that any proposal to outsource Kensington’s
police department would be thoroughly investigated, and any contract for that purpose
carefully negotiated, with full transparency and the involvement and consent of the citi-
zens. And second, to find a way to put KPPCSD’s finances on a sound footing.

Addressing the first goal, a petition to the KPPCSD board was circulated, request-
ing a special election to vote on a proposed ordinance requiring majority approval
of the voters for any contract to outsource the police department. Over the course of
that summer, over 930 signatures were collected (almost a third of Kensington’s total
registered voters). The petition was presented to the board in August 2009. The County
Elections Office certified sufficient valid signatures, thus forcing the board to make two
choices.

Under California law, the board had only two permissible actions. It could call the
election, submitting the ordinance to the voters—that is, let them vote on whether they
should have the right to vote on outsourcing. Or the board could decide to adopt the
ordinance exactly as written in the petition. The board decided to adopt the ordinance
directly, to avoid the expense of an election. California law also mandates that which-
ever choice the board made, the adopted ordinance could only be amended or repealed
by a vote of the people.

Turning to the financial challenge, analyses performed by KPPCSD board mem-
bers showed that without additional revenue, the district would continue to eat into its
reserves, eventually requiring drastic reductions in police services. Encouraged by the
results of a telephone survey of community opinion, the board placed Measure G on the
2010 ballot, calling for a parcel tax of $200 per residential parcel, indexed for inflation.
Voters approved the measure.

Measure G has resulted in improved financial stability. In four of the six years since
Measure G took effect, the district has had fiscal surpluses, with a cumulative surplus
for the six-year period of $213,000. Instead of drawing down reserves, the district is
building them.

So what of the ordinance adopted in 2009? In a nutshell, the ordinance does not pro-
hibit outsourcing the police department; it simply requires voter approval of any contract
to outsource all or a substantial part of the department, or any resolution by the board
for the district to give up its police protection and law enforcement powers. Absent the
ordinance, a simple majority of the five-member board could take these actions.

In 2015, a legal opinion by the district’s then-lawyers cast doubt on the enforceabil-
ity of the ordinance (the legality of its adoption was not questioned), concluding it was
“likely” unenforceable. Other lawyers who have looked at the question disagree. Ulti-
mately that question can only be resolved in court, should it become necessary.

In a practical sense the initiative ordinance already has accomplished part of what its
proponents hoped to achieve—a better-informed electorate that is more aware that this
important question is being actively considered. One hopes the community will continue
to pay close attention.

_ JOHN DEY,
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Wildfires. Earthquakes. Emergencies.
Be Prepared.

By Maya Churi

Recent wildfires in the North Bay—where people had so little time to evacuate—
offered an important lesson for Kensington residents. It’s up to each and every one of us
to talk to our families and neighbors about what to do in the event of a wildfire, earth-
quake, or other emergency— especially if we have a child or elderly family member who
stays home alone. Who will evacuate them if they are alone when an evacuation order is
given? Where should they go?

Kensington is broken up into six coordinated Community Emergency Response Team
areas. Each area has its own CERT coordinator and each block has its own block captain
who can provide you with information on how to get prepared. If you don’t know who
your block captain is, contact your area coordinator. If your block doesn’t have a captain,
reach out to your coordinator and volunteer. Coordinator email addresses can be found
here: http:/www.el-cerrito.org/579/Area-Coordination

Below are a few tips Paul Moss and Ron Shiromoto put together for their block:

1. Have two lists, one to be used if given only a few minutes to evacuate vs. a one-
hour-plus list. Know the locations of items on the lists.

2. Pick a friend or relative away from your home to evacuate to. Let immediate friends
or relatives know this location. Phones may not work.

3. Each household should make an attempt to check on the neighbors on both sides to
ensure they are aware of the situation.

4. Households with children or elderly home alone should make arrangements with
several neighbors to ensure that they can be helped to safety.

5. Have an evacuation kit (e.g., water, first aid, personal meds, extra clothes, etc.) in
your car or home packed and ready to go.

6. Consider that you may not be able to evacuate in your car and may have to walk to
safety. Those with wheelchairs should carry a folding wheelchair in their cars.

7. List radio stations to obtain latest news: KCBS (740AM), KQED (88.5FM), FPFB
(89.3 FM), KSOL (Spanish) (98.9FM), 1610 AM (emergency info only). Monitor your
phone for reverse 911 calls.

8. During periods of high fire danger, consider parking your car with the front end
pointing out to avoid extra maneuvering onto a potentially crowded street if ordered to
evacuate.

