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By Linnea Due 
When Interim Kensington Police Chief 

Steve Simpkins heard that his old friend, 
Dixon’s Traffic Supervisor Brad Harms, 
was set to retire, he suggested that 
Harms come to Kensington. “He said, 
`Why don’t you come out and help with 
traffic here? I need a traffic officer, and 
this is a little slice of heaven, you’ll love 
it.” Harms was not convinced until he 
visited with Simpkins, and the two drove 
around the ‘hood. “My wife said if you 
want to have fun, do it. I decided I would 
have fun here.”

	This is Harms’ sixth posting with 
Simpkins. An Army brat, Harms was 
born at Fort Knox, Kentucky. His father, 
one of the last surviving members of 
the Green Berets, brought his family to 
various postings, including Germany 
and memorably, Izmir, Turkey. Harms 

By Linnea Due
	In 1978, the East Bay Heritage Quilters 

Guild came together to make quilts. The 
guild has met at Kensington’s Unitarian 
Church all the years since—or at least 
they did until the coronavirus scotched 
in-person meetings. Now members of the 
group are using their skills and fabrics to 
create masks and hospital gowns.

	Longtime quilter Mabry Benson explains 
that the transition to masks was surpris-
ingly easy. “For at least the last twenty 
years, the guild has been distributing 
quilts we’ve made to hospitals and other 
facilities,” she explains. Berkeleyan 
Carolyn Wild is the main distributor of 
the group’s crafts. Benson says that they 
have donated quilts to neonatal units, fire 
victims, kids going through chemotherapy, 
nursing homes. Benson has made quilts 
for cancer victims, some decorated with 
the names of family members. “Those 
people told me how much that meant to 
them,” she says, “to know that someone 
was thinking of them. It’s such a tangible 
reminder that someone cares.”

	Benson says that when the group real-
ized that health care workers were short 
of masks, it was very natural for their 
members to leap right in. “We thought 
that we could make masks to cover [health 
care workers’] good ones so the good ones 
would last longer,” she says.

 	“Someone sent out a mask-making video 
and then another compiled about twelve 
videos and sent them to us. I settled on a 
simple pattern. We’re not making them 
hospital quality—they can’t protect you 

was between ages ten to twelve when 
he lived in Turkey, and he loved being 
there. When his father received a posting 
to Tehran, he opted out, and the family 
moved to Sacramento. Harms graduated 
from UC Davis; he was a good enough 
ball player to play semi-pro and played 
right field in junior college and at Davis.

	Harms worked for 21 years with the 
Contra Costa County sheriff’s depart-
ment. He worked on county patrol in 
North Richmond, El Sobrante, Bethel 
Island, and others. And like Simpkins, he 
worked as a contract officer. He spent five 
years in San Ramon as a traffic officer 
with INPACT, which investigates serious 
or fatal accidents. “Not fun,” Harms said. 
He wrote the traffic manual for Orinda, 
Dixon—and now for Kensington. Among 

From Quilts to Masks 
and Gowns

Officer Brad Harms Wants to Educate…
Or Give You a Ticket, Your Choice

The Coventry Kazoo Club demonstrates how to socially distance while tooting their own horns. The group 
meets every Thursday evening to encourage camaraderie in the 700 block. Writes member Kay Reed: 
“We play songs from the Great American Songbook, Beatles favorites, and whatever comes to mind.” 
Participants include Jess, Kai, and Zane Daugherty, Lee Mitchell, Kay Reed, the Kuehnl family—Amanda, 
Eric, Freddie, and Thom, Gary and Denise Van Kuiken, and Gretchen and Gayle Gillfillan. Photo by 
Andrew Reed.
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Ruth Frassetto, CRS
CalDRE Lic. #00779030

Over 41 years of experience you can count on
510.697.8606 | 510.652.2133/414

 rfrassetto@grubbco.com
Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs 

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.  

Considering selling? The market is still strong in Kensington and the surrounding area. 
Inventory is limited and there are many qualified buyers.

If you are interested in knowing the value of your home or what it takes to sell a home in this 
market, call me. The appointment is confidential and complimentary.

G The GRUBB Co.

46 ARDMORE ROAD
Just Sold! Sophisticated Modern design 
3+BR/2BA with detached ‘She/He shed’.
Deep beautiful garden, lap pool and spa.

Originally offered at $1,348,000
Sold with very favorable terms for the 

Seller

KENSINGTON UPDATE

258 AMHERST AVENUE
New Listing!  Unique property-adaptable 
as a single family home or co-housing. 
Stunning Bay views. Level in to expansive 
2BR/2BA with interior staircase & exterior 
entrance to 3BR/2BA flat below. 

Offered at $1,398,000
Real Estate is business as usual in an unusual market. 

Properties are selling when presented thoughtfully, carefully and creatively - while keeping 
buyers, sellers and the community safe.

9 MERCHANT COURT
New Listing!  The ultimate in English 
Cottage style sited on a large parcel with 
sweet terraced garden. Charming Two 
bedrooms, one and one-half bath plus 
separate bonus space.

Call for Price

10 ANSON WAY
New Listing!  CA Ranch with expansive 
floor plan. Level in to this 4BR/2BA with 
view of Mount Tamalpais. Lower level has 
an efficiency kitchen and full bath- loads 
of space and possibilities.

Call for Price

Letters to the Editor 
Smart Move or Not?
Dear Editor:

On June  11, three members of the KPPCSD board voted to obligate the district with pen-
sion obligation bonds (POBs) to address the unfunded pension liability for police officers. I 
voted to abstain.

POBs have been used by agencies to reduce pension costs, but the success or failure of 
this approach relies on timing on the return on investment, especially in the first year of 
the bond. Consideration of this POB was rushed. After only a short discussion, the board’s 
finance committee did not make a recommendation yea or nay. Later, three of the six mem-
bers of that committee wrote objections on the POB. The bulk of the discussion at the June 
11 board meeting was devoted to the two salesmen for the POBs. The board president was 
apparently unable to see a member of the finance committee who wanted to speak. Even I 
was barred from speaking during portions of the meeting.

The potential and significant risk of issuing a POB is whether the CalPERs rate of return 
will be lower than the bond interest. The Government Finance Officers Association sees 
these bonds as a “gamble” of public funds if CalPERs earns less than the interest rate of 
the POB. Despite statements by the salesmen at the meeting, CalPERs has had negative 
rates of returns.

