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Two tax measures pass as open space faces vote

Contra Costa County property owners
vote this month on a $175 million bond
measure to protect open space, improve
trails and creeks and preserve wildlife
habitat.

“This county has shown it values open
space and parks consistently,” said supervi-
sor John Gioia, who has been a driving force
behind the measure. “We're optimistic. It's a
historic measure. It is the largest open space
funding in the county's history.”  

The vote comes on the heels of the suc-
cess of two West Contra Costa County par-
cel tax measures passed in June. 

Family fugue

see page 4

Moving up

Fire Dept. issues orders to 27 homes to clear fire hazards
The Kensington Fire Department issued

notices to 27 Kensington property owners
warning them that if they don't address fire
hazards on their property from vegetation
growth they will be declared public nui-
sances and subject to costly abatements.

The California Department of Forestry
and the Kensington Fire Protection District
have declared Kensington a Very High Fire
Hazard Severity zone. Under state law,
property owners within this zone must take
special precautions with their property,
including vegetation management, to
reduce the risk of fire.

Beginning in May, the fire department

Kneeling:  Wiley Rodgers, Marin Academy, Colorado College;  Josh Blonz,
Marin Academy, Pomona College; Brian Zimmerman, El Cerrito High School,
UC Santa Cruz; Harris Cohn, Berkeley High School, UC Berkeley.

Middle Row:  Rebecca Parsa, El Cerrito High School, San Diego State
University; Brittany Sims, El Cerrito High School, Northridge State University;
Corynn Brodsky, El Cerrito High School, Brown University;  Aditi Shastri,
College Prepatory School, UC Berkeley; Emily Springhart, Occidental College;
Jay Teng, El Cerrito High School, Harvard;  Vanessa Pratt, El Cerrito High
School, Harvard;  Andi Dommer, Berkeley High School, Cal Poly-San Luis
Obispo; Leah Hellerstein, Berkeley High School, Mount Holyoke College;
Susan Crook, El Cerrito High School,  UC Berkeley;  Kelsy Neddersen, El
Cerrito High School, Academy of Art-SF.

On Stairs:  Bizzy Hemphill, El Cerrito High School, Swarthmore College;
Catherine Charpentier, St. Ignatius, Holy Cross (Mass);  Eli Botchin,  Cole
Watanabe, El Cerrito High School; Niklas Altenberg, Berkeley High School,
UC Santa Cruz; Chris Rothacher, El Cerrito High School; DVC,  Ryan Gillette,
College Prepatory School, Middlebury College;   Tyler Block, St. Mary's High
School, UC Berkeley; Doug Weil, El Cerrito High School, University of Oregon;
Daniel Gruen, El Cerrito High School, UC Santa Barbara

Not pictured:  Catherine Ramsey; El Cerrito High School, UC Santa
Barbara;  Anna-Nora Bernstein, Berkeley High School, New York University;
David Bordow, Bishop O'Dowd High School, UC Los Angeles.   

measure would impose on the owner.
Of the total raised by the measure, $130

million would be used to acquire parks,
creeks, watersheds, trails and shorelines,
as well as be used for the perseveration of
wildlife habitat and the use of local parks
and recreation.

The balance of the funds would provide
maintenance to existing parks and open
space.

The funds would likely be used to pre-
serve the Richmond shoreline, expand the
Bay Trail and expand Mt. Diablo State
Park among other projects.

Single-family homeowners will pay
between $20 and $30 a year on the 30-
year bond. The measure needs a simple
majority to pass. Ballots must be returned
by July 27.

Measure B, a parcel tax that will pro-
vide about $8 million in annual funding to
the West Contra Costa Unified School
District, passed with more than 70 percent
of voters approving the measure.

Measure D, a parcel tax that provides
about $6 million in funding to Doctors
Medical Center to ensure it remains open,
passed with more than 84 percent
approval.

Like the two parcel tax measures just
passed, the open space bond measure will
be voted on by mail, but the election will
differ significantly.

The open space measure is a county-
wide vote, but only property owners will
get to vote on the measure. There will be
one vote per parcel with those votes
weighted in proportion to the cost the

The Kensington Symphony Orchestra
completed its current season with a
Kensington family affair as violin soloist
Robin Hansen (center) played with broth-
er Lawrence on trumpet (left) and brother
Eric Hansen (right) serving as guest con-
ductor.  

began touring all of the properties in
Kensington to make sure property owners
are in compliance of standards for vegeta-
tion management. 

The department identifies fires haz-
ards from grasses, weeds, refuse, brush
and other vegetation that's dried out and
become highly flammable.  If it finds the
properties do not comply with the stan-
dards established by the department, it
orders property owners to correct the
dangers.

Among those standards are require-
ments to maintain firebreaks within 30 feet
of any occupied dwelling, creation of fuel

Voters o.k. parcel taxes to support
schools and hospital as property
owners weigh $175 million bond
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Kensington students may disperse during their high school
years, but graduating seniors continue to come together for a
traditional graduation photograph.

Below is a list of this year’s graduates, the high school they
attended and where they will be going comes the fall. Michelle
Hellerstein coordinated the photo and compiled the list below. 

breaks from 30 feet to 100 feet surround-
ing a structure and the establishment of
firebreaks on vacant lots 30 feet wide
along the property line and 100 feet from
neighboring structures.

