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Three KPPCSD Meetings in One Night
Showcase a Long-Awaited Conclusion

By Linnea Due

On February 8, the Kensington Police
Protection and Community Services District
(KPPCSD) held three meetings: a Town
Hall, a closed meeting, and the regular board
meeting of the district that manages the
police, solid waste, and Kensington Park.
To say the Town Hall was ill-publicized
is to give too much credit. It was unpubli-
cized except on the KPPCSD website and a
paragraph in the Outlook, which was only
provided after prodding. The purpose of the
meeting was to inform residents about the
five hazard mitigation projects the district
is applying for. The hope is that the district
will receive funding from FEMA for one or
more of these projects.

The projects include building a police
station (cited as protecting lives, increasing
resilience, and avoiding damage to prop-

erty), which interim general manager David
Aranda admitted in his presentation was “a
long shot”; upgrading the Recreation Build-
ing for seismic, wildfire resistance, and solar
generation; two projects in tandem with the
Kensington Fire Protection District, reduc-
ing fuel loads in Tilden Park and installing
an early warning system. The last is to prune
trees and vegetation along Kensington’s
streets to prevent damage to power lines or
blocked streets during storms (Aranda also
noted that this is the county’s responsibility,
not the district’s). Several members of the tiny
audience (eight citizens attended in addi-
tion to KPPCSD directors, who left midway
for their closed meeting) made suggestions
or pointed out issues, such as establishing a
cooling center in the Rec Building violates

See KPPCSD, page 3

Fiscal Analysis of District
Reorganization Takes
First Step

By Linnea Due

Our elected officials and staff did not take
a break over the holidays, and the fruits of
such are showing. A necessary step to reor-
ganizing the two districts—the Kensington
Fire Protection District (KFPD) and the
Kensington Police Protection and Com-
munity Services District (KPPCSD)—is to
gain an understanding of the financial situ-
ation and outlook of both districts. Would it
be fiscally sound to make two districts into
one?

More commonly called consolidation, this
process entails dissolving the fire district
and creating a combined board of both dis-
tricts’ directors, with fire district contracts
with El Cerrito continuing unchanged. As
board directors’ terms expire, those seats
would drop off until the directors got back
down to the mandated five directors. It
cannot work the other way around, as the
fire district’s mandate is solely to deliver
fire-related services, while a CSD such as
the KPPCSD can offer a myriad of ser-
vices. At this point, the KPPCSD manages
the police, the solid waste contract with
Bay View, and Kensington Park. In a com-
bined district, it would also manage fire
and emergency medical services.

On November 10, the two districts put out
a Request for Proposals (RFP) to take on
the fiscal analysis. A couple firms declined
to submit a bid, citing that the scope of the
task was too large, with only one answer-
ing the call, a firm called Ridgeline. The
firm named February 2024 as its two-
week window for information gathering

See Consolidation, page 3
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Kensington and Beyond Update
February 2024

Just Listed

2332 Alva Avenue
El Cerrito

3BR|35BA[2341SQFT

Newly constructed showcasing modern
amenities with timeless style.

OFFERED AT: $1,498,000

To View Online: 2332alva.com

SOLD

1433 Devonhire Drive
El Cerrito Hills

4BR|3BA[1998 SQFT

Gorgeous Mid-Century with stunning views
spectacular garden. Beautifully renovated!

Offered at: $1,598,000 | Sold: $2,128,000

To View Online: 1433devonshire.com

Sold with favorable terms, no
contingencies, and timely closes.

Representing Kensington sellers for over 25 years. Specializing
in Trusts and residential real estate.

If you are considering selling or simply wish to know the value
of your home, call me. The appointment is confidential and
complimentary. Consider me your real estate resource.

Ruth Frassetto, CRS | 510.697.8606 | ruth.frassetto@compass.com | DRE 00779030

Over 25+ years of experience. Consider me your Real Estate resource.

COMPASS

Compoass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Exact dimensions can be obtained by
retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

JAN. 2024 TO PRESENT
2 Closed Sales
Median List Price: $1,349,500
Median Sales Price: $1,887,500
“ Median Sq. Ft.: 2,567
% Median Cost Per Sq. Ft.
List Price: $674.19
Sales Price: $819.51
Median Days on Market: 11

Kensington Market Update

- a |
JAN - FEB 2022
4 Closed Sales
Median List Price: $1,196,000
Median Sales Price: $1,512,500
Median Sq. Ft.: 1,861
Median Cost Per Sq. Ft.
List Price: $715.07
Sales Price: $800.30
Median Days on Market: 21

e

10 Questions a seller should ask the agents they are interviewing to list their
home. (Always interview more than one brokerage when looking for an agent

to represent you).

Price and commission are important considerations. But, is that all?

What is your marketing strategy?

N

multiple bids?

What is your valuation and pricing strategy for my property?
How will you protect me from the risks of the sale not closing?
How will you retain interested buyers and develop momentum to achieve

5. Is now the best time to place my property on the market? Why? If not,

when is it and why?

6. Please explain in detail the difference in the range and quality of services

| should expect from you and your firm.

7.  Why do you think you are the best person to represent me and my home?
8.  What do you recommend | do to prepare my home?
9. How long have you been an agent and what is your track record?

10. Is there anything else?

If you are interested in knowing the value of your home or what is required
to sell a home in this market, call me. The appointment is confidential and

complimentary.

510.697.8606

DRE 00779030

ruth.frassetto@compass.com

Serving Kensington and the surrounding areas for over
40 years. Specializing in Residential Real Estate and
Trust Sales. Consider me your real estate resource.

RUTH FRASSETTO, CRS

COMPASS

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628, 01527235,
1527365.. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified.
Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and

square footage are approximate.

January Police Report

The KPD handled 811 incidents during January (up from 665 the prior month). 550
were officer-initiated events, including 49 traffic enforcement stops resulting in 25 cita-
tions (up from 23 in December). Officers responded to 261 dispatched calls for service
(up from 251) and took 31 reports (up from 26). During January, one felony and one mis-
demeanor arrest were made. Six missing persons investigations were conducted. Twenty-
six percent of this month's investigations were felony crimes. Average response times for
officers decreased from 5.9 to 5.4 minutes.

