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Bottom Row, left to right: Arjun Kinyon, El Cerrito High School (ECHS), Community College; Larsen Porter, Berkeley High School
(BHS), UC Santa Barbara; Ariel McMurtrie, BHS, Reed; Aspen Ross, ECHS, UCB; Kyan Kurihana, ECHS, SF State; Ariel Boroditsky,
St Mary’s College High School, Northeastern; Oliver Findley, ECHS, UC Santa Cruz; Owen Morioka, ECHS, UC Riverside; Lune
Mullarkey, St Mary’s, University of British Columbia; Uma Kiyawak, BHS, University of Vermont; Simone Quinn, BHS, Queens University.

Middle Row: Samuel Goldstein, BHS, University of Wisconsin Madison; Theo Koehler, BHS, University of Washington; Iris Fisher,
ECHS, Scripps College; Elsa Prendergast, ECHS, UC Davis; Colin Kiess, St Mary’s, Hawaii Manoa; Clemens Mayer, Berkeley HS, UC
Santa Cruz; Ethan Goldstein, BHS, UCSD; Willem Wijsen, Mission College Prep, University of Leiden; Cooper Heath, ECHS, Cal Poly
SLO; Lachlan Mossman, BHS, Williams College; Talio Ubalde, ECHS, University of Washington; Logan Ferguson, ECHS, Cuesta
College; Gabriella Martinucci, Novato High, San Diego State; Sophia Jacobs, BHS, Loyola Marymount.

Top Row: Henry Addison, ECHS, UC San Diego; Jack Mackey-Williams, BHS, UCLA; Wilson Tao, Bentley, UCB; Miles Reichmann,
College Prep, Stanford; Max Krijanousky, BHS, UC Santa Cruz; Damian Piech, BHS, U. of Waterloo; Owen McMurtrie, BHS,
Washington University; Amitai Bearman, Jewish Comm HS of the Bay, San Luis Obispo; Jack Maguire, ECHS, UC San Diego; Theo
Adler, ECHS, Denver University; Milo Shogren, ECHS, UC Santa Barbara; Elsa Boardman, St Mary’s, University of Washington; Yoann
Perrodin, ECHS, Professional Cycling; Clara Heaslip, ECHS, Berkeley City College; Julia Janoff, ECHS, University of the Pacific.
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RUTH FRASSETTO | 510.697.8606
ruth.frassetto@vanguardproperties.com DRE#00779030

SOLD | 8 NORWOOD AVENUE
KENSINGTON | 4BR | 3BA

Offered at: $1,800,000 | Sold: $2,200,000
8NORWOODAVE.COM

SOLD | 1640 OCEAN VIEW AVENUE
KENSINGTON | 2BR | 1BA

Offered at: $898,000 | Sold: $1,410,000
16400CEANVIEW.COM

NEW LISTING | 669 OBERLIN AVENUE
KENSINGTON | 4BR | 4BA

Offered at: $1,798,000
6690BERLINAVE.COM

NEW LISTING | 204 WATER STREET
POINT RICHMOND | 2BR | 2BA

Offered at: $738,000
204WATERST.COM

NEW LISTING | 1335 CONTRA COSTA DRIVE

EL CERRITOHILLS | 4BR | 3BA
Offered at: $1,798,000
1335CONTRACOSTA.COM

“In today's market, a well-prepared home isn’t just seen—it's remembered.”

WHY IT'S SMART TO COUNTER A LOW OFFER

KEEPS THE BUYER ENGAGED | They're interested—don't shut the door too fast.
OPENS NEGOTIATION | Many buyers expect to meet somewhere in the middle.
PROTECTS YOUR POSITION | A counter shows confidence, not desperation.
IMPROVES TERMS | You can negotiate more than just the price.

SENDS A PROFESSIONAL MESSAGE | A thoughtful counter sets the right tone.
BUYS TIME | Stayingin play keeps your momentum while new offers can emerge.

“Every offer—high or low—is a sign of real interest. Stay focused, stay positive, and use
negotiation to move closer to your desired result.”

Bottom line: A counter isn't a compromise—it’s an opportunity. If you have any questions, feel free to call.
Our conversation is always complimentary and completely confidential. My goal is to achieve yours.

v VANGUARD

PROPERTIES

R RUTH

F FRASSETTO

MARCH-APRIL 2025
7 CLOSED SALES

JUNE 2025

MARCH-APRIL 2024
11 CLOSED SALES

KENSINGTON MARKE T UPDATE

Median List Price $995,000 Median List Price $1,100,000
Median Sales Price $1,270,000 Median Sales Price $1,420,000
Median Sq. Ft 1,339 sq. ft. Median Sq. Ft. 1,648 sq. ft.

Average Days on Market 14 days

Average Days on Market 14 days

List Price per Sq. Ft. $743

List Price per Sq. Ft. $668

Sale Price per Sq. Ft. $934

Sale Price per Sq. Ft. $908

In 2025, obtaining homeowners' insurance has become more challenging due to
stricter underwriting standards, particularly in high-risk areas. If your property exhibits
these red flags, it's advisable to address these issues proactively.

KEY INSURABILITY RED FLAGS

= Qutdated Electrical Systems: Homes with
knob-and-tube wiring or fuse boxes are
deemed high-risk by insurers.

= Aging Roofs: Roofs over 20 years old or
made from wood shakes can lead to higher
premiums or policy denials.

= Location in High-Risk Areas: Properties
in wildfire-prone zones or slide zones face
increased scrutiny.

= Deferred Maintenance: Neglected upkeep,
such as damaged gutters, worn siding, decks,
and railings, or outdated HVAC systems, can
signal increased risk.

= Lack of Earthquake Retrofitting: Insurance
companies like to see foundation bolts, tie
downs, and shear walls.

= Unique Property Features: Unusual
features like treehouses or unconventional
structures can complicate underwriting.

= Lack of Security Systems: Homes without
basic security installations may be viewed
as higher risk.

=  Frequent or Recent Claims: A history of
multiple insurance claims can be ared flag
forinsurers.

RUTH FRASSETTO | 510.697.8606

ruth.frassetto@vanguardproperties.com DRE#00779030

Proactively addressing potential insurance red
flags is crucial—not only to facilitate a smoother
sale but also to safeguard your own future insur-
ability. Homes with outdated systems, deferred
maintenance, or located in high-risk areas are
increasingly subject to policy cancellations or
non-renewals. If your insurance is canceled, re-
instating coverage may require costly upgrades,
and premiums can escalate significantly. Buyers
are acutely aware of these issues, as securing
insurance is often a prerequisite for obtaining
amortgage. By mitigating these concerns now,
you enhance your property’s appeal and protect
yourself from potential insurance challenges
down the line.