9. Have an evacuation plan for your pets. Who will evacuate them if you are not home?

10. Sign up for emergency alerts for both the Alameda and Contra Costa County
Offices of Emergency Services disaster alerts.

http:/www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/2269/Emergency-Information

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/EmergencyAlerting/

https:/local.nixle.com/register/

Garden Party
...from back page

that old fedora, shake out your favorite fringe, or just put on your little black dress and
join our community in a nightlong celebration.

Advance tickets are on sale now for $60 at kensingtonhilltop.org/gardenparty/, or you
can pick them up at the door for $75.

While you wait for the big night, don’t forget to shop the online auction Nov. 1-8,
when a whole list of goods and services donated by local businesses, such as beauty
treatments, exercise classes, home services, movie passes, and restaurant and store gift
certificates, will be open to bidding. You needn’t be present at the Garden Party to shop
online, so if you can’t come dance the night away, be sure to shop the online auction at
kensingtonhilltop.org/gardenparty.

MORTUARY - CEMETERY - CREMATORY
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN

Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs

inset view

Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions

CENTRALLY LOCATED IN
THE EL CERRITO HILLS,
OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES,

SERVICES AND FACILITIES
F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111

101 COLUSA AVE.

Located At The Top Of
Fairmount Ave.

- EL CERRITO -

Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate... Locally/Owned|&|Operated

The Perfect Holiday Gift!

Centennial Edition of
Kensington Past and Present
is now available!

The most cost-effective way to
get the book is to join KIC ($5)
and get the new book at the
discounted fee of $10—
special to members only

until December 31.

To join the Kensington
Improvement Club, email
% KICpost@gmail.com

or call 510-524-7514.
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Kensington Calendar

Locations:

Arlington Community Church (ACC),
52 Arlington Ave., 526-9146

Kensington Community Center, 59
Arlington Ave., 525-0292

Kensington Library, 61 Arlington
Ave., 524-3043

Unitarian Universalist Church of
Berkeley (UUCB), 1 Lawson Rd.,
Kensington, 525-0302, www.uucb.
org

Ongoing:

M/W/F Jazzercise with Kevin
Knickerbocker, Monday Wednes-
day, Fridays, ACC, 8:15am. Come
jazz it up with friends--move your
body to the groove, have some fun
and get stronger.

Tues/Thurs Body Sculpting with
Kevin Knickerbocker, ACC,
8:45am. Want a more toned, stron-
ger body? If so, come try body
sculpting--it really works!

Mindful Yoga with Wendy Becker-
man, Tuesdays, 9:15am, ACC. Feel
more present, centered, and relaxed
in your body and your life, just as
they are. Guidance emphasizes
moment-to-moment awareness
through basic yoga postures,
breathing practices, relaxation
and meditation in a supportive
environment. Bring a yoga mat. $18
drop-in or discount for series.

Acrylic Artists, 9:45-12:30pm,
Wednesday, Community Center.
Self-directed artists come together
in a beautiful building with good
light to paint together. Easels pro-
vided. Friendly group.

Tai Chi Chuan, 9:30-10:30am Fri-
days, Community Center, $10

November 1 Kensington Unit of the
League of Women Voters Are you
interested in civilized conversation
about current events? Join us at

Temple Beth Sholom in San Lean-

dro, a lecturer at St. Mary’s College,

and an author. He has a doctorate
on the New Testament and Chris-
tian Origins. “Why I love Sukkot.”
9:30am. Free. UUCB.

November 5 Free Screening: From
a Silk Cocoon. The Social Justice
Council of the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Berkeley invites you to
join us for a free screening of From a
Silk Cocoon, followed by Q&A with
filmmaker Satsuki Ina, immigration
lawyer Laura Craig, and Zahra Billoo,
Executive Director of the Council
of American-Islamic Relations. The
film tells the story of Ina’s parents, a

Japanese American couple incarcerated

in Tule Lake internment camp. Their
story connects DACA youth and the
undocumented and the possibility of
a Muslim registry. Filmmaker Ina is a
psychotherapist, working with com-

munity trauma patients. Doors open at
2:30pm, film screens at 3. UUCB,; free,
tickets required for head count: https:/

silkcocoonuucb.eventbrite.com
November 6 Kensington Library

Knitting Club “The Castoffs” All

levels welcome. Please bring your
own needles and yarn. We will
provide support, encouragement
and help. Learn new stitches, share
your talents, and meet new friends.
Normally meets on the 1st Monday
of the month. 6:30 pm. Free.
November 6 & 20 Kensington
Library’s Digital Docent will
answer your eReader and digi-
tal library questions every other
Monday by appointment at 1pm.