Patrol Log

* On Jan. 1, at 1544 hours, officers took a report of a hit and run collision that occurred
on Highland Blvd. The investigation is ongoing.

* On Jan. 2, at 0742 hours, officers responded to the 100 block of Arlington Avenue for a
report of a stolen vehicle. The investigation is ongoing.

* On Jan. 3, at 1507 hours, officers responded to the 200 block of Arlington Avenue for a
vehicle vs. pedestrian collision. Medical assistance was provided to the victim, and the
investigation was sent to the Contra Costa County District Attorney Office for review.

* On Jan. 3, at 1705 hours, officers responded to a hit and run collision that occurred
around Ardmore Road and Kingston Drive. The investigation is ongoing.

* On Jan. 4, at 0630 hours, officers located a vehicle on Lenox Road that had been van-
dalized. The investigation is ongoing.

* On Jan. 4, at 0823 hours, officers responded to the 300 block of Colusa Avenue for a
report of a stolen vehicle. The investigation is ongoing.

* On Jan. 4, at 1956 hours, officers responded to a report of a missing person in the 700
block of Coventry Road. The individual was located unharmed.

* On Jan. 9, at 0815 hours, officers took an informational report of a civil dispute in the
200 block of Arlington Avenue.

* On Jan. 10, at 1709 hours, officers took a report of a non-injury collision at Arlington
and Westminster.

* On Jan. 12, at 2116 hours, officers took a report of petty theft in the 100 block of Purdue
Avenue.

* On Jan. 13, at 0102 hours, officers responded to a report of domestic violence on Edgec-
roft Road. One suspect was arrested, and the investigation was delivered to Contra Costa
County District Attorney office for review.

* On Jan. 13, at 1553 hours, officers responded to a residential burglary on Kingston Rd.
Officers arrested one suspect who was transported to county Jail in Martinez.

* On Jan. 19, at 1147 hours, officers responded to Edgecroft Road for a report of an auto
burglary. The investigation is ongoing.

* On Jan. 24, at 1555 hours, officers conducted a traffic enforcement stop on a vehicle
with a delinquent registration of more than twelve months. The vehicle was impounded,
and the driver released from the scene.

Kensington's newest hire, Officer Vijayram Thota, completed the 16-week Field Train-
ing Program, graduating to become a solo officer working his own shift. Thota, along
with KPD officers David Payne and Jose Fajardo, attended the California Highway
Patrol’s Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement class hosted by the KPD at
the Community Center January 20-21. The class was full and attended by a wide range
of police departments in the Bay Area, including Albany PD and El Cerrito PD.

SEMIERELIS

RETAIL BAKE SHOP
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON, CA 94707
(510) 596-9935

OPEN DAILY: 7:30AM - 3PM
VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

The Kensington Community Council is dedicated to the
improvement, development, and education of the commu-
nity, and to the promotion of social welfare in Kensington.
It enriches the community by providing educational and
recreational programs for all ages and by publishing the
Outlook, a monthly newsletter that covers local events
and issues. KCC also provides a forum for all Kensington
community groups to meet and coordinate their respec-
tive efforts toward the common good of the community.
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DEADLINES

Advertising Deadline < MAR.S8
Editorial Deadline < MAR.10

Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those
of the writers and do not reflect the opinion of the Out-
look, its editor, or the Kensington Community Council.
Letters must be signed and include the resident’s phone
number and address (which will not be printed). Letters
350 words or under will appear in the print edition (space
permitting). Any letter over 350 words will be printed in
the online edition only. Publication of letters and articles
is subject to space and the editor’s discretion. Obituar-
ies of Kensington residents are printed without charge.
All material must be received by the 10th of the month
preceding issue date; submit by email to editor@kens-
ingtonoutlook.com. No press releases or PDFs; Word
documents or text in the body of an email are acceptable.

Use one space, not two, after all periods.
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ADVERTISING MANAGER

ALMA KEY

PUBLISHER
KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
59 Arlington Ave.
Kensington, CA 94707-1307

Published ten times a year by the nonprofit
Kensington Community Council. (Monthly,
except for the combined July/August and
December/January issues.) Available online
at www. KensingtonOutlook.com, courtesy of
AboutKensington.com. Non-Kensington residents
can subscribe by mail for $10 annually.
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59 Arlington Ave., Kensington, CA 94707.
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Letters to the Editor

Proposed Police Building Just Too Expensive
Dear Editor:

On February 8 the KPPCSD delivered its findings regarding building a new building
in Kensington for the police department. The estimated cost for this 3000 square foot
building is 8 million dollars in today’s money. Two to three years from now, when all
the site studies are done, the plans are drawn and a permit is issued, these costs will
have ballooned to at least 10 million dollars, requiring a huge property tax increase for
Kensington residents. The district has very little money for this project, and grants will
only cover a fraction of the costs.

In order to raise taxes, the issue must be put on the ballot and approved by a two-thirds
majority. In 2014, two-thirds of voters did not approve the proposed Community Center
bond measure for one-quarter this amount. Many of our residents live on a fixed income,
and all of us feel the sting of rising costs, so it’s highly unlikely a tax increase to support
a 25-year bond of 8 million with interest equal to almost the cost of the loan at today’s
rate will be approved.

The police board is currently reviewing bids from surveyors at $10,000-$15,000 as well
as soils engineers, estimated at $60,000 in 2019 when the fire board was considering
rebuilding the Public Safety Building at the same site. We’re told that FEMA grants can
pay for all these upfront soft costs, but what a waste this would be of that money, which
should really go only to projects that can be funded. Given the unlikelihood of voters
approving the tax increase needed to fund this project, the police board should abort any
and all further work on relocating the police department to a new building.

Deborah Lane

KPPCSD

...from Front Page

Kensington Community Council’s contract with the district, and that the Community
Center had air conditioning so it might function better as a cooling center.