Curious about your home’s value or what it takes
to sell in today’s market? Schedule a compli-
mentary, confidential consultation to gain expert
insights tailored to your property. Whether
you're considering selling or simply exploring
your options, I'm here to provide clarity and guid-
ance—no pressure, just personalized information
to help you make informed decisions.

My goal is to help you reach yours.

% VANGUARD
‘ PROPERTIES

LICENSE #721226

AURORA

PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
WATERPROOF COATINGS
WOOD RESTORATION
COLOR CONSULTATION
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
BONDED * INSURED
KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

510:655-9267

www.aurora-painting.com

April Patrol Log

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.
L

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

Interior and exterior
Waterproofing

Renovation and restoration
EPA certified painters
All work guaranteed

510.654.3339

www.omnipainting.com

SEMIFREDDI’
——

RETAIL BAKE SHOP
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON, CA 94707
(510) 596-9935

OPEN DAILY: 7:30AM - 3PM
VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

Patrol Activity Log

Apr 1: Traffic stop on Colusa Ave.; driver

arrested and vehicle impounded.

Apr 6: Intoxicated subject contacted on
Arlington Ave.; subject cited.

Apr 8: Grand theft reported by local
business.

Apr 8: Credit card fraud reported on
Ardmore Rd.

Apr 8: Intoxicated subject contacted on
Arlington Ave.; subject cited.

Apr 8: Petty theft of auto parts on York
Ave.

Apr 11: Grand theft of auto parts on Los
Altos Dr.

Apr 11: Non-injury vehicle accident on
Windsor Ave.

Apr 12: Suspicious circumstance
reported on Cambridge Ave.; report filed.

Apr 14: Hit-and-run on Ocean View
Ave.; report filed.

Apr 15: Grand theft reported on Santa Fe
Ave.; report filed.

Apr 15: Vehicle impounded on Kingston Rd.

Apr 19: Suspicious circumstance
reported on Arlington Ave.

Apr 20: Traffic stop on Colusa Ave.;
driver arrested and vehicle impounded.

Apr 21: Suspicious detail report on
Ocean View Ave.

Apr 21: Fraud attempt detail on Ocean
View Ave.

Apr 22: Occupied stolen vehicle on Lake
Dr.; driver and passenger arrested.

Apr 23: Hit-and-run on Yale Ave.

Apr 25: Grand theft of auto parts
reported on Santa Fe Ave.

Apr 28: Suspicious detail report at Kens-
ington Hilltop Elementary.

Apr 29: Vehicle tampering on Oak View Ave.

Apr 30: Identity theft reported at the
Kensington Police Department.

The Kensington Community Council is dedicated to the
improvement, development, and education of the commu-
nity, and to the promotion of social welfare in Kensington.
It enriches the community by providing educational and
recreational programs for all ages and by publishing the
Outlook, a monthly newsletter that covers local events
and issues. KCC also provides a forum for all Kensington
community groups to meet and coordinate their respec-
tive efforts toward the common good of the community.

JULY-AUG-2025

DEADLINES

Advertising Deadline < JUN 8
Editorial Deadline < JUN10

Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those
of the writers and do not reflect the opinion of the Out-
look, its editor, or the Kensington Community Council.
Letters must be signed and include the resident’s phone
number and address (which will not be printed). Letters
350 words or under will appear in the print edition (space
permitting). Any letter over 350 words will be printed in
the online edition only. Publication of letters and articles
is subject to space and the editor’s discretion. Obituar-
ies of Kensington residents are printed without charge.
All material must be received by the 10th of the month
preceding issue date; submit by email to editor@kens-
ingtonoutlook.com. No press releases or PDFs; Word
documents or text in the body of an email are acceptable.

Use one space, not two, after all periods.

K ENSINGT ON

OUTLOOK

EDITOR

LINNEA DUE
ADVERTISING MANAGER
ALMA KEY
PUBLISHER

KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
59 Arlington Ave, Kensington, CA 94707-1307
Published ten times a year by the nonprofit
Kensington Community Council. (Monthly,
except for the combined July/August and
December/January issues.) Available online
at www.KensingtonOutlook.com. Non-Kensington
residents can subscribe by mail for $10 annually.

i O A mm—
editor@KensingtonOutlook.com
Advertising......ccceeeeneene 510-508-3241

advertising@KensingtonOutlook.com

Display and Classified
Advertising

Classified ad rates are $8 a line
(45 characters or spaces) with
a two-line minimum. Find
the ad form online at www.
kensingtonoutlook.com or use
the QR code here. For display ad reservations and
classified questions, please contact our advertising
manager by phone or email listed above. See infor-
mation about letters to the editor to your left. Other
mail can be sent to 59 Arlington Ave., Kensington,
CA 94707.
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Letters to the Editor

Kensington’s Police Are Fine Where They Are
Dear Editor:

The May Outlook’s talk of a hefty property tax increase for Kensington residents to
finance new accommodations for the Kensington police has me apprehensive. This raises
questions, in my mind, about the role and importance of Kensington’s police force. We
all want to feel safe and secure, but would moving the police back into Kensington actu-
ally increase our safety and security? I think not.

I’m not denying that Kensingtonians can become victims of crime. I had a car stolen
from in front of my house in the middle of the day. But as Jim Watt points out in his May
issue letter, thanks to its geographic location, etc., Kensington has “one of the lowest
crime rates in California.” I doubt that monthly perusal of the Police Log will instill
terror in anyone’s heart.

While police officers compile reports of crime and may relay information to other
jurisdictions about a suspected crime, it would be a rare and fortuitous occasion that an
officer could catch someone in the act of committing a crime. So “crime prevention” is
kind of a misnomer, unless the occasional sighting of a patrol car is enough to send the
potential criminal looking elsewhere. A patrol that begins in El Cerrito should be suf-
ficient for that!

In my opinion, it should be the responsibility of the county sheriff to provide us with
police services, as county sheriffs do in other unincorporated areas (for example, the
County of Los Angeles) or even cities (Lafayette, for instance). But I saw all those “No
Contracting Out” signs a few years ago, and [ won’t try to talk you into that. The Kens-
ington police are okay housed where they are, and I would strongly oppose any signifi-
cant tax increase to bring them closer. Let us not be ruled by fear.

Al Sandine

KPPCSD Board No Longer Pursuing
219 Arlington as Police Landing Spot

By Linnea Due

On May 8, the directors of the Kensington Police Protection and Community Services
District board met in a closed session before the regular 7pm meeting. The subject was
219 Arlington, the house immediately to the south of the reconstructed Public Safety
Building (PSB), now used solely for fire services. The proposal that the police district
acquire 219 Arlington to house the El Cerrito-based Kensington Police Department had
been floated for years, but despite queries from a couple past directors and at least one
general manager, nothing had progressed past sporadic interest.