This one-on-one 60-minute appoint-

ment is intended for people seeking
assistance with eBooks and eRead-
ers. Sign up onsite at Info Desk.
Please bring your device. This
appointment is free.

Love as a Pilgrimage.” 9:30am.
Free. UUCB.

November 18 Mystery writers Judith

Newton and Amy Peele at AAUW
WCC Meeting Judith Newton,
Professor Emeritus in Women and
Gender Studies at UC Davis, will
discuss her book, OINK: A Food
for Thought Mystery. It involves
women in academia, a poisoning at
the campus hog yard, and recipes.
Amy Peele, an RN with a 35-year
career in organ transplantation at
University of Chicago and Director
of Transplant Clinical Operations
at UCSF, will talk about her humor-
ous book, Cut: A Medical Murder
Mpystery. Christ Lutheran Church,
780 Ashbury St., El Cerrito. 10am,
free. All welcome.

November 19 Rev. Kristin Grassel

Schmidt, UUCB’s Senior Co-Min-
ister, longtime UU member, mother,
singer, and Star Trek enthusiast.

A mother of two, Rev Kristin will
share some of her thoughts and
experiences in “Holy Chaos: Spiri-
tuality in Parenting.” 9:30am. Free.
UUCB.

November 20 Memoir Group 10am,

ACC. Free Monthly Memoir Group
led by Ruth Robinson in the Fireside
Room.

November 24 Bridge Night 6pm,

ACC. Monthly potluck and bridge
play at all levels for ACCers and
new guests.

November 26 Dr. Richard Stromer,

longtime student of mythology as

a pathway for psychological and
spiritual development. He has a doc-
torate in Mythological Studies from
Pacifica Graduate Institute, home

of the Joseph Campbell Library and
Archives. “Joseph Campbell and
the Religious Function of Myth,”
9:30am. Free. UUCB.

v

Town
Meetings

Kensington Community Center
59 Arlington Ave., Kensington

KCC-Nov 6, Kensington
Community Council 1st Mon-
days, 6:30pm. 525-0292

FKL-Nov 7, Friends of the
Kensington Library, 6:30pm
(at the Library) Ist Tuesdays

KPSC-Nov 13, Kensington
Public Safety Council Earth-
quake/Disaster Preparedness
2nd Mondays, 6pm. 501-8165

KARO/ECHO-Amateur Radio
Operators 2nd Mondays of
odd months, 7:30pm. 524-9815

KFPD-Nov 8, Fire Protec-
tion District 2nd Wednes-
days, 7pm. 527-8395

KPPCSD-Nov 16, Police
Protection and Community
Services District 2nd & 4th
Thursdays 7:30pm. 526-4141

KIC-Nov 27, Kensington
Improvement Club 4th Mon-
days, 7:30pm. 524-7514.

KMAC (Tent.)-Nov 28, Munici-
pal Advisory Council Last
Tues. 7pm. (Call Supe. Gioia’s
office to confirm: 231-8691)

Kensington Farmers’ Market
Live produce & live music every
Sunday, 10am-2pm, Colusa Circle.

Th
Professional
Tree Care Company

1:15pm at 21 Camelot Court. 527- November 7, 14, 21 & 28 Family Sto- November 26 Tree Lighting at

Caring for trees since 1978.

1332.

November 2 Women’s Fellow-
ship, ACC, 6pm. Free to all who
would like to join us. Monthly
potluck supper and program for
ACC women and guests. Open to
all. More details for this month’s

programming TBA. See website for

more.

November 2, 9, 16 & 30 Baby &
Toddler Storytime Stories, songs,
puppets, egg-shakers and loads of
fun! Kensington Library, Two iden-
tical sessions 10:15am & 11:15am.
Free.

November 4 CERT training with
Dave Gibson of the El Cerrito
Fire Department. ACC, 8am-
S5pm. The Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) teaches
neighbors to help themselves and
help each other. Through CERT,
you will receive hands-on train-
ing in Disaster First Aid, Disaster
Preparedness, Basic Firefighting,
Light Search and Rescue, Damage
Assessment, and How to Turn Off
Utilities. Those interested in learn-
ing more about CERT can do so
by taking an online distant learn-
ing course through Citizen Corps.
Please go to “Learn more about
CERT.”

November 5 Rabbi Harry Manhoff,
a superfan and collector of comic
books, is a Congregational Rabbi at

rytime Lots of picture books, songs,
rhymes, and fun! Stuffed animals

& pajamas welcome. Kensington
Library, 6:30pm. Free.