Aranda hoped that residents would fill out the county’s hazard mitigation survey, in
which residents can express their concern about top hazards and safety needs. So far, very
few residents have taken the survey. It can be found on the KPPCSD home page at https:/
www.kppcsd.org/. Once the survey is closed, findings specific to Kensington will be
shared in a later Outlook article.

Not the Taj Mahal

When the directors emerged from their closed meeting, they vaulted right into the regular
board meeting shortly after 7pm. The headliner was the final report by Sarah Gough and
Alex Aquino-Fike, the two directors on the committee to search for a site within Kensing-
ton to house the Kensington Police Department and district staff.

Aquino-Fike and Gough are wizards with Power Point presentations, and this was no
exception. They reminded people what their remit was—to keep the police in Kensing-
ton—and showed a slide of Must-Haves for any police department, and another of standard
items in a police department. For example, a must-have for the KPD is a locker room,
while a gender-specific locker room is standard in most departments. Their point is that the
police need a facility between 2,000-3,000 square feet to fit in all the must-haves and some
of the standards, as well as space for district administration. The most that can be gener-
ated from the first floor of the Public Safety Building is around 1,200 square feet, and that
option was abandoned last summer.

A colorful slide later on provided the crux of their argument: Red, yellow, and green
squares indicated Yes, No, and Maybe for a list of factors of possible sites: whether the site
is available, if the property needs to be purchased or leased, if there is litigation risk, if it
meets minimum space requirements, and if major construction is involved. These factors
were applied to the various sites, and the slope south of the library was the only option with
four greens. (See chart, cover.)

Gough ticked off the advantages: the district owns the property, the site is available, pre-
sumably there is no litigation risk, and it meets minimum space requirements. On that note,
Gough assured those in the audience and on Zoom that a 2,000-3,000 square foot build-
ing would not be visible from recreation areas in the park, and that a hundred percent of
district money would go towards construction rather than purchasing a parcel or taking out
a lease. “This is a huge cost savings,” she said. She suggested that having a visible police
presence on the Arlington could be a deterrent to crime, and that the police station would
be part of a town center concept, close to the library, the Community Center, and the park
itself. “We do not need or want a gigantic new building,” she said. “This recommendation
is not the "Taj Mahal’ that was previously spurned. This is the opposite of that.” She was
referring to a plan put forth by a director on the fire board for a 12,000 square foot edifice
to house police and fire on the same slope, a proposal that went nowhere.

The good news was all the green squares, the bad news was the cost, which Gough
characterized as “crazy high.” The committee presented ballpark figures from two experts,
Candace Wong and Mallory Cusenbery, both with extensive experience designing public
safety buildings. “These are called ballpark for a reason,” Gough cautioned. “Nobody
could have accurate numbers at this point.”

Today’s figure for a 2,000 square foot building is upwards of 5.5 million, for the 3,000
square foot around 8 million. But with a mandate to keep the police in Kensington, the two
concluded that there is no other option that would meet minimum space requirements.

Architect Deborah Lane spoke during the public comment period, saying that by the time
the project is started, 8 million will become 10 million. She called Kensington residents
“fiscally conservative,” and believes that a measure that would increase taxes to finance
construction will not pass. “The key stakeholders that you’re talking to are not the people
who are going to pay the taxes,” she said, referring to the police chief, district staff, and
John Gioia, people cited by the committee as proponents of the plan. Lane warned that a
great deal of community money could be sunk into the project before a vote was taken,
money wasted if a financing plan does not

Consolidation
...from Front Page

pass.
Board president Dave Spath spoke of FEMA

The
. Professional
loans, even for the design process. Gough

Tree Care Company

reiterated that she and Aquino-Fike are not
“sugar-coating” the costs. The committee’s
recommendation was accepted unanimously.
Now the full board will take up the project;
ahead are feasibility studies, geo and drainage
analysis, architectural engineering, and much
more before a final decision is made.

Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation
through all aspects of tree health care and
removal. We have a 100% recycle policy
for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510-549-3954 or 888-335°- TREE

and review necessary to understand the
financial gains, if any, by combining the
districts.

At its December meeting, the KPPCSD
board accepted Ridgeline’s $49,620 bid
with the proviso that the fire board also
accept the bid at its meeting later in
December (the two districts would split
the cost).

At the fire district’s December meet-
ing, a number of objections were raised,
such as that the fire board had already
hammered out a five-year fiscal analysis
as part of the Public Safety Building
reconstruction project. The police district
remained unsure where or how it would
house the police and did not have much
of the material requested for the analysis.
Given that costs for housing the police
was unknown (or where the money might
come from), fire district president Julie
Stein and director Jim Watt asked how
the police district could submit meaning-
ful material for a fiscal analysis.

After heated discussion among the
board directors, it was agreed to hold off
on approving the bid until the follow-
ing meeting, when Ridgeline principal
Dmitry Semenov would be invited to
answer questions.

Semenov had been on the December
call and was disturbed by the dissen-
sion. Two days after the fire board’s
December 20 meeting, he wrote to fire
district manager Mary Morris-Mayorga
and KPPCSD interim manager David
Aranda, noting that “Bringing two agen-
cies together will be a monumental task
even if everyone is rowing in the same
direction.”

Later in the email, he wrote, “With the
current attitude of the two fire district
board members, I don’t think we can
[make the process a success]. As long as
these board members have the attitude
that they displayed in the last meeting,
trying to do a fiscal study will be a waste
of your money and of your and our time.
Somehow the attitude of the fire district
board needs to change, whether it is
through the addition of another member,
retirement of these two members, or an
attitude adjustment of these two mem-
bers. Until that happens, we are not
prepared to commence the work, as we
cannot guarantee that we can provide a
good service for you.” You can tell things
are not going well when the not-yet-hired
consultant calls for attitude adjustments
or retirements of board directors.

Visioning necessary to move forward

Tempers had cooled by the January
fire board meeting, and Semenov made
a good showing, explaining that he
believed a fiscal analysis must be pre-
ceded by a visioning of what the districts
would look like in five or ten years as
separate entities and as a single district.
“Work through the scenarios,” he sug-
gested, “and see what you have to gain
and what you have to lose... Only once
you have the clear vision should you go
into the fiscal analysis.”