That interest sharpened when the residents moved out last summer, and only intensi-
fied when the house went on the market on April 7, at $795,000. (Owner Byron Kawaichi
is the designer of the Outlook, but did not contribute to this article.) The closed session
meeting on May 8 was the second of two closed sessions on this topic, the first a special
meeting on April 16, after which nothing was disclosed by the board. All real estate and
personnel negotiations take place in closed session, and the fact that no word leaked out
between the board’s two sessions meant that the community was in the dark for weeks
about whether the district had made an offer.

During public comment at the April 16 meeting, resident Ciara Wood begged the board
not to squander the opportunity to purchase the house. Wood has made no secret of her
opposition to the board’s other option to site a police station in Kensington Park south of
the library. Estimated costs for that structure are at minimum $10M and could be twice
that figure (a massive retaining wall and infrastructure alone are estimated at almost
$5M, a figure that does not include a mandated traffic light). After costs were revealed to
build on the south slope, the current board decided to wait until planned reorganization
of the two special districts is achieved, after which a consolidated board would again
take up the question of where the police could be housed in Kensington.

But then 219 Arlington went on the market, and there was another option, difficult as
it might be. During public comment in April, Chris and Danielle Madugo both spoke
about the possibility that geotechnical issues could prevent the house from being repur-
posed as a police station. A well-known fault lies under the Arlington, and soil changes
on the northeast side of the PSB led to the suspicion that a possible trace fault might run
behind the PSB, though the consultant said it was impossible to tell if there were a fault
and if there was, where it might go. To ascertain whether there was a fault and to inves-
tigate further, the retaining wall at the back of the PSB would have had to be removed,
and that was not done due to the expense and concern that removing the wall could
impact properties behind the PSB.

Paul Dorroh felt that buying 219 Arlington at a reasonable price would give the district
an option to explore, and Vida Dorroh suggested that the structure could be used to
house district administration and some police functions, such as evidence storage and
perhaps the armory, thus allowing officers to use the first floor of the PSB as their station
without the space limitations that prevented that floor from housing the entirety of the
department.

Park Was Purchased as Open Space

Public comment before the meeting on May 8 ran in a similar vein. Ciara Wood pointed
out that in 1995, 70.3 percent of Kensington voters voted to purchase the south slope as a
park and as open space. Wood, who served on the KPPCSD board, said, “In all the eight
years I served on this board, we never thought of that property as buildable lots... We
don’t want to see the park be something else. Do what it takes to buy [219 Arlington].”

Susan Dasilva, who lives at 207 Arlington, said that she and her neighbors always thought
219 would be good for the police station. “I'm just keeping my fingers crossed,” she said.

Danielle Madugo congratulated the board on spending so much time on assessing the
idea, but cautioned that “appropriate due diligence doesn’t demand that you spend money.”

Meryl Rafferty said that she had visited the police station in El Cerrito and viewed it as a
“desolate and unwelcoming area for our police.” She hoped acquiring 219 would work out.

After public comment, the board went into closed session, where it remained for nearly
40 minutes. Later in the meeting, when that agenda item was reached, Interim General
Manager David Aranda reported on what had been a mystery to the public for weeks.

Aranda said that on April 16, the board decided to investigate the feasibility of devel-
oping 219 as a police station. Directors Alex Aquino-Fike, Dave Spath, and Aranda
talked to the county’s Building and Planning department and to architect George Miers
and determined that while there were concerns, there was “nothing to put a complete
stop to pursuing the property.” The district’s realtor submitted a cash offer above the
asking price on April 25. The offer included contingencies, such as a 200-day escrow
period during which the district intended to satisfy stipulations regarding the ability to

gain approvals from various government agencies to build a police headquarters as well
as obtaining a signoff from a seismic engineer and architect. There was no acceptance or
official counter offer from the sellers, though the sellers asked for a $300,000 nonrefund-
able cash payment that could be applied to the purchase price due to the long escrow and
work being done on the property while it was still in escrow. During the May 8 closed
session, however, the board learned that an offer had apparently been accepted from what
Aranda termed “an outside developer.” He concluded, “So because of the pending offer,
there is no longer a pursuit of that property by the KPPCSD.”
Paths Finally a Reality

In other district news, the acquisition of three paths moved forward. Contra Costa
County Supervisor John Gioia joined the meeting to explain the process, which involves
the county accepting ownership of the paths, then executing a quitclaim deed in favor
of the district. At that point, the district would accept the quitclaim and record the deed,
thus putting the paths in public hands. “Your legal counsel can review that and make
sure it’s consistent with your needs,” Gioia finished. “Hopefully we’ll have this all done
in June.” Acquiring the three paths was another years-long effort, much of it orchestrated
by Mark Altenberg and new fire board director Rodney Paul, along with many others. The
paths have been kept up by volunteer hours from the Kensington Pathkeepers in concert
with the Kensington Improvement Club, and now the county will contribute funds to path
maintenance. See story by Pathkeepers Rodney Paul and Supervisor John Gioia on page 4.

Kensington Police Chief Mike Gancasz answered questions about a new state assem-
bly bill, AB 413, known as the “Daylighting Law.” Effective this January (the district
website’s effective date is incorrect), AB 413 aims to improve visibility of drivers at
intersections by prohibiting parking within 20 feet of any intersection. Although it refers
to crosswalks, it applies to any intersection, marked or unmarked. Gancasz said that
enforcement is difficult to manage in Kensington, because of extremely limited parking
and narrow, curving roads with cross streets seemingly laid out at random. There was a
question about painting curbs red in that 20-foot span, but often there are no curbs, and
the county, which would be in charge of such a project, showed no interest in taking it
on. The police have been giving out warning citations since January, but as of April 1
Gancasz said officers would fine cars parked within 20 feet of intersections.

Passings

Alexander Mihailovski (Nov 8, 1937-
May 2, 2025), Kensington resident of
53 years, passed away in his home from
complications of alzheimer’s. Alex was born
in Sofia, Bulgaria. His family immigrated
first to Germany and then, after WWII, to
Pennsylvania. Alex received his Bachelor's
degree from Penn State. After postings
overseas with the USAF, Alex graduated
from UCLA with a PhD in organic chemis-
try. There, he met his future wife, Tamara.
Since 1972, they have lived in their Kens-
ington home while Alex was working at
Stauffer Chemical Company (later ICI, then
Syngenta) in Richmond.

As a chemist, Alex was very interactive
with his professional colleagues and the
scientific community at large. He obtained
many patents for his work, served as the
president of the California section of the
American Chemical Society, and later, as
Chair of the Board of Trustees. In 2009, he was honored with the distinguished Walter
Petersen Award.

Alex was very dedicated to his family and enjoyed many hobbies with joie de vivre:
hiking, skiing, opera, music, literature, film, cooking, and social celebrations. He par-
ticularly loved traveling both for work and with his family, sharing his adventures via
entertaining photo presentations for friends. He was a regular participant and volunteer
for our local committees for disaster preparedness and enjoyed many pleasant hours in
the Kensington Library perusing their periodicals.