Dave Gibson, fire marshal for the
Kensington Fire Department, said that
since the program’s inception there has
been 100 percent compliance with notices
and the department has never had to per-
form abatement because of a lack of com-
pliance from a property owner.  However,
the fire department is currently in the
process of performing abatement on a

see “Fire” page 3

June 8 Special Election Results 

Measure B - Schools
Vote Count       Percent 
Yes  32,829      70.8 
No   13,568      29.2 

Measure D - Healthcare
Vote Count       Percent 
Yes  40,874      84.1 
No  7,718        15.9 

Source: Contra Costa County Elections Dept.
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To the Editor:

The Friends of the Kensington Library  pro-
motes the quality of library services at the
Kensington Public Library, and raises public
awareness of its benefits and contributions to
our community.

We depend on our local publication, the
Kensington Outlook, as a venue for com-
municating in a respectful manner the activ-
ities, accomplishments, and concerns of the
hard-working volunteer members of FKL
and Kensington Library Staff.

Recently, FKL has sponsored several
events meant to benefit family members of
all ages, sponsored the Book Sale, and
made several valuable contributions to the
library including library materials, sub-
scriptions, and supplies for the summer
reading program.  However, instead of an
article or photograph highlighting the posi-
tive details of any of these events, the June
issue contained an embarrassing photo-
graph and caption depicting a childish van-
dalism prank, which did not deserve valu-
able space in the newspaper.(“Behind the
Green Door Lies Kensington” June 2004).
The FKL strives to represent our communi-
ty in an uplifting manner, and expects the
Kensington Outlook to do the same.

Sincerely,
Debbie Hamati
President

Nancy Okasaki
Vice President
Friends of the Kensington Library

Childish prank no laughing matter

To the editor:

I woke up this morning to the all too
familiar sound of chain saws. Just another
mature old tree to fall in the continuing
clear cutting of Kensington. 

As if I needed to be reminded of the day
two years ago when one of the most beauti-
ful trees in the neighborhood got the ax.
Everyone was shocked. Who did it benefit?
One homeowner. They got an improved
view (to which, under law, they were not
entitled) and we got a demonstrative reduc-
tion in our quality of life. On paper, I'm sure
their property values went up. (Oh smug,
smug, smug). 

Letters to the Editor

People who cut trees for views miss the forest from the trees
And the critters who call these old trees

home? Well they can just hit the road. 
Why do people want to live in an old

established neighborhood if not partly
because of the nice big trees? It kind of
gives the place the feeling that its been
around for awhile and wasn't thrown up
five minutes ago. 

Anybody up for taking a vacation to one
of the numerous clear cuts up north? We'll
scramble over the stumps and slash and
hey, the views go on as far as the eye can
see. What no takers? I didn't think so.

Jim Blakeley
Kensington
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property on Yale Ave. after ongoing discus-
sion with the property owner failed to pro-
duce the results the department sought. 

When a fire hazard is identified, the
department sends a notice to the property
owner and provides the date of a hearing
before the Kensington Fire Protection
District Board.  If the problem is not cor-
rected prior to the hearing, the board can
declare the property a “public nuisance”
and order the fire department to proceed
with abatement measures. 

“Our goal is to get the hazard cleared,”
said Gibson. “We always want to do the
abatement as a last resort. We prefer to
work with the property owner.”

The cost of any abatement, including
administrative and legal fees, is billed to the
property owner. Gibson said abatements
can be costly depending on the extent of
them, but estimates at minimum they would
cost $5,000.

The fire department will conduct a sec-
ond round of property inspections through-
out Kensington in early July.  Hearings for
anyone who has received notices will be
held August 11. 

ual homeowners is not yet known,
Garfield said it is expected to reduce
homeowner’s individual annual tab by
between $11 and  $15. 

The district issued the bonds to fund
the purchase of property from the West
Contra Costa County Unified School
District to expand Kensington Park.
Those bonds carried an interest rate of
5.3 percent and 5.8 percent.

The new bonds, which will not extend
the term of the debt, carries an interest
rate of 4.25 percent and matures in 2020.

The Kensington Police Protection and
Community Service District took advan-
tage of low interest rates to refinance its
outstanding bonds, a move expected to
save more than $350,000 over the term of
the debt.

“It's going to save a tremendous
amount of money over the life of the
bonds, which benefits all of the home-
owners in a reduction of the liens,” said
Barry Garfield, general manager of the
district.  

Though the precise savings to individ-

Fire: clear dangers or pay
the price of abatement 

School district sets new
hours, buses for Hilltop

During the construction relocation of the
Kensington Hilltop Elementary School at
the Portola campus, the school will alter its
hours to minimize traffic congestion on
Moeser Ave.

School start and finish times will be:
Morning K: 8:05a.m. -11:25 a.m. 
Afternoon K: 11:35 a.m. - 2:55 p.m.
Grades 1-6: 8:05 a.m. - 2:17 p.m.
(end time for grades 1-6 Weds. is 1:38 p.m.) 
The district will provide bus service to

and from the Portola campus. The bus will
pick up students Monday through Friday at
7:45 a.m. at the Kensington Community
Center parking lot. The bus will depart the
Portola campus at 2:45 except Wednesdays,
when it will depart at 1:55 p.m.

Karen Shebek is acting as the carpooling
coordinator. She can be reached at hilltop-
carpool@aol.com or (510) 525-1539.
Additional carpooling information will be
available at www.kensingtonschool.com.

The school will hold an orientation for
the new campus Saturday, Aug. 21, from
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Kensington
Portola campus. Check the www.kensing-
tonschool.org and www.wccusd.k12.ca.us
websites for updates.