He volunteered to lead such visioning
and also said that the timetable could
and would change depending upon what
happened in the visioning session and
how much material the districts could
gather. After these and other assurances,
the motion to accept the RFP passed
unanimously.

At that meeting, Watt and Stein
expressed a concern: that the CalPERS
obligations of the police district could
sink the CSD, impacting the delivery
of fire and emergency medical service.
Stein also wondered, if consolidation
was the goal, it made more sense to
consolidate with other fire districts, such
as Berkeley and Albany, to combine like-
to-like services.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST

L?) Church of Berkeley

—March 31-

Easter Sunday
Celebration!

-10:00 a.m. -
Egg Hunt

-11:00 a.m. -
Worship

(510) 525-0303
1 Lawson Road
More info at UUCB.org

LICENSE #721226

AURORA

PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
WATERPROOF COATINGS
WOOD RESTORATION
COLOR CONSULTATION
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
BONDED * INSURED
KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

510:655-9267

www.aurora-painting.com

—flis—
ironUliooD

ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION
Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening
Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls
Drainage ¢ Remodels o Additions
Leak Investigations
Property Purchase Inspections

510.524.8058

www.lronwoodEngineering.com

\ License B444427 /

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.
L

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

* Interior and exterior

* Waterproofing

* Renovation and restoration
* EPA certified painters

* All work guaranteed

510.654.3339

www.omnipainting.com
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Colusa Circle 5K enefits:EI
Cerrito High Garden Program

By Rae Quigley

Get ready to lace up your sneakers for the 6th annual Colusa Circle 5K on Saturday,
April 13! Hosted by Zip Code East Bay, this community fun run welcomes participants
of all ages and abilities. Racers will start in Colusa Circle at 8am and follow the scenic
sidewalk course as it leads through charming Kensington and El Cerrito neighborhoods.

What makes this year's 5K even more special is its wonderful cause. Proceeds from the
event will support Growing Together, an organization dedicated to enriching the lives of
students across West Contra Costa, Oakland, and San Lorenzo unified school districts.
From greening schoolyards to providing vital youth environmental education, planting
trees, and improving fresh food access, Growing Together is making a tangible differ-
ence in our communities. Funds raised from this year’s Colusa Circle 5K will bolster
Growing Together's garden program at El Cerrito High School, fostering greener spaces
and hands-on learning experiences for students.

Mark your calendars, rally your friends and family, and let's run together for a brighter
future at the Colusa Circle 5K! Secure your spot early at ColusaCircleSk.org for a
discounted rate and join us in supporting this worthy cause. If running isn't your forte,
consider lending a hand by volunteering—simply reach out to hello@zipcodeeastbay.
com to get involved.

Come to Meetings

By Linnea Due

The two new district board presidents want people to participate in district government
by coming to meetings or watching on Zoom during the meeting or after the fact. “We
need people to come to these meetings,” Kensington Police Protection and Community
Services (KPPCSD) district president Dave Spath said, bemoaning the fact that only a
few people attended the January meeting. The fire board’s head, Daniel Levine, echoed
the same concern. Neither director wants to govern in a vacuum; both need citizen input.

Here’s how to attend: KPPCSD meetings are held in the Community Center on the
second Thursday of the month. Kensington Fire Protection District meetings are held
in the Community Center on the third Wednesday of the month. Zoom links are listed
on agendas at https://www.kppcsd.org/ (go to Governance and click on Board Meet-
ings); fire board meetings are at https://www.kensingtonfire.org/board-meetings. Click
on Agenda for the Zoom link. Another way to give input is to send an email to district
general managers or write a letter to the Outlook. Good governance needs participation;
a couple hours of attention per month can make a big difference.

©® Your Timeline, o
Your Priorities '

Whether you’re buying or selling, the

to-do lists can be overwhelming but

we’'ll simplify the process. Preparing
your home can make a world of
difference and we’re excited to show

ﬂ ‘ you how to get the most for your home.
TTL Team- We are happy to share our insights and

REALTORS experience with you, always.

510.206.2686 - TTLTeam.com

8 GREAT
REASONS

RED TODD HODSON - TANIA BALAZS - LISA ROBESCH

OAK REALTORS® - #909437, 1469906, 2081605
REALTY

285 Arlington Avenue ¢ Kensington, CA 94707
(510) 527-4200

Open Every Day 8:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m. Year Round

Groceries * Bakery ¢ Produce

Dairy ¢ Cheese °* Deli * Coffee * Tea
Sundries * Flowers * Wine and Beer

¥ Our Community Is At The Heart of EverythingWe Do ¥

KENSINGTON K-9s

Primrose and Candy: Guide Dogs Enjoying a Career Change
By Winston Churchill, Bulldog

Over the years, I've frequently seen Primrose, a black Labrador retriever, walking by
my house. Often, she is with another retriever, also exceptionally friendly, calm, and
well-behaved. It turns out that they were always passing by because my house was part
of their one-mile loop, affectionately called Primrose Path, which is an essential part of
their training as guide dogs for the blind.

Primrose has been a Kensington resident for 15 years. At just eight weeks old, she was
the first guide dog puppy to join Sam and Cindy’s family. Cindy learned about Guide
Dogs for the Blind (GDB), the
largest guide dog school in
North America, when volun-
teers brought puppies to her
workplace and discussed their
puppy-raising program.

They've now raised six
guide dog puppies, including
Primrose, who now has a two-
year-old golden retriever sister,
Candy. Both are enjoying
lives of leisure following their
“career change” from guide
dogs to family pets.

GDB is always looking for
puppy-raisers to help people
with visual impairments have
equal opportunities and live
full, independent lives. Vol-
unteers like Sam, Cindy, and : I '
their children, Sophie and Nick, raise the puppies for 18-20 months until they’re recalled
to GDB for further medical evaluations, behavioral assessments, and intensive training.
Until they’re recalled, the puppy-raisers work hard preparing their puppies to one day
assist blind individuals.

