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Whitney Mallenby holds kids—and a collection of stuffed animals—spellbound. Photo by Melanie McCallum

Kids enjoy reading to Izzy.

NOVEMBER 2015

By  Linnea  Due

-­

New Children’s Librarian 
Loves her Job

 
New KPD Scandal Erupts; 
Investigations Follow

See back page & related story, page 6 see KPD, page 2 

By  Linnea  Due

-­

-­

OUTLOOK

-­

Bringing the Community Together

Librarian 
...from front page
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KENSINGTON

REAL ESTATE MARKET 
SNAPSHOT 

As of October 1, 2015

GThe GRUBB Co.  

Based on information from the East Bay Regional MLS as of October 
1st, 2015. All data, including all measurements and calculations of 
area, is obtained from various sources and has not been, and will not be, 
verified by broker or MLS. All information should be independently 
reviewed and verified for accuracy. Properties may or may not be listed 
by the office/agent presenting the information.

 5Available Listings   
Average list price: $525. per sq. ft.  
Average days on the market: 15

5 Pending   
Average list price: $486 per sq. ft.   
Average days on the market: 14

14 Sold  
Average list price: $457 per sq. ft.  
Average sales price: $521 per sq. ft.
Average days on the market:19

Ruth Frassetto, CRS
Over 35 years of experience you can count on.

510.652.2133/414  
 rfrassetto@grubbco.com

R   E   A   L   T   O   R   S
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CALL FOR MORE DETAILS OR TO TALK ABOUT REAL ESTATE!

  

The leaves of the white birch sing.
November chorus.

Then comes the green bin.
Haiku - Maggie Resnick

SALE PENDING ~ 6 offers
142 Lawson Rd. Listed at $949,000

SALE PENDING ~ 5 offers
188 Highland Blvd. Listed at $795,000

SALE PENDING ~ 2 offers
220 Willamette Ave.  Listed at $875,000

RECENTLY SOLD! ~7 offers
123 St. Albans Rd. Listed at $839,000

KENSINGTON MARKET UPDATE

East Bay Specialists serving Albany   Berkeley   
El Cerrito   Kensington   Oakland   Richmond

MarvinGardensEastBay
Instagram@Marvin-­Gardens-­East-­Bay

Bay  Area  Green  Business

524.0800

  

SCHOOL TOURS:
Monday, November 2, 8:30 a.m. •  Tuesday, December 1, 8:30 a.m.
INFORMATION NIGHT: Tuesday, November 17, 6:30 p.m.

Reservations required—Please call 510-526-4744 or visit our website at: www.themadeleine.com
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D’Jour Floral 
of Kensington
wants to share in your 

holiday celebration with a 
seasonal bouquet or arrangement 

for your table.

To place an order or to book a consultation
for your special event, call 510-525-7232 

or email: antiquesdjour@aol.com

To place an floral order online for 
local delivery you may contact me via

www.elcerritoflowershop.com 

Have a loved one out of town? 
You may use this website to send flowers 

for delivery anywhere in the US and Canada.

Order your flowers early for delivery 1–2 days
before Thanksgiving to have a fresh floral

arrangement designed just for you. Or, pick up
a fresh seasonal bouquet or table arrangement

by D’Jour at COLUSA MARKET or at 
THE COUNTRY CHEESE COMPANY.

P

  

K E N S I N G T O N

O U T L O O K
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PU B L I S H E R  

KENSINGTON  COMMUNITY  COUNCIL
59  Arlington  Ave.

Kensington,  CA  94707-­1307
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www.KensingtonOutlook.com   
AboutKensington.com

Editorial………...... . .510-­525-­0292

Advertising………………510-­508-­3241

Classified  Advertising

-­
www.KensingtonOutlook.com

Mail:

  

December   Advertising   Deadline   Nov.   8  
December   Editorial   Deadline      Nov.   10

The   Kensington   Community   Council   is   dedi-­
cated  to  the  improvement,  development,  and  edu-­
cation   of   the   community,   and   to   the   promotion  
of   social   welfare   in   Kensington.   It   enriches   the  
community  by  providing  educational  and  recre-­
ational  programs  for  all  ages  and  by  publishing  
the   Outlook,   a   monthly   newsletter   that   covers  
local  events  and  issues.