KPPCSD Debt Service Savings from Reassessment and Refunding
Old bonds      New bonds    Savings  

Amount $1,975,000      $1,868,600     $106,400     
Interest Rate 5.30%-5.80%   4.25%            1.05%-1.55% 
Ave. Annual Debt Service     $191,729         $163,105        $28.624       
Total Debt Service                $2,870,469      $2,515,933      $354,536        
Est. Annual Taxpayer Savings $11 - $15
Source: Kensington Police Protection and Community Service District

continued from page 1

The Kensington Outlook 
is available online

www.kensingtonoutlook.com

hosted by aboutkensington.com
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Neighborhood Notes

The Kensington Education Foundation is
using the occasion of the reconstruction and
expansion of Hilltop Elementary
school to raise money to sup-
port programs one brick at a
time. 

The foundation is sell-
ing bricks to allow people
to honor children, family
members, recognize teachers
or immortalize themselves.

There are only 350 bricks available for

All in all, it’s not just another brick in the wall
the special wall where they will
be.  Orders will be accepted on
a first come, first served basis.  

Each brick will be inscribed
with a maximum of three lines

with each line containing
a maximum of 20 charac-

ters or spaces. The cost of the
brick is $100. All text is subject to

approval.
For information on ordering a brick con-

tact Nora Hirose at (510) 215-1942

Business blooming for
Kensington Flower and Gift

The Kensington Flower and Gift Shop, a
fixture on Arlington Ave. since 1978, will relo-
cate to Colusa Ave. as part of an expansion.

Denise Felts, who purchased the store in
2000, plans to open July 6 in the space pre-
viously occupied by Boadecia's Books.

The 1,000 square-foot store more than
triples the shop’s space and follows the
acquisition of the customer list earlier this
year of Berkeley-based University Flower
Shop.  

"We are going to be able to carry a lot more
different flowers and plants and expand our
gift and greeting card line," said Felts.

To help with the growing business, Felt s
recruited her sister Janice Clark from Clear
Lake to serve as manager and designer. 

Though Felts will be gone from Arlington
Ave. she promised that she will continue to
offer treats to all neighborhood dogs. 

Roberta Schlatter, a Kensington resident
who taught at Kensington
Hilltop Elementary from
1959 to 1979, celebrated
her 90th birthday last
month and will celebrate
her 63 wedding anniver-
sary July 12 with her hus-
band Maury.

After retirement the
couple traveled extensively around the world.
Many trips were in conjunction with Maury's
scuba diving groups.

The couple has seven grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Kensington's premiere musical family
was featured in June at the final perform-
ance of the 26th season of the Kensington
Symphony Orchestra season.

Robin Hansen, a violinist in the San
Francisco Ballet, received three standing
ovations as the featured soloist.  

She played under the baton of her brother
Eric, music director of the Prometheus
Symphony and instructor at the University of
California at Berkeley, who served as guest
conductor. Brother Lawrence also joined
playing violin during Dvorak's Symphony
Nol. 8 and trumpet during Aaron Copland's
Ceremonial Fanfare for brass and tympani.

The family that plays together at the symphony

The new, five concert season of the
Symphony begins Oct. 23.  The symphony
is expected to name a new permanent con-
ductor at that time.

Lawrence, Robin and Eric Hansen

Improvement club shows
garbage can look good

Kensington has some of the East Bay’s
finest looking garbage thanks to the
Kensington Improvement Club.

The organization just completed a proj-
ect to replace five of
the village bulky,
concrete garbage
cans with new cans
purchased with
donations from
members. 

Three of the new
cans can be found
on Arlington Avenue
and the other two on
the Colusa Circle. 

“The ones we had were ugly,” said
Lorraine Osmundson, a member of the
group. “They were concrete and the metal
tops were rusty.”  

Schlatter turns 90 and cele-
brates 63rd anniversary

Roberta Schlatter

Students achievement honored
MetroPCS Community Scholars Program

awarded Vanessa Pratt, a graduating senior at
El Cerrito High School, a $1,000 scholarship.
The scholarship is awarded to top students for
their volunteer work.

John Hopkins University Center for
Talented Youth honored Christian Pedersen of
Albany Middle School and Patrick
Schlesinger of Kensington Hilltop in its
national academic talent search. The Center
identifies the nation’s top students in grade
two through eight and provides special pro-
grams for them.

The Ivy League named Dartmouth College
senior John Hertzer, a member of the
Dartmouth lightweight rowing squad, to All-
Ivy Acadmic honors.

The new cans

Parents organize effort to Save music in schools

Hilltop band students

A group of West Contra Costa Unified
School District parents and teachers have
joined together to form a committee to save
music in the elementary schools. 

The district needs $500,000 to fund music
programs. While donations poured in to save
sports programs for the financially troubled
district, the district only received $15,000 in
donations for elementary music program.

Donations can be made to Mechanics
Bank Music Account #039646564. This is a
tax-deductible contribution - tax I.D,
#680000495.