Most pet parents feel significant accomplishment after successfully potty training and
socializing their dogs. Some even complete obedience classes and teach them a few
tricks. But guide dog puppy-raisers go much further.

The pups go everywhere with them, so they become accustomed to as many stress-
ful situations as possible. Primrose and Candy traveled on trains, buses, airplanes, and
cars; they went with their humans to airports, stores, restaurants, and offices. They were
trained to walk across grates and puddles and to not relieve themselves for at least one
mile, until they were directed to. This was instilled in them during their regular walks
along Primrose Path. They’re lovingly raised to one day empower individuals who are
blind or visually impaired.

And when it’s time for the puppy-raisers to bring their charges back to the GDB
campus for the next step in their training, tears flow freely. Sam and Cindy explained
that although it’s never easy to bring their puppies back, they go into each new puppy
experience with a prepared mindset, thinking of them as very special exchange students
that will one day need to leave.

It’s gratifying to see former puppies in their new lives as guide dogs and K9 buddy
dogs. Without puppy-raisers like Primrose and Candy’s family, GDB would not have
been able to graduate over 16,000 guide dog teams over the years.

But the standards are incredibly high for guide dogs. Dogs that don’t pass the strin-
gent medical, behavioral, or guide dog training requirements undergo a career change.
Although Primrose and Candy didn’t graduate to become guide dogs, they are enjoying
their new careers as pampered family pets.

S

A Legacy of Serving our Community

1960 Mountain Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94611
510.339.0400

3070 Claremont Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705
510.652.2133

1656 Shattuck Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94709
510.848.1950
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Sunday Movie at ACC March 17

By Ruth Robinson —

Killers of the Flower Moon exposes the turbulent history of the
relations between Whites and the Osage Nation. The book by David
Grann and now the film provide a disturbing look at the deep-seated
prejudices that continue to cast a shadow over our country.

At the end of the 19th century, the Osage Indians were driven onto
a presumed worthless expanse of land in northeastern Oklahoma.
But this territory turned out be atop one of the largest oil deposits
in the USA; to obtain that oil, prospectors were required to pay the
tribe for leases and royalties.

By the 1920s the members of the Osage Nation had become the wealthiest people per
capita in the world. And then the Osage began to die under mysterious circumstances.

Arlington Community Church offers this film and a discussion to follow on Sunday, March
17, at 2pm. Due to the length of the movie (3.5 hours), there will be a brief intermission. Fol-
lowing the film, a community meal of pizza will be served as we discuss this important, yet
disturbing, period in history. Please sign up in advance (call the church office and leave a mes-
sage: 510 526-9146) to indicate your attendance and if you will stay for dinner.

On Saturday, February 10, a helicopter landed on the big meadow at Kensington Park around noontime.
One of our firefighters is experienced in helicopter rescue missions, and the bird swooped down to pick
him up for a rescue at Mt. Diablo. Mid-flight, the mission was scratched, so the copter returned to drop
off our firefighter. Photo by Linda Lipscomb.

Kensington Author Out with New Book

By Linnea Due

Longtime Kensington resident Jeffrey Meyers is out with a new bio,
James Salter, of an extraordinary life. Salter, who died in 2015, was a
world traveler who graduated from West Point and served as a fighter
pilot in the Korean War. He was a screenwriter, film director, and novel-
ist. Using as source material Salter’s writings and eighty letters the two
exchanged, Meyers pays particular attention to Salter’s fictional style,
including his literary influences. Meyers has published 54 books, most
recently Resurrections: Authors, Heroes—and a Spy.

A

The Void in the Unknown #9-10" (diptych), 2021

Retrospective Solo Exhibition
of Kensington Artist

By Linnea Due

Longtime Kensington resident and artist Mariet Braakman died in 2021. Now her work
will be featured in a retrospective exhibition in Half Moon Bay, at M. Stark Gallery. The
show opens March 2 and runs through April 6.

Gallery owner Marianna Stark writes, “Mariet and I met through Berkeley Art Center
when I joined the board in 2013. She was an active member who entered every member
show and juried call. She and her husband Bernard attended every event. I loved her
work from the first time I saw it, and we quickly became friends. When I first knew I was
going to open my gallery in Half Moon Bay, she is the first artist I offered a solo show to
because her imaginary landscapes remind me of the terrain of here, especially the cliffs
of Poplar Beach. —

“She accepted the invitation but also
told me at the time that her breast
cancer had returned, and she didn't
know if she would make it. She began
a monumental size diptych which she
did complete before we lost her in
November 2021. Bernard and I have
been collaborating on the retrospec-
tive solo exhibition of her work. This
would have been her first solo show.
Although losing Mariet is sad, I think
this is a happy story of the possibilities
that come from being an active part of
a community of people who share the
same interests.”

Stark has issued a special invitation
to Kensington residents to come to the

The Void in the Unknown #7, 2021
opening reception Sunday, March 3, from 1-4pm or any weekend during the exhibition.
The gallery is open Fridays from 4:30-6, Saturdays from 12-5, and Sundays from 12-4, at
727 Main Street in Half Moon Bay.

ACC’s Black Wealth Builders Fund Successfully
Completes Its Third year

By Susan Russell

The Black Wealth Builders (BWB) Fund, a
project of Arlington Community Church (ACC),
successfully wrapped up its third year, making
three new loans for $20,000 each, all in Oakland.
The fund, and the ideas behind it, continues to
gain traction nationally and even internationally.

Launched by ACC in 2021, BWB is designed
to help offset the longstanding barriers to Black
homeownership in the East Bay. The fund pro-
vides zero-interest loans for down payment assis-
tance, to be paid back only when the property is
refinanced or sold.

Since 2021, 20 loans have been made to first-
time Black homebuyers throughout Contra Costa
and Alameda counties. New Black homebuyers
have been supported in Richmond, Concord,
Pittsburg, Martinez, El Sobrante, Oakland, San
Lorenzo, and Antioch. Loans range from $15,000
to $20,000. |

"This is a wonderful example of our com- . &
munity coming together to support our Black , =
neighbors,” says Jen Chapman, pastor at ACC. “Through the efforts of ACC and many
other churches, organizations, and private individuals, over $300,000 has been raised,
and I think we're just getting started!”