We are in a pandemic that has upended life as we know it and created economic chaos 
with grave uncertainty for the future. I asked that consideration of the POB be returned to 
the finance committee for further discussion. Instead, three directors voted to gamble with 
public funds. I hope my concern is misplaced.
Eileen Nottoli, KPPCSD board director

Reconsider Bonds Decision
Dear Editor:

I understand that the KPPCSD board approved issuance of pension obligation bonds at 
its Thursday meeting, based in part on information that CalPERS has never had a nega-
tive return on its investments. CalPERS had negative returns in the last two recessions, 30 
percent in 2000-2002 and 27 percent in 2008-2009.

Local governments that issued pension bonds in 2006 or 2007 lost substantial asset value, 
and the transactions did not yield a savings over the long term. The impact of the asset loss 
was new unfunded pension liabilities that often exceeded the increase in asset value from 
the bonds. These new liabilities had to be repaid at the higher CalPERS rate, yet the POBs 
still had to be repaid. This increased their annual costs to a level greater than if the POBs 
had not been issued.

Pension bonds can be a good financial decision, but this is a bad time to issue them, at the 
beginning of a recession while the stock market is still high. It can take years to recover 
from a large decline in value. Investing bond proceeds right before a large decline exacer-
bates that effect. Without seeing scenarios showing the impact of various rates of return, 
you did not have enough information to make your decision.

I could not participate in the Zoom meeting but have heard that all participants were 
muted, including board members, some of whom were prevented from participating in 
the deliberative process with fellow board members. Residents wishing to speak were not 

called upon despite using the “raise hand” feature. Not only is muting board members 
improper, these conditions represent a serious flaw in the public process and call into ques-
tion whether board members had sufficient information before voting. 

I ask those members of the board who voted to approve issuance of the POBs to recon-
sider this matter at a special meeting. (Ed. note: A longer version of this letter was emailed 
to directors June 15; the bond documents were signed June 16.)
Lori Trevino
 
Police Board Majority Delays Cost $800,000
Dear Editor:

   At the May 22 Kensington Fire Protection District (KFPD) Finance Committee meet-
ing, Director Don Dommer reported that the Kensington Police Protection Community 
Services District (KPPCSD) directors sat on the Public Safety Building (PSB) issue for 
two years and that, because of rising construction costs during this time, the delay had cost 
Kensington taxpayers $800,000.

The renovation of the PSB is urgent because the building no longer meets current codes 
and standards, and this puts all of us at risk, especially if the two departments are unable 
to respond effectively in a major earthquake, conflagration, or other emergency.

Over a year ago, the two boards agreed to a 2x2 combined committee, comprised of two 
directors from each board: Julie Stein and Don Dommer from the KFPD and Rachelle 
Sherris-Watt and Chris Deppe from the KPPCSD. 

This committee would provide the public with a transparent process and facilitate work-
ing together. Sherris-Watt and Deppe failed to meet with Stein and Dommer despite many 
invitations to do so. Recently obtained public records show that, in one case, Deppe flatly 
refused to entertain public discussion of the PSB.

Requests from residents and KPPCSD director Cyrus Modavi to discuss the PSB have 
been denied or met with responses that the issue is nuanced, that it’s being handled, or that 
Sherris-Watt and Deppe have a plan they’ll eventually reveal. As of its May 14 meeting, 
the KPPCSD board had not provided any concrete details on how, when, or where they 
will establish a temporary police station while the PSB is being renovated or how they 
will finance the work for both temporary and permanent locations for Kensington’s police 
department. This dance has been going on for many months, which suggests that the 
KPPCSD board majority sees no urgency with this matter. The KFPD board, on the other 
hand, resolved these two issues for the fire department months ago.

In addition to putting the lives of Kensington’s first responders and residents at risk, we 
now know that the KPPCSD’s failures, with respect to the Public Safety Building alone, 
have already cost Kensington taxpayers $800,000.
Peter Liddell

Measure R
Dear Kensington Community, 

Thank you for your support of Measure R, the bond initiative placed on the March, 2020 
ballot by the West Contra Costa Unified School District. 

It is humbling to live in a community that so generously rises time and again to support 
public education. I am deeply grateful that so many understood that Measure R was about 
an equitable investment in facilities, and that every child— regardless of neighborhood or 
zip code—deserves a safe and modern facility in which to learn. As a parent and longtime 
education advocate in our school district, I will do my part to ensure that decisions are 
data-based and made transparently, and that projects are executed in a fiscally responsible 
manner. Once again, I thank the community for their generous support.
Leslie Reckler
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K E N S I N G T O N
Community E ducation

  Bubble Art Activity

 

What You Need:
Food Coloring
Bubbles
Cardstock paper
Small Clear Cups
Bubble Wand

Directions:
1. Pour a small amount bubbles in each cup.
2. �Add about 5 drops of food coloring to each cup, make 

each cup of bubbles a different color.
3. Stir your bubbles well.
4. �Lay your paper onto the grass or sidewalk, dip your wand 

into the colored bubbles and blow onto your white card 
stock.

5. Let dry

KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Bldg. E (Across the grassy field above the tennis 
courts in Kensington Park), Kensington CA 94707. E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com, or call 525-
0292. Our website is: www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org.    

KCC Summer Camp  
Cancelled for Summer 2020
 It is with great sadness that we must cancel all sessions of our KCC Summer 
Camp. Our staff and Board members have carefully reviewed guidelines from 
the American Camp Association, Contra Costa Health Services, and the 
CDC as we weighed our options. Unfortunately, as we gained more informa-
tion and a better understanding of our present circumstances, we realized 
that we could not insure a completely safe environment this summer.   
   We would have loved to have provided a welcome diversion on Kens-
ington’s big lawn for your children, especially after months of quarantine. 
Sadly, we now recognize that we cannot guarantee a safe environment while 
providing a fun, freewheeling summer camp experience under the neces-
sary constraints placed on us until our health professionals have a better 
understanding of COVID-19. Our first responsibility is always the health and 
safety of our children, their families, and our staff of wonderful counselors and 
teachers. This is something we felt we could not guarantee while the virus is 
still spreading through our community with insufficient means for isolating it. 
   Unlike our big city neighbors, the KCC Summer Camp is operated by the 
Kensington Community Council, a nonprofit organization, with more lim-
ited resources. Beyond our limited physical resources there are the logisti-
cal restrictions that daily health screening, constant disinfecting, and social 
distancing of campers would demand. The logistics of keeping cohorts of 12 
campers together with no mingling with other cohorts for sessions of three 
weeks at a time would radically change the spirit of camp for everyone. Many 
of the activities that our campers have come to expect, such as fieldtrips and 	
camp-wide Olympics, would not be possible. 
   We understand that this is a blow to parents who were hoping to provide 
their children with a fun activity after months of quarantine. We feel your 
disappointment deeply. Presently enrolled families will be contacted and full 
refunds will be made. If you have any questions contact: kccrec@yahoo.com. 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. Please stay well this summer 
and we hope to see you on the big lawn in the near future. 