Kensington, Monday through Friday
10:00AM to 4:00PM.  Emergency card,
registration and
waiver forms
must be ten-
dered prior
to the
beginning
of the
session.
For further
information
or to request
an applica-
tion, please call
the KCC office at
(510) 525-0292.
Instructor: Alex Brown 
510-524-5495
Weekdays: 1-3 p.m.
$80.00 /session (Kensington resident)
$88.00 /session (non-resident)
TENNIS COURTS

Located in the Berkeley hills at 59 Arlington Ave. in Kensington, the Kensington Community Council
(KCC) Summer Day Camp is for children entering first through sixth grades in the Fall 2004. The
camp runs from June 14, 2004 through August 20, 2004, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Campers enroll on a weekly basis.  To ensure the best experience for each child, our camp has a maxi-
mum of 60 children per week. We employ one director, eight counselors, and a “specialty consultant”
each week to work with the campers.  Drop-ins are not permitted.  
Day Camp Staff Returns
Director Jessica Smith is returning for this year's camp along with head counselor Joe
Starkey, Andrew Erdmann, Valeria Fike-Rosales, Teddy Firestone and Ryan Del La Rosa.
COST
The cost for the Kensington Summer Day Camp is $170.00 per week. This fee covers
all transportation costs, snacks, entrance fees, activities and a KCC Summer
Camp T-shirt for field trips. A limited number of partial scholarships will be
available. All fees must be paid by the stated due date and before the week begins.
Children whose parents or guardians have not paid fees in full may not attend until
fees have been paid to the KCC administrator.  Registration, emergency cards and
release forms must be tendered prior to the start of the week.  A nonrefundable deposit
of $25 per child per week requested is required with the application. The $25 deposit
is deducted from the balance due of camp.  If a week is full and space is not available,
applicants will be notified immediately. We cannot refund fees if a child drops out after a
week begins.  

Brochures available
For further information or a brochure, please call KCC office at (510) 525-0292. 

Instructor: 
Stan Cohen
Wednesdays, 9:45a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
$32/month per resident
$36/month per non-resident
COMMUNITY CENTER

PORTRAIT AND STILL
LIFE
OIL PAINTING CLASS
Beginning and advanced
students will paint from live
models. For more informa-
tion or to sign up call
Barbara Ward (510) 528-
2983. Works by Ward
include portraiture, land-
scape and still life.  Ward
also offers private classes in
oil painting.
Instructor: 
Barbara Ward
Portrait
Thursdays, 7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Still life: 
Fridays, 10 a.m. - 1p.m.
Ongoing -- 8 weeks
$200 for residents
$220 for non-resident
BUILDING E

Exercise to Music 
Non-impact aerobics; ongoing.
Instructor: Michele Dorntge
Monday, Tuesday, Friday: 9-10 a.m.
Fees per resident (10 weeks):
$40/1 x week, $80/2 x week
$120/3 x week, $4.50 drop-in
Non-residents add 10 percent
COMMUNITY CENTER

Dog Obedience Training 
Lewis Cuccia will be taking a sabbatical
from teaching Dog Obedience.  He hopes
to return to KCC in January 2005.  Call the
KCC office for details.

TENNIS
Alex Brown, USPTA
tennis pro, offers class-
es to a minimum of
four students.
To register 
Call Alex Brown at
(510) 524-5495.
Tuesdays and
Thursdays,
9am-10am
5 class-
es/$40 per
resident
5 class-
es/$45 per
non-resident
TENNIS COURTS (WEST COURT)

ACRYLIC PAINTING
Stan Cohen leads this informal but pro-
fessional workshop for established and
serious beginning artists.  Mornings are
devoted to developing painting with
assistance available.  Afternoons are
reserved for class critique.  Enrollment
is limited. Instructor approval required.
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KCC
Kensington Community Council

Helen Horowitz, Administrator
Kensington Community Council
Building E, 59 Arlington Ave.
Kensington, CA 94707-1037
525-0292

OFFICE HOURS 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Mon.- Fri.

NOTICES
To Register for Class
Call the office unless otherwise speci-
fied. Some classes have enrollment lim-
its. Those registering will be notified if
they cannot be enrolled.

Tennis Court Reservations
Reservations are taken for weekends
and holidays only. The earliest reserva-
tion is for 9 a.m. Fees are $2 per hour
for Kensington residents, $5 for others.

Community Center
Call Helen Horowitz for rental and reser-
vation information.

Kensington CommunitKensington Communit y Educationy Education

Kensington After School Enrichment Program
Building E, 59 Arlington Ave.
Kensington, CA 94707-1037

Mark your calendars now.
Registration for the fall session will be held on September 7 at
the Kensington Community Center, 59 Arlington Avenue.

AdultAdult ClassesClasses

YYouth Classesouth Classes

COME JOIN US AT KCC SUMMER DAY CAMP!

FIELD TRIP SCHEDULE 
June 16 The Jungle
June 23 Jelly Belly Factory & 

Bowling
June 30 Exploratorium
July 7 Scandia
July 14 San Francisco Zoo
July 21 The Jungle
July 28 A's Baseball Game
August 4 Waterworld
August 11 A's Baseball Game
August 18 Academy of Sciences

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE*
Carpentry with Sandy Thacker
Week 1 June 14 - June 18

Carpentry with Sandy Thacker
Week 2 June 21 - June 25

3D Painting, Clay & Paper Mache Work
with Celeste Conner
Week 3 June 28 - July 2

3D Painting, Clay & Paper Mache Work
with Celeste Conner
Week 4 July 5 - July 9

Gymnastics with Judy Baker
Week 5 July 12 - July 16

Gymnastics with Judy Baker
Week 6      July 19 - July 23

Drama with Kelly Donahue 
Week 7      July 26 - July 30

Drama with Kelly Donahue 
Week 8     August 2 - August 6

Treasure Boxes, Jewel Books & 
Fimo Treasurers with Celeste Conner
Week 9 August 9 - August 13

Treasure Boxes, Jewel Books & 
Fimo Treasurers with Celeste Conner
Week 10   August 16 - August 20

Tennis with Alex Brown, three days a week.