The project continues to gain attention from the media. In 2023 BWB was featured in the
Daily Kos, the Richmond Standard, the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving, public radio
station KALW, and the German “‘solutions-based journalism” podcaster Squirrel News.

ACC has launched an initiative to help others in the United Church of Christ denomi-
nation become designated as Black Wealth Builders churches. In addition, other
churches and denominations—notably Epworth United Methodist Church in Berkeley—
are launching similar efforts.

In 2024, ACC plans to continue to raise money and spread the word, not only about
this project, but about the need for reparations projects and the benefits they bring. “One
of our 2023 loan recipients said it best,” noted Rev. Chapman. “She said, ‘I just thought
homeownership was a pipe dream. But there were so many miracles.” Her words inspire
us to continue our work.”

Contributions to the Black Wealth Builders fund can be made by sending a check to the
Richmond Community Foundation, 3260 Blume Dr., Suite 110, Richmond, CA 94806.
(Please make sure to indicate Black Wealth Builders Fund in the memo line.) All contri-
butions are fully tax-deductible.

ACC is planning a community fundraiser on Thursday evening, April 11, which will
be an opportunity to eat good food, learn more about the BWB, and meet many of those
involved in the project. Look for more information in the April issue of the Outlook.

PRIISPECT SIERRA

Amlifelong
love of -
learning

Immersed in a joyful school community, Prospect
Sierra students think and feel deeply, develop a
lifelong love of learning, and are prepared to make
a positive impact on the world.

LEARN MORE
TODAY!

TK-8 SCHOOL
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KCC Summer Camp 2024

Join us for KCC Summer Camp 2024 where kids can enjoy the outdoors
with exciting team games, arts & crafts, dance, sports, Olympic week, cook-
ing, tennis and much more! Each week KCC Camp offers a 9am-5pm camp
day filled with adventure and fun. KCC Camp is located at the Kensington
Park Community Center and Recreation Building. Camp is available for Fall
2024 students entering 1st grade through incoming 6th graders.

$425 Kensington Resident/$470 Nonresident per week

Week 1 June 10- June 14
Theme: Rainbows & Unicomns « Specialty: Creative Crafts w/ April
Schlanger - Mid-Week Activity: Sterling the Bubblesmith

Week 2 *June 17-June 21 (no camp Wednesday 6/19) *cost $350/$385
Theme: Superheroes - Specialty: Carpentry

Week 3 June 24- June 28
Theme: Enchanted Forest - Specialty: Fun with Food - Mid-Week Activity:
Brian Scott Magic Show

Week 4 *July 1- July 5 (no camp Thursday 7/4) *cost is $350/$385
Theme: Stars & Stripes - Specialty: Dance Fitness - Mid-Week Activity:
Cooking Creations

Week 5 July 8 — July 12
Theme: Dino Days - Specialty: Sports Medley - Mid-Week Activity: Visit
from the Vivarium

Week 6 July 15 - July 19
Theme: Jr. Chef Showdown - Specialty: Cooking w/ April - Mid-Week
Activity: Cooking Competition

Week 7 July 22 - July 26
Theme: Animal Adventures - Specialty: Cooking Creations - Mid-Week
Activity: Petting Zoo

Adult and Family Classes
Mediterranean Cooking

When: Every Tuesday evening in the Community Center

Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.

Location: Kensington Community Center, 59 Arlington Ave, Kensington
Price: $45 per class, which includes all materials needed for the class.
Flexible Attendance: Join us each week for a comprehensive culinary
journey or drop in when your schedule permits

Feb 27th: Italy Featuring Elba Island

March 5th: Spain featuring Andalusian Cuisine

March 12th: Croatia

March 19th: Greece

March 26th: Moroccan Cuisine Part 1

Free Style Stone Wrapping Jewelry Making class

When: Friday, March 22nd Time: 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.

Location: Recreation Building (Bldg E), 59 Arlington Ave, Kensington
Price: $45 per class, which includes all materials needed for the class.

Family Toddler Yoga in the Park Lori Hess with Way to Glow Kids Yoga
will host family yoga time when parents and kids will playfully explore yoga
poses, breathing exercises, and mindfulness activities together.

Family Yoga will take place on Sundays @ 10:00-10:45 (kids aged 2 to 5)
and @ 11:00-11:45 (kids aged 5 to 10) on the grassy lawn outside the KCC
Office/Recreation Building (past the tennis courts) or, if raining, class will be
inside the Recreation Building. Next classes will be 3/3, 3/17, 3/24. 4/14 &
4/28. If possible, please bring a waterproof blanket/tarp, two yoga mats (we
will have extra mats available if needed), warm layers, and a water bottle.
Masks are optional. Suggested cost: $25 per person; discounted tuition
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Week 8 July 29 - August 2
Theme: Under the Sea - Specialty: Legos - Mid-Week Activity: Chocolate
Creations

Week 9 August 5 - August 9
Theme: Olympic Week - Specialty: Camp Olympics

Week 10 August 12 - August 16
Theme: Beach Week - Specialty: Sports Medley - Mid-Week Activity:
Cooking with Vicky

Online Camp Registration opens February 27th at 7:00pm

Summer Camp Counselor Opportunity \We have openings for summer
camp counselors. If you are a senior in high school or older, enjoy working
with children, and want to be part of a fun, energetic team, please download
an application at KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org/Summer-Camp

KASEP

Spring KASEP Registration opens on Tuesday, March 5th at 7pm for
Kindergarten and 7:30 for grades 1-6. You can find our full list of classes
on our website as well as a link to register for classes.

Important dates

Summer Camp Registration February 27th
Spring KASEP Registration March 5th
Spring KASEP session begins March 18th

and scholarships are available. Please complete a
registration form at https:/bit.ly/38Sg91k and con- ==
tact waytoglowkidsyoga@gmail.com with questions

about the class.