Alex is survived by his wife of 55 years, Tamara, son Nick, daughter-in-law Brandi,
granddaughter Sasha, brother Peyo, and sister-in-law Jan.

He will be dearly missed by his family and friends.

Betty Barraza, a longtime Kensington resident, died December 29, 2024. Betty was
born January 12, 1935, in Smithville, Mis-
sissippi. She was the youngest of four chil-
dren of Ira Denton and Martha Elizabeth
“Bettye” Thompson. Betty grew up in and
spent her early adult years in Memphis.

In January, 1964, she came west to San
Francisco with two other young women for
a six-month adventure living away from
“home.” Betty, however, never got around
to going back “home,” for she liked it in
San Francisco. She never forgot her family
and friends in the South, but she just liked
living in this area better. It became her new
“home.”

Late in the summer of 1964 she met her
future husband, Ray. As a Bay Area native
he had extensive knowledge of this area,
and she was most interested to learn all
about the area and to explore it with him as
“guide.”

Ray and Betty married in 1967, and in
1970 they moved to Kensington where they raised their two sons, David and Paul. Betty
immediately found a wonderful new “home” in the Kensington community. Always
with a smile, she quickly became part of many community activities including KCC,
Kensington School PTA, Cub Scouts, and finally supporting the students at El Cerrito
High School. She often took on leadership roles to make sure things really did happen!
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RED OAK REALTY’S

RECENT KENSINGTON TRANSACTIONS

¥ == o=l kK™
CHARMING MID-CENTURY RECEIVED MULTIPLE OFFERS
IN JUST 10 DAYS AND SOLD FOR $1,270,000
274 Grizzly Peak Boulevard, Kensington - 274GrizzlyPeak.com
Ratoosh Group - 510.919.5499 - #1820096

TN

TR RARY

= | L ! "
IN 2 WEEKS, THIS HACIENDA-STYLE HIDEAWAY
RECEIVED MULTIPLE OFFERS AND SOLD FOR $1,020,000

134 Lawson Road, Kensington - KensingtonRetreat.com
TTL Team - 510.206.2686 - #1469906

Allow us to help you meet
your real estate goals.

RED

OAK

REALTY

™

3’_,

& » GOOD MOVE - redoakrealty.com

Proudly Serving Kensington
Community for Over 35 Years
For over 35 years it has been our honor

and privilege to serve this community.

When you hire TTL Team, you have your

own dedicated team not only expertly
curating your home to show its best and
‘TTL Team-
REALTORS®

garner the highest the market can offer,
but also skillful professionals preparing
the documentation to the highest
standard to ensure a smooth transaction.
It's never too early to get expert advice
even if selling is not in your near future.
Call or email us, we are happy to share our
insights with you.

510.206.2686 - TTLTeam.com

OAK TODD HODSON - TANIA BALAZS - LISA ROBESCH
REALTY REALTORS® -#909437, 1469906, 2081605

K - 8 Modern Cooperative School

Apply Now for the in the Richmond Hills .
25-26 School Year! 9hminu1'e drive flrcla)m ’ %"iﬁ@
the Kensington librar Loty
A . Y El'ﬁ-ﬁg
a4 SMALL CLASSES
N with low student/teacher ratio

l- WHOLE CHILD LEARNING
Crestmont School
SOCIAL JUSTICE CURRICULUM

Inquire today (510) 237-4164 h ATl
with strong anti-bias focus

Admissions@crestmontschool.org
SPANISH, ART, MUSIC & P.E.

6226 Arlington Blvd
Richmond CA 94805
2-3 days/wee

crestmontschool.org

Graduating Seniors Who Missed the Photo Shoot

. Maisie Cook, Warren Lieu,
Head-Royce ECHS,
School, ' Undecided
Vassar :

Three Paths Finally Gain an
Owner—Us

By Rodney Paul, Kensington Pathkeepers and John Gioia, Contra Costa County Supervisor
The Kensington community values its 11 walking paths and has long desired to bring
these paths into public ownership so that they can be properly maintained for safety and
enjoyment. A coalition of Kensington residents including the Kensington Pathkeepers,
Supervisor John Gioia and County Public Works have been working together for over
three years to develop a fiscally responsible and sustainable plan to achieve the goal of

public ownership and maintenance of these paths.

On May 8, a historic milestone occurred when the Kensington Police Protection and
Community Services District (KPPCSD) unanimously voted to enter into an agreement
with Contra Costa County to acquire the Ardmore, Beloit and Coventry paths for public
ownership. This step creates a mechanism to maintain and improve the paths for the first
time since developers subdivided Kensington over 110 years ago.

Under the agreement, the county would accept ownership of the three paths, which
were originally offered to the county by the developer in 1911. The county would then
immediately convey them by quitclaim deed to KPPCSD and contribute $175,000 over
five years to the district to financially assist in the maintenance and improvement of the
paths. The county is also making some capital improvements and installing signage for
the three paths prior to their conveyance to KPPCSD.

A report prepared by Supervisor Gioia’s office and County Public Works with the input
of a working group of Kensington residents outlined several options for public owner-
ship. This report was discussed at KPPCSD’s February meeting. The report recom-
mended acquiring these three paths for public ownership as an initial step.

At its February meeting, the KPPCSD board unanimously voted to move forward with
this recommendation and develop an agreement with the county. The Kensington Fire
Protection District also voted unanimously to support KPPCSD’s action. (Rodney Paul
is a director on the Kensington fire board and introduced the resolution.)

Kensington’s walking paths were originally created to provide access on foot to public
transit lines operating on Arlington Avenue, and they have been popular for recreation
and improving pedestrian access to shopping and other amenities. But in the absence of
a maintenance plan and funding, some have significantly deteriorated. Residents seeking
to make repairs and needed improvements, such as handrails, have faced liability and
other concerns.

Formal public ownership will enable KPPCSD (and the newly formed consolidated
Community Services District) to responsibly oversee maintenance and plan improve-
ments. Liability risks will be covered under the same insurance used for Kensington
Park and at minimal additional cost. Executing the county-KPPCSD agreement will
secure the initial three paths in perpetuity and serve as a pilot that should hopefully lead
to the other eight paths also being publicly acquired and maintained.

This milestone is the result of hard work by many people and entities over a period that
spans decades. We are gratified that our collective efforts to bring the county and com-
munity together have resulted in the development and implementation of a responsible
plan to finally bring our treasured paths under public ownership and maintenance for
current residents and future generations.

The Kensington Improvement Club must also be recognized for its decades-long
leadership and advocacy to bring the paths under public ownership. We are grateful for
all who helped us reach this bright new day for the Kensington paths, and we are proud
of the Kensington community for achieving this long-sought goal to better enjoy the
beloved paths.