REGISTRATION
Parents may register their children on a space
available basis during KCC office hours.

KASEP
Kensington After School Enrichment Program

SUMMER TENNIS CLINIC WITH 
ALEX BROWN

Students in Grades 1 - 6

Session 1:  June 21 - June 25
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Session 2: July 5 - July 9
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Session 3: July 12 - July 16
1 p.m.  - 3 p.m.
Session 4: July 26 - July 30
1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Session 5: August 16 - August 20 1:00
P.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Clinic includes stroke instruction, play, ball-
machine practice, refreshments and
prizes. For information about racquets,
please call, Alex Brown, (510) 524-5495.  
There will be a minimum of four students
in each session.
Registration is on a first come first served
basis in the KCC office, 59 Arlington Ave.,

SEPTEMBER

7
REGISTRATION



July/August 2004 Kensington Outlook Page 6

Kensington Calendar

Thursday, July 1 
The Kensington Library's Summer Reading
Program continues through Aug. 28. Read all
summer for prizes and special treats from the
Friends of the Kensington Library. Visit the
library for details.

Thursday, July 1
Poetry open mike featuring Sonoma
County poet laureate Terry Ehret from 7
p.m. in the Edith Stone Room at the Albany
Library, 1247 Marin Ave. Info: 526-3720.

Sunday, July 4
Summer Forum: Palestine and Israel 2004.
Karen and Craig Scott, UUCB members,
describe their visit to the Middle East last
January 9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist
Chuch of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road in
Kensington. Info: 525-0302.

Sunday, July 4
Fourth of July at the Berkeley Marina, noon-
9:30 p.m.  Free admission, alcohol-free event.
Two stages of bands, arts & crafts, kid stuff.

Fireworks at 9:30pm.
Sponsored by the City of
Berkeley.  Info: 548-5335.

Tuesday, July 6
Family Storytime
Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Sunday, July 11
Summer Forum:
Significant Roles of the
UN. Rita Moran of the
United Nations
Association speaks 9:30
a.m. at the Unitarian
Universalist Chuch of
Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road
in Kensington. Info: 525-
0302.

Tuesday, July 13
Preparing for Your
Remodeling Project: A
two-evening class will
demystify the design and

construction process.  Learn how to be pre-
pared and organized and what to expect along
the way.  $57/$67, Albany Community Center,
1249 Marin Avenue 6:30 p.m. To register:
(510)524-9283.  For information: (510)526-
2100. Class repeats Aug 5.

Tuesday, July 13
Family Storytime Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Wednesday, July 14
Drop-in Poetry Writing Workshop led by
Albany poet and teacher Alison Seevak 7 p.m.
in the Edith Stone Room of the Albany Library,
1247 Marin Ave. Info: 526-3720.

Wednesday, July 14 
Kensington Fire Protection District meets
at 7:30 in the Kensington Community Center.
Call to Confirm: 527-8395

Thursday, July 15
The Kensington Police Protection and
Community Service District meets at 7:30

p.m. in the Kensington Community Center.
Call to confirm: 526-4141

Saturday, July 17
Chocolate Chip Cookie Tasting at the Albany

Library 1247 Marin Ave. in the
Edith Stone Room from 2 p.m.

to 5 p.m. The event, spon-
sored by  The Friends of the
Albany Library, will raise

money for new children's
books for Remote Area Medical

Volunteer Corps, a non-profit, volunteer relief
corps.  Suggested donation for the tasting is $5
per person and $7 per family.  A prize will be
given to the baker of the most popular cookie
in each of three categories. Entry forms avail-
able at the Albany Library reference desk.  

Sunday, July 18
Summer Forum: What You and I Must Do
For Peace. A presentation of the Peace
Committee of UUCB 9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian
Universalist Chuch of Berkeley, 1 Lawson
Road in Kensington. Info: 525-0302.

Tuesday, July 20
El Cerrito author Margaret Judge reads from her
book Time and Time Again, a debut novel about a
young woman's struggle to survive parental sexu-
al abuse, at 7 p.m. at the El Cerrito Library, 6510
Stockton Avenue, El Cerrito. Info: 526-7512

Tuesday, July 20
Family Storytime Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Saturday, July 24
Cub Scout Pack 82 Sign Up & Summer
Swim Party from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the El
Cerrito Swim Center. RSVP by July 15 at 525-
1807. Info: 232-1087. 

Sunday, July 25
Summer Forum: Current Activities of PSR.
The Physicians for Social Responsibility bring
us up to date on this organization which for-
merly focused solely on stopping nuclear war
9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Chuch
of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road in Kensington.
Info: 525-0302.

Tuesday, July 27
Family Storytime Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Tuesday, July 27
The El Cerrito Democratic Club meets at
7:30 p.m. in the downstairs conference room
of the Northminster Presbyterian Church.  The
group will discuss the November ballot initia-
tives and voting on endorsements at this time
also.  All welcome.

Sunday, August 1
Summer Forum: Justice For All. Colleen
Patrick-Goudreau, organizer of the UUFETA at
the UU Church of Oakland speaks 9:30 a.m. at
the Unitarian Universalist Chuch of Berkeley, 1
Lawson Road in Kensington. Info: 525-0302.