KCC   also   provides   a   forum   for   all   Kensington  
community  groups   to  meet  and  coordinate   their  
respective  efforts  toward  the  common  good  of  the  
community.  

The   opinions   expressed   in     
are   those  of   the  contributors,  and  do  not  neces-­
sarily   represent   the   opinion   of   the ,   its  
editor,   or   the   publisher,   the   Kensington   Com-­
munity  Council.  Residents   are   invited   to   submit  
letters   on  matters   of   interest   to   the   community.  
Letters  must  be   signed  and   include   the  author’s  
address   and   phone   number   (address   and   phone  
will   not   be   published).   Publication   is   subject   to  
space   limitations   and   the   editor’s   discretion.  
Letters   of   250   or   fewer   words   are   preferred.  
One   letter  per  person,  per   issue.  Obituaries   for  
Kensington  residents  are  published  at  no  charge.  
E-­mail  preferred  to  

PLEASE  NOTE:  Modern   digital   customs   call  
for   one   space,   rather   than   the   traditional   two,  
after  all  periods.  

-­

Outlook  

New KPD Scandal 
...from  front  page
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KASEP

Community Education
  

 
KASEP

-­

-­
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Registration
KCC/KASEP  Office:  

Tennis  Court  Reservations:

Kensington  Community  Center  Ren
tal  Info:

  

KCC Annual 
Fund Drive
THANK  YOU    
GENEROUS  DONORS!  

$100

-­

  

  

  

Up  to  $50

  

  

-­

  

Up  to  $25

  

   
Acrylic Artists

Jazzercise
GET  BACK  INTO  BEING  FIT!

CRUSH UP TO 800 CALORIES IN 60 MINUTES
DANCE    FUSION STRENGTH CORE
  

Body  Sculpting  
  

  
  

  

Basketball Passing Relay - New Skills

Master Chefs Enjoying their Homemade Scones

Huff and Puff and Blow the Paint 
Around - Kinder Art

Puppeteers

Get Your Creativity Flowing in KASEP PotteryStitching a Custom Designed Purse,  
KASEP Sewing Class
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Dena  Fredric:  Great  Voice,  Great  Heart  

-­

  
Andrew  J.  Ream  

  

-­

-­

  
  

  

  
Movie  Night  a  Success

The  Princess  Bride

 
  

Dara  Royer  Named  to  New  Job    

-­

-­

  
  

Ruth Frassetto, CRS
Over thirty-!ve years of experience you can count on.

510.652.2133/414  
 rfrassetto@grubbco.com

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs. 

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.  

GThe GRUBB Co.  
R   E   A   L   T   O   R   S

If you are considering selling in the Spring? Now is the time to start planning.  
Do you wish to know the value of your home in this market?  Give me a call. 

All appointments are con)dential and complimentary.

Market UpdateG

Shown by Appointment   

110 Ardmore Road, Kensington
Handsome 4+BR/3.5BA traditional. Prime 
location. Completely rebuilt & expanded in 

2002. Stunning kitchen looks to lovely gardens.
Originally offered at $1,585,000

289 Grizzly Peak Rd. Kensington
Fabulous 4+BR/3.5BA home near Tilden Park & 

Hilltop School. Designed around private courtyard. 
Remodeled in 2002. Separate office/guest suite. 

Offered at $1,298,000

940 Leneve Place El Cerrito Hills
Private 3+BR/2BA retreat with stunning 

regional park views. Modern artistic design. 
Beautiful gardens.

 Offered at $980,000

 Just Sold!  Pending 
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Neighborhood Notes

Photos by Marty Westby
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32ND ANNUAL  
KENSINGTON HILLTOP FUNDRAISER

The  Garden  Party

BENEFITING THE KENSINGTON EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Our thanks to Ruth Frassetto & Grubb Co. Realtors

for their generous support!

Featuring

 

 

Visit our website:

KENSINGTONHILLTOP.ORG/GARDENPARTY

 

NOVEMBER 21ST AT 5PM
MIRA VISTA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB

7901 CUTTING BOULEVARD, EL CERRITO

  

  
Rain  or  Shine,  the  Fiddler’s  at  the  Circle  

-­

-­

-­

-­

  
Police  Options  Committee  to  Hold  January  Forum

-­

-­

Outlook.  