Cardio Dance with Karma Smart

Fridays 11:15-12:15 Community Center

Cost $15 drop in or register online

Yoga with Anja Borgstrom

Strength & Balance Yoga -Tuesdays at 8:30am
Strength & Balance Yoga -Thursdays at 11:30
Cost is $20 drop in or register online

Tai Chi with Nobuo Nishi

Wednesdays & Fridays from 9:30-11:00am
Drop-in fee is $15

Register at KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org/adult-and-family-classes

Keep checking our website for updated adult class schedules.

The Kensington Outlook can now be found at: KensingtonOutlook.com
Archive copies can also be found on our website dating back to 20083.
KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Recreation Building Kensington CA
94707

E-mail: Info@KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org, or call 510-525-0292.
Our website is: www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org.

@ Follow us on Instagram %
@KensingtonCommunityCouncil

L

MARCH 2024

KENSINGTON

OuUTLOOK

Page 7

Programs for Film Buffs, Babies,

Dogs at the Library

Enjoy free programs offered by the Kensington Library at 61 Arlington Avenue. Call

510-524-3043 with questions.

Thank you to the Friends of Kensington Library for making library programs possible.

Tues, March 5, 6:30pm, Castoff’s Knitting Club Meets the 1st Tuesday of each
month. Open to all levels of knitters. Bring your own yarn!

Tues, March 12, 6:30pm Cinema Chat The library's Cinema Chat meets on the
second Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm. After
watching a monthly film selection at home, join |
other cinema enthusiasts for a light discussion
on the movie. Please note, this program is not
a screening, but all titles are available through
the library's streaming service Kanopy, or
please inquire regarding availability of DVDs
for borrowing. This month's film is Tokyo
Story (1953), by Yasujiro Ozu. The film, which
follows an aging couple's journey to visit their

Classified Ads

ACKLEY PROFESSIONAL PAINT-
ING SERVICES - 40 years experience
makes a difference! We strive for clear
communication and follow-through. Free
estimates. License#528381. Phone: 510-
220-4021 larryackleyl953@yahoo.com

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Qual-
ity Headshots to Family Portraits.
Nan Phelps Photography located at
398 Colusa Ave. Learn more at nan-
phelps.com or YELP. Contact: nan@
nanphelps.com or phone 510-528-8845

ADU ARCHITECT - We guide the
project through feasibility, design,
permits,bidding, and construction.
bbrown@udlastudio.com (415) 860-7019.

ROSALIE STILLFORD AMFT, APCC-
Child, teen, adult and family therapy. In
person in north Berkeley and online at:
www.therapywithrosalie.com 510-545-2241

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING.
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood resto-
ration, color consultation. License #721226. Kens-
ington references. 510-655-9267 for free estimate.

TRAVELING and need someone to care for
your pet? Experienced pet & house sitter with
references incl longtime Kensington resi-
dent. Call or text Ramona at 925-464-8884.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE - CAN and HHA.
Local Kensington resident. Call Simone at 510-
334-5682 or email: bouadana69@gmail.com

DESIGN-BUILD LOCAL CONTRACTOR
-with 43+ years experience

YOUR GREEN GARDENERS
Unique,Beautiful,Sustainable Garden
Designs. Garden Maintenance,
Clean-Ups & Tree Pruning. Email:
yourgreengardeners@gmail.com
www.yourgreengardeners.com

grown children in bustling postwar Tokyo, sur-
veys the rich and complex world of family life
with the director's customary delicacy and inci-
sive perspective on social mores. Direct link to
movie www.kanopy.com/en/product/113267

Tues, March 19, 6pm Family Movie
Night Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Mutant
Mayhem! Join us for a family-friendly movie evening with Leonardo, Donatello, Raphael KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR - Kitch-

. ens & baths, expert home repairs, painting,
and Michelangelo. Cowabunga! waterproofing. Reliable. Lic#606634

Tues, March 26, 6pm Author Talk with Luisa Maria Giulianetti Join poet, profes- Thomas Cuniff Construction 415-378-2007
sor and local author Luisa Giulianetti for a discussion of her multi-genre poetry book
Agrodolce, which explores the complexities of home,” and draws on personal experi-
ence, as well as on the stories of ancestors. Copies of the book will be available for sale
and check out.

Fridays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 Baby and Toddler Storytime Fun stories, songs,
action rhymes, and more! Great for increasing early literacy skills and making friends.
Two identical sessions. 10am & 1lam.

Tuesdays, March 5, 12, 26 Family Storytime Lots of picture books, songs, rhymes,
and fun! Stuffed animals & pajamas welcome. 6:30pm.

Tuesdays, March 5, 19 Read to a Dog

Join a licensed therapy dog for a 15-minute reading session every first and third Tues-
day afternoon. 3-4pm

Monday, March 25, 6:30-8pm Kensington Library Book Club The club meets
online via Zoom, usually on the fourth Monday of each month. The selection for March
is Violeta by Isabel Allende.

March 9 — April 30 Come to the library to enjoy a satellite art show from Art of the
African Diaspora, showcasing works by Orin Carpenter: www.orincarpenter.com

remodeling/renovation with creative
solutions for handicap accessibility, kitchens,
baths, ADU. Lots of local references. Learn
more at www.baywoodbuilding.com or Yelp.
Lic 357706-B Call Robert at 510-595-4231.

CLASSIFIED ADS Monthly
Rates $8.00 per line ($16.00

minimum). There are 45 spaces

HANDYMAN SERVICES, - 35years
Experience. Dennis Flynn - 510-361-9186

per line. Count each letter,
punctuation mark, and space

between words.Classified

ad form available online at:
MEDICARE INSURANCE: Independent
Agent specializing in Medicare plans
contact Martha LaMair (CA lic#0E50665) at
510-616-1695. www.lamairinsurance.com

kensingtonoutlook.comoremail:

advertising@kensingtonout-

look.com. Completed classified
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT. Kensington
Village Center @ 268 Arlington Ave, 250
SF, Ist Floor, adjacent to waiting area.
Private. Call Bart Jones @ 510-527-9328.

ads must be pre-paid (pay-
able to KCC) and received
bythe 10thofthe monthpreceding

PARENT COACHING - early childhood
specialist Susan Gann, former preschool
teacher/director turned child psycho-
therapist (retired). Phone/Zoom ses-
sions available. Resume and references
available upon request. 510-604-2375

publication. Mail to: Kens-
ington Outlook, P.O. Box
2212, ElI Cerrito, CA 94530

Worried about Earthquakes or Wildfires?
Fill out the countywide survey. Go to www.kppcsd.org to find the survey link on the
home page. A robust response to the survey is the first step to getting grants.