Tuesday, August 3
Family Storytime Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Sunday, August 8
Summer Forum: The Story of Meena.
Melody Chavez, author of the compelling nar-
rative of the remarkable young woman, Meena,
who founded the Revolutionary Association of
Afghani Women speaks 9:30 a.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Chuch of Berkeley, 1
Lawson Road in Kensington. Info: 525-0302.

Tuesday, August 10
Family Storytime Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Thursday, August 10
Susan Halpern, founder of the New York
Cancer Help Program and author of "The
Etiquette of Illness: What to Say When You Can't

The First annual Homecoming Reunion and School Celebration
will be held at Kensington Hilltop Elementary School July 31 from
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Students, parents, teachers and community members
are invited to visit the school one last time before its renovation. Tables
will be set up with pictures and artifacts from previous graduating class-
es, past teachers and administrators will reminisce about the school,
architectural blue prints for the school renovation will be available.
Come learn about current programs and challenges facing the school.
There will be plenty of food and drinks (suggested donation $10 for the
entire family). Entertainment will be provided. To RSVP or volunteer call
Esther Hill at (510) 524-3713 or e-mail esther.hill@mindspring.com. 

One mo’ time

WWWhat?
Computer Literacy: a free series of programs
at the Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Avenue,
teaches how to use a computer mouse, set up
an e-mail account and do research online. The
program runs Mondays at 7 p.m. The classes
include computer basics, how to search online,
how to set up a free e-mail account and more.
Call to reserve a seat 524-3043. 

1962 photo of tearcher Robert Shogrun with students. 



Find the Words" for a reading and discussion at
7 p.m. at the El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton
Avenue, El Cerrito. Info: 526-7512. 

Wednesday, August 11 
Kensington Fire Protection District meets at
7:30 in the Kensington Community Center.
Call to Confirm: 527-8395

Thursday, August 12
The Kensington Police Protection and
Community Service District meets at 7:30
p.m. in the Kensington Community Center.
Call to confirm: 526-4141

Sunday, August 15
Summer Forum: Current Difficulties of the
school district. Patricia Player, President of
the Board of Trustees of the West Contra
Costa Unified School District, shares some of
the pressing financial and other problems fac-
ing these schools 9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian
Universalist Chuch of Berkeley, 1 Lawson
Road in Kensington. Info: 525-0302.

Tuesday, August 17
Family Storytime Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Sunday, August 22
Summer Forum: Accomplishments and
Future of the UN. Chris O'Sullivan, UN histori-
an, and recently returned from England with the
Council on International Affairs, looks at the work
and importance of the United Nations in the
years to come 9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian
Universalist Chuch of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road
in Kensington. Info: 525-0302.
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Feed your soul and your stomach

Kensington Calendar Continued

Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley mid-
week gathering includes times for socializing
(5:30-6 pm), sharing a meal (6-7 pm), worship-
ping (7-7:30 pm) and learning together in the
Core Curriculum Programs (from 7:30-9 pm).
Dinner reservations are required. Call the
church office at 525-0302. The Core
Curriculum Programs will include a series of
sessions on UU heritage and values,  Powerful
Non-Defensive Communication, Community
Building: Skills for Successful Group Process,
Opening Our Hearts: Developing Spiritual
Practices, and Higher Purpose. Contact the
church at 525-0302 for more details.

Tuesday, August 24
Family Storytime Kensington Library at 7
p.m. Info: 524-3043

Tuesday, August 24
The El Cerrito Democratic Club will meet at
7:30 p.m. at the Northminster Presbyterian
Church, 545 Ashbury Ave., El Cerrito, in the
downstairs meeting room.  After discussion,
the club will vote on endorsements for the
School Board of the West Contra Costa
Unified School District.  All welcome.

Wednesday, August 25
Pot luck dinner and read-through session of
all the Fall music and Christmas music for the
Arlington Community Church Choir will be held at
the church. Dinner is at 6 p.m. and the read
through begins at 7 p.m. The church is seeking
singers for its choir. The only criterion is a pleas-
ant singing voice and a desire to sing. Last names
beginning with A to I should  bring a main course;
J-Q salad; R-Z dessert. Info: 843-7745 

Sunday, August 29
Summer Forum: Gay Marriages. Robert
Cromey, social activist, retired Episcopal
priest, and founder of the Council on Religion
and the Homosexual, discusses the controver-
sies and ramifications of same-sex marriage
9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Chuch
of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road in Kensington.
Info: 525-0302.

Tuesday, August 31
Ventriloquist Tony Borders and his
Australian Animal Puppets performs at the
Kensington Library at 6:30 p.m. After the per-
formance there will be a drawing to award a
kangaroo puppet to one lucky child. 

Thursday, August 31
Kensington Municipal Advisory Council
meets at 7 p.m. in the Kensington Community
Center. Call to confirm: 273-9926

Wednesday, September 1
The newly formed Arlington Children's
Choir will audition boys and girls ages 8 to 14
at 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 52 Arlington Ave. Your
child should come prepared to to sing a song
of his or her choice. No previous experience is
necessary, only a love of singing and a desire
to perform. Additional auditions will be held
September 8. Info: 843-7745 
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PIANO LESSONS. Students learn classics, pop
w/ gentleness, fun. Refs. Sandy at 528-9505.

VACATION BEACH HOUSE, Big Island of
Hawaii, North Kona Coast. Lovely 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, ocean, mountain views, owned by
Kensington residents.  527-2009.

MASSAGE-Having neck, shoulder, or back pain?
Massage makes a difference. Joan CMT 525-2750

HOME REPAIR EXPERT. Fences, decks, car-
pentry, tile work, doors and locks, glass and win-
dows, small electrical/plumbing jobs, odd jobs.
Local references. Rick, 464-5934.