November 9 El Cerrito Garden Club

Fundraiser Two Jeannes from the
Shibui Arrangers Guild will pres-
ent “Art with Flowers.” The floral
designs demonstrated by Jeanne
Walker and Jeanne O’Hair will be
raffled off at the end of the program.
In addition there will be bountiful
tea table refreshments, a plant sale, a
silent auction, and a white elephant
sale. Meet at the El Cerrito Com-
munity Center (7007 Moeser Lane)
at 9:30am for socializing, the plant
sale, silent auction and refreshments.
The floral arranging program at
llam. Members free; guests $7.

November 11 Garden Party Fund-

raiser for enrichment programs at
Kensington Hilltop. See story on
page 4.

November 12 Jeanne Foster, UU min-

ister, UUCB Worship Associate and
Choir member. She is also Professor
Emerita of English Literature and
Creative Writing at Saint Mary’s
College, co-editor of Appetite: Food
as Metaphor, an anthology of poems
by women (BOA), a poet and author
of several books, the latest of which
are Goodbye, Silver Sister and The
Living Theater: Selected Poems of
Bianca Tarozzi. “Doing What You

Colusa Circle 5pm. See page 4.

November 27 Kensington Library

Book Club Discussion of Ship of
Fools by Katherine Anne Porter.
Book Club meets on the 4th Monday
of the month. 6:30pm. Free.

Our services range from consultation
through all aspects of tree health care and
removal. We have a 100% recycle policy
for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510-549-3954 or 888-335- TREE

JAZZERCISE KENSINGTON

Jazzercise Kensington has moved to
Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Avenue, Kensington.

We have a beautiful large room with hardwood floors
and lots of large windows. We also have added classes.
Monday thru Friday, 8:15 a.m.: low impact aerobics.
Tuesday and Thursday, 9:15 a.m.: strength class.
Come by and try a class for free. Bring a mat and weights
if you have them. If not, we have some to share.
Hope to see you at class soon.
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Classified Ads

ACCESS EXPERTISE IN TECHNOLOGY:
Ask Liam! Draw on vast experience solv-
ing electronics troubles. A Kensington resi-
dent, I’ve been helping locals with services by
appointment for years. Apple, Android, MS
Windows; Wireless, Internet, Security, Phones, Tab-
lets...510-228-2280 AccessXpertise@gmail.com

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING.
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood res-
toration, color consultation. License #721226.
Kensington references. 655-9267 for free estimate.

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses!
Top quality, int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting
finish, Sr. discount, fully ins., Lic. 639300,
free est, see display ad inside. 232-3340

COLLECTIONS OF U.S. & WORLD-
WIDE STAMPS & STAMP COLLECTIONS
WANTED. Revenues & Locals. New & used.
Smaller & larger quantities. Please contact to
arrange a meeting and/or viewing. Call 510-
529-9033 or e-mail: donaldsellis@yahoo.com .

COMPUTER COURAGE was founded
in Kensington and helps you in your home
or office with any computer problems. Mac
or PC, viruses, training, backup and more.
(510) 525-2226 or info@computercourage.

DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR - Kensington

s \

Computers  vacs pcs, }
tamed and tuned. iPads & more -
Setup & Repair ® Business & Home ‘
Great local references ® We come to you

May Technology ¢ maytc.come 932-4021

COMPANY, LLC

‘1&2. A.FLOWERS

Comprehensive
Personal Financial Planning
&

Investment Management

fee-only
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®

Kensington Resident

(510) 868-2648

2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

area resident with 40+ yrs experience in residential
remodeling/renovation, specializing in handicap
accessibility. New kitchen? Add a second bath-
room? In-law unit addition? Lots of local references.
Learn more at: Yelp or www.baywoodbuilding.
com/work.html - Call Robert at 510-798-5808

DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MAN-
AGEMENT for your additions, remodels and
major upgrades by retired architect/builder.
Also home repairs. Call Rob 510-717-4037

EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL - Kensing-
ton References. Interior/Exterior. Senior Discounts.
Reasonable rates. Free Estimate. Call Rafael at
510-459-6431 or email: rafael.estrada@att.net

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit.
Sensible, lasting workmanship by 3rd gen-
eration fine furniture maker, Huttonio
Brooks. 526-4749. www.huttonio.com

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR - Kitch-
ens & baths, expert home repairs, painting,
waterproofing. Reliable. Lic#606634
Thomas Cuniff Construction 415-378-2007

LOOKING FOR HEALTH COACHING?
Try the natural way. Wellness Management Con-
sultants. Call 510-525-3529. Get started today.