Our job is not over. More work lies ahead. The Kensington Pathkeepers plan to raise
money to supplement the public funds for path improvements. It will also plan volunteer
work parties to clear the paths of vegetation and debris and will continue to focus on
public acquisition of the remaining paths.

To learn more about the paths and ways you can help, please go to the Kensington
Pathkeepers’ website at http://kensingtonpathkeepers.org and subscribe to the email list.
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ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION
Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening
Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls
Drainage ® Remodels ® Additions
Leak Investigations
Property Purchase Inspections

510.524.8058

www.lronwoodEngineering.com
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Made to Order

Sara Jaffe Bakes
Cookies, Cakes & Pies

Local girl "makes good"..desserts

/

92 1/2 Purdue Ave.
Kensington, CA 94708
510-528-4412
sarajaffebakes.com

Made in a Home Kitchen
Class A Registration 76838
Issued in Contra Costa County /

ONE NAME TO REMEMBER
WHEN ITS TIME TO

REMEMBER

EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE
SERVICE SINCE 1908

101 Colusa Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530
F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT
PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS

510.525.5111

A
SUNSET

CEMETERY « CRI ) TLIARY

EAR01E K Karketing

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM |
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At the Library: Ohlone Culture Program

Features Traditional Land Management

By Jenny Rockwell

Enjoy free programs offered by the Kensington Library at 61 Arlington Avenue. Call
510-524-3043 with questions.

Thank you to the Friends of Kensington Library for making library programs possible.
Tues, June 3, 6:30pm Friends of the Kensington Library Friends of the Kensington
Library, a 501c (3) nonprofit organization, has worked to improve and financially support

library services in Kensington since 1959. Open to all Kensington residents.

Tues, June 3, 6:30pm Castoff’s Knitting Club Meets on the 1st Tuesday of each
month. Open to all levels of knitters. Bring your own yarn!

Tuesdays, June 3, 17, 24 6:30pm Family Storytime Lots of picture books, songs,
rhymes, and fun! Stuffed animals & pajamas welcome.

Tues, June 10, 6pm Card Game
Night Come join the fun at the library
with Card Games Night. We have games
for all ages including (but not limited
to), Set, Poetry for Neanderthals, Spot
It!, Alphabet Go Fish, and the Who
Pooped? memory game, and Uno.

Thurs, June 12, 2pm Blast Off with
Paper Rockets Start summer off with a
bang by making a cool paper rocket and
shooting it 150 feet in the air.

Tues, June 17, 2-5pm Cloth Produce Bag Sewing Circle Join the Kensington Seam-
sters Union, local 94707 in transforming donated natural fiber fabric into bags, which
will be given out for free at the Kensington Farmers Market.

Tues, June 17, 6:30pm An Evening with Café Ohlone Vincent Medina and Louis
Trevino are founders of mak-"amham/Cafe Ohlone, a local cultural institution that
teaches the public about the unbroken roots of the Ohlone people. Come hear about their
work to heal the fraught relationship of the Ohlone people with UC Berkeley through the
campus-wide ‘ottoy Initiative. They will also discuss the establishment of mak-warep
Ohlone Land Conservancy, which is working toward the reacquisition and restoration
of land using traditional land management practices such
as cultural burns, traditional digging, aeration of soil, and
seasonal coppicing of plants.

Tuesday, June 24, 6:15pm Kensington Library Book
Club The club meets online via Zoom, usually on the
fourth Tuesday. The selection for June is The Golden Gate
by Amy Chua.

Tues, June 24, Read to a Dog Join a licensed therapy
dog for a 15-minute reading session every fourth Tuesday
afternoon, 3-4pm. Same-day, drop-in signup starts 15
minutes before session.

Sat, June 28, 3pm Gardening Conversation Circle:
Seed Saving Library patron and gardener Tilu will lead
a conversation and share information about seed saving.
Participants are welcome to bring seeds they have saved
and show participants how to process them.

June 2- August 2, Summer Reading The Contra Costa
County Library’s 2025 all ages summer literacy program is all about games and play!
Visit ccclib.org/summer. Every reader who completes a passport is eligible for a free
book and a chance to win prizes.

Art Exhibit Paintings by S. Newman through July 17: www.newmanesque.net

New York Times Bestselling Author

AMY CHUA

Vi

THE
GOLDEN

GATE ;-

Miller Landscape Architecture

We design for life.

Your life. Your place. Our climate.

COMPLEX HILLSIDE PROJECTS
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
ROOTED IN KENSINGTON

www.mladesigngroup.com
Lic. 3472

District Meetings
KPPCSD: June 12
KFPD: June 18
Meetings at Community Center,

7pm
Celebrating Over 30 Years
of Beauty
.~  New Clients Welcome! ~
Book Your The .
Appointment Today! A Professional
call it =t \ Tree Care Company
510-525-7752 ~,  ° Caring for trees since 1978.
A Our services range from consultation

Circle Salon
404 Colusa Ave.
Kensington

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal. We have a 100% recycle policy
for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

\a ’ 510-549-3954 or 888-335- TREE

NOW SHOWING gca)‘lrgen
Kensington Sky Manor — sothebys

INTERMATIONAL REALTY

158 Lawson Road, Kensington
4 Beds | 3 Baths | 3,508 SqgFt | 0.35 Acre | Offered at $2,998,000

The only brand new construction residence with unobstructed, 180-degree
views of San Francisco Bay and the iconic Golden Gate Bridge on .35 acres.
Located at the end of the quiet cul de sac, behind a private gated driveway,
lies a gleaming white edifice, reflecting light like a jewel. Strategically
positioned on the site like a commanding masthead, the orientation and
elevation of this home capture epic views from nearly every room. The
Architectural Digest-worthy main house consists of floor-to-ceiling windows
and soaring cathedral ceilings, an expansive front lounge deck, a dramatic
mezzanine lounge, four bedrooms, and three bathrooms. A beautiful bonus
detached studio is the perfect flex room: gym, home office, recreation/media
room, or room for guests/staff. KensingtonSkyManor.com

Once in a Lifetime Kensington Opportunity

9

Herman Chan
415.787.3450
h.chan@ggsir.com
Lic.# 01395481

Tracy Zhou Robbins
415.503.7363
t.zhou@ggsir.com
Lic.# 01896893

PRIISPECT SIERRA

' Making a
Positive
Impact

Immersed in a joyful school community,
Prospect Sierra students think and feel
deeply, develop a lifelong love of learning,
and are prepared to make a positive impact
on the world.

TK-8 School

Campus Tours for Fall 2025
Now Available
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School District Budgeting Cuts Leave
Families and Staff Scrambling

How the District Got Here and What We Can Do

By Khushali Gala Narechania

Many Kensington families have had, currently have, or will have students at Hilltop
Elementary, Korematsu Middle School, or El Cerrito High, all West Contra Costa Uni-
fied School District (WCCUSD, or the district) schools. WCCUSD serves around 25,000
students in 54 schools across five cities and six unincorporated areas, including Kens-
ington.