Join us for Holy Week &

at Arlington Community Church %

Prln S wwé% /Wmuw% 722«/’:4(&% Easter S ww(a%
3/24 2728 3 /3]

Refreshments, Palms, Worship Soup Supper & Service Celebration of New Life
GOOD NEWS: A KINGDOM FOR ALL GOOD NEWS: LOVE FOR ALL TOGETHER: WHAT'S MINE |S'-¥QHBS W e
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( 7@%@/ EASTER SERMON SERIES: MARC

Arlington Community Church | 52 Alrlington Ave | arlingtoncommunitychurchucc.org @i'
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KENSINGTON EATS-OUT

Kensington Eats Out at a Pop-Up
By Ittai Shiu

4

Amidst the bustling traffic in El Cerrito, there’s a hidden gem and a recent addition to
the area. Blink and you’ll miss it. Even during a brief pause at a stop light when there’s a
chance to look around, it’s highly probable that you’ll still miss it.

There’s no signage on the building itself, so look for the wine barrels sitting on the side-
walk as your clue, or perhaps you’ll spot their small sandwich board just outside their front
door. Find parking somewhere near 10368 San Pablo Avenue, and you’ve arrived at Banter,
a wine bar with a warm atmosphere, welcoming decor, and communal tables.

Offering a curated selection of old and new world wines, Banter focuses on small pro-
ducers who prioritize minimal intervention from vineyard to bottle. On location, you can
purchase a bottle from the shelves to enjoy at home or savor a glass (or bottle) in-house.

If you’d like something to eat while you’re there, choose from various delicious snacks
including cheese, charcuterie, and other tasty treats.

During the pandemic, while drinking wine
and eating cheese in their backyard, owners
Claire Sullivan and Devin Hohler were
inspired to open a wine bar, but they wanted
their wine bar to feel like “home”—comfy,
casual, no frills, just...chill. A collection of
cozy couches in the back creates an ambiance
reminiscent of enjoying a drink in the living
room of your most stylish friend.

Classic VHS tapes and ‘80s knick-knacks
are precariously stacked high next to small
vintage TVs playing films that will take you
back in time. When I was there last, the
original Flash Gordon (1936) was play-
ing. but I didn’t get to hear it because the
bar is constantly spinning LPs from an
ever-expanding vinyl collection, fueled
by contributions from patrons. Finally, a
pinball machine in the back room provides
an entertaining distraction between glasses
and adds to the decor's nostalgic charm.

With a partial kitchen, Banter partners
with local talent and the community to
create new opportunities by featuring “pop-
ups”—temporary restaurants that allow
chefs and restaurateurs to try out a new
neighborhood, experiment with their menu,
generate a following, or just get some great

IT'S NOT
AJOB...
IT'S OUR
PASSION

Since 1986

510-525-5656

RED OAK REALTY'’S

KENSINGTON MARKET UPDATE

The median price of single family homes in Kensington increased over
the course of 2023 to $1,565,000. Inner East Bay inventory is higher
than it was a year ago, and with the decline in mortgage rates, we
expect 2024 to be even more active.

Reach out to hello@redoakrealty.com for a custom analysis in
support of your real estate goals.

MEDIAN SALE PRICE OF KENSINGTON SINGLE FAMILY HOMES

s16M $1,565,000

$1,515,000

S15M $1,490,000

$1,424,000
$1.4M
$1.3M

$1.2M

$1.1M

$1.0M

2023 Q1 2023 Q2 2023 Q3

2023 Q4

*Source: MLS

@ » #1 IN KENSINGTON - redoakrealty.com

“'ow price.guarantee!®

CARPET | VINYL | WOOD | LINOLEUM | TILE

- experience for their staff.

During my most recent visit, I got a front-
row seat at the bar to witness Chef Emmanuel
Galvan from the restaurant Bolita Masa
work his magic with fresh masa, a must-have
ingredient at the center of all his signature
dishes. Most notable was the Tamal de Cala-
baza which featured squash masa, mole negro
tamal, roasted kabocha, and cashew crema. A
nice complement was the Papas Rositazadas,
simple roasted potatoes with black garlic aioli.
Both were deliciously elevated and beautifully
plated for such a casual environment.

Unfortunately by the time you read this
Bolita Masa would have moved on to its next
location, but you can track Galvan down at
www.bolitamasa.com. Banter will continue
to feature pop-ups. To find out what’s in store
next, visit their location or follow their Insta-

~ gram (@banter winebar.
|  Astemporary as the pop-up food con-

cept is, Banter is hopefully here for good as
they focus on what’s most important, most
fittingly stated by the intentionally sloppy,
hand-painted sign in front “Bad Signs, Good
Wigns!”

| Banter Wine Bar
10368 San Pablo Ave, El Cerrito

30% 12-MONTHS
-7 59 | FINANCING

0% INTEREST
OFF

*some restrictions apply
WE PAY TAX SALE*

*on all installed jobs

1mensions

where beautiful rooms begin

CL#788850

BETWEEN GILMAN & BUCHANAN ST.
1081 Eastshore Hwy. Berkeley

www.floordimensions.com

PLEASE JOIN ZIP CODE EAST BAY FOR THE SIXTH ANNUAL

FITNESS
& FUN

TREATS
& PRIZES
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REGISTER AT COLUSACIRCLESK.ORG

RACE ORGANIZATION & FUNDRAISING BY ZIP CODE EAST BAY