  
Grizzly  Peak  Fly  Fishers’  Trout  in  the  Classroom  Program

Photo by Elisabeth Cornu



 K E N S I N G T O N  O U T L O O K                                                                                                                       November 2015Page 6

Celebrate Fifty Years of the Kensington Library 

DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING
Deys: 610–4638 Evenings: 233–1848

JOHN DEY,
Owner

13 Years Experience

Excellent 
References

JohnCDey@Gmail.com

Growing Light Montessori Schools
www.growinglight.net

BridgeK / Kindergarten / 1st Grade
Preparation – Readiness – Mastery

Ages 4.6 – 7 years

52 Arlington Avenue • Kensington, CA 94707 • (510) 527-1278
Private School Affidavit: 0761966142277

Emotional Nurturance • Social Integrity • Diverse Community 
Creative Expression • Academic Excellence • Spanish Immersion

We invite you and your child to experience our classroom and meet our teachers.

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, November 14, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Kensington Fine Foods

w w w . K E N S I N GTO N F I N E FO O D S . c o m
285 Arlington Avenue (inside Young’s Market) •  526 -9858

KFF
Specialty Meats • Fish • Deli • Catering
Your local family source for natural, organic & sustainable.

Visit us to help plan & reserve 
your Holiday Feast!

Call Dr. Phimister 
today 

for more information.
510 .528 .0797

www.kensingtonvethospital.com

Get Home Again
pet microchipping 

for 
greater peace 

of mind.

If Lost, Get Quickly Found

Namaste and welcome to Delhi Diner. Your dining 
experience with us is assured to define itself by 
authenticity, excellent service, delectable cuisine and 
a receptive, warm and welcoming ambiance. 
We look forward to making your visit memorable.

We offer free parking during dinner behind the Citibank building 
and we proudly offer indoor and outdoor catering services.

1373 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 • www.Delhidiner.net
Call for reservations at 510.528.5000

Now also offering completely Gluten Free Entreés from South India! 

Masala Dosa  • Uttapam  • Idli Sambhar
Home delivery available. Please call 510-528-5000 for details.

Live classicalIndian musicevery Friday

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

CAFÉ & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707

(510 ) 596 -9935

M–F: 7AM - 5PM WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE.

SEMIFREDDI’S

Marc A. Dronkers
Insurance Broker  •  PERSONAL & BUSINESS SPECIALIST

! 34 years experience
! Homeowners/Auto Packages
! Agents for ENCOMPASS, Hartford, Safeco, Chubb & Fireman’s Fund

YOUR RELIABLE SOURCE FOR QUALITY COVERAGE

266 Grand Avenue, Suite 230  •  Oakland, CA 94610

510-433-4207 • mdronkers@aol.com • CA Dept. of Insurance • License #0358590

Crist, Fritschi & Paterson, Inc.
• Insurance Agents and Brokers since 1937 •

MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY 
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN

Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs

Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN 
THE EL CERRITO HILLS, 

OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES, 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES

101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of 

Fairmount Ave.
• EL CERRITO •

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111
Locally Owned & Operated

  
  

-­

-­

-­

-­

Kensington,  Past  and  Present.

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

-­

Face-painting was popular at the KCC’s annual 
parade, Oct. 18. Photo by Marty Westby
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KCC-­November  2,

  

FKL-­November  3,    Friends  of  
the  Kensington  Library,

  

Ad  Hoc  Committee-­November  
5,

KPSC-­November  9,  Kensington  
Public  Safety  Council   -­

KARO/ECHO-­Amateur  Radio  
Operators  

KFPD-­November  11, -­
  

KPPCSD-­November  12,  
  

KIC-­November  23,

KMAC  (Tent.)-­November  24,  
Municipal  Advisory  Council

KPOA    
  

Kensington  Farmers’  Market  

Kensington  Community  Center
59  Arlington  Ave.,  Kensington  

Town Meetings 

Kensington Calendar 

  

Garden Party Celebrates the Bay 
Area—and Kensington Elementary
 

This year’s Kensington Education Foundation Garden Party features the wealth 
of opportunities in the Bay Area. The party at the Mira Vista Country Club on 
November 21 raises funds to ensure that art and music, computer and science 
lab, and reading and math intervention remain available to Kensington Elemen-
tary students. 
  