WCCUSD recently made headlines over budget cuts that affect students, families, and
teachers across the district—including many here in Kensington. These cuts stem from a
mix of declining revenues and a complex budgeting process, and they affect people who
are both part of and essential to our community.

Like many districts nationwide, WCCUSD has faced budget deficits for many years,
due to two main factors. First, enrollment has dropped significantly—by 9.5 percent
(about 4,000 students) over the past four years—and state funding is tied directly to
enrollment. State funding also depends on daily attendance, and chronic absentee-
ism is a growing issue. Absenteeism is projected to double compared to pre-pandemic
rates. And those projections may understate the problem, as increased immigration
enforcement by the federal government has exacerbated attendance concerns—even as
WCCUSD provides support for all families in its schools.

Second, once-stable sources of funding are more uncertain. For example, federal post-
pandemic support expired in 2023, and more recent cuts to the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation raise questions about the future of federal support. Looking ahead, a parcel tax
supporting WCCUSD is set to expire in 2027, adding further uncertainty to the district’s
local funding base beyond that date. In all, WCCUSD stands to lose tens of millions of
dollars in the coming years.

These running deficits can lead to additional problems. In 1991, for example,
WCCUSD needed to take out a $29 million emergency loan from the state—a loan that
took 21 years to pay off. During that time, WCCUSD faced both loan servicing costs and
a requirement to keep additional reserves on hand, further limiting the district’s finan-
cial flexibility.

To avoid repeating that history, WCCUSD adopted a fiscal solvency plan in 2024, com-
mitting to cut $32.7 million in costs between 2024 and 2027. For the current school year,
the plan called for $19.7 million in cuts, which were approved in last year’s budgeting
process. The district also committed, under the plan, to $7 million in cuts for the 2025-
2026 school year and $6 million in the following year. These cuts were approved—after
much public comment and discussion among board members—at the district’s March
12 Board of Education meeting. In May, the Contra Costa County Office of Education
agreed that WCCUSD can meet its financial obligations if it sticks to this proposed plan,
approving a “positive certification” of WCCUSD’s budget.

Planning for the Worst-Case Scenario Creates Its Own Problems

But the district budgeting process is its own hornet’s nest. WCCUSD sets its budget
for the “worst-case scenario” for revenue. WCCUSD has several sources of funds from
which it can draw. First, there is federal revenue. Second, there is the state funding
described above, known as LCFF (for “Local Control Funding Formula™). Third are
the funds raised by the local parcel tax. And finally, WCCUSD can draw on its own
reserves. As noted above, WCCUSD was required to keep additional reserves on hand
while in debt to the state—6 percent of total operating costs (roughly $37 million), as
opposed to the usual 3 percent.

Of these funding sources, WCCUSD can only count on some when planning its budget.
Because it must set its budget for the worst-case scenario, it cannot account for funds
deemed “restricted,” such as federal funding confirmed after the conclusion of the
budgeting process. Funds raised from the local parcel tax are similarly restricted. And
even after drawing the district’s reserve fund, known as Fund 17, down to the minimum
required 3 percent of operating costs (or roughly $15 million) over the next three years,
the county has deemed the planned cuts for the worst-case scenario necessary.

This decision, especially the exclusion of restricted funds, can cause whiplash for
WCCUSD teachers and families. Because the budget excludes restricted funds, it
includes cuts to positions the district intends to fund once those restricted resources
become available. This leads to legally required layoff notices for teachers and staff,
even if the district plans to eventually fund these positions. Teachers and staff under-
standably seek secure employment elsewhere, causing churn and uncertainty. Similarly,
schools are asked to change their schedules by, for example, reducing elective periods
to comply with a budget limited to only unrestricted funding. Once restricted funding
becomes available, schools might revert to their original plans—but, by that point, it
may be too late to implement a new bell schedule.

All of this is just on the revenue side of the equation. WCCUSD’s costs are also in
flux. The teachers’ contracts will be renegotiated this year, and the district will need to
account for increases in teacher pay and benefits. The district also has significant admin-
istrative, operational, and contract costs that may require further scrutiny to balance the
budget and minimize disruption to the district’s educational mission, including support
for teachers and staff.

WCCUSD’s budget challenges create uncertainty for teachers and staff, affect students
through shifting schedules and fewer classes, and leave families with more unpredict-
ability. Because the district’s budgeting process must exclude funding that often arrives
later, it implements cuts that cause disruption even when positions or programs are
ultimately restored.

This article aims to help clarify how school funding and district budgeting work—and
why the process can feel so unpredictable. There’s no simple fix, but families can stay
informed and involved. Ask your schools’ principals and teachers how families can help,
and about how the district can better support their schools and students. Raise those con-
cerns with the WCCUSD School Board—board meetings are public and feature multiple
opportunities for public comment—or with Board of Education president and Kensing-
ton’s representative Leslie Reckler at Leslie.reckler@wccusd.net

Voice-Generated Al Gives New Meaning
to Don’t Believe Everything You Hear

By David Stuckman and Linnea Due

Have you crossed one of the bay’s bridges and gotten a text that day or the next
demanding that you pay the toll by clicking a link in the text? You scratch your head,
wondering if your FasTrak account somehow ran out of money. But no, this is just one of
the scams targeting East Bay residents. If you Google FasTrak scam, you’ll find mul-
tiple warnings of this particular ruse. It’s clever because you did indeed cross one of the
bridges.

Scammers are becoming ever more sophisticated. If they gain access to your phone or
computer (don’t click that link!), you could lose money, your identity, and your sanity
trying to clear up the mess. Now we need to beware of Al-generated voice scams.

Imagine answering the phone and hearing the distressed voice of your son. He says
he’s in jail, and he desperately needs money to bail himself out. The caller ID appears
legitimate and your son’s voice is unmistakable. Moments later, an “attorney” follows
up, instructing you to send bail money through an instant, untraceable payment method.

Scammers are now using artificial intelligence (AI) and voice-cloning technology to
deceive families into handing over money, posing as loved ones in distress.

How These Scams Work

With rapid advancements in A, criminals can clone a person’s voice with just
a few seconds of audio—often taken from social media or online videos (Zoom,
anyone?). Armed with this technology, scammers call unsuspecting families, mimicking
the voice of a jailed relative and creating a sense of panic. The “attorney” who calls next
demands payment via Cash App, cryptocurrency, or another untraceable method—often
threatening legal consequences if the family hesitates.

For decades, families have relied on a loved one’s voice and caller ID to confirm identi-
ties. Now, neither can be trusted. Al technology has advanced to the point where even
the most skeptical individuals can be fooled.