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience
in home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors,

The

Company C/

Waterproofing ® Decks ® Doors
Windows ® Repairs ® Remodels

5 10—524—4044 License

www.danlynchco.com #867877

Elite Car Service

Long-term Kensington resident
providing reliable and courteous
transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports
as well as transportation around town.

» Call Tim
at

(510) 926-0121
TCP: 28594

windows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks,
fencing. Framing through finish. Large or small
jobs. Local resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051

PERSONAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT - Excellent management and organi-
zational skills. Dynamic professional woman
- 51 years young - looking to work withgood
people. Lives in Kensington. 510-679-3029

PETER the PAINTER-Fall Special!
Get a free estimate from a Kensing-
ton favorite. Int/Ext Lic. Ins. 510 575-3913

PIANO LESSSONS for all ages and levels! Enjoy
playing as you learn from pianist and award win-
ning composer, Nancie Kester: 510-524-1485.
Free introductory lesson. Berk./Kens. border

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Qual-
ity Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave.
Learn more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Con-
tact: nan@nanphelps.com or phone 528-8845.

SKILLED CARPENTER - Local contractor
since 1975 — small jobs: doors, windows, drywall,
interior or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626.
Senior discount. Jim Allen 510-526-4399

THANKSGIVING FLORAL ARRANGE-
MENTS available from D’Jour Floral ofKens-
ington Gardens. To place an order or book
a consultation call Judy at 510-525-7232See
our display ad for further information.

WINDOW CLEANING - 30 years in the

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.
|

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Interior and exterior
* Waterproofing
* Renovation and restoration

EPA certified painters
* All work guaranteed

510.654.3339

www.omnipainting.com

biz. Homes or commercial. Free estimate.
References available. Call Cathe at 510-
524-9185 or email: cathed@sbcglobal.net

WINE COLLECTOR - Looking for prop-
erly stored wines. California Cabernets, French
Bordeaux, Burgundies, Champagne and more.
Please contact Daniel. PH 510-273-2413.

Light the tree! Nov 26, 5pm, Colusa Circle

LICENSE #721226

AURORA

PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
WATERPROOF COATINGS
WOOD RESTORATION
COLOR CONSULTATION
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
BONDED * INSURED
KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

510:655-9267

www.aurora-painting.com

/—““[’]““—\
IF0NUUOOD

ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION
Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening
Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls
Drainage e Remodels o Additions
Leak Investigations
Property Purchase Inspections

510.524.8058

www.lronwoodEngineering.com

\ License B444427 /

yRASY

Py;gL

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED ALTERNATIVE
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS.
RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL * TRASH REMOVAL
OVERGROWN VEGETATION CLEARING » QUALITY WORK
(510) 367-5695
WWW.TRASHPATROL.COM

;al 510
wdisl PG

BRIDGE
PAINTING

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
Interior * Exterior

Careful Preparation
for a Lasting Finish!

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340

Insured PL & PD ° State Lic.#639300

KENSINGTON
DEYLIVERY

- A New Com/mwtwt)/ Sevvice -
e A delivery service for
community residents.

e Sponsored by community-based
businesses.

e Customized same-day
deliveries to your doorstop.

e Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting~

6 UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Church of Berkeley

Growing in love and justice

SUNDAY MORNINGS
Adult faith development at 9:30
Worship at 11:00
Children’s classes at 11:00

525-0302

1 Lawson Road in Kensington
(follow the signs from Arlington & Moeser)

Www.uuch.org

Get Home Again

If Lost, Get Quickly Found

pet microchipping today
for l‘ for more information.
greater peace 510.528.0797
of mind. www.kensingtonvethospital.com

Call Dr. Phimister

510-658-0940

.o ot
PETITE

Pet Sitting

Insured & Bonded

petitepetsitting.com

Daily Visits
Overnight Care
Dog Walking
Pet Taxi

FRAUD?

Look out for fake genealogy sites on the Internet. These scam sites pull infor-

mation from public databases to make it look like they have lots of information

about you and your lineage. They lure you into signing up so they can steal your

personal information — and your identity.

It’s a good idea to research the site before you sign up. Do an internet search

on the site name with “reviews” and “scams” and see what comes up.

Be a fraud fighter! Ifyou can spot a scam, you can stop a scam.
Report scams to local law enforcement. Contact the AARP Fraud Watch

Network at www.aarp.org/fraudwatchnetwork for more information on fraud

prevention.