The 32nd annual party theme is “Celebrating the Bay Area’s Bounty.” Three raf!es will take place 

throughout the evening: prizes include four Park Hopper passes to Disneyland; more than two 

dozen bottles of wine; or a wheelbarrow packed with all the makings of a fully stocked home bar. 

The band, Coyotes Interrupt Us, will play throughout the evening, joined by a Hilltop teacher who 

will make a surprise guest appearance. The army of volunteers that work all summer and fall to 

pull off this event has thought of everything—but won’t let on about this year’s traditional mystery 

welcome cocktail. Food will feature scrumptious standbys like stuffed baby potatoes, spanako-

pita, and many vegetarian options.

The evening’s main events are the live and silent auctions. Hundreds of items appeal to all 

interests, budgets, and tastes. Up this year for bid during the live auction is a chance to tour the 

Sacramento Kings’ arena before its grand opening or to try your hand as a morning producer of 

Alice Radio, 97.3 KLLC. Keith McLane of KLM Auctions is this year’s event auctioneer. Bidding is 

already underway on many items through the online catalog. Garden party chair Kim Keller says 

it’s exciting to see healthy competition over items in the catalog, which has grown into a robust 

online sale during the past two years. “It’s great to see so many people log on in support of our 

school,” Keller says. 

Tickets are available at kensingtonhilltop.org/gardenparty. Come at 5pm, stay ‘til 11! Donations 

are still being accepted. If you or your business would like to donate, email Kim Keller keller-

kim19@gmail.com. —Christina Procopiou

Ongoing  Low  Impact  Jazzercise,

Ongoing  Body  Sculpting,
-­

Ongoing  Acrylic  Artist,  

November  1  Lee  Lawrence,  

-­

November  1  Maybeck  Historic  Walk  

November  2  Kensington  Library  Knitting  
Club‚

-­

  
November  3  Best  of  Myth  at  the  Movies:  
American  Beauty.  

-­

November  3,  10,  17,  24  Family  Storytime.  

-­

  

November  4,  11,  18  Fuel  Reduction

November  5,  12,  19  Baby  &  Toddler  Story-­
time.

-­

  

November  7  Shredding  Event -­

November  7  Spanish  Bilingual  Storytime  

November  8  Ron  Shigeta  co-­founder,  
Berkeley  BioLabs

-­

November  12  El  Cerrito  Garden  Club  fun-­
draiser.  

-­

November  14  Pasta  Feed/Toy  Drive

-­

November  15  Pat  LaDouceur,  MFT.  

Stress-­Free  Holidays:  
simple  shifts  you  can  make  keep  your  
spirits  up  when  life  gets  crazy.

November  16  Travel  Lecture,  Armchair  
Travel  to  Laos.

LAW OFFICE OF 
DORIS E. MITCHELL

(510) 525-8282
10329 San Pablo Avenue • El Cerrito, CA • 94530

www.dorisemitchell.com

Doris E. Mitchell, 
LLM TAX

Attorney at Law

!
Practice Areas:

Wills  •  Trusts 
• Conservatorship •

• Business Succession •
• Probate •

GLORIA R.E.
INVESTMENT, LLC

We take pride in the quality 
of services we offer.

For more infomation, please call:
Ruben Leon at 510.558.3341

We specialize in solving complicated
real estate matters for people.

• Sell inherited property quickly. 
• Unload rental property with 

problematic renters. 
• Relocate to another area. 
• Liquidate assets. 
• Help with late mortgage payments 

or possible foreclosure. 
• Job transfer–relocations.
• Need expensive fire damage 

or mold repairs?

Mon–Fri 8-6; Sat 8-5
235 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito • 524-4622

Cappuccino   •   Espresso   •   Fine Pastries
Specializing in European Style 

Sausages, Meats, Cheeses

Large selection of German and British products.
German Beer on Tap  •  Wine by the Glass

Delicious made-to-order Sandwiches

  November  17  Berkeley  Garden  Club  
Lecture  Program,  

-­

November  18  KFPD  Board  meeting  

-­

November  20,  22  Contra  Costa  Chorale,  

November  21  Paranormal  Experiences    

November  21  International  Library  Game  
Day.  