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR/WRITER. Memoirs,
fiction, newsletters, brochures, proof, disserta-
tion, essays, articles. Words Into Print. 236-0919.

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience in
home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors,
windows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall,
decks, fencing. Framing through finish. Large or
small jobs. Local resident George Spilsbury, 525-
4051.

DOG WALKS & PET SITS by SAFE HANDS:
We make pets smile! Local, friendly, reli-
able & great references. Bonded, Insured,
Licensed. Please call 528-7870 or 
WWW.SAFEHANDSPETCARE.COM

THE PAINT COMPANY. Highest quality work inside
and out. Estimates and consultation are free. Many
satisfied local references. Fully insured. License
#515120. Call us today at 527-2673.

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality,
int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount,
fully ins, Lic. 639300, free est, see display ad
inside. 232-3340.

MR. MIGHTY MAN HAULING. Clean out/up
home, basement, garage. Dump runs. 827-6757.

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. Interior,
exterior, waterproof coatings, wood restoration,
color consultation. License #721226. Kensington
references. 655-9267 for free estimate.

TOPCOAT PAINTERS. Old world craftsmanship.
Custom color mixing, wood finishes, plaster
repair. Free decorating service. Interior and exte-
rior. Residential and commercial. Kensington ref-
erences. License #684698. 525-3444.

ABE’S TREE AND YARD CARE. Trimming,
pruning, removals. Weeding, hedge mainte-
nance, clean-up. Large or small jobs. Insured.
Local resident. 724-6956.

TAX PREPARATION-Individual, business, and
estate tax returns. Eight years experience. Joan
Provencher E.A. 525-2750.

TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL AWAY SER-
VICE: Will pick up, clean out, recycle, deliver
most anything, anytime. Father’s Day Special.
Call Leslie 235-0122.

CLARK KELLEY’S CALIFORNIA GARDENS. All
phases of landscape construction, plant design
irrigation and garden installation. Flagstone and
brick patios. Local references License #534467.
869-2788.

HANDYMAN: winterize, repair, build, elec,
plumb, roofing, gutter clean, de-pest, etc. Lee,
525-1945.

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER for home and
office. Call for your free consultation. Ms. Clutter
Buster: 510.724.3500

FRENCH DRAINS, Underground pipe replace-
ment (trenchless) Sewer replacement/repair.
Quality work - Local references Terra Nova
Engineering, Inc. Lic. #814487 (510) 524-1220
email pipefixers@aol.com

RENE'S HAULING-Better Business Bureau
member. Honest and reliable service since 1993.
All types of hauling. Free estimates. Call 510-
367-5695 cell or 510-620-0462 home

SUPERB QUALITY GARDEN CARE. 23 years
local experience. Kensington/El Cerrito refer-
ences. Pruning, High Color, Fragrance, Fruit
Trees are specialties. Tricia. 1-800-884-7080

WINDOW CLEANING: Homes or commercial.
Free estimate. References available. Call Cathe
at 510-524-9185. 

PAULA'S PET CARE. Vacation/daily pet care.
Bonded, insured, reliable. Experienced 558-9191.

NOODLE NOSE ANIMAL CARE: Daily home visits
to your companion animal when you must be away.
Licensed. Bonded. Insured. Loveable. 704-8840

PERSONAL ASSISTANT caregiver. Help with all
you need. Versatile, educated, caring, efficient.
Local references. Fritz 635-7947

FAIRMOUNT ELECTRIC Lic. #644125 510-528-
1209 Upgrades Rewiring Knob & Tube a special-
ty. Locally owned-local references Gene
Robinson.

HOUSE AND OFFICE CLEANING. Responsible,
honest, efficient. Excellent work. Good references.
I've worked in the area 6 years. Call 524-7787.

INFANT MASSAGE CLASSES - for pre-crawling
babies & their caregivers.  Wed. 10:30-12,   5
week series $90.  Above Young's Market.
Contact Susan C. Gann, M.Ed., C.M.T. 604-2375
or susancgann@sbcglobal.net

ALL THINGS MACINTOSH:  Freezing & Crashing?
Get help sharing high speed Internet, printing &
files. References. Eugene 510/526-1209

GARAGE CLEANING/ORGANIZING We bring
order to years of chaos in just 1 day! UC Berkeley
Engineering students, from Midwest, hardwork-
ing, great local refs, $125 min. Call Cal Spring
Cleaners 508-3894

SEMINARY EMPLOYEE needs a room in
Kensington due to sale of home. Lots of local ref-
erences. Pet or house work O.K. 526-5786

PETER-THE-PAINTER  Top Quality House
Painting in Kensington for 15 years. Int/ext, paint-
ed to last. Careful  prep. Custom colors. Free
estimate  Call Peter (510) 548-0440 

NEWLY FURNISHED ROOM w/bath, walk-in
closet, private entry and deck. $550 mo. 527-
6217.

SELL YOUR HOME FAST! No commission or
closing costs. Fixer OK. Fast decisions 415-
789-8080

PERSONAL ASSISTANT CAREGIVER. Help
with all your needs. Educated Eruopean., caring,
efficient, versatile, years of experience. Local ref-
erences. Fritz 635-7947

GRAND PIANO -6ft.-beautiful case, rebuilt by
Rbt.Gordon.Wopaterni & Sons-Vienna Built late
1800s 90 Key. $2500    526-8981

COTTAGE STUDIO APARTMENT - Kensington,
-Garden, Quiet, furnished, parking, new remodel.
Fireplace, W/D includes utilities. $850/mo $500D
526-8981

CLEAN & KEEP CLEANING SERVICES.
Professional cleaning -houses-apartments-
offices. Experienced Impeccable References.
Free Estimates. 384-1833

SOS HAULING
General clean up of all types of demolition and
excavation Bob Cat, Truck, Excavator machine
510 453 3339

DOG WALKING/ SITTING & HOUSE SITTING
Bonded with excellent references. 510 528-4984

FRUIT TREE PROJECT Seeking gardeners to
be interviewed (15 min.) for book on growing fruit
trees in Kensington, El Cerrito, and North
Berkeley hills. Please call: 527-4548

VACATION CONDO - Big Island of Hawaii-
North of Kona-Near beach, golf, shopping,
restaurants, 2 bdrm, 2 bath, avail. starting mid-
July. Call 526-8524

EXPERT MACINTOSH HELP, Workshops Have
more fun, be more productive. 14 yrs exper.
dave@macandmore.net  510-527-5748

KENSINGTON SEAMSTRESS +20 yrs experi-
ence Alterations + small projects refs 528-0493

1BR APT FOR RENT on Stratford Bay View &
Fplace Clean & Birght, hardwd flrs & freshly paint-
ed $1100 p mo. Pkg & utils incl. No pets. 524-
0188

CONTEMPORARY INTERIOR FURNISHINGS
Custom draperies, bed ensembles, slipcovers
table sets and more for your unique lifestyle
Northern Veils/Gunilla Ebers 510-289-0624

PIANO LESSONS for young students. Creative
style with children.  Leslie  (510) 843-7745.

EXPERT MCINTOSH HELP, Workshops Have
more fun, be more productive. 14 yrs exper.
dave@macandmore.net  510-527-5748

KENSINGTON OUTLOOK
CLASSIFIEDS

Kensington Outlook classified ads cost $6
per line ($12 min). A line is 45 characters or
spaces.  The dealine for classified ads is the
tenth of the month prior to publication. All
ads must be pre-paid and payment must be
accompanied  by a Kensington Outlook clas-
sified ad form. Pick up ad forms at the KCC
office at 59 Arlington Ave. Bldg. E. in the
Kensington Park beyond the tennis courts.
You can also download ad forms from
www.kensingtonoutlook.com. 

Classified AdvertisingFrom the case files of the KPD
This report is based on the police logs of the
Kensington Police Department. The Kensington
Outlook is solely responsible for the writing and
editing of this report.

May 

�A housesitter who was locked out of the
home in which he was staying
called police. He was able to enter
through an unlocked window.

�A homeless man
known to police was walk-
ing around Highland Blvd
around 3 a.m. He said he was
taking a walk. He was allowed
to go on his way, but police
discovered he had a van
parked in the area.

�A 19-year-old Concord woman hit a
parked vehicle on Highland Blvd., fish-
tailed her way down the street and jumped
a curb landing her car upside-down on
bushes on a property. She was airlifted to
John Muir Medical Center with multiple
injuries and charged with driving under the
influence. Her blood alcohol registered
nearly 2.5 times the legal limit. 

�A Coventry Rd. Woman reported the theft
of a $280 bicycle from her open garage.

�A woman on Eagle Hill Rd. reported her
three-year-old child was missing from his
crib, along with his teddy bear and bottle.
Police searched the home and discovered the
child under a comforter on the parents bed.

�A gasoline pump at the Chevron station on
Arlington Ave. suffered damage when a postal
vehicle drove away after filling up. The pump
was still inserted into the vehicle’s gas tank.

�Police stopped a vehicle for speeding at
Colusa and Ocean View Ave. The officer
confiscated and destroyed marijuana that
was in possession of the female juvenile
who was driving.

�A Kingston Rd. man reported the theft of
$1 and a $5.95 cigarette rolling machine
from his home. 

�A caller reported a burning bush at
Sunset Cemetery. A neighbor to the ceme-
tery threw hot coals from a grill over his
fence after he finished cooking. No bush

was a blaze, but the coals were smoking in
the ivy. The fire department extinguished
the coals and no new laws were handed
down by God during the incident. 

�  A York Ave. resident reported hear
ing shots fired. Police found blood on the

sidewalk and another resident
reported seeing a deer limping from
the area. 

�Police responded to a
report of an argument on

Arlington Ct. The argument
was between two workers who
did not get along. One man
accused the other of intention-
ally wetting him with a hose.

The dry man said it was an accident. 

�A dead deer was located behind a house
on Lenox Ave. The carcass was rotting and
not the victim of gun shots. 

�AWillamette Ave. resident reported someone
siphoned $46 worth of gas out of her vehicle.

�Police stopped a man and his son who
had been spotted taking a "construction
zone" sign from a site. The man said they
took it as a souvenir. Police instructed him
to return the sign.

�Police impounded a disabled 1986
Volkswagen that was blocking a part of
Cambridge Ave. The car appeared to have
rolled to where it came to a rest.

�Police stopped  juveniles who were rear-
ranging the letters on the community sign-
board on Arlington Ave. Police called the
parents of the youths and made them return
the sign to where it was. 

�Firefighters came to the aid of a housesit-
ter locked out of the home in which she was
staying. They climbed a ladder to a second
story window that was open and let her into
the house.

�A Cowper Ave. resident called police
after hearing crashing noises in his home.
Kensