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Clockwise, from top left: Plant sale, White Elephant Sale, Dad’s Club BBQ, the scene, the kids. 

see Carnival, Page 12… 

67th Hilltop Spring Carnival May 10
The 67th Annual 
Spring Carnival 
at Kensington 
Hilltop Elemen-
tary is Saturday, 
May 10th, from 
11am-3pm. 

There will be 
carnival activi-
ties for kids of all 
ages – including 
plasma car races, 
a crafts table, 
“Hair Feathers,” 
glitter tattoos, 
and more. 

Check out the 
plant sale, enter 
your best pie in 
the Pie Baking 
Contest (fruit, nut, 
dairy, or “student”), 
then take home a keepsake from 
the carnival photo booth. Win a 
delicious cake from the ever-
popular Cake Walk. (Thanks 
again to Ruth Frassetto for her 
generous sponsorship!) 

The Dad’s Club Grill will serve see Writ, Page 3… 

In October 2012, a Petition for Writ 
of Mandate and for Declaratory 
and Injunctive Relief was filed in 
the Superior Court of California, 
Contra Costa County, by former 
KPPCSD Director, Mari Metcalf, 
Esq. on behalf of plaintiffs, Leonard 
Schwartzburd, Schwartzburd’s wife, 
Dairlyn Chelette, Mabry Benson, 
Catherine De Neergaard, Metcalf’s 
husband, Jeffrey Koehler, Celia 
Concus, former KPPCSD Direc-
tor Cathie Kosel, Llewellyn Stan-
ton, and Eyleen Nadolny (treasurer 
of Kosel’s and Jim Hansen’s 2012 
KPPCSD campaign committee). 
(For unknown reasons, Koehler’s 
name was removed from the petition 
in November 2012, prior to its pre-
sentation to the KPPCSD Board in 
January 2013. Kosel said her name 
was removed along with Koehler’s 
because she “didn’t have time to par-
ticipate.”) De Neergaard’s name was 
removed in October 2013 – no 

tri-tip sandwiches, hotdogs, 
burgers, and veggie burgers. 
Carnival proceeds fund PTA-
sponsored school assemblies, 
and support the purchase of 
school supplies and emergency 
readiness kits for each Hilltop 
classroom.  

Writ Now Before 
Court of Appeal

The Carnival will fea-
ture the 32nd annual Quilt 
Raffle, benefiting Hilltop 
PTA – with a grand prize – 
a beautiful quilt, “Kensing-
ton Connections,” lovingly 

$200,000+ march billing $17,689 
february billing $36,313

Writ of Mandate Defense through March:KA-CHING!

Decision on anti-SLAPP  
Motion Expected by June 30
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Dream House ~ we see our
children climbing the pear tree

that’s not yet planted

Ratch & Carver - “Homeowner Haiku”

JUST LISTED ~ 257 TRINITY AVENUE, KENSINGTON

SOLD~10 WINDSOR AVENUE, KENSINGTON~6 OFFERS

www.marvingardens.com

CALL FOR DETAILS ~ 1010 CRAGMONT AVE, BERKELEY, #1
CALL FOR DETAILS ~ 1024 LENEVE PLACE, EL CERRITO

 

Letters to the EditorLetters to the Editor

may 2014

Dear Editor,

You reported the latest cost in the Police 
Board suit against homeowners is 
$140,000, paid to their ‘usual’ law firm, 
Hanson-Bridgett.  

Hanson-Bridgett was paid more than 
$160,000 for the Bay View fiasco, which 
resulted in a much higher rate increase for 
us than had been requested, subsequent 
Board chagrin, and their expensive and 
potentially disastrous yet ‘not-voted-on’ 
decision to not renew Bay View’s contract.  
It’s also the same law firm that charged 
unusual expenses cited in the Contra Costa 
County Grand Jury report that concluded 

Police Board  
‘Taken for Chumps’?

The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the contributors, and do not 
necessarily represent the opinion of The Outlook, its editor, or the publisher, the Kensing-
ton Community Council. Residents are invited to submit letters on matters of interest to the 
community. Letters must be signed and include the author’s address and phone number 
(address and phone will not be published). Publication is subject to space limitations and 
the editor’s discretion. Letters of 250 or fewer words are preferred. One letter per person, 
per issue. (PLEASE NOTE: Modern digital customs call for one space, rather than the 
traditional two, after all periods.) E-mail preferred, to: Editor@KensingtonOutlook.com 
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Dear Editor:

I am writing to encourage my neighbors to 
shop in Kensington at every opportunity. 
Relieved and pleased as I am that Country 
Cheese has just opened in the upper Kens-
ington village, the closure of the Arlington 
Pharmacy reminds me of how vital it is for 
all of us to support our local businesses.  

This is the best place I have ever lived, 
and primary among its assets are the 
Kensington merchants that meet nearly all 
of my needs. It is easy to take them for 
granted but they will not be there if we do 
not make a concerted effort to give them 
our business.

Without the advantage of large scale, 
some prices may necessarily be a little 
higher than elsewhere, but to me they are 
worth every penny. I am happy to pay 
extra for proximity (even walkability), 
the efficiency with which I can get in 
and out of a small store, the satisfaction 
of putting money into the local economy, 
and especially for the personal, friendly 
service and advice provided (who else 
knows what kind of wine or chocolate I 
will like?). Finally, I doubt that our small 
local businesses will have their credit card 
transactions hacked.  

Sincerely, 
Beverlee French

Think Global, Shop Local

Amy Kurzer
Broker Associate
510 .387 .0723

amykurzer@gmail.com

We were up 
against a deadline.
The deal was
brought in on 
time and at a 
good price. And,
Amy donated $500
to the Kensington
Education
Foundation!

~Mac Moore/
Leslie Reckler,
Sellers For each Kensington home I sell, I donate to the Kensington Education Foundation.

• KENSINGTON MARKET UPDATE •

LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE BR/BA

• Arlington $895,000 $955,000 3/3
• Avon $749,000 $775,000 2/1
• Windsor $545,000 $653,000 2/2

• Current Pending Sales: 7
• Current Active Listings: 5

Source: EBRD-MLS Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.0000000000900

289 Arlington Avenue
Kensington, California

I

Dear Editor,

I want to support the author of the poor 
Pub review and you, the Outlook editor, 
for publishing it. Despite its proximity and 
my beer drinking proclivities, the Pub only 
merits last resort visits due to consistently 
poor service and an uninspired menu. We 
are missing an opportunity to have institu-
tion at that rotary. In a town as small as 
ours, the public house should be a topic of 
public conversation.

Gordon Becker

About That Pub, Bub

see Letters, Page 4… 
>>>>

our Kensington Police Board lacks ade-
quate internal controls. And the same one 
that is expensively defending an employee 
with a history of complaints, accused of 
harassment by another employee. 

For some reason the Outlook didn’t report 
the ACLU filed a friend of the court brief 
on behalf of the Kensington homeowners, 
seeing the Board’s decision to sue them 
and to appeal their ‘first’ loss rather than 
follow the law as an bald-faced attempt to 
intimidate homeowners.  

So, it’s Kensington Police Board, repre-
sented by Hanson-Bridgett (paid for by 
us) against some homeowners who don’t 
want us all to lose our shirts and the ACLU 
(sine pecuniae) [sic].    

Is it any wonder our home values aren’t 
going up at nearly the same rates as our 
neighboring towns? Isn’t it time the Police 
Board realized they’re being taken for 
chumps and hire a law firm that represents 
our economic interests over their own 
bottom line? 

Anna Shane

Dear Editor:

At the risk of sounding like a paranoid 
obstructionist, I was shocked, shocked 
to read in the Outlook an interview with 
GM/Top Cop Greg Harmon, who revealed 
himself to be a decent, professional human 
being who cares about our town and has 
raised grants to support it. Obviously, 
there is an unspoken conspiracy between 
you and the big-government people who 
run the KPPCSD. I think we in Kensing-
ton would be better off without a jaun-
diced newspaper editor such as yourself 
who supports the democratic process and 
prints letters from all over the political 
spectrum.  

Sincerely, 
Bill Tilden

Shocked, Shocked!

Dear Editor,

I urge Kensington residents to support 
Measure L for very practical reasons. The 
building is in severe need of updating and 
maintenance. It makes good economic 
sense to do the work now, as interest rates 
have never been lower than they are today, 
and the rates won’t stay this low. 

Currently the Community Center’s appear-
ance reminds me of my Berkeley High 
cafeteria, back in the 60’s. I was there 
when they announced President Kenne-
dy’s assassination over the loud speaker. 
I got a very good look as I stood still and 
turned slowly around. If we want that 
style, that’s fine with me. But an updated 
building could compete with the Brazilian 
Room in Tilden Park and generate addi-
tional income as an attractive place to rent 
for special events. Seeing Kensington for 

Support for Measure L



 k e n s i n g t o n  o u t l o o k  

 

page 3may 2014

…Writ, from Page 1

no reason given.)

A writ of mandate is a court order to a gov-
ernment agency to follow the law by cor-
recting its prior actions, or ceasing illegal 
acts. (Outlook, March 2013,‘Since We’re 
Neighbors, Let’s Be Litigants,’ Page 3.)

The action was brought against the Kens-
ington Police Protection and Community 
Services District Board, and three of the 
five sitting individual directors – Charles 
(Chuck) Toombs, Linda Lipscomb, and 
Richard (Tony) Lloyd, with Chief of 
Police and General Manager, Gregory 
Harman, named as a “party of interest.”

The petitioners allege that the vote on 
GM/COP Greg Harman’s raise and per-
formance bonus at the July 2012 KPPCSD 
meeting was taken after the meeting had 
been extended in a manner incongruent 
with its Policy and Procedures Manual, 
and that the vote is therefore null and 
void.1 Petitioners also allege that Har-
man’s merit and retention bonus may have 
been an illegal gift of public funds.2  

(A comparison of other police chiefs in 
similar sized towns in the Bay Area sug-
gested that the vote in question brought 
Harman’s pay from among the lowest to 
an amount equivalent to the mid-range of 
other Chiefs of Police.)  

KPPCSD attorneys, acting on behalf of 
Lipscomb, Toombs, and Lloyd responded 
to the complaint by filing an anti-SLAPP 
motion, asserting that, other allegations 
contained in the suit aside, the complaint 
included a suit against public participation 
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Partici-
pation), and that the individual directors 
should therefore be dismissed from the 

case – based on their right to vote their 
consciences on board matters without fear 
of reprisal. 

The trial court denied the anti-SLAPP 
motion, and KPPCSD appealed that deci-
sion. (Anti-SLAPP, and decisions on 
similar matters, can be appealed after the 
decision is handed down, before a lawsuit 
goes any further. Certain interim orders 
are appealable prior to the disposition of 
a case – meant to short-circuit cases that 
may not have merit, rather than allowing 
them to go through the entire case to judg-
ment. In such cases, the original trial court 
proceedings are stayed until a decision has 
been rendered by the Court of Appeal.) 

Recent Developments

On April 1, 2014 a hearing was held before 
the California Court of Appeal, where oral 
arguments were presented on the propri-
ety of listing the three named individuals 
in the writ of mandate, singling out Direc-
tors Chuck Toombs, Linda Lipscomb, and 
Tony Lloyd, and omitting then-Director, 
Cathie Kosel – one of the original plain-
tiffs in the suit, and then-Director, Mari 
Metcalf – the original attorney of record 
for the plaintiffs (now one of two, along 
with Timothy Rumberger).  

A recent wrinkle in the case found the 
ACLU filing an amicus brief on behalf of 
the plaintiffs, though the ACLU did not 
appear at the April hearing to advocate for 
its position on the matter. 

The Court of Appeal will render a decision 
on the appeal of the denial of the anti-
SLAPP motion. Typically, the Court would 
issue a written decision that describes the 
situation, what principles are at stake, 
and on what the appeals court decision is 
based. A decision by the appeals court is 
expected by June 30th.

The Court can approve or deny the appeal 
and remand it to the trial court with instruc-
tions on how to proceed, or it can make a 
decision on its own account – a dispositive 
decision on the appeal, or on the entire 
case, at the Court of Appeal level. 

As the cost to the town of defending the 
suit has reached the $200,000 mark (about 
$100 per household through March 31st), 
the Outlook decided to check in with the 
plaintiffs in the suit and ask them why they 
feel the issues at stake are worth pursuing 
at such great expense to the town. 

Comments on the writ were invited from all 
petitioners – original and current. Former 
petitioner, Cathie Kosel – the only one to 
respond to the invitation with a response 
unencumbered by unacceptable demands 
for editorial control over how the article 
would be written – had this to say about 
the writ:

“It is my understanding that the writ was 
filed to encourage the board to do the peo-
ple’s business in public.” Though she did 
not give any examples, Kosel alleged that, 
“(t)he board and the GM/COP have gotten 
into the habit of not following open meet-
ing laws and not providing adequate time, 
opportunities, and processes to inform the 
public about how public monies are being 
spent.3  There is also a concern that the 
Board may have made an illegal gift of 
public funds to Greg Harman in the guise 
of a retroactive pay raise.”4   

“It seems a shame that the KPPCSD board 
refused to honor Open Meeting laws and 
has spent over $100,000 in legal fees to 
preserve their (sic) own ability to circum-
vent the spirit of democracy. The cul-
ture surrounding KPPCSD encourages a 
sort of arrogant, secretive, and careless 
approach to governance.5  Why so secre-
tive? Because they are burning through 

Writ Defense Costs Reach $100 per Household public money so fast that the smoke from 
their bonfire leaves democratic principles 
choking and gasping for air.  

“Though their combined revenues are 
comparable to the Fire Department’s, 
KPPCSD has had to beg for money from 
WCCUSD to patrol Kensington School,6 
beg free rent from the Kensington Fire 
Department, and collect approximately 
$650 in tax measures per year from each 
household to keep afloat.7  

“I support democratic processes which 
are open and transparent.5 And guess 
what?  Openness costs less than secretive 
governance because the exercise of gath-
ering input from many wise heads in our 
community encourages frugal, efficient, 
cooperative government. And it does not 
encourage the divisiveness that currently 
exists. So I am sympathetic to the peti-
tioners and I admire their commitment 
to our community. The ACLU apparently 
agrees.

“All the board had to do was to carry out 
a proper open meeting process and inform 
the public in an inclusive way. They arro-
gantly refused. They chose to spend even 
more of the people’s money by suing the 
petitioners. Hard for some folks to admit 
they violated democratic principles. Even 
an ‘Oops! We didn’t know. We will table 
it, bring it back to the next meeting and 
provide accurate figures before the meet-
ing and even publicize it in the Outlook,’ 
would have put this issue to rest. And it 
would not have cost a dime.”8

Cathie Kosel was one of the original writ 
of mandate petitioners – while she was 
still a sitting Director on the KPPCSD 
Board. She served one term on the Board, 
from 2009 to 2012. 

see Writ, Page 8… 
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Yes on Measure L

Dear Editor,

We are writing in support of Measure L, 
the Kensington Community Center safety 
project. We in Kensington will be asked to 
vote on several bond measures this spring, 
and it’s all a bit confusing. In May there’s 
a special mail-in ballot election where the 
West Contra Costa Hospital District is 
floating the third bond measure within ten 
years to keep Doctors Medical Center in 
San Pablo open (Measure C).

Then on June 3rd, there’s a primary elec-
tion with 3 more measures. The West 
Contra Costa Unified School District is 
asking us to approve another bond for 
school repairs and upgrades (Measure H); 
in addition, the Contra Costa Community 
College District is seeking more funding 
to upgrade educational facilities (Measure 
E).

We will also have our own Kensington 
Community Center safety project bond on 
the June ballot (Measure L).

Measure L is different from each of these 
other measures in very important ways:

• Measure L funds can only be spent in 
Kensington for our Community Center;

• Measure L funds cover the full imple-
mentation of the project and will not 
require any additional bond measures;

• Measure  L will be audited by a citizen’s 
oversight committee composed of your 
neighbors;

• Measure L will be funded at a rate of 
$14 per $100,000 of assessed value; this 
amounts to less than $5 per month for the 
average home in Kensington; and

• Measure L requires 67% voter approval 
– so your vote counts!

We urge you to join us in voting YES on 
Measure L for Kensington.

Sincerely, 
Walter and Gretchen Gillfillan

In Support of Measure L

More Letters, Page 12… 

the first time, a young visitor from Fresno 
described our town to me as “enchanting.” 
An improved building will keep our prop-
erty values up, as outsiders learn about 
Kensington through renting this facility, 
in addition to generating more income. 

Making the repairs and improvements 
now is good long range planning for sev-
eral reasons. Bonds can be issued at a low 
interest rate, which probably won’t be 
true in the future. We can avoid expen-
sive emergency repairs, such as a leaky 
roof, dangerous electrical problems, and 
seismic construction fixes, among others. 
Construction costs to repair and improve 
the building will only continue to go up. 
We all know what happens if we don’t 
tend to maintenance needs as they arise. 
If you don’t clear your gutters, eventually 
your roof will leak, and then instead of 
paying for a handyman, you will be paying 
for a new roof. Likewise, the community 
center has seismic and electrical, as well 
as plumbing problems. We fix it now, or 
we pay later at a higher cost with much 
more damage caused by neglect, impact-
ing our slim police budget, and depleting 
reserves. 

Let’s be financially smart and vote Yes on 
L. 

Gayle Shortridge Tapscott

As Kensington voters decide whether to 
vote for Measure L for renovation of the 
Community Center (the “Youth Hut” as 
many of us call it), there are some impor-
tant facts to consider.

The Community Center is 50 years old 
and aging.  It was very modestly repaired 
about thirty years ago, but now needs 
extensive repairs and safety upgrades.   

Essential repairs and seismic upgrades 
will help ensure that the Community 
Center can serve as an emergency site for 
Kensington in the event of an earthquake, 
fire, or other local disaster.  

Throughout the building, electrical and 
fire safety systems must be updated, as 
must the bathrooms and Disability Access.   
A few simple layout modifications are 
planned that will make the building more 
functional for simultaneous uses.

If the Community Center is not repaired 
and maintained, both of which require 
more money than the KPPCSD building 

(Dear Editor:) 

LOOKOUT: “kensington board 
wasted…”

please correct me if i am wrong, but it 
seems your broadsheet makes no specific 
mention of the suit against individual 
members, a subset of the board, that is 
challenged by the anti-SLAPP suit. 

the triviality of the violation, a too-casual 
meeting overrun in a small local volunteer 
board, with the predictable voting out-
come now unchallenged – you say – by 
you, comes nowhere close to justifying 
your own initiation of legal action.

triviality also damns your outrage at the 
Outlook: sure he’s editing in his own point 
of view — but would you deem us such 
fools as not to be able to notice, and com-
pensate for that?

the SLAPP question (and yes, I am a 
member of the ACLU) does not obscure 
the truth that this whole brouhaha began 
with a clique that, having already discov-
ered it would not get its way, leaped on the 
high horse of legal action, only to fall off 
the other side.

mike bloxham

(Published as submitted. The author 
appears to be referring to a discussion of 
the Writ of Mandate, apparently included 
in a recent copy of a local, independent 
newsletter, distributed to select Kensing-
ton residents – the “Lookout.” – Ed.)

High Horse of Legal Action

GRADES 6 -  8    •    ARCHWAYSCHOOL.ORG

Helping Middle Schoolers 

“Find their Voice”

Accepting Applications Now for 2014-2015

Please contact the 
Admissions Department to schedule a tour.

To schedule an appointment, call (510) 849-4747
1940 Virginia Street Berkeley, CA 94709

ARCHWAY SCHOOL
Preparing Learners for Life.

Have you tried the hot, ready-to-eat pork 
spareribs yet, at Kensington Fine Foods? 
Fabulous! For lunch, we love their “Yes-
terday’s Meatloaf” sandwich (“Today’s 
Meatloaf” is also pretty darn good!) and 
the smoked turkey special – California cui-

Kensington Fine Foods 
Great Grub Since 2004

sine comes to the turkey sandwich. Is this 
the Bay Area’s best sandwich, or what? 
Plus, they’ve got the best price we’ve 
found anywhere on Fra’Mani Mattinata 
Breakfast Sausage. Soups, house-made 
salads, and other vegetarian options, too! 
For those new to town, Kensington Fine 
Foods is located inside Young’s Market on 
the Arlington. Check it out!

This is a total waste of money, Kensing-
ton residents.  Do not vote for this use-
less, unnecessary use of good money. 
Believe me, next year or the year after-- 
your Board will come up with another and 
another way to bilk us. (It will be in the 
form of another building, another some-
thing.) Just take a look at the ugly entrance 
announcing Kensington. This is our Board 
and how much did that monstrosity cost?

Measure L

Measure ‘C’ Votes Must be 
Received by May 6th

If you’re in an accident and/or hurt, you 
need immediate medical care. If you have 
a stroke or heart attack, you need to get 
to a hospital fast. In West Contra Costa 
County (which includes Kensington), an 
ambulance will take you to the Emergency 
Room at Doctors Medical Center (DMC) 
in San Pablo (even if you’re a Kaiser 
member). 

40,000 patients visit DMC’s ER every 
year. According to Keep Our ER & Hospi-
tal Open (KOERHO), if Measure C fails, 
DMC will close, and the treatment hospi-
tal for those patients will be further away, 
and dramatically more crowded. (Accord-
ing to KOERHO, Kaiser’s ER only has 15 
beds and may have to serve 100 additional 
patients a day, forcing wait times as long 
as 10 hours.) Seconds count in an emer-
gency and extra travel time could mean 
the difference between full recovery, long-
term disability, or even death.

DMC is the stroke and heart attack center 
for all West County. The hospital also pro-
vides free breast cancer screening for low-
income women and free health screenings 
for seniors. KOERHO says the hospital 
has cut costs, reduced overhead, and elim-
inated management positions. According 
to its website, “Government reimburse-
ments continue to decline, so while the 
cost of care is going up, the money DMC 
receives is going down.” 

Measure C is a special tax placed on the 
ballot by the West Contra Costa Healthcare 
District to prevent the closure of DMC, the 
only full service emergency room serv-
ing all West County residents. If passed, 
it will enact a 14-cent per square foot tax 
on property owners within the district that 
will enable the district to maintain the 
hospital and emergency room. KOERHO 
assures voters that all funds raised by the 
tax would be used only to fund operat-
ing and capital costs to keep the hospital 
and its emergency room open. The funds 
would also be subject to annual audits by 
an independent oversight committee. 

WCCC residents should have already 
received their ballots in the mail. To have 
one’s voice counted on this matter, ballots 
must be received by the County Clerk by 
May 6th. More information is available at 
www.KeepOurERopen.com or 284-2461. 

Critical Vote on  
Doctors Medical Ctr

We have contractors, civil engineers, 
plumbers, electricians, builders living in 
Kensington. Get a fund raiser and take the 
time to think this out before you levy an 
unnecessary tithe on us.  I worry about the 
waste that will happen if we allow 2 mil-
lion dollars into their hands. Do not tax us 
for this wreck of an idea. Vote No.

I am a Kensington resident since 1963.

Lillie Braudy

On  my block in Kensington there are leaf 
blowers most days of the work week. My 
husband & I work at home and are subject 
to their intrusive, whiny, noise sometimes 
3x in one day. There is so much other 
necessary noise we tolerate (tree cutting, 
garbage trucks, construction...) why do we 
need to increase the aural loading? And 
the use of these machines has multiplied a 
little like fleas on a dog.

I don’t understand why people don’t rethink 
the use of these annoying machines; rakes 
work wonders and cause none of the fol-
lowing: Noise pollution, Air pollution, 
Allergen spreading (dust, mold, pollen and 
gas fumes), Dirt (blown on to cars, decks 
& windows), Unhappy neighbors.

It often seems as if much of the detritus is 
just blown down the street to point B until 
the next blower blows it back to point A. 

Thanks for allowing me to blow (oops) off 
some steam!

Jennifer Kelly

Leaf Blowers

fund affords, then within the next few 
years the Community Center could be- 
come problematic for public use. Doing 
nothing is really not an option.

The Park Building Committee has been 
meeting monthly for four years and held 
several public meetings at which the 
public was invited to share their opinions 
and ideas. It makes this recommendation 
after much due diligence and community 
support.

Measure L is a good investment in Kens-
ington’s future.  

Bruce Morrow and John Norcross  
Kensington residents for 25 years
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K E N S I N G T O N

kasep

Kensington After-School Enrichment Program (KASEP) Spring Session is now 
in progress. KASEP classes end Friday, May 30th, one week before Hilltop’s aca-
demic school year comes to a close. Monday KASEP classes end May 19th, as 
KCC is closed Monday, May 26th to honor Memorial Day.

Kensington  
After-School Enrichment  
Program - Spring Session

    

RegistRation

KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington 
Ave., Bldg E (Across the grassy field 
above the tennis courts in Kensing-
ton Park), Kensington CA 94707. 
E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com, or call 
525-0292. M-F, 10am-4pm.

Tennis Court Reserva-
tions: For weekends and holi-
days only, beginning at 9am.  
Call the KCC office for info. Court 
Fees: 45-min. singles reservation: 
Residents: $2; Nonresidents: $5.

Community Ctr Rental Info: Please 
call Kensington Police Protection 
and Community Services District 
(KPPCSD) at 526-4141.

 

kasep suMMeR CaMp 2014

Week 1: June 9 - June 13
Specialty: Carpentry
Field Trip: The Jungle – Indoor  
Playground/Concord
   
Week 2: June 16 – June 20 
Specialty: Soda Pop Tab Belts/Jewelry
Field Trip: Adventure Playground/
Berkeley

Week 3: June 23 – June 27
Specialty: Gymnastics Spirit Week
Field Trip: Oakland Zoo
  
Week 4: June 30 – July 3
Specialty: Ultimate Frisbee & Volleyball
Closed 4th of July

Week 5: July 7 – July 11
Specialty: Ceramic Clay Creations
Field Trip: Lake Anza

Kensington Community Council (KCC) Summer Day Camp – Don’t miss out on 
what’s happening this summer in your neighborhood! KCC Summer Day camp offers 
traditional camp activities like games, sports, arts and crafts. These activities run side-
by-side with a variety exciting camp specialty classes like gymnastics, carpentry, 
cooking and circus arts.  Each week enjoy a different experience.

Enroll by the week. Camp runs for 10 weeks, starting Monday, June 9th and ending 
Friday, August 15th. Unstructured time, self-directed, is part of the camp experience 
too, as it allows time for children to socialize, make personal choices, and have a voice 
in the activities they choose. 

KCC Summer Day Camp is for children entering 1st through 6th grades in Fall 2014.  
Camp is a full, fun day – starting at 9am and ending at 5pm. Morning-care and after-
care is available. 

Cost is $245.00 per camper, per week 
Register On-line: www.KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org 
Registration is ongoing throughout the summer

KCC Summer Camp Activities & Schedule

Changes in the schedule may be made for unexpected circumstances.

Week 6: July 14 - July 18
Specialty: Gymnastics  Olympic Week 
Field Trip: Marine Mammal Rescue/
Marin

Week 7: July 21 – July 25
Specialty: Circus Arts
Field Trip: Bladium-Alameda
Rock Climbing/ Soccer

Week 8: July 28 – August 1
Specialty: Cooking Spirit Week
Field Trip: LakeTemescal

Week 9: August 4– August 8
Specialty: Metal Art, Dog Tags
Field Trip: Scandia
    
Week 10: August 11 - August 15
Specialty: Ceramic Critters
Field Trip: El Cerrito Pool Party!

Time to Stop, Think, and Plan

High School 
Senior Photo  
Let the tradition con-
tinue! Calling all high 
school seniors who live(d) 
in Kensington, or who 
attended Hilltop Elemen-
tary School in Kensington 
for all or part of their 
elementary school years – 
you’re invited to join other 
alumni for the Annual Kensington High School Senior Photo. 

The photo shoot is scheduled for Sunday, May 4th at 3:30pm. Meet up 
at the KCC Office – come early to catch-up with old friends! The photo 
will appear on the cover of the June Outlook.

Last Year’s Graduating Seniors

Graduating Seniors – Mark Your Calendars Now! 

Sunday, May 4th at 3:30pm

Carpentry – Bay Bridge by Hand • KCC Camp Fun • Making BFFs at Summer Camp • KCC Summer Camp - Relay Concentration • Kitchen Kids…New Aprons – Ready for Duty!

QI-GONG FOR ADULTS
Fridays, 9:30-10:30am 
Ongoing, at the Kensington Community Center
Drop-ins welcome: $18 per class. (No classes held June - August) 

What is Qi-Gong? Qi-Gong is a practice of aligning body, breath, and mind for 
health, meditation, and martial arts training. With roots in Chinese medicine, 
philosophy, and martial arts, Qi-Gong is traditionally viewed as a practice to cul-
tivate “life energy.” Meg McDowell, is a certified Qi-Gong therapist, as well as a 
licensed acupuncturist. Meg has a thriving practice in Kensington and specializes 
in women’s health. For more information or to reserve, call Meg at 229-9922 or 
email her at NeedleSandQi@gmail.com. 

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N

JAZZERCISE  
Low Impact for Adults 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday,  
8:15-9:15am • Ongoing

BODY SCULPTING  
For Adults 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
9-10am • Ongoing

Dancing Days! Jazzercise group fitness class combines dance-based 
cardio with strength training and stretching to sculpt, tone, and lengthen 
muscles for maximum fat burn. Body sculpting is shaping your body 
to look leaner, more toned, and strengthened. Both Jazzercise and Body 
Sculpting are taught by Kevin Knickerbocker at the Community Center.            
Register at class. Questions? Call Kevin at 486-2728.

Building Community with Food. A special note of thanks goes out to the Jazzercisers  
who brought lunch to the Senior Serenaders. Toes were tapping, smiles were shared. 

Great music and food enjoyed by all.

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
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Ruth Frassetto, CRS
Over twenty-seven years of experience you can count on.

510.652.2133/414  
 rfrassetto@grubbco.com

Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs. 

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.  

GThe GRUBB Co. 
R   E   A   L   T   O   R   S

If you are considering selling your home or simply just wish to know your homes value in today’s 
market call me. The appointment is both complimentary and confidential. 

It would be my pleasure to speak with you.

Market UpdateG
New Listings in Kensington

83 Edgecroft Road 
First time on the market. One-of-a-kind 

view cottage. 2+BR/1+BA on a large parcel.
Offered at $679,000

55 Marguerita Road
Signature Millar White sophisticated c. 1954 

Mid-Century design with 4BR/3BA.  
Offered at $1,495,000

2620 Yuba Avenue
Grand scale 5BR/3BA Tudor. Includes large 

separate parcel. San Francisco Bay views 
and beautiful grounds.

Price upon request.

924 Liberty Avenue 
Sweet updated 3BR/1BA traditional on

 a large lot with separate 
garden studio. 

Price upon request.

Coming Soon in El Cerrito

Red-Letter Day for Kensington Post Office 
Eagle-eyed Kensington resident, 
Monica Sullivan reports last month’s 
reopening of the best post office in 
the world, now within the Country 
Cheese Company at the corner of 
Arlington and Amherst in (upper)
downtown Kensington. Jacob-of-All-
Trades (right) is working with Shir-
ley, the co-owner of Country Cheese, 
manning the counter at the P.O., and 
keeping busy helping out next door 
at the wine shop. You do have a letter 
to mail, don’t you? Or need some 
stamps? Or some cheese? Coffee?  

Senior Serenaders 
The Senior Serenaders is a 
group of musicians that comes 
together to practice and perform 
music from the 1930’s and ’40’s. 
This enthusiastic group plays at 
Kensington Community Center 
every Thursday, from 10:15am - 
11:30am. Community members 
are invited to bring their instru-
ments and join the group!

New Arts & Music Classes for Kensington Kids  
Two new music & arts teachers just moved into the Kensington neighbor-
hood. Deborah Barsotti and Christi Kirk 
have been teaching music for more 
than 25 years, and both are moms 
of some creative young people. Day 
and evening programs are available 
in their new studio in May and June, 
running throughout the summer and 
into the school season. Located near 
the Arlington and Norwood Avenue, 
Living Enrichment Arts Programs offers 
classes in music, movement, painting, 
and drama – arts recreation groups for 
K-6 children; kids receive guidance on 
their own instruments, or may begin an 
instrument of their choice: piano, strings 
(violin, viola, cello), guitar, or drums. Contact: ckckirk@gmail.com or call (650) 
924-3145 for more information. The hills are alive – or soon will be!

KPSC Water Conservation Conversation - May 15  
The Kensington Public Safety Council is host-
ing a talk on Water Conservation on Thursday, 
May 15, at 7pm. There will be a speaker from 
EBMUD, and Charlie Danielsen from Kens-
ington will be providing water saving garden-
ing advice. Kensington Community Center, 59 
Arlington Ave. Please reserve in advance to 
kensingtonpsc@gmail.com so they know how 
many cookies to bake! 

FKL Annual Book Sale 
Friends of the Kensington Library presents its 
annual book sale on Saturday, May 10th (9am-
4pm) and Sunday, May 11th (11am-4pm) at the 
Community Center. Bag sale Sunday, 2-4pm. 

Community Family Orchestra • Potluck May 18  
Does anyone in your family play an instrument? Join CFO for an informative 
pot luck gathering at the Kensington 
Community Center on Sunday, May 
18th, from 6 to 7:30pm. The new Com-
munity Family Orchestra is for children 
and family members of all ages who 
play an orchestral instrument. With a 
team of four, CFO is creating a col-
laboration with Berkeley, Kensington, 
Albany, and El Cerrito residents who 
would like a free high quality, non-
competitive, and educational orchestral 
experience. For more information, or 
to express your interest, e-mail Christi 
at ckckirk@gmail.com or call Deb at 
(650) 924-3145. 

The Journey of 1000 Daffodils Starts w/a Single...  
…bulb. The Kensington Improvement Club has spearheaded the planting of a 
thousand daffodils along the Arlington median. Thanks, KIC-ers – good work! 

 Ivan Sturman, Robin Hansen,  
Deborah Barsotti, and Christi Kirk

★  K e n s i n g t o n  H i l lt o p  e l e m e n t a r y  s c H o o l  ★  ★
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Thank you Ruth Frassetto & The Grubb Company for your generous support.

      PTA & DADs’ Club 67Th AnnuAl

spring carniVal
It's Here!

saturday,  may 10 ★  11 am -  3  pm at  90 HigHland blVd.

raffle ★  Grand Prize: Handmade Quilt! ★  Runner Up Prizes: 
sHopping sprees at arlington and colusa circle sHops!

Proceeds fund the PTA's purchase of school supplies, assemblies, & emergency readiness kits.

Kensington’s Senior Serenaders

Jacob Gano, back at his post – at the post office, 
still on the corner of Arlington and Amherst, 

inside the new Country Cheese Company.
Photo: Monica Sullivan

Living Enrichment Arts’ Recreation Groups  
for Kids, K-6, Now in Kensington
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Namaste and welcome to Delhi Diner. Your dining 
experience with us is assured to define itself by 
authenticity, excellent service, delectable cuisine and 
a receptive, warm and welcoming ambiance. 
We look forward to making your visit memorable.

We offer free parking during dinner behind the Citibank building 
and we proudly offer indoor and outdoor catering services.

1373 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 • www.Delhidiner.net

Call for reservations at 510.528.5000

Now offering freshly cooked Lunch Specials,
including Vegan and Gluten free offerings.

Over 25 entree’s to choose from starting from only $8.95.

Live classicalMusic Fridays& Saturdays

KENSINGTON BERKELEY

Country Cheese 
Company

• 299 Arlington Avenue • 
K E N S I N G T O N  

510-647-8330
www.countrycheesecoffee.com

We look forward to meeting you and hope you’ll stop by 
to check dates for our cheese and tea classes, as well as

sample our various cheeses, specialty tea and house-roasted
coffee. In addition to our cheese, tea and coffee we also carry

artisan chocolates that must be tasted to be believed.

OPEN Monday thru Saturday 9:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

We offer free delivery for PARTY PLATTERS.

USPS Office in our Kensington Store, open: 
Monday thru Friday 9:30–4:00 • Saturday 10:00–2:00

Stop by our two other Markets located in Berkeley:
2101 San Pablo Avenue
Berkeley • 841-0752

1575 Hopkins Street
Berkeley • 526-1333

Neighborhood NotesNeighborhood Notes

Country Cheese Company Opens in Kensington 
The charming Shirley Ng says she and her husband, Pete Raxakoul, run their 
own stores every day – which is an increas-
ingly neat trick now that they’ve opened 
their third shop, on the corner of Arlington 
and Amherst, replacing the pharmacy as the 
anchor tenant on the corner. “I don’t like to 
see things sitting on the shelf,” Shirley told 
us the other day; “I prefer high quality and 
low prices – the more you buy, the more 
money I want to save you,” she said. Shirley 
and Pete are excited about their new store 
because it has enough room to offer every-
thing they want – Pete is in charge of the 
coffee roasting and Shirley does the tea, the chocolate, and the cheese. Add your 
requests to the message board out front and don’t forget – the post office inside is 
open. Welcome, Shirley and Pete! 

Hillside Festival in El Cerrito - Saturday, May 17th  
The first ever Hillside Festival in El Cerrito will feature hikes, native plant tours, 
a bike park demonstration, historical talks and tours, habitat restoration demon-
strations, free garden club plants, kid’s events, and more, in a 90-acre wildness 
area in the middle of the city. Sponsored by El Cerrito’s Environmental Quality 
Committee, the free event takes place from 10am to 3pm at the Hillside Natural 
Area. Join Berkeley historian and author, Richard Schwartz at the trailhead on 
Schmidt Lane, near the Recycling Center, 7501 Schmidt Lane. Map and activity 
guides are available at the trailhead, and online at 
www.ecTrailTrekkers.org.

‘First Light, Last Light’ May 3  
Photographer Lisa Toby’s show “First Light, Last 
Light” opens May 3rd at Nan Phelps Photogra-
phy, 398 Colusa Avenue. Reception, open to the 
public from 5pm-7pm Saturday 5/3; Show runs 
May 3rd-31st, Thursday and Fridays, Noon-
4pm and Saturdays, 10am-4pm…In Toby’s own 
words: “I shoot during the first and last light of 
the day. It is during these transitions – between 
day and night, when the light is low, that I see 
best the majesty and vulnerability of our frag-
ile world.” See her work at http://lisatoby.com; 
exhibit details at www.nanphelps.com.

Jane Austen’s ‘Mansfield Park’ Ball – Sat., May 31st 
Join the Bay Area English Regency Society in celebrating the bicentennial of Jane 
Austen’s novel “Mansfield Park.” The ball will be held at the Arlington Com-
munity Church in Kensington starting at 8pm. Regency era costumes are admired 
but not required. The set dances are easy and will be taught at the ball. You don’t 
need to bring a partner. The dance caller for the evening will be Alan Winston, 
and live music will be provided by the Divertimento Dance Orchestra. For more 
information, go to: http://baers.org/MansfieldPark.pdf. Advanced tickets may be 
purchased online or by mail through May 29th. For advance purchases by mail, 
write the checks out to “BAERS” and send them to: BAERS c/o GBACG, P.O. 
Box 6392, Alameda, CA 94501. Tickets will also be available at the door.

Public Comments Solicited on Waste Mgmt RFP 
The discussion of the Request for Proposal (RFP) process identifying the next 
service provider for solid waste refuse and recycling service, to begin in Septem-
ber 2015, continues at the May 8th KPPCSD meeting at 7:30pm at the Commu-
nity Center. The discussion includes the types of service to be requested and costs 
associated with these services. Residents who cannot attend are invited to send 
comments to KPPCSD, 217 Arlington Ave., Kensington CA 94707.  

Colusa Circle Lot Sold?  
Late last month the Outlook received 
a report that the long-vacant lot at 401 
Colusa (on Colusa Circle) had been 
purchased by a local merchant. The 
merchant in question denied that report, 
though none too convincingly. At press 
time, review of the Contra Costa Tax 
Assessor’s website showed no recent 
transfer of the property. Stay tuned! 

KCC’s M.O.? Seeking TLC For the BBQ  
It became obvious at the last Kensington Community Council Parade and Picnic 
in October that the community barbecue dedicated to John Andronico had seen 
better days. The ’Q has been used for years at community functions to feed fami-
lies, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, and day camp participants – but now it needs 
some tender loving care. The KCC is looking for a local contractor who would 
like to take on this project, which is ready to be funded, but needs someone with 
construction background to help with planning and refurbishing. Interested par-
ties should contact Marty Westby at 525-0292 at the KCC Office. Please pass the 
word around – don’t keep it on the QT!  

Detailed Preparation 
 & Restoration

Residential & Commercial

Interior & Exterior

Free Estimates

Many Local References

Owner/Contractor Onsite

Gil Cohen   (510) 233-7020

www.freshpaintbygil.com

Fine Quality Painting

Bonded & Insured License #731968

Fresh Paint

Tues-Fri 9:30 a.m.–7 p.m. • Sat-Sun 10 a.m.–6 p.m.
~ Closed Mondays ~

510.526.1608
273 Arlington Ave. • Kensington, CA 94707

Kensington
Nail Spa

Professional Nail Care • Facials & Waxing

The Perfect Gift for Mother’s Day
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Welcome to the Neighborhood!
The Friends of the
Kensington Library 

Spring Book Sale will be
held Saturday, May 10,
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
and Sunday, May 11,

11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
in the Kensington 

Community Center 
(aka Youth Hut) 

at 59 Arlington Ave., 
in Kensington. 

You will find well-
stocked tables organ-
ized topically for easy

viewing. Rare, first 
editions, signed books,
and more can be found

at the “Special
Selections Table.” 

Join us for the 
'BAG SALE' on

Sunday, from 2:00
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.! 
(510) 524-3043

MIDDLE SCHOOL �5�8�

510.528.5800
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL �K�4�

510.236.5800

A World of             
        Extraordinary

p r o s p e c t s i e r r a . o r g

Please contact the admissions office 
for more information. 

admissions@prospectsierra.org

1 A review of the video of the July, 2012 KPPCSD 
meeting appeared to confirm an extension consistent 
with the procedure listed in the KPPCSD manual:

Time Limit for Board Meeting. All meetings of 
the Board of Directors must be adjourned by 10pm. 
Meetings can be extended by a 4/5 vote by the 
Board, or if less than 4/5 of the Directors are present, 
a unanimous vote of those Directors that are pres-
ent. (KPPCSD Policy & Procedures Manual, Sec. 
5010.50)

If a meeting is still in session at 9:45pm, the Board 
President…shall stop the progress of the meeting 
and suggest which of the remaining items on the 
agenda will be addressed in the remaining fifteen 
minutes of the meeting, or ask the Board to consider 
whether it will extend the meeting as described in 
Policy #501.50.(KPPCSD Procedures Manual, Sec. 
5010.51)

2 Regarding the assertion that the one-time merit 
and retention bonus of $16,754 was a retroactive 
pay increase and therefore illegal, my contract had 
expired on June 30, 2012. According to the terms of 
that contract, had a new contract not been signed, the 
merit and retention bonus would not have been paid. 
– GM/COP Greg Harman.

3 The KPPCSD meeting agenda gets posted to the 
Public Safety Building, the Cheese Shop kiosk, 
and the Colusa Market, with a full packet going to 
the library on the Friday or Saturday prior to each 
monthly meeting, at the latest – well before the 
Thursday Board meeting, and in full compliance with 
the Brown Act. The full packet also gets posted to the 
website at the same time. At 81 citizens’ requests, the 
agenda packet is also e-mailed directly to them.

The District’s website maintains past agenda packets, 
which include financial reports, such as the monthly 
Profit & Loss Budget Performance, Park Revenue & 
Expenses, Training & Reimbursement, the General 
Manager’s reports, and the minutes from the previ-
ous month’s meeting. The website also maintains the 
audio recordings of the Board meetings, and its cur-
rent and past budgets and audits, as well as all of the 
officer’s salaries and contracts.

The public is welcomed at every KPPCSD Board, 
Finance Committee, Policy Committee, Park Build-
ing Committee, Park & Recreation Committee, and 
Solid Waste Coordinating Committee meeting, and is 
invited to make public comments and ask questions 
regarding any item of District business or finances. 
All of these meetings are posted in full compliance 
with the Brown Act.

The Board of Directors is so supportive of open meet-
ings and transparency, that during the period of time 
when the Brown Act was suspended, it still posted all 
of its agendas in full compliance with the Act.

“On July 12, 2012…the Board publicly considered 
the Chief’s compensation. The meeting was lawfully 
posted and the agenda reflected Board action on com-
pensation. The public was entitled to, and did, hear 
the discussion about the salary, and commented on 

it…many members of the public were so ready to 
participate that they read prepared statements.” 
– Linda Lipscomb (Outlook, Nov. 2012, ‘Election 
Beat,’ FN 3, Page 9.) 

4 The Chief was entitled to annual performance 
and salary reviews, as per his contract. Due largely 
to investigations spearheaded by Director Kosel, 
he was not provided with those reviews for three 
years. His raise reflects CPI and performance-based 
increases he could have reasonably expected to have 
received had those reviews taken place as called for 
in his contract. (Outlook, Nov. 2012, ‘The Election 
Beat,’ FN 4, Page 9. See also original reference: 
Sept. 2012 Outlook – ‘2012 COP/GM Compensation 
Analysis,’ Page 7.)

5 In considering the source of these allegations, it 
should be noted that Ms. Kosel has a well-docu-
mented record of her own regarding the themes she 
mentions – arrogance, secrecy, carelessness, ‘open-
ness,’ ‘transparency,’ and “circumventing the spirit 
of democracy” – from her time on the KPPCSD 
Board of Directors.  

“The Outlook has previously documented more than 
30 incidents in which…Kosel appears to have misled 
the citizens of Kensington, to have misrepresented 
her record, to have violated election laws, and to have 
accepted potentially illegal campaign contributions. 
She has been rude to her constituents and fellow 
board members, lobbied for the police department to 
adopt illegal hiring policies, spearheaded investiga-
tions of the GM/COP and other police officers (all of 
which were found to be without merit), and more.” 
(See Outlook, Feb. 2013, Letters to the Editor, ‘Foot-
notes: Fact Checking or Editorial Bias?’ – Page 2. 
See also: Outlook, Oct. 2012, ‘Online Annex/Can-
didate Interviews,’ Cathie Kosel, Page 3; and Nov. 
2012, ‘Top Cop’s Name Cleared,’ Page 1, and ‘The 
Election Beat,’ Page 9.) 

Her actions during her unsuccessful 2012 re-election 
campaign garnered a warning letter from the Califor-
nia Fair Political Practices Commission (CFPPC).

6 As recently reported by the Outlook, for the last 
20 years, KPPCSD has been picking up the cost of 
providing the crossing guard, and the Kensington 
Police Dept. has been providing additional patrols 
and services for Hilltop Elementary before, during, 
and after school, including security checks through-
out the day and night, and extra traffic enforcement 
during school commute hours…(WCCUSD)…
recently invited KPPCSD to apply to receive com-
pensation for those services, going forward. (See 
Outlook, April 2014, ‘Lynn, Keith, and Tony Bring 
Home the Bacon,’  Page 9.)

7 As recently reported by the Outlook, the percent-
age of the property taxes awarded to each district 
was based on their individual budgets at the time 
Proposition 13 was passed in 1978; the Police Dis-
trict was reportedly running “lean,” while the Fire 
District was running in the red, and, in the estima-
tion of some, about to go bankrupt. In accordance 
with the law, the percentages of the 1% property tax 
were fixed at approximately 30% for the Fire Dis-
trict, to help it survive, and 13% of the 1% for the 

…Writ, from Page 3

Kosel Was For the Extension…

1. This suit is on track to cost the town of 
Kensington a quarter of a million dollars 
or more if the entire matter is not settled 
preemptively by the Court of Appeal. 
What is it that you’re asking for that is 
important enough to cost the town such a 
significant sum? 

2. The suit has been going on for over a 
year now. What do you think it would it 
take to settle the case?

3. At $200,000 – the cost of the defense 
to-date, that’s about $100 per household. 
What would you say to your neighbors 
about costing each of them this amount of 
money?

4. Whose idea was it to initiate this suit?

5. The ACLU filed an amicus brief on the 
side of the plaintiffs. Can you describe the 
position it has taken? 

6.  Apparently the ACLU did not appear to 
argue its position at the April 1st hearing 
in front of the California Court of Appeal, 
where oral arguments were presented on 
the propriety of listing three named indi-
viduals in the suit. That seems like a criti-
cal hearing for a supporting organization 
to have missed. Why didn’t the ACLU 
appear?

7. It’s rumored that the attorneys for the 
defendants made a settlement offer to avoid 
further litigation. What was the nature of 
that offer, and why was it rejected? 

8. Why were Directors Chuck Toombs, 
Linda Lipscomb, and Tony Lloyd singled 
out for suit from the other two sitting 
KPPCSD Board directors (Cathie Kosel 
and Mari Metcalf)?

9. Do you think that KPPCSD directors 
should be subject to suit for the opinions 
they hold and votes they make in the 
course of their duties – for what is essen-
tially a volunteer position?

10. Mari Metcalf sued the three respon-
dents on behalf of the petitioners as a 
private attorney, while simultaneously 
serving on the District’s Board. Doesn’t 
that raise concerns over a potential con-
flict of interest and a breach of her duties 
to the District as a director?

11. The updated writ contains a request for 
attorney’s fees. What is the amount that 
the plaintiff’s attorneys are claiming, to-
date? If awarded, how much of that would 
accrue to Mari Metcalf? 

12. Some have speculated that this case is 
now just about bragging rights and about 
which party is going to pay attorneys’ fees. 
What is your response to that assessment?

12 Questions for the Petitioners

see Writ, Page 9… 
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Shopping on the Arlington?
D’Jour Floral has a new 

location for your shopping 
convenience. Stop by the 

Country Cheese Company.
In addition to their fine 
selection of delectables,
you will find assorted 
bouquets from D’Jour.

r

Shopping on Colusa?
Look for a selection of 

bouquets and plants 
fresh daily at Colusa Market.

D’Jour Floral of Kensington Gardens
r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r

r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r v r v rv
 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

v
 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

 
r

 
v

Celebrate Mother’s Day, graduation or any special day 
with a fresh floral arrangement, Hawaiian Lei or 

bouquet provided by D’Jour Floral of Kensington Gardens.
Call Judy at 510-525-7232 or email at antiquesdjour@aol.com 
to arrange for fresh floral arrangements to be delivered.
Hawaiian Leis and holiday deliveries are limited and should 
be pre-booked a minimum of 72 hours in advance.

REMEMBER

THIS 

DAY! SUNDAY, 

MAY 

11th

Neighborhood Pre-School
Serving the Kensington community since 1980

We are located on the kindergarten yard at Kensington Elementary School

Neighborhood School also offers before and after school care 
for K–6 grades for students attending Kensington Elementary School

90 Highland Blvd., Kensington, CA 94708
Classroom Phone 510 526-5871

Office Phone 510 236-5901
email neighborhoodschool@comcast.net

Pre-School Schedule
Pre-School 8:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Two classrooms,
licensed for 30 students

Dedicated Classrooms and Play Yard

We offer music with a teacher from the 
Crowden School of Music 

Spanish class with a certified Spanish instructor
Yoga class with a Yoga instructor 
Circle time ~ Kindergarten Prep 

Easy transition to kindergarten for our graduates

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”
   Daniel Patrick Moynihan

…Before She Was Against It

Police District. And, as per the statute, it has been 
that way ever since. The PD makes up the difference 
with additional assessments, approved by the voters. 
All taxes and assessments included, the FD  (which 
also collects a small additional assessment in most 
years) grosses approximately $2.5M annually, to the 
PD’s $2.2M – a difference of about $300,000 annu-
ally. The budgets of the two departments appear to 
show the FD having amassed reserves in the multiple 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, while the PD con-
tinues to struggle financially to fulfill its mandate. 
(The Outlook, March 2014, ‘Should the FD Continue 
to Charge the PD Rent?’ Page 8.)

8 According to GM/COP, Greg Harman, at the 
KPPCSD meeting of July 12, 2012, at approx. 
9:45pm, Board President, Chuck Toombs called for 
a motion to extend the meeting past 10pm. The vote 
was 3 to 2 in favor of extending – not the 4/5 vote 
required to pass the motion. 

After four members of the public spoke, then-
Director, Kosel made a motion that was seconded by 
then-Director Metcalf, to table the discussion on the 
compensation until the next scheduled board meet-
ing (in August). There was a short break at approx. 
9:55pm, and the meeting was reconvened at 10pm. 

On the return from the break, Kosel informed the 
Board that she had a motion and a second on the 
floor. President Toombs informed her that the vote to 
extend the meeting had not received the required 4/5 
vote; she then requested another vote to extend 
the meeting and all five directors voted to extend 
the meeting without including a time limit. 

Kosel again called for a vote on her motion to table 
the item. The motion to table the item was rejected 
by a 3 to 2 vote, and the meeting continued, with 
members of the public speaking, as well as Directors 
Kosel and Metcalf participating in the discussions. 

At 10:45pm, a motion was made and seconded to 
offer the GM/COP a contract extension, increase 
the salary, and make a one time merit and retention 
bonus of $16,754, which passed on a 3-2 vote, with 
Kosel and Metcalf in the minority.

In addition, as to the claim that proper notice was not 
made under the Brown Act, the California legislature 
had temporarily suspended the Brown Act during 
this period. However, the KPPCSD Board continued 
to follow the rules and provisions of the Brown Act 
and posted the agenda for the July 12, 2012 meeting 
well in advance of the 72-hour notice requirement. 

The wording of the agenda made it clear what was to 
be discussed under this item:

“District - New Business…2. KPPCSD Board Vice 
President Tony Lloyd will present for Board discus-
sion and possible action the salary compensation 
package for General Manager/ Chief of Police Greg 
Harman for the July 1, 2012-June 30, 2014 contract 
period. Board Action.”

Agendas and recordings are available at http:// 
KensingtonCalifornia.org; videos by request, from 
the KPD, for a nominal charge, 

…Writ, from Page 8

It’s interesting to note that, at the July, 
2012 meeting at which the vote regard-
ing Harman’s raise and bonus was taken, 
when the directors came back from 
their break from 9:55-10pm, Director 
Kosel’s motion to table the discussion 
of the raise until the following meeting 
was not able to be voted on because, 
prior to the break, she and Director 
Metcalf had voted down the motion to 
extend the meeting. 

After the break, when Kosel demanded 
a vote on her motion to table the vote on 
the raise, President Toombs reminded 
her that her motion could not be con-
sidered, as no agreement to extend the 
meeting was in place. She then made a 
motion to extend the meeting, it was 
seconded by Metcalf, and the motion 
was passed unanimously. 

Once the meeting was extended, her 
motion to table the vote on Harman’s 

raise was voted down 3-2. Discussion 
then continued on the raise and it was 
eventually passed, again on a 3-2 vote. 

Had Director Kosel NOT moved to 
extend the meeting so a vote could 
be taken on her motion to table the 
discussion of the raise, the meeting 
would have, for lack of an agreement 
to extend it, adjourned – automati-
cally tabling the vote on the raise. 

In light of that scenario, the responsi-
bility for the extension of the meeting 
and subsequent vote on the raise might 
reasonably be placed at Director Kosel’s 
doorstep. (Which may explain the hasty 
removal of her name from the writ, just 
a month after it was filed. How would it 
have looked to be suing the District for 
improper extension of a meeting when 
one of the plaintiffs in the suit was the 
Director who had moved to extend it?)

Analysis

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

New El Cerrito Listing

7607 Leviston Avenue
Located near Terrace Park and with 
a huge yard and updated condition, 
this is a rare and special home! Two 
bedrooms, study or den, sunny decks 
and attached garage. Close to BART!                  
 Offered at $545,000
               

Bebe McRae
510.652.2133/415

bmcrae@grubbco.com
BebeMcRae.com

“Sorrow has its reward. 
It never leaves us 

where it found us.” 

      – Mary Baker Eddy

The Berkeley School (TBS) is throwing 
the ultimate birthday party: a street fair, 
open to the public and free to all, com-
memorating a half-century of progressive 
education in the heart of Berkeley.

Join TBS for family fun as we culminate 
our 50th anniversary celebration on Sat-
urday, May 10, from 11am to 3pm, just 
outside the TBS Early Childhood Center 
at the edge of the Gourmet Ghetto (2030 
Francisco Street between Shattuck and 
Milvia – where Alice Waters once taught 
preschool).

There will be food, a samba band, games, 
prizes, and arts and crafts. Highlights 
include perennial favorites such as a birth-
day-party bouncy house, an oldfashioned 
dunk tank, face painting, and of course, 
birthday cake – plus rocket building, a 30- 
foot climbing wall, and more.

Special thanks to our sponsors Alta Wines, 
Stella Carakasi, and The Lederers Real-
tors. 

The Berkeley School believes that inno-
vating in response to the needs of children 
creates life-long learners. Every day for 
50 years, teachers have created intentional 
environments where every child is known, 
and each is celebrated for who s/he is. At 
TBS, we believe when children know and 
have confidence in themselves, they will 
be empowered to engage a rapidly chang-
ing world. 

Founded in 1963, TBS is the only progres-
sive, pre-kindergarten through 8th grade 
program serving 280 students on two 
campuses in the greater Berkeley area.

TBS also believes that “What matters in 
education, matters in life.” Sometimes 
what matters most is appreciating the 
places and people who made us who we 
are. Join us in doing just that!

For more information, contact Araxi Gun-
delfinger at agundelfinger@theberkeley-
school.org, or 665-8800 x108.

Free Francisco Street Faire - May 10th
The Berkeley School Celebrates 50 Years

Happy Mother’s Day!
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All Outdoor Summer Camp 

Ages 4-16 • Free Extended Care 

Lakefront Lafayette Location 

Free Transportation 
 

Kensington Library 

 Arlington & Mendocino 

Win a Week of Camp! 

www.roughingit.com/outlook 

3/1/14, Officer Turner responded to 
the unit block of Lenox Rd. for a report 
of a stolen vehicle. It was determined 
the vehicle had been stolen several 
days earlier and was not reported due 
to the victim being out of town. On 
2/28 four suspects were arrested by 
Sacramento PO in connection with 
the vehicle and other crimes. This 
case is closed.

3/2/14, Officer Ramos took a report of 
a hit and run that occurred in a drive-
way in the 100 block 
of Purdue Ave. There 
are no witnesses and 
the damage reported 
was a crack in a brick 
retaining wall.

3/3/14, Officer Turner 
responded to the 200 
block of Arlington 
Ave. for a report of 
an identity theft.

3/9/14, Corporal 
Stegman stopped 
a vehicle in the 200 block of Cam-
bridge Ave. and arrested a severely 
intoxicated driver for DUI.

3/10/14, Officer Turner responded to 
the 200 block of Arlington Ave. for 
report of an identity theft.

3/13/14, Officer Turner responded to 
the 1600 block of Ocean View Ave. 
for a non-injury accident.

Excerpt From March 2014

3/19/14, Corporal Stegman responded 
to the unit block of Arlington Ave. on 
a report of two juveniles in a physical 
altercation.

3/25/14, Officer Turner responded to 
the 200 block of Arlington Ave. for a 
report of an identity theft.

3/30/14, Officer Turner responded to 
the 200 block of Arlington Ave. for a 
report of a check fraud.

3/07/2014, Officer Martinez responded 
to the 200 block of Lake Dr. on a report 

of a petty theft. 

3/14/2014, Officer 
Martinez responded 
to the unit block of 
Ardmore Rd. on 
a report of a petty 
theft.

3/20/2014,  Officer 
Martinez responded 
to the 400 block of 
Colusa Ave. on a 
report of a commer-

cial burglary. 

3/20/2014, Officer Martinez responded 
to the unit block of Lam Ct. on a report 
of an identity theft.

From the Files of the KPDFrom the Files of the KPD

Complete Report at KensingtonCalifornia.org/KPPCSD-board/2014-agenda-packets-0

The Ring Time Report for March 
identified 47 total 911 calls with 3 
having ring times over 20 seconds. 
The average ring time for the month 
was 7 seconds.

                                                                              
The Board packets, monthly reports, 
minutes, recordings of the KPPCSD 
Board Meetings, and Bay View- 
County Solid Waste contracts are 
available for review at: www.Kensing-
tonCalifornia.org

Website

        

Dick Bersin was a kind and 
beloved husband, father, grand-
father, scientist, inventor, and 
businessman. His sweet caring 
way, his intellect, and his pas-
sion to create and invent will all 
be forever missed.

Dick was born to Virginia 
and Maxwell Bersin in New 
York City. He received a BS 
in Physics from MIT in 1950 and an MS in 
Math and Physics from Northeastern Uni-
versity in 1962.

He enjoyed a career as a physicist and 
plasma process technologist, and was an 
inventor at heart.  He began his career at 
Tracerlab in Boston, where he worked 
from 1950-1968.   

In 1969 he founded International Plasma 
Corporation (IPC) in Richmond, Califor-
nia.  IPC pioneered the use of plasma 
processing for the manufacture of semi-
conductors.  

In 1974, he became Executive Vice Pres-
ident of Dionex Gas Plasma Systems.  He  

continued his scientific devel-
opment for Perkin Elmer Cor-
poration in Wilton, Connecticut 
from 1979-1983.

In 1985, Dick founded Emer-
gent Technology Corporation in 

New Haven, Connecticut, to 
focus on environmentally 
clean plasma processing, 
and later worked in this field 

for Ulvac Japan, Ltd.

Dick held more than 12 patents in 
plasma chemistry, many of which revolu-
tionized the etching of computer chips. 

He was a mentor to young scientists and 
engineers and inspired his children to be 
interested in all areas of science.

He loved to play the piano, was an 
expert ballroom dancer, and enjoyed 
music throughout his life.

Dick is survived by his wife, The Rev. 
Ruth H. Bersin, his sons: Joshua Morris 
Bersin (Heidi), Adam Samuel Bersin 
(Ana), and Jacob David Bersin (Emily); 
by his daughter Rebekah Bersin Funes 
(Jose Funes); and 9 grandchildren.

Rest in Peace

Richard Lewis Bersin
July 4, 1929 - Feb. 11, 2014

In Memory

East Bay 
Appraisal Service
When you need an appraisal in the East Bay

�
DAVID LYONS

Certified Residential Appraiser
CA Lic. # AR012106

616 Santa Fe Avenue  •  Albany, CA 94706

Tel: 510.525.6683
Fax: 510.525.3994

It’s 2013 2014, but
Computers
can still be a challenge...

Setup & Repair • Business & Home 
Great local references • We come to you

May Technology • maytc.com• 932-4021

Mac & PC  
iPad & more

f|ÄäxÜ cÉÄ|á{xÜ
• Professional
• Experienced 
• Reasonable

References Available

Call Lora 510.234.8400



 k e n s i n g t o n  o u t l o o k  

 

KCC - May 5th    
Kensington Community Council 
1st Mondays, 7:30pm. 525-0292 

FKL - May 6th 
Friends of the Kensington 
Library, 7pm (at the Library, 61 
Arlington Ave.) 1st Tuesdays 

KPPCSD - May 8th  
Police Protection and 
Community Services District 
2nd Thursdays 7:30pm. 526-4141

KPSC - May 12th
Kensington Public Safety Council 
Earthquake/Disaster Preparedness 
2nd Mondays, 6pm. 501-8165

KARO/ECHO - May 12th 
Amateur Radio Operators 
2nd Mondays of odd months, 
7:30pm. 524-9815

KFPD - May 14th
Fire Protection District  
2nd Wednesdays, 7pm. 527-8395

KIC -  No May Meeting 
Kensington Improvement Club
4th Mondays, 7:30pm. 527-3062

KMAC (Tentative) - May 27th
Municipal Advisory Council
Last Tues. 7pm. (Call Supe. Gioia’s 
office to confirm: 231-8691)

Kensington Community Center
59 Arlington Ave., Kensington 

Town MeetingsTown Meetings

(Schedule Subject to Change – Call to Confirm.)

K ensington K alendarK ensington K alendar

May 4  Rev. Károly Vass, “A Transyl-
vania Unitarian Minister Looks at 
UU Congregations in the Present.”  
10-11am. Free. UUCB, 1 Lawson Rd, 
Kensington, 525-0302, www.uucb.org.

 May 4, 11, 18, 25  Kensington Farmers 
Market. Live produce & live music 
every Sunday, 10am-2pm. Free. Colusa 
Circle. 

May 5  Kensington Library Knitting 
Club “The Castoffs.” All levels wel-
come. Please bring your own needles 
and yarn. Support, encouragement, and 
help provided. Kensington Library, 
6:30pm. Free. 524-3043.

May 6  The Power of Myth at the 
Movies: Grand Canyon (1992). View 
this movie before class, then come to 
the discussion led by Richard Stromer 
from 7:30-9pm. $7. UUCB, 1 Lawson 
Rd., Kensington. www.uucb.org.

May 10  67th Annual Spring Carnival at 
Kensington Hilltop Elementary, 11am-
3pm. See Page 1.

May 10 & 11  Friends of the Kensington 
Library Annual Book Sale. Saturday, 
May 10th (9am-4pm) and Sunday, May 
11th (11am-4pm) at the Community 
Center. Bag sale Sunday, 2-4pm. 

May 11  Mothers’ Day Lunch, 11am-
2pm. Special lunch honoring Mother’s 
Day. Pizza, pasta, and other delicious 
treats. Benchmark Pizzeria, 1568 Oak 
View Avenue, Colusa Circle.

May 12  Julie Cohn Demonstrates 
Painting Eyes in Watercolor. El Cer-

rito Community 
Center, 7007 
Moeser Lane, 
EC, 7pm. Free. 
277-6996 or 
bdaniell1943@
gmail.com.

May 12  Author 
Talk.  Amy 
Block Joy dis-
cusses her newest 
book, Retalia-
tion  – a first-
person account 
about the danger 
of speaking out 
in the workplace 

– a follow up to 
her previous book, 
Whistleblower. For 

adults. Kensington Library, 61 Arling-
ton Ave. 7pm. Free. 524-3043. 

May 13  Dine Out for Edible Education. 
20% of proceeds donated to the Cook-
ing & Gardening program in Berkeley 
Public Schools. At Benchmark Pizze-
ria, Colusa Circle.

May 13, 20 & 27  Family Storytime  Pic-
ture books, songs, rhymes, and fun. 
Stuffed animals & pajamas welcome. 
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington, 
6:30pm. Free. 

May 15  Design & Create Your Own 
Book Cover for a favorite book and 
have it displayed in the library. For ele-
mentary school-aged kids. Kensington 
Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 3pm. Free. 
524-3043.

May 16 and 18 Contra Costa Chorale 
Spring Concert presents New York, 
New York! featuring choral music by 
20th century composers who were 
born, or lived in, New York City. 
Aaron Copland and Leonard Bernstein; 
choral highlights from Porgy and Bess, 
popular tunes by Marvin Hamlisch, 
and others. Cara Bradbury and Skye 
Atman on piano. 5/16 at 8pm, St. Cor-
nelius Catholic Church, 225-28th St., 
Richmond; and 5/18 at 5pm, UUCB, 
1 Lawson Rd., Kensington. $20 Gen-
eral, $15 Students/Seniors/Disabled. 
Children under 12 – free. Info: www.
ccchorale.org, or 255-0703.

May 17  El Cerrito Hillside Festival    
features hikes, native plant tours, a bike 
park demonstration, historical talks 
and tours, habitat restoration dem-

May 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29  Baby & Toddler 
Storytime. Stories, songs & action 
rhymes for young children and their 
caregivers. Kensington Library, 61 
Arlington Ave. Two identical sessions 
10:15 am & 11:15 am. Free. 524-3043.

May 3  Legos in the Library. Bricks 4 Kidz 
is bringing Lego bricks and blueprints 
to the library so we can get creative 
and build something amazing! Appro-
priate for ages 3 and up. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Kensington Library.  
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 
11:00 am. Free. 524-3043.

May 3  Berkeley Garden Club Spring 
Plant Sale, 9am-3pm. 131 Ashbury 
Avenue, El Cerrito. Proceeds support 
BGC’s conservation and education 
activities. berkeleygardenclub.org. 

May 3  Photographer Lisa Toby’s show 
“First Light, Last Light” opens at 
Nan Phelps Studio. Reception, open to 
the public, from 5pm-7pm, 398 Colusa 
Ave., Berkeley (on Colusa Circle). 
Show runs May 3rd-31st: Thursdays 
and Fridays 12-4 and Saturdays 10-4. 
See her work at http://lisatoby.com. 

May 3  Kathryn Roszak’s Danse Lumi-
ere presents Dance on Center recital 
with Hilltop kids at 4pm. Osher Studio, 
2055 Center Street, Berkeley. Dance 
on Center Series at 8pm with Ballet 
San Jose guest artists. Information: 
233-5550 or www.dlkdance.com.

May 4 High School Senior Picture at 
Kensington Recreation Center, 3:30pm. 
Keep the tradition alive! Picture in Out-
look’s June’s issue.

page 11may 2014

onstrations, free garden club plants, 
kids’ events, and more, in a 90-acre 
wildness area in the middle of the city. 
10am-3pm at the Hillside Natural Area. 
Gather at the trailhead, near the Recy-
cling Center, 7501 Schmidt Lane, EC. 
www.ecTrailTrekkers.org.

May 18  Community Family Orchestra 
Potluck at the Kensington Community 
Center, 6-7:30pm. For children and 
those of all ages who play an orches-
tral instrument. CFO is creating a free, 
high quality, non-competitive, and 
educational orchestral collaboration 
with area residents. Info/expressions 
of interest: to  ckckirk@gmail.com,  or 
call Deb at (650) 924-3145. 

May 19 Kensington Library Book 
Club. Discussion of Death in Venice 
by Thomas Mann. Kensington Library, 
61 Arlington Ave., 6:30pm. Free. 524-
3043. (Special holiday schedule.)

May 20  Berkeley Garden Club Lecture 
Program, 12:30-3pm, Albany Com-
munity Center, 1249 Marin Avenue. 
Lecture: “Great Plants for our East 
Bay Gardens” by Tricia Christopher, 
Landscape Architect. Plant exchange, 
12:30-1pm; general meeting, 1-2pm; 
lecture, 2-3pm. Public welcome. www.
berkeleygardenclub.org.  

May 22   Wine Dinner with Navarro 
Vineyards at Benchmark Pizza, 
6:30pm. 5-course dinner paired with 
some of Mendocino’s best wines. 
Navarro rep, Jim Greaves will discuss 
each wine, and attendees will receive 
a discount on future orders. $90/person 
plus tax. Reservations req’d. 1568 Oak 
View Ave., Colusa Circle. www.Bench-
markPizza.com

May 24   Path Clean-up. The Gore Lot 
near the Chevron Station on Arlington 
Ave. 10am-noon. Bring rakes, gloves, 
brooms, dust pans, loppers, and clip-
pers. Water and cookies provided. 

May 30 Last day for KASEP spring 
session classes.

May 30  Chocolate & Chalk Art Festi-
val 10am-5pm, Gourmet Ghetto, North 
Shattuck Ave., Berkeley. Chalk Art 
Contest!  Eat Chocolate! Free Admis-
sion. (Rain Date 6/7) Info: 548-5335 

May 31  Jane Austen’s “Mansfield Park” 
Ball in Kensington. Join the Bay Area 
English Regency Society in celebrat-
ing the bicentennial of Jane Austen’s 
novel “Mansfield Park” at the Arling-
ton Community Church. Costumes are 
encouraged and there will be dancing 
to live music starting at 8pm. Info at: 
http://baers.org/MansfieldPark.pdf.

K K

Join the Bay Area English Regency Society in celebrating the bicentennial of Jane 
Austen’s novel “Mansfield Park,” at the Arlington Community Church. See May 31.

Photo: Jean Martin

THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS
LEARNING IN GERMAN AND ENGLISH

• Dual-immersion program for 
   grades PreK - 8 in Berkeley
• Educational concept that 
   fosters holistic and individual 
   development
• Limited class sizes that offer a 
   safe and nurturing learning 
   environment
• Truly international outlook 
   with appreciation for cultural 
   diversity

GISSV Berkeley Campus | 1581 Le Roy Ave. | Berkeley, CA 94708
Phone: 510 558 0436  |  Web: www.gissv.org  |  Email: office@gissv.org 

Call to schedule 
CAMPUS TOUR

MOUNTAIN VIEW  •  BERKELEY  •  SAN FRANCISCO

Scan to visit website
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GRIEF SPECIALIST – Rediscover self  after loss. 
Michelle Peticolas, Ph.D. 524-1227. Free Guide:  
secretsoflifeanddeath.com 

HAD A WONDERFUL LIFE? OR NOT? Want 
to write a book about it for your family or a larger 
audience? It is hard work but very gratifying. You will 
probably need some help to do that, and I can give you 
a free estimate. Louise Lacey, 510-525-7502 

HANDYMAN/LOCKSMITH – Lic#4865 – 20 
years experience. Quick response to lockouts – rekeying 
repairs. Love to paint and build fences/small projects. 
Local references. Call Bruce at 510-528-3419 

HARDWOOD FLOORS – CORK FLOORS 
– maple countertops professionally sanded and 
refinished, re-coated or waxed. Vinyl and tile stripped/
waxed. 35 years of  local experience. Lic#690782.  
www.swirsdingsfloorservice.com  548-7766    

HOME CARE ASSISTANCE. Elder care, child care, 
errands, shopping, cooking, etc. Caring. dependable, 
experienced. References. Call Navra at 510-684-5066 

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR – Kitchens & 
baths, expert home repairs, painting, waterproofing. 
Reliable. Lic#606634 Thomas Cuniff  Construction 
415-378-2007  

LEARN GUITAR with George Cole. All styles, all 
levels, acoustic, electric.  Professional,  patient, courte-
ous. Convenient Kensington location 510-526-4283  
georgecole.net  georgecoleguitar@gmail.com 

LOCAL TEACHERS SEEK HOUSE RENTAL in 
Kensington area.....1-year lease term beginning either 
late June or early August. Looking for 2+ bedrooms, 
cat-friendly, garden space preferred. Please contact 
Ginny at: ginnytremblay.arts@gmail.com 

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience in 
home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, win-
dows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, fencing. 
Framing through finish. Large or small jobs. Local 
resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051 

PETER THE PAINTER - 20 years of  happy clients. 
Int/Ext  Great local refs  Lic/Insured  510 575-3913 

RENE’S HAULING. Fast and friendly trash removal 
for your home, yard, attic, basement or business. Just 
dial 510-HAULING (428-5464) or 510-367-5695 

SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor since 
1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall, interior 
or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626. Senior 
discount.  Jim Allen  510-526-4399 

TECHNICAL & CREATIVE SERVICES – 
Friendly computer support, oral histories, memoir writ-
ing, photography. www.soberanis.com  510-225-1361 

TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL AWAY SVC. 
Pick up, clean out, dump run, deliver, donate most 
anything, anytime. Leslie at 510-235-0122. Email: 
two_strongwomen@yahoo.com.  

Classified AdsClassified Ads
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A HOME REPAIR EXPERT. Fences, decks, carpen-
try, tile work, doors and locks, glass and windows, small 
electrical/plumbing jobs, odd jobs. Local references. 
Call Rick at 761-7168  

ARLINGTON ESTATE CARE 510-334-2066 Call 
us Today Personal assistance Errands Pet Care and so 
much more! 

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. Interior, 
exterior, waterproof  coatings, wood restoration, color 
consultation. License #721226. Kensington references. 
655-9267 for free estimate. 

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality, int/
ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount, fully ins., 
Lic. 639300, free est., see display ad inside. 232-3340. 

COMPUTER COURAGE was founded in Kens-
ington and helps you in your home or office with any 
computer problems. Mac or PC, viruses, training, 
backup and more. info@computercourage.com or 
(510) 525-2226 

DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR - Kensington 
resident with 40+ yrs experience in residential remodel-
ing/renovation, specializing in handicap accessibility. 
Lots of  local references. Lic.#357706-B. Learn more 
at www.baywoodbuilding.com. Call:510-798-5808 or 
Email: Robert@baywoodbuilding.com 

DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MANAGE-
MENT for your additions, remodels and major 
Upgrades by retired architect/builder. Also home 
repairs. Call Rob 510-526-4037 

DRUM LESSONS  
Local teacher with 30 years playing  
experience. 
Rock, blues, funk, jazz.  
Patient, thorough.  
If  you have a heartbeat, you’ve got rhythm.  
Richard, 524-4340 

EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL – Kensington 
References. Interior/Exterior. Senior Discounts. Rea-
sonable rates. Free Estimate. Call Rafael at 510-459-
6431 or email: rafael.estrada@att.net 

FLOWERS FOR MOTHER’S DAY – For your 
shopping convenience D’Jour Floral has assorted bou-
quets available both at the Country Cheese Company 
on Arlington Ave and Colusa Market on Colusa Ave. 
For home delivery call Judy at 510-525-7232 or 510-
599-4243 or email antiquesdjour@aol.com 

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit. Sensible, 
lasting workmanship by 3rd generation fine furniture 
maker, Huttonio Brooks. 526-4749. www.huttonio.com 

GHOST DANCE CONSTRUCTION CO. – Add 
value to your home with home remodeling and repairs. 
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions, decks. Free estimates. 
California Contractors Lic #567268 since 1988. Call 
Jon Van Heuit at 510-334-0634 
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EXPERT PAINTING 
By 

RAFAEL

510-459-6431
Rafael.estrada@att.net

• Interior and Exterior 
• Reasonable Rates 
• Senior Discounts 
• Free Estimate 
• Kensington References

See Letters, Back Page… 

To the Editor:

As President of the Kensington Improve-
ment Club (KIC), I am delighted to report 
that at our meeting in March, the KIC 
Board voted unanimously to throw its 
support behind Measure L. 

This revitalized Community Center will 
benefit every member of our unique hill-
side hamlet in many ways. Besides the 
importance of seismic and code upgrades, 
the increase in usefulness will be extraor-
dinary. This renovation is sure to increase 
our property values, while providing our 
community with a beautifully enhanced 
building where our Boards can meet, 
opportunities for new income revenues 
with rentals for family celebrations, and 
a more comfortable gathering place for 
Kensington’s many community events. 

The heating, lighting, and audio/visual 
systems will be upgraded, the bathrooms 
and the kitchen will be completely over-
hauled, and the main room will be opened 
up to the park with a wall of glass doors 
spanning the entire west-facing side of the 
building. 

KIC is also putting its money where its 
mouth is, in that it has committed $10,000 
of its funds toward this important project. 

A 2/3 vote is needed to pass Measure L. 
This bond will be issued at rates which 
are historically low; it will cost $14 per 
$100,000 of assessed value (not resale 
value). For the average homeowner, that 
will equate to less than $5/month. Your 
vote on June 6 matters. Please join KIC in 
its support of Measure L.

As always, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to invite all interested KIC residents 
to attend our monthly meetings. They are 
held at 7:30pm at the Community Center 
on the 4th Monday of each month, with a 
couple of exceptions. The Outlook regu-
larly prints KIC’s schedule in the Commu-
nity Calendar section. 

Respectfully yours, 
Melissa Holmes Snyder, President, KIC

KIC: ‘Yes’ on Measure L

Outlook:

As members of the Kensington com-
munity and people who are dedicated to 
quality public space and the betterment 
of our civic facilities, we have been fol-
lowing and participating in the Commu-
nity Center revitalization project for many 
years. 

Over the past 4 years the KPPCSD worked 
to determine what should happen to our 
park buildings and how to raise the crucial 
public funding needed to make the Com-
munity Center safer, more functional, and 

More Support for Measure L

Cones and Floats  
and Hotdogs – Oh My!
…Carnival, from Page 1

Dear Editor - 

I moved to Kensington a year ago, after 
having settled in to my position at Albany 
High School two years before. The longer 
I live and work in this community, the 
more I feel like a part of something truly 
rare and special; neighbors watch out for 
one another, people are active in the com-
munity and take care of the beautiful natu-
ral surroundings that everyone enjoys. 

At the beginning of this year, two other 
teachers and I pooled our modest incomes 
and leased a home on Grizzly Peak Blvd; 
teaching is stressful and we knew that 
having a home in a quiet natural setting 
would help us to unwind and process the 
details of the day. This indeed proved to 
be the case and our house quickly became 
home. 

Unfortunately, the recent housing market 
has proven to work against us; our land-
lord has opted not to renew our lease and 
we will be without a home in June. 

I would like to bring attention to the dif-
ficulties of those who are invested in the 
very public service careers which nurture 
and sustain all levels of the community. 
While I am determined to fully participate 
in the community I serve, it is becoming 
harder and harder for public school teach-
ers in this area to do so.

Thank you, 
Ginny Tremblay

Housing Challenging for 
Those in Public Service

…Letters, from Page 4
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N A N  P H E L P S

Nan Phelps Photography presents

LISA TOBY GOODMAN
First Light, Last Light

“the majesty and vulnerability 
of our fragile world”

RECEPTION
Sat. May 3rd 5-7pm

398 Colusa Ave., Berkeley 
Exhibition: May 3rd - May 31st
Hours: Thu-Fri 12-4 & Sat 10-4

 

PORTRAITS • FAMILIES • WEDDINGS   nanphelps.com

made by Hilltop moms. The quilt will be 
on display at the Kensington Library up 
until the day of the event. Raffle tickets 
are $2 each and can be purchased from 
Hilltop School students, at The Arlington, 
and at the Farmer’s Market. 

Donate gently used items to the popular 
White Elephant Sale – accepted weekdays 
from 8:30-9am at the south side entrance 
of Hilltop; or arrange a pick up via email: 
Romydouglass@gmail.com. Then stop by 
the White Elephant Sale and find other 
such treasures on carnival day!

Donated bikes for the Deals-on-Wheels 
Bike Sale can be dropped off through 
May 9th at Jason’s Chevron Station on the 
Arlington. Jason will provide bike donors 
10% off labor for any service through the 
end of May. Bikes can also be dropped off 
at Hilltop on May 9th, behind the multi-
purpose room. Got bikes but can’t drop 
‘em off? E-mail rododu@gmail.com. 

“That some good can be  
derived from every event  

is a better proposition than  
that everything happens  

for the best, which  
it assuredly does not.”

– James K. Feibleman
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LAW OFFICE OF 
DORIS E. MITCHELL

(510) 684-6372
10329 San Pablo Avenue • El Cerrito, CA • 94530

www.dorisemitchell.com

Doris E. Mitchell, 
LLM TAX 

Attorney at Law

�
Practice Areas:

Wills  •  Trusts
Conservatorship 

Family Law  •  Probate

Elite Car Service
Long-term Kensington resident 
providing reliable and courteous 

transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports 

as well as transportation around town.

� Call Tim 
at 

(510) 926-0121
TCP: 28594

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

• A delivery service for 
community residents.

• Sponsored by community-based 
businesses.

• Customized same-day 
deliveries to your doorstop.

• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

Interior  •  Exterior 
Quality Preparation • Expert Application

10% cheaper than competitors’ rates
jppaintingcoberkeley.com

510 • 524 • 4366

1 Lawson Road in Kensington 
(follow signs from Arlington & Moeser)

525-0302 www.uucb.org

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH 
OF BERKELEY
Revs. Barbara & Bill Hamilton-Holway 
Merrin Clough, Director of Family Ministry

~SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP~
Services at 9 & 11 

Adult Education Hour at 10
Religious Education Classes at 11

more usable for everyone. Much work has 
been accomplished including: 

1. Development of a Master Plan for all 
the park buildings with design and safety 
recommendations led by an architect spe-
cializing in public projects.  Members of 
the community gathered in two public 
workshops to share their views on what 
was most important today and into the 
future.

2. Creation of funding options for imple-
menting the recommendations in the 
Master Plan, by a financial advisor spe-
cializing in public financing. 

3. Public outreach to 10 Kensington groups 
who use the Community Center, to advise 
them of the recommendations for the park 
buildings and the financing options, and to 
hear about their concerns. 

4. Implementation of a community survey 
to ask a wider group of citizens about their 
interests and priorities for the Kensington 
Community Center.

We appreciate the hard work of our Dis-
trict and the many volunteers who have 
spent so much time to put Measure L 
before the Kensington community. We 
also share with others a belief that public 
space and shared community assets such 

as our park and our community center 
are the core of what makes communities 
strong and reflect their vibrancy, good 
health, and commitment to a larger public 
good. Everyone in Kensington should take 
pride in how those places are used, how 
they look, and how they feel. 

Help create a safe, attractive, and useful 
Community Center for our children and 
for others in the Kensington community 
that will serve us well into the future! 

Please join with us and vote YES on Mea-
sure L. 

Lisa Caronna and Jack Griffith