How to Protect Yourself and Your Loved Ones

Scammers rely on panic and urgency to bypass critical thinking. To safeguard against
these Al-based scams, families should take proactive steps: Verify any call before
acting.

If you receive a call from someone claiming to be in jail, hang up and contact the jail
or police department directly.

Establish a family safe word. Create a unique code word or security question known
only to immediate family members. If you ever receive a distress call, ask for the safe
word to verify the caller’s identity. Don’t share the word via email, text or any written
format that could be compromised.

Scammers push for immediate payment using untraceable methods like Cash App or
Venmo. Legitimate bail bondsmen and attorneys will never demand payment this way.
Many scammers gather voice samples and personal details from social media. Be mind-
ful of what you or your family share publicly, especially voice recordings and personal
details.

And if you suspect a scam, you’re probably onto something. Google the specifics
before you do anything else. Call a close friend or the police. Ask for help.

Al technology is advancing faster than the laws meant to regulate it, leaving con-
sumers vulnerable. Until lawmakers address these risks, public awareness is the best
defense. If you or someone you know has encountered a scam like this, report it to the
Kensington Police immediately.

Cameras Help Take Two Off the Streets

Kensington’s Flock cameras identified three stolen vehicles driving through Kens-
ington. A Flock alert for one of the stolen vehicles on April 22 led to officers locating
the occupied stolen vehicle and apprehending two suspects. Both had lengthy criminal
records with outstanding felony and misdemeanor warrants from several Bay Area coun-
ties. The investigation was presented to the Contra Costa County District Attorney’s
Office for prosecution.

Classified Ads

AESTHETIC GARDEN DESIGN/CARE.
20 years plus experience. Knowledge-
able, motivated, responsible. Local,
Not mow blow. Brian 510-912-8910

KENSINGTON DEYLIVERY - Affordable delivery
service for community residents. John Dey 510-610-4638

MATH & SCIENCE TUTOR 20+
years experience. Tairi Nishizawa
510-332-9864 entropically.com

ANYA’S TECH HELP. Experienced MEDICARE & LONG-TERM
Assistance & education with computers, CARE-Insurance Specialist
mobile phones, websites, passwords, CA lic#0ES50665 www.
security, software programs, internet, LaMairlnsurance.com 510-301-3313

audio, video, etc. Starting $75/hr.
415.523.6553 anya@anyas.tech

MOBILE NOTARY available in Kensington,
Berkeley, Oakland and the greater SF BayArea

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING.
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood resto-
ration, color consultation. License #721226. Kens-
ington references. 510-655-9267 for free estimate.

DESIGN-BUILD LOCAL CONTRACTOR
-with 46+ years experience
remodeling/renovation with creative
solutions for handicap access
ibility,kitchens, baths,ADU.Lots of
local references. Learn more at www.
baywoodbuilding.com or Yelp.Lic
357706-B Call Robert at 510-595-4231

GUITAR LESSONS with patient instructor.
Local studio. Visit:marksorensenguitar.com

- fast, reliable, and professional service at
your location. Available Monday — Friday.
Call or text Grahame today! 415-341-2499

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Quality
Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. Learn
more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Contact:nan@
nanphelps.com or phone 510-528-8845

YOUR GREEN GARDENERS
Unique,Beautiful,Sustainable Garden
Designs. Garden Maintenance,
Clean-Ups & Tree Pruning. Email:
yourgreengardeners@gmail.com
www.yourgreengardeners.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES, - 35years
Experience. Dennis Flynn - 510-361-9186

HELPING HANDS personalized concierge
services: household help, organization, bookkeeping.
Free consult, local references. 510-735-6965

HOUSE CLEANING. Every Week.
Biweekly,Monthly.Excellent
References. Free Estimate 510-467-9395

KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR-Kitchens
& baths, expert home repairs, painting,
waterproofing. Reliable. Lic#606634
Thomas Cuniff Construction 415-378-2007

Classified Ad Placement:

Monthly rates $8 per line (two-line minimum),
45 characters or spaces per line. Ad form at
www.kensingtonoutlook.com or scan this QR
code.

Classifieds must be prepaid
and received by the 10th of
the month preceding publica-
tion.You can also mail an ad
to PO Box 2212, El Cerrito, CA
94530.
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KASEP—Kensington After School Program

We just wrapped up another fun and creative spring session of KASEPR,
serving TK through 6th grade students with a wide range of after-school
classes. From baking muffins and making chocolate in our cooking
classes, to crafting mosaics and jewelry in our art classes our students
explored their talents and tried new things. They flipped in gymnastics,
leveled up in year-long Spanish, practiced discipline in judo, learned to
code, built amazing LEGO creations, discovered sign language, and
even stepped into the spotlight with circus arts—mastering stilt walking,
juggling, and more. KASEP continues to be a vibrant hub where curios-
ity, creativity, and community come together after the school bell rings.

Mark your calendars for the Fall KASEP Registration on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 2nd, 2025. Classes begin Monday, September 8th.

KCC Summer Camp

We are thrilled to introduce Ailish Smith as
our new Camp Director!

Allish has worked as a counselor at KCC
for the past three years and could not be
more excited for a new, fantastic summer
to come.

KCC has served as a welcoming, fun, and
supportive summer job during her time at
the University of California, Santa Cruz. She
is graduating this spring with a Bachelor's
Degree in Art as well as Critical Race and Ethnic Studies. Because of
her experience in both areas of study, Ailish brings a creative, thought-
ful, and inclusive approach to camp leadership.

She believes in the power of joyful self-expression, play, and community
to help children grow into confident, compassionate individuals. Ailish
has volunteered at an after-school art program in Santa Cruz, work-

ing with children ages 2-10 to develop their creativity, confidence, and
motor skills. Additionally, she worked as an artist assistant with Dana
King, creating and assembling her sculpture Monumental Reckoning,
which was installed in Golden Gate Park from 2021 to 2024.

Allish is looking forward to fostering an inclusive, caring, and engaging
camp community in her capacity as director. She is eager to incorpo-
rate new, enriching activities and games that complement the play-
based social and emotional learning that makes summer camp such a
joyful, impactful, and memorable experience for every child. As a former
camp-avoidant kid, Ailish is especially sensitive to how intimidating
camp can feel at first. This perspective helps her create a welcoming
environment where every child, whether shy, outgoing, or somewhere in
between, can feel safe, included, and excited to participate.

She is honored to share her love of creativity, community, and joy with
this summer’s incoming campers. Please reach out with any questions
or say hello!