Kensington Path Scavenger Hunt
Our local path expert Rodney Paul was scheduled to do a field trip scavenger 
hunt for our campers this month but since that has been cancelled we are 
posting a family scavenger hunt here and will give away prizes to the first 10 
families to submit their correct answers to kccrec@yahoo.com.
Deadline to submit answers for the scavenger hunt is August 1st
 
Instructions:  
Please go to the Kensingtonpathkeepers.org website and find the map of the 
walking paths. You will walk the paths and look for answers to the questions 
below. You should use a mask or cloth facing covering while using the paths 
if social distancing guidelines are in place. Please respect guidelines and be 
considerate of others using the paths.  

IMPORTANT NOTE: The two paths in 
red on the map are closed. It is not safe 
to use them, and they are not part of the 
scavenger hunt. The Westminster and 
Marchant paths are unpaved and steep, 
and you don’t need to go on either to 
answer these questions. There are 7 
total paths you should visit.

 1. �How many steps on all the Kensing-
ton Paths?

 2. �Which path has the most total steps? 
Which path has the fewest?

 3. �Which paths have round utility holes about 2-feet in diameter (not including 
Westminster and Marchant paths)?

 4. �Which path has two lanes (and is therefore well suited for social distancing)?
 5. Which path has the most wooden railroad ties?
 6. Which paths have railings? Which do not?
 7. On which path or paths can you see the Golden Gate Bridge?
 8. �There’s a large metal gate on the Beloit steps. Find it and tell us which 

animal figures you see on it. How many people are on it?
 9. There’s a green sign on one of the paths. What does it ask path users to do?
10. Which path has a sign with the path name on it (not a number)?

Extra credit: Time yourself and report back on how long it took you to walk all 
7 of the scavenger hunt paths in the same day.
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Third Time’s the Charm
By Linnea Due

	Newly hired interim chief of police Walt Schuld has retired a couple of times already, 
which makes his new post the third time he’s rejoined the work force. He retired in 
2014 after a long career with the city of San Pablo’s police department, where he served 
in a number of positions before becoming chief in 2010. He came back as San Pablo’s 
assistant city manager, then again, when the then-current chief left suddenly, returned 
as chief for a spell. “I really wanted to help them out,” Schuld said in a phone interview 
June 4.

	Does he not care for retirement? “I was liking it a lot,” he said. But apparently Steve 
Simpkins, now back with the county sheriff’s department after his own tour as Kensing-
ton’s interim chief, was very persuasive.

“Steve and I were good friends when he was chief at Danville,” Schuld said. “He talked 
to me about how great Kensington was and how great the police department can be. He 
asked if I would come back for another six months [following Simpkins’ interim]. It’s 
kind of like giving back to the profession that’s given me so much. My wife Christina 
said go for it if you really want to do it. I’m happy to be here to help out the department.”

	Schuld worked with Simpkins for about a week, then began officially May 18. “I like 
the community. It’s very engaged and very caring. People ask a lot of thoughtful ques-
tions. I like that.”

	Schuld grew up in a police family; his grandfather and father were officers. His grand-
father spent his career in Detroit, and his father, starting in Detroit, moved the family to 
Santa Rosa during Schuld’s childhood.

	The new interim chief has plenty on his plate, with some tasks made harder by the 
pandemic. “I’m pleased that officers are responding very well to the change,” Schuld 
said. “Police officers don’t like change, but these officers have been great.” Schuld plans 
to review departmental orders and policies, plus professionalize record-keeping by 
digitizing records. “We’ll look at upgrading the cars, the cars are pretty old. And there is 
the Public Safety Building.” Lately it has appeared more promising that the police will 
have a place in the renovated building, but while renovation is underway, the police must 
relocate to a temporary space.

“We have computer infrastructure that will take some planning [for the move],” Schuld 
said. “That will be the hardest part. The connection with Albany and the other links 
need to go off and come on simultaneously.”

  Schuld is also developing emergency evacuation plans. Officer Brad Harms is spear-
heading that effort. Based on the study that the fire board commissioned, which showed 
the vital importance being able to access the top of the cemetery in an evacuation, 
Harms has partnered with the cemetery to allow traffic. “Brad is taking the lead on that 
and doing a good job. We’re also going to get the word out on parking. Some parking is 
facing the wrong way. We’re getting a basic plan done, and then we’ll get it out to the 
community.” There is also a volunteer program in the works, but that has been shelved 
by the pandemic.

Meanwhile, Schuld and Simpkins continue to look for a long-term chief. “We’re keep-
ing our eyes and ears open. We want Kensington to have a good permanent chief for a 
lot longer than six months or a year.”

Schuld prefers a force of ten officers. “I would like ten so we aren’t seeing overtime. If 
we budget for ten, we can keep recruiting if we have nine. It will probably average out to 
eight or nine. If they just give you two weeks’ notice, it takes six to eight months to hire 
someone between the recruiting, background checks, psychological and medical exams. 
Recruiting is very difficult these days.”

On that note, Schuld said, “This is a very difficult time for police. Nobody likes to see 
what’s going on and the strain it puts on all officers, even though it was done by a few.”

Schuld may be able to serve for longer than six months if the search for a permanent 
chief is prolonged. “This time doesn’t count,” he explained—as a retired annuitant, 
Schuld can work 960 hours per fiscal year, and the new fiscal year begins in July. After 
July, “CalPERS is giving some dispensation,” Schuld explained, “If the employee is 
needed during the COVID emergency, then hours don’t count until the emergency is 
over with.”

	

Five-year-old Elana Feller takes daily walks 
with her family. She noticed that the grassy 
knoll bordered by Santa Fe and Oak View was 
littered with cigarette butts, bottles, and other 
detritus. She made it her mission to organize 
neighbors, including Nidaan Chekuri, age six, 
to pick up the trash. On a bright and gusty 
Saturday morning, several bags of litter were 
collected and disposed of. Thank you, Elana! 
Photo by Eileen Nottoli.

A Pandemic Forces Rethinking KPD Alternatives
 
By Marilyn Stollon

In mid-May, a sea change hit Kensington. Steve Simpkins, the Interim Chief of Police, 
who metaphorically rode his horse into town to clean it up, has departed. Departing with 
him will be his version of peace-making and vision-setting in our divided town.

Residents will be faced with the question of “What’s next” in the long-running conflict 
over the future of the police department. Shall we pursue the goal of full or partial con-
tracting for police services or maintain an in-house department?

Will the lawn signs come down as we move towards a new phase post-Simpkins’ reha-
bilitation? Are we closer than we think to some type of preliminary short- or long-term 
resolution? What are the realistic options going forward?

 The Coronavirus pandemic will likely put a fiscal monkey wrench in future plans, not 
only for our town but everywhere else. Without a doubt there will be major budget short-
falls and impacts from lost revenue. CalPERS financial losses, for example, will likely 
increase our annual pension obligation payments. We do not know how our property tax 
revenue projections will ultimately shake out, because we have yet to see what will occur 
in the real estate market in terms of home values, foreclosures, and job losses over the 
long term. All of this uncertainty suggests taking a more conservative fiscal path.

You might ask how we got here and where did this standoff at the OK Corral begin. 
While not everyone remembers the 2014 incident we call Renogate, the officer miscon-
duct was only a symptom of a deeper problem. Briefly, it arose out of management neg-
ligence stemming from a combined General Manager/Chief of Police position for many 
years. This led to poor staff oversight, conflicts of interest, cronyism, lawsuits, and abuse 
of power within the department. The combined position led to disastrous results in terms 
of managing the district’s daily administrative affairs and the KPD. Simply put, the resi-
dents took sides, those who preferred things as they were, and those who wanted reform.

District management improved over the past few years with the split of the GM/COP, 
hiring an experienced GM, a review of policing and district operations, the GM’s reorga-
nization of staff, and most recently the temporary hire of Chief Simpkins, a “turnaround 
specialist” in law enforcement management. Simpkins instituted changes and acknowl-
edged that KPD made “colossal” mistakes, but he believes the department is salvageable 
and would require a very experienced chief to build on and sustain the changes Simpkins 

made. He met with residents on both sides of the conflict and reports we are closer in 
more ways than apart. Both sides can agree that professional, well-managed, cost-effec-
tive police services is desirable.

In many ways KPPCSD is at a turning point—and unfortunately without the luxury of 
a growing economy as far as the eye can see. Triggered in part by the Coronavirus pan-
demic, we have significant known and now unknown liabilities, including the renovation 
of the public safety building. Add in competing demands for limited space by the fire 
department and KPD, and we have a capital expenditure that could go into the millions. 

CalPERS has been struggling to match returns on its investments with its payout obli-
gations for years. With the hit to the stock market, we can be sure that our obligations for 
retirees will increase.

Other known costs that will place demands on our town’s residents for years to come 
include hiring of a new GM. We got away on the cheap by hiring a retiree whose hours 
were capped by his state retirement plan and probably put in a lot more hours than he 
would acknowledge. Can we afford to let this critical position be downgraded with a 
part-time, less experienced GM?

For all his problem-solving and leadership skills, Simpkins was expensive—running 
$300,000-375,000 with his extension. How far will our dollars go on the open market? 
We know we can’t go back to hiring unqualified chiefs, but even market rates will be 
hard on our budget.

People also want composting, and we should have composting. But it will be a new 
charge to the family budget that along with increasing water rates and electricity charges 
to clean up the mess at PG&E will squeeze us even further. 

The question for residents becomes not what we’d like to have but what must we have 
to enjoy professional, well-managed, cost-effective police services? At the very least, it 
seems that partial contracting (property room, major crimes, internal affairs investiga-
tions, HR) may be the most fiscally viable option for the short term to free up space.

I stress short term because if problems resurface with the KPD, which unfortunately is 
characteristic of small departments nationwide, then full contracting should be revis-
ited. At that time, the district’s financial situation will need a hard look at the costs and 
benefits.

But for the present, partial contracting may be the more reasonable way forward in 
these uncertain times and get us all out of the OK Corral alive.

.

Simpkins met with residents
on both sides
and believes we are closer
in more ways
than apart.
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Brad Harms 
...from Page 1

Graduates continue to be celebrated: On June 4, neighbors at Kensington Court gathered to honor block 
grads Ford Whitefield-Brewer and Ari Libenson. During the festivities, KFD’s Engine 65 and the KPD 
drove by to applaud the graduates. Photos by Elisabeth Cornu. Pictured below: Ari Libenson, Berkeley 
High, UCLA, and right, Miles Turman, El Cerrito High, UC Berkeley.

Passings
Esther Oswalt, née Esther Mary Smith, passed away on April 26. Thinking it would be 

the best path to helping society, she majored in sociology at the University of Cincinnati 
and to Berkeley for a masters in economics. She met her husband Robert at the Interna-
tional House in Berkeley. She worked for the Heller Committee for Research in Economics 
and organized programs at the YWCA.

She was active in the Kensington PTA, including work with the carnival, and was a 
longtime member of the Unitarian Church and the AAUW. 

Amid racial strife in the summer of 1969, she organized KPEG, a day camp for the 
primarily white graduating sixth graders of Kensington Hilltop and the primarily black 
students of Pullman Elementary (now King) who would attend middle school together 
the following year. Near the bottom of Rifle Range Road in what is now Wildcat Canyon 
Park, the kids got to know each other in activities including music, nature walks, and 
native culture. Esther considered this her greatest achievement.

Once her younger child was a teenager, she felt she could return to her efforts to 
help the world and became a high school teacher for 14 years. Upon her retirement she 
became a docent at the UC Botanical Gardens.

She was a pioneer of Kensington's unique neighborhood on Purdue Avenue and helped 
finish the house. Up until the end of her time there in 2008, she slept on a back porch to 
be close to the owls and all of nature. She spent her final years at Piedmont Gardens in 
Oakland.

She is survived by sons John of Sebastopol and Edward of Kensington, and grand-
daughter Ariel. Her husband Robert predeceased her in 2007.

his earlier countywide duties coordinating the Avoid the 25 program, referencing the 
county’s 25 police departments. “It was a don’t drink and drive program. We set up DUI 
checkpoints, performed saturation patrols on holidays, Christmas week, Memorial Day. 
And we coordinated with other officers from different jurisdictions.”

	Suffice to say that Brad Harms has had almost thirty years experience focusing on traf-
fic. So what has he noticed about Kensington since he started February 5? 

“Drivers are predictably noncompliant during commute hours,” Harms reported during 
a phone interview April 8. “People drive too fast. They come on the Arlington to bypass 
commute traffic. They come up the hill to Fish Ranch Road and come down on the other 
side. They cut through our fine city.”

He has noticed that drivers tend to accelerate quickly on straight-aways because they 
know they have to slow down for the next segment of road. “I’ve also seen a slight uptick 
in road rage,” he said. “It’s because the roads are narrow. People have to share the road. 
If one person is in a rush and doesn’t pull over to extend normal courtesy to the oncom-
ing driver, there are verbal altercations.”

Parking is also at a premium. “When someone calls to complain about a parked car, 
you simply move the issue down the road. By fixing the first complaint, you generate 
another complaint from someone else. We need to be tolerant and understanding. There 
is no clear-cut solution for some neighborhoods.”

	Harms exhibits all the tolerance that he wishes for in others. He has a protocol for 
speeders, stopping the driver and giving him two choices: “Option A: we give you a 
citation that will cost you a couple hundred dollars. Option B: we give you a written 
admonishment. Guess what they choose.”

But that choice has teeth. “A warning ticket is not a real citation, but it is a ticket that is 
entered into a database. If you’re stopped again, the tolerance is greatly diminished. The 
point is to identify repeat offenders.”

Harms says the virus has added to the challenge of stopping people. “I hand them the 
citation to sign and they don’t want to take the pen,” Harms said. “Some agencies are 
buying boxes of cheap pens and let the driver take the pen from the box. The good news 
is that you get a free pen. The bad news is that it comes with a citation.”

Having such an experienced traffic safety officer is a boon in another way: Harms 
knows how to raise funds. He and Simpkins have talked about strategies for making 
Colusa Circle safer. Drivers on Colusa tend to think that they have the right of way and 
often horn in on drivers already in the roundabout. Harms is trying to put Kensington 
into a competitive position to get money to enhance the safety of the circle.

Harms said that controlling traffic depends upon the Three E’s. “Enforcement, which 
isn’t popular. Engineering, which is very expensive. And education. The chief and I 
are big into education. We’re not big on writing a lot of tickets. But again, the idea is to 
identify repeat offenders, those for whom education is not working.” Moral: drive as if 
your life depends upon it.
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GREENER BACKYARD

All our agents hold the Nat’l Assoc. of REALTORS®’ Green Designation. 
Questions about buying or selling your home? Give us a call!ZIPCODEEASTBAY.COM

a certified B Corporation & Green Business

between increasingly warmer temperatures and the ongoing shelter-in-place,

for many of us, our backyards and outdoor spaces are likely working overtime 

as playgrounds, classrooms and offices. If you’re considering a backyard  

update this summer, here are a few ways to do so while keeping your  

carbon footprint in mind:

celebrate summer with a

Calculate your carbon 

footprint by visiting 

The Nature 

Conservancy at 

nature.org, 

and learn more.

380 COLUSA AVE, KENSINGTON · 510.323.3669

Skip the stuff 
made from plastic. 
For sustainable 

alternatives, look for 
furnishings made with 
eco-friendly materials such 
as cedar, eucalyptus, teak 
or aluminum, which are 
durable and less taxing on 
the environment.  

sustainable
furniture

greener 
lighting

garden 
friendly

Butterflies, 
bees & birds are 
a vital part of 

our ecosystem. Create a
friendlier garden space by 
planting pollinator flora
such as lupines, milkweed
and sunflowers. Or, build
a birdhouse to attract 
feathered friends.

String lights, 
lanterns & ground 
stakes will make a 

backyard shine! LED or
solar lights brighten a space 
and also reduce energy use. 
LED lights are 80% more 
efficient, while solar lights 
are both easy to install and 
low-maintenance.

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 ·655 ·9267
www.aurora-painting.com

California 
Summer 

PORTRAITS
nanphelps.com

510•528•8845

398 COLUSA AVENUE 
KENSINGTON

And on Top of Everything Else…
It’s Fire Season!
By Kevin Padian and Larry Nagel
Kensington Fire Protection District Directors

As if you didn’t have enough to worry about! But we never know when disaster will 
strike. So try to take a few minutes to begin some preparations. Now is the time to check 
your supplies of batteries, flashlights, battery-powered radios, and bottled water and 
quick portable energy foods. Pull out your go-bag (or find a good canvas duffel) and 
stock it. Browse “go-bag essentials” for ideas and suppliers. And plan your evacuation 
routes and destinations!

	Keep your cell phones on and near you when you retire at night. An emergency warn-
ing will wake you. We all hate robo-calls at night, but newer phones can block numbers 
automatically. And make sure you’re signed up for our county warning system! Go to 
cws.cccounty.us and enter your phone number and the zip codes for which you’d like to 
receive alerts. You can also sign up for Nixle, an alert system that gives you other police 
and fire warnings, sorted by zip code (up to five). Go to local.nixle.com/register/ or text 
your zip code to 888777.

	Once you’re alerted, how do you keep in touch? Cell phones and laptops are great until 
the power goes out. Many cell towers have only a few hours of back-up battery (50-80 
percent of the service went out in some Bay Area counties during PG&E’s last planned 
shutoff). You need one or more portable power stations. These are not gas-powered 
generators; they’re electrical storage units that you charge by plugging them into the 
wall overnight (a charge usually lasts about six months). They have ports for USB, 
micro-USB; larger ones even have AC outlets. These can keep phones, laptops, lamps, 
modems, and even refrigerators going for an extended time. Plan on about 240 watt-
hours of power per person per week. Please order these NOW and charge them right 
away so that you’ll be prepared for an outage!

And we hate to sound like old fogies, but 
an old-fashioned battery-powered AM/
FM radio is a cheap, efficient, and reliable 
source of information. Some radios (like 
the Vondior VX-W going for about $25) 
also have a NOAA weather radio band that 
can alert you to dangers. Local frequen-
cies include 1610 AM (Berkeley emergency 
information only), KCBS (740 AM), KQED 
(88.5 FM), and KSOL (98.9 FM, Spanish). 
Some radios (like the Midland ER-210) 
can be set to wake you automatically with 
noise and light when a NOAA emergency 
is activated. Don’t forget the batteries! For 
questions and information, visit kensington-
fire.org or email fire@kensingtonfire.org. 
Stay safe!

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com
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MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY 
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN

Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs

Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions

CENTRALLY LOCATED IN 
THE EL CERRITO HILLS, 

OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES, 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES

101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of 

Fairmount Ave.
• EL CERRITO •

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111
Locally Owned & Operated

Every 
year 

counts.

Our students learn by doing.

 Apply for Fall 2020 
TK-8th Grade 

DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING
Deys: 610–4638 Evenings: 233–1848

JOHN DEY,
Owner

13 Years Experience

Excellent 
References

JohnCDey@Gmail.com

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

CAFÉ & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707

(510 ) 596 -9935

M–F: 7AM - 5PM WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE.

SEMIFREDDI’S
Masks    
...from Page 1

 
from everything. But just keeping your mouth covered is a good way to keep it from 
spreading around.”

	Benson makes hers with pleats and elastic. She explains that the pleats are necessary 
because the masks must be wide enough in the front to cover the nose and mouth but 
can’t be wide at the ears. “We’re using quilting material to make the masks,” she says. 
“We’ve got far more fabric than our lives will allow us to use. Once the mask-making 
took off, elastic has been the problem in the supply chain.” A couple members scored 
some large rolls, which eased that difficulty.

 “Some people use cute fabrics,” she says, “but our goal was to get things made. We’re 
into mask production, not fashion.” Benson alone has made over a hundred adult masks 
and seventy masks for kids.

But for now, she says, she has turned her attention to gowns. One person’s relative 
works as a nurse at Highland Hospital; the nurse asked if the group could make gowns. 
“She had a pattern, and there’s a store on Solano called Hello Stitch where people are 
cutting fabric to the patterns for gowns. The first ones I made went directly to the nurse, 
but some are now going to Children’s Hospital in Oakland.” Benson makes her own 
clothes, so sewing gowns is not a stretch.

	Quilters, says Benson, have a long history of making quilts for others. “It’s an easy 
extension to be sewing up these masks. It’s just something we can do.”

SIP Perfect for Sisyphus
	Not everyone is making masks—some are digging into other worthy tasks. Writes Jim 

Gasperini: “My project while sequestered at home: rid a small corner of Tilden Park of 
certain invasive weeds. An hour or so a day, armed with trowel, shovel, leather gloves, 
and ear buds playing NPR podcasts, I get a little outdoor exercise digging up young 
sprouts of French broom, two kinds of thistle, and bristly oxtongue.

“Last year a group of Plateau and Canon Drive neighbors hired crews to remove 
dangerous accumulations of brush, using grants from the Diablo Fire Safe Council. Our 
efforts, with the permission of the East Bay Regional Parks fire marshal, extended into a 
large Tilden meadow along the north side of Canon Drive. These plants are a lot easier to 
remove when newly sprouted in damp soil, so there I am.

“I suppose you could say that with this Sisyphean labor I'm just making room for other 
weeds, notably poison oak and blackberry. Those pose less fire danger, at least. Also 
poison oak is native, and I don't mind blackberry as long as it doesn't snake through my 
garden.”

Stay Safe. Stay Healthy.

Experience Counts: Fire District  
Hires Interim GM
By Linnea Due

After longtime fire district manager Brenda Navellier left Kensington last year, fire-
board directors took on a lot of work themselves and then hired consultants Regional 
Government Services for planning and administrative duties. Meanwhile, former Tracy 
mayor Brent Ives, who has worked with the California Special Districts Association, 
began looking for a general manager to take Navellier’s place. In May, interim general 
manager Mary Morris-Mayorga came on board.

Born and raised in Roseville, Morris-Mayorga majored in business at American River 
and Sacramento State, and then received a masters in business administration from 
Sac State. She said during a phone interview June 11 that she started out in the private 
sector at small engineering and service firms. Her first public agency was with Sacra-
mento County’s Department of Airports. “I jumped out of the private sector,” she said, 
“because I wanted to do my part in eliminating the stigma that government and public 
sector is not as good as private.”

She was soon promoted to an air quality management district. “They wanted to form 
their own special district,” Morris-Mayorga said. “It’s really like forming a new agency, 
looking at service providers, setting up protocols. That experience helped me with 
coming here.”

“Then I got a promotion into a larger agency, Vallejo Flood and Water district.” There 
she tackled HR challenges: “I had a department with a lot of employees who had been 
there a long time. We had to upgrade their skills and effect a lot of culture change.” After 
working 35 years, she retired in 2019 and did some consulting before Ives gave her a call.

Morris-Mayorga expects her greatest challenge will be dealing with the intricacies of 
the Public Safety Building renovation. “Bill Lindsay [police district interim GM] and 
I have had a couple of conversations. We both have similar ideas for working with our 
separate districts. I want to collect all the relevant information that our board needs. 
That’s my plan and his plan as well. We need to get all the information in front of them 
so they can make good, thoughtful decisions.”

Morris-Mayorga is happy to be on the job—which, unlike CalPERS retirees, is not lim-
ited by the number of hours she can work per year. After only a month, she put together 
a complicated budget accompanied by a narrative to make the budget comprehensible to 
the community. She plans to hire an intern and a part-time financial assistant. “There are 
different types of policies I want to update; I want to meet the board’s expectations. My 
goal is to get that done while they [the directors] go through the process of recruiting a 
permanent GM. My stay depends upon how long that takes.”

Morris-Mayorga relies on her passion for tackling difficulties. “My experience is to 
come into organizations that could use some help. That’s what I live on. I think those 
things that are challenging end up being the most rewarding.”



 K E N S I N G T O N  O U T L O O K     	                                                      Page 8JULY 2020

 

CLASSIFIED ADS Monthly Rates $7.00 per 
line ($14.00 minimum). There are 45 spaces per 
line. Count each letter, punctuation mark, and 
space between words. Classified ad form avail-
able online at: kensingtonoutlook.com or email:  
advertising@kensingtonoutlook.com. Completed 
classified ads must be prepaid (payable to KCC) 
and received by the 10th of the month preceding 
publication. Mail to: Kensington Outlook PO Box 
2212 El Cerrito, CA 94530

A C K L E Y  P R O F E S S I O N A L  PA I N T -
ING SERVICES 40 years experience makes 
a difference! We strive for clear communi-
cation and follow-through. Free estimates. 
License#528381. 510 -232-8896, cel l :  510 -
2 2 0 - 4 0 21  l a r r y a c k l e y1953@ y a h o o .c o m 

AU ROR A PA I NTI NG & DECOR ATI NG. 
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood resto-
ration, color consultation. License #721226. Kens-
ington references. 510-655-9267 for free estimate. 
 
BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top 
quality, int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting f inish, 
Sr. discount, fully ins., Lic. 639300, free 
est., see display ad inside. 510-232-3340 

COLLECTIONS OF U.S. & WORLD-
WIDE STAMPS & STAMP COLLECTIONS 
WANTED. Revenues & Locals. New & used. 
Smaller & larger quantities. Please contact to 
arrange a meeting and/or viewing. Call 510-
529-9033 or e-mail: donaldsellis@yahoo.com  

DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR - Kens-
ington area resident with 40+ yrs experience in 
residential remodeling/renovation, specializing 
in handicap accessibility. New kitchen? Add a 
second bathroom? ADU/Tiny house? Lots of local 
references. Learn more at: Yelp or www.bay-
woodbuilding.com - Call Robert at 510-798-5808 

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit .   
Sensible, lasting workmanship by 3rd gen-
erat ion f ine furni ture  maker,  Huttonio 
Brooks. 510-526-4749. www.huttonio.com  
 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, CLEANUPS 
& DESIGN – Experienced team of 2 dedicated 
to the art of gardening. Garden restoration, tree 
pruning/ trimming, garden designs and veggie bed 
installation at affordable rates. Call Chris at 510-
655-0157 or email: yourgreengardeners@gmail.
com - Check us out at: yourgreengardeners.com 
 
H A N DY M A N BRUCE , Smal l  jobs  a nd 
r e p a i r s ,  f e n c e s ,  d e ck s ,  p a i n t i n g ,  a n d 
a rou nd t he House repa i r s .  A lso replace 
locks and locksmith repai r.  510 -528-3419 
 
H E L P I N G  H A N D S  -  C u s t o m i z e d  c o n -
c ie rge  se r v ice s:  hou sehold  help,  o rga-
n i z a t io n ,  s h o p p i n g ,  we l l n e s s ,  a p p t s , 
t e ch  he lp.  Ke n s i ng t on  r e s ide n t ,  lo ca l 
r e f e r e n c e s .  5 1 0 - 7 3 5 - 6 9 6 5 .  P e g g y 
 
K ENSINGTON CONTR ACTOR –  K itch-
ens & baths, exper t home repai rs, paint ing,  
w a t e r p r o o f i n g .  R e l i a b l e .  L i c # 6 0 6 63 4 
Thomas Cunif f Const r uct ion 415-378-2007  
 
P ET E R t he PA I N T E R– Su m mer Specia l! 
G e t  a  f r e e  e s t i m a t e  f r om a  Ke n s i ng t o n 
f avo r i t e .  I n t / Ex t  L ic .  I n s .  510  575 -3913 

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Quality  
Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps  
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. Learn 
more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Contact: 
nan@nanphelps.com or phone 510-528-8845 

SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor 
since 1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall,  
interior or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626.
Sen ior d iscount .  Jim Al len 510 -526 - 4399      
. 
W I N D O W  C L E A N I N G  –  3 0  y e a r s  i n  
t h e  b i z .  H o m e s  o r  c o m m e r c i a l .  F r e e  
e s t i m a t e .   R e f e r e n c e s   a v a i l -
a b l e .  C a l l  C a t h e  a t  5 1 0 - 5 2 4 - 9 1 8 5 
o r   e m a i l : c a t h e d @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t 
  

Classified  
Ads

YOU ARE NOT ALONE!
Connect with us throughout the week.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
Online Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

followed by a virtual Coffee Hour.

Check our website for details and
more ways to connect:

www.uucb.org
— Supporting beloved community —

The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE

MAY POLICE LOG
2 PERSON SEEKING ADVICE FROM PD, Colusa Ave. RP has questions regarding the resp who appears to be 
violating restraining order. He has been heard going up to the RP's floor during the night. RP would like to know if 
KPD could do anything to help prevent this from occurring (extra patrols or a PD veh parked ifo around 0400hrs).                                               
3 BURGLARY, Stratford Rd. Auto, occurred last night. Driver side keyhole damaged to make entry. Nothing of 
value taken.
MISSING PERSON, Grizzly Peak. Walked away from residence within the last 2 hrs at risk due to Alzheimer’s 
disease 72yro female 501 medium build long blk hair l/s wearing a gry sweater wht pants green tennis shoes 
usually carries a blk bag or purse which is not at the house no phone, does not drive, used to walk school trail w/
husband. Located walking in El Cerrito by a good Samaritan after search was conducted by county and local PDs.
RECOVERED STOLEN VEHICLE, Lessen Ct. Three BMAs or HMAs 20s, smaller 2D silver Chev. going up the hill 
across from abandoned house for over an hour w/flashlights. Three males arrested for probation violations, pos-
session of stolen vehicle and No Bail Warrant out of Alameda.
4 ENTER & OCCUPY PROPERTY W/OUT CONSENT OF OWNER, Colusa Ave. Interrupted. Woke up and saw some-
one inside his res. BMA , 30s,  510, long jacket, backpack, mostly dark clothing. Did not see what direction he 
left in. Unknown how sus made entry. No items appear to be taken. Unable to Locate.
SUSPICIOUS PERSON/S, Berkeley Park Blvd. Occurred early this morning, approx 0500 hrs. Male subject came 
onto RP's property and appeared to be prowling. Ring doorbell footage available.
VEHICLE THEFT, Lexington Rd. Poss occurred between yesterday evening and today. No broken glass in area. 
Veh was locked. 
CASE/INCIDENT FOLLOW-UP, Lexington Rd. Car stolen 0655 this morning, neighbor has video.
7 IDENTITY THEFT, Ardmore Rd. RP found a Craigslist listing of a rental property in Emeryville. RP already gave 
personal information but no financial information yet says that the “scammer” is now requesting for him to send 
him a $1200.00 check.
8 DISTURBANCE OF PEACE, Dewey Rd. Neighbor yelling at construction workers and chasing them off obstruct-
ing construction to repair a pool. RP says that they have county permits to do the work.
BURGLARY, Grizzly Peak. Residence broken into again, RP hasn't been there for the past 2 weeks, gained entry 
into garage.
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE, Sunset Dr. WMA 60s, gray hair, shoulder length, beard, walking in circles, asked 
RP’s 12-year-old son to “come here.” When he didn’t, the subject lunged at RP’s son, a runner in area intervened. 
Unable to locate. Next day possible subject located.
9 SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE, Colusa Ave. RP reporting finding her neighbor’s (whom she has a restraining 
order against) motorcycle helmet by their front door. Subject not seen going onto their property.
PETTY THEFT, Highgate Rd. Unlocked veh, rummaged through, insurance papers, registration taken and tools 
value up to $300. 
10 WILLFUL DISOBEDIENCE OF COURT ORDER, Colusa Ave. Downstairs neighbor is restrained against RP, she 
has camera footage of him on her back stairs.
PERSON SEEKING ADVICE FROM PD, Colusa Ave. Subject came onto RP's property. Has a restraining order. KPD 
was dispatched but did not arrest the resp. RP asking why arrest didn't occur.
DISTURBANCE OF PEACE, Colgate Ave. Friend taking care of RP’s stepfather, friend's father tall WMA 70 yro is 
also there yelling and behaving erratically inside and outside the house. Parties advised.
11 VEHICLE TAMPERING, Anson Way. Catalytic converter theft.
17 GRAND THEFT, Arlington Ave. Catalytic converter taken between 11am-3pm yesterday or sometime last night, 
misc tools left behind.
18 VEHICLE TAMPERING, Arlington Ct. Attempt catalytic converter theft interrupted RP has photo of responsible 
l/s e/b onto Arlington 3 mins prior unk description faced covered w/handkerchief. Subjects identified and case 
is under investigation.
CASE/INCIDENT FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITY, Highland Blvd. Female trespasser leaving things on property, looking 
into and kissing windows left package today with message about poisoning hearts or similar.
23 SUSPICIOUS PERSON/S, Grizzly Peak Blvd. Person unk descript seen from upstairs window, walking down the 
street walked across their front yard with a flashlight, departed in an unk descript n/b.
26 IDENTITY THEFT, Arlington Ave. Someone was able to contact RP’s bank and request a replacement credit 
card be sent overnight via UPS to the subjects res.
28 911 CALL, Colusa Ave. CHP transfer...RP has a restraining order against former downstairs neighbor, he is 
restrained from RP. has only heard someone downstairs. Subject was not in the area.
29 DISTURBANCE OF PEACE, Coventry Rd. Neighbor hosting a gathering and being loud, it’s a weekly occur-
rence, they are in the back yard with food a lot of kids, RP cannot see if they are wearing masks or social distanc-
ing, due to the pandemic it is making RP anxious. Advised RP we could tell neighbors about noise complaint and 
remind them of social distancing but not much we can do if they are on their own property.
30 BURGLARY/OUTSIDE ASSIST, Eastshore, Albany. At 2145 hours, a commercial burglary was discovered at 
the Target store. A suspicious vehicle in the area was stopped, and the occupants were detained but ultimately 
released. Investigation ongoing. KPD officer assisted and secured Target until other officers arrived.

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED ALTERNATIVE 
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS.

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  TRASH REMOVAL
OVERGROWN VEGETATION CLEARING  •  QUALITY WORK

(510) 367-5695 
WWW.TRASHPATROL.COM

or dial 510
�

HAULING
4 2 8 - 5 4 6 4

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

• A delivery service for 
community residents.

• Sponsored by community-based 
businesses.

• Customized same-day 
deliveries to your doorstop.

• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

BRIDGE
PAINTING

Careful Preparation 
for a Lasting Finish!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Interior • Exterior

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340
Insured PL & PD • State Lic. #639300

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427

D . A . F L O W E R S  
& C O M PA N Y,  L L C

Comprehensive 
Personal Financial Planning 

& 
Investment Management

fee-only 
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®

Kensington Resident
(510) 868-2648

2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

www.daflowersandcompany.com

Kensington residents who live on Arlington Ave. showed support for Black Lives Matter by standing on 
their driveways on June 7. Pictured here is the Gawlikowski family. Photo by Sacha Kawaichi.

RIP Medical Debt
By Linnea Due

What better deed than to reduce or eliminate someone’s debt? So many people become 
homeless or declare bankruptcy because of medical expenses that they cannot possibly 
pay.

In late February, a group of East Bay UCC churches, spearheaded by our own Arling-
ton Community Church, began to fundraise to pay off medical debt of people in Alam-
eda and Contra Costa counties. Nine area churches contributed, in an effort made far 
more difficult by the pandemic, managing to raise $44,000, thus erasing $2.6 million in 
medical debt for residents of Contra Costa County and slightly less in Alameda County.

Reverend Nate Klug, minister of ACC, said that non-ACC members contributed as well 
as congregants, and that the amount was sufficient “to retire all the medical debt cur-
rently available for purchase in Alameda and Contra Costa counties.”

Added Rev. Molly Baskette of the First Church Berkeley, “While we know that current 
economic conditions and public health emergency will soon create more medical debt, 
we are glad to be able to give so many neighbors a clean slate right now.”