November  22  Joel  Ben-­Izzy,

-­

November  23  Kensington  Library  Book  
Club   Narrow  Road  to  the  
Deep  North,  

November  29  Kendra  Smith,  psycholo-­
gist,  trainer  and  coach

-­
-­

  



 K E N S I N G T O N  O U T L O O K                                                                                                                       

  

DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MAN-
AGEMENT 

  

EXPERIENCED AIDE 
 

EX PERT COPY W R ITER/EDITOR/
PROOFREADER -­

  

EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL -­
  
  
 

FURNITURE:

   

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  CAROLINE!  

  
  

 
AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING.  

-­
-­
  

BRIDGE PAINTING

 

CHIMNEY REMOVAL AND REPAIR–
-­

-­
 

COMPUTER COURAGE -­
-­

  

DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR -­

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR

 

MASTER CARPENTER. 

 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT.

  

PETER the PAINTER - FALL SPECIAL! 

 

PIANO LESSONS FOR ALL AGES 

 

SKILLED CARPENTER

  
 

SKILLED NURSING AND/OR CARE-
GIVER

  

THANKSGIVING   FLORAL   ARRANGE-­
MENTS   

-­
  
  

  

WINDOW CLEANING  
-­

  

www.bethelberkeley.org

Chanukah 
Bazaar

Sunday, November 22, 2015
11:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Holiday Shopping 
Fine Judaica  • Latke Lunch 
Gift Shop Open Mon.–Fri. 

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION BETH EL
1301 Oxford Street • Berkeley, CA 94709 

510·848·3988

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 ·655 ·9267
www.aurora-painting.com

SPITZLEY
CONSTRUCTION,

INC.
We Do:
• Planning & Design
• Remodel & Additions 
• Kitchens & Baths
• New Doors & Windows
• Decks 
• Structural Work
• Driveways & Walkways

Lic. #430620

call us at: 510-841-2185
www.spitzley.com

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

• A delivery service for 
community residents.

• Sponsored by community-based 
businesses.

• Customized same-day 
deliveries to your doorstop.

• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

The Dan
Lynch
Company
Waterproofing • Decks • Doors
Windows • Repairs • Remodels

510-524-4044
www.danlynchco.com

License 
#867877

Bookkeeping Assistance for Individuals and Business

• QuickBooks and Quicken Setup and Training
• Bill Paying Service
• Reconcile Bank Accounts and Credit Cards
• Track Investment Portfolio
• Budget Setup and Tracking
• Offer on-site and offsite service

Please call for 
FREE Initial Consult:

(510) 528-8411

Check out our 
website at:

btbookkeeping.com

D . A . F L O W E R S  
& C O M PA N Y,  L L C

Comprehensive 
Personal Financial Planning 

& 
Investment Management

fee-only 
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®

Kensington Resident
(510) 868-2648

2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

www.daflowersandcompany.com

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH 
OF BERKELEY

A place of love and justice

1 Lawson Road in Kensington 
(follow signs from Arlington & Moeser)

~SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP~
Services at 9 & 11 

Adult Education Hour at 10
Religious Education Classes at 11

www.uucb.org        525-0302

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE

BRIDGE
PAINTING

Careful Preparation 
for a Lasting Finish!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Interior • Exterior

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340
Insured PL & PD • State Lic. #639300

BEAUCAGE ENGINEERING0000009
Nick Beaucage, P.E. C80395

Full Service Structural Engineering 
& 

Structural Evaluations for 
Residential & 

Light Commercial

Please See our New Website 
www.BeaucageEngineering.com

(510) 685-2591 Cell
Nick@BeaucageEngineering.com

Elite Car Service
Long-term Kensington resident 
providing reliable and courteous 

transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports 

as well as transportation around town.

! Call Tim 
at 

(510) 926-0121
TCP: 28594

RICHARD SPENCER
• Plastering & General Contractor
• Stucco & Masonry 
• Waterproofing
• Window & Door Installation
• Structural Repair

Lic. B&C35 #491834 • Fully Insured

Best Local References
www.BerkeleyPlastering.com

15 Franciscan Way, Kensington
510-693-3127
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Classified Ads  

Tree & Shrub 
Service
(510) 525-8159

Ken Kirsch
certified arborist

Lic. #667903

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427