Pointed Pen Calligraphy for Beginners Workshop
w/Irina Zhivotovskaia

Kensington Recreation Building

Thursday, June 12th

9:00am-11:00am

$30

Cardio Dance with Karma Smart

Fridays 11:30am-12:30

Community Center

Cost $15 drop in or register online

Tai Chi with Nobuo Nishi

Wednesdays & Fridays from 9:30-11:00am
Drop-in fee is $15

Yoga with Anja Borgstrom

Strength & Balance Yoga -Tuesdays at 8:30am
Cost is $20 drop in or register online

Slim Chance Circus School - All-Ages Unicycle &
Juggling Class

Thursday evenings, 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM

Recreation Building Classroom A (Kensington Park near
the flat upper lawn)

Cost: $20 per person (drop-in). Family discounts available

Family Yoga in the Park with Lori Hess

Family Yoga will take place on rotating weekend days @ 10:00-10:45 (kids
aged 2 to 5) on the grassy lawn outside the KCC Office/Recreation Build-
ing (past the tennis courts).

If possible, please bring a waterproof blanket/tarp, two yoga mats (we will
have extra mats available), warm layers, and a water bottle.

Spring dates: Saturday 5/3, Sunday 5/11, Saturday 5/17 and Sunday
5/31. Suggested cost: $25 per class; Please contact Lori Hess wayto-
glowkidsyoga@gmail.com with questions about the class.

Register at KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org/adult-and-family-
classes

The Kensington Outlook can now be found at: KensingtonOutlook.com
Archive copies can also be found on our website dating back to 20083.
KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Recreation Building Kensington CA
94707 E-mail: Info@KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org, or call 510-525-
0292. Our website is: www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org.

@ Follow us on Instagram %
@KensingtonCommunityCouncil
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KENSINGTON EATS-OUT

The Heart of Kensington: Kensington Circus Pub
By lIttai Shiu

If you live in Kensington, you’ve likely experienced the charm of Kensington Circus
Pub. Whether you’re a regular or just passing through Colusa Circle to pick up some
fresh ingredients at the farmers’ market or treats from Semifreddi’s bakery, you’ve
doubtless noticed that the Circus Pub is a cornerstone of the community.

For 35 years, the Circus Pub has become a favorite spot for gathering with friends and
family. A cross between an American Grill and an English pub, the establishment serves
classic British ales and
West Coast brew in a
warm and inviting atmo-
sphere.

The pub's menu is as
much a draw as its drinks.
While you’ll find essential
bar snacks such as fries
and onion rings, the Corn
Fritters are a must-try,
offering a satisfying bal-
ance of sweet and savory.
For heartier fare, the
Circus Pub features high
quality pasta dishes, along
with a tempting array of burgers and sandwiches.

But the spotlight remains on traditional English dishes. Of course, there’s the iconic
Fish and Chips—made with cod strips deep-fried in a beer batter and available in serv-
ings of three to six pieces, perfect for sharing. Other standouts include the hearty Shep-

- herd’s Pie, featuring stewed
- 7 o W* lamb topped with mashed
A \./ N potatoes, tomato-cilantro salsa,
’ ,/‘ ! & % and cheese. Another pub crowd-
\ TS 4 v pleaser is Bangers and Mash,
. 2 i& % pairing juicy pork sausages
A - with house-made mashed pota-
toes and rich gravy.

My wife was ecstatic when
she saw her favorite dessert on
the menu: Sticky Toffee Pud-
ding. It’s a moist sponge cake
bathed in warm toffee sauce,
which restaurants don't often
get right. The pub’s version
satisfied a harsh critic and was
a truly comforting end to the
w= meal.

Beyond its food and drinks, the Circus Pub thrives as a dynamic music venue. Friday
and Saturday nights come alive with an eclectic mix of live music. During our last visit,
we were treated to French Cafe Jazz, with its upbeat accordion and spirited violin. A few
couples got up from their tables to dance (yes, we were one of them). The events calen-
dar is an exciting showcase of everything from country and rock to blues and bluegrass.

Their most popular event, literally called the “Beatles Thingy,” is held on the last
Sunday of every month. It’s an energetic Beatles sing-along where the band and the audi-
ence take the stage. I repeat, you can experience live-band Beatles karaoke right here in
Kensington.

Kensington Circus Pub is more than just a place to eat and drink—it’s a reflection of

A Legacy of Serving our Community

| El Cerrito

1960 Mountain Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94611
510.339.0400

3070 Claremont Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705
510.652.2133

1656 Shattuck Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94709
510.848.1950

the community’s spirit. At its epicenter
is Scott McFadin, who bought the pub
in 2012 after spending time as its bar-
tender. Since then, he has worked hard
to cultivate a welcoming and inclusive
environment with a staff that combines
attentive service with genuine friendli-
ness that makes everyone feel at home
from the moment they walk through
the door.

McFadin's stories about the pub’s past
also provide a fascinating view into
our local history, filled with anecdotes
about notable guests, including Zsa Zsa
Gabor, members of The Cure, and even
Theodor Geisel, better known as Dr.
Seuss. Did you know Maya Angelou
resided a few blocks away on Colusa in
the “70s?

Whether you’re drawn in by the

KENSINGTON CIRCUS PUB

o Wene Lt

%

i

food, the live music, or the history, there’s no denying that Kensington Circus Pub is a
quintessential part of life in Kensington. Congratulations and thank you for 35 years of

being a place where stories are shared, friendships are forged, and the community comes
together!

Kensington Circus Pub, 389 Colusa Ave., 510-524-8814

County Offers Free Composting
Workshops Online

By Maureen Parkes, Senior Planning Technician

The Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development sponsors
several free workshops throughout the year on composting. The aim is to reduce waste
and teach residents how to create nutrient-rich compost at home. Whether you’re curi-
ous about home composting or want to start a worm bin, we’ve got you covered. We
welcome all Contra Costa County residents, and anyone else who wants to learn about
composting, to join us for these engaging composting workshops!

The schedule begins this month with a home composting workshop on June 7, followed
by vermicomposting (think worms!) on August 2. October 25 is another home compost-
ing session, and early December goes back to the worms on December 6. Workshops are
held live on Zoom. A link will be sent the week before the event. You can register via
Eventbrite or email Maureen.Parkes@dcd.cccounty.us

You can also contact us at 925-655-2909.

If you have questions about recycling, reusing and disposing of items call our Recy-
cling Hotline: 1-800-750-4096 or email recycling@dcd.cccounty.us

RECENT SALES
ZIP CODE EAST BAY

115 WINDSOR AVENUE

$1,242,531 « 19 ANSON WAY

$1,225,000 « 744 COVENTRY RD

oy '11'“
[

EESiolipl $2,100,000 « 230 YALE AVENUE

$2,500,000 « 811 MENDOCINO AVE

$1,700,000 « 7002 CAROL COURT

$1,550,000 « 104 ARLINGTON AVE

$2,425,000 « 32 KERR AVE

Curious about the market? We're here to help!
Contact us at 510.323.3669 to schedule your free home

evaluation or to chat about the state of the market.

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED. DRE 02029039.
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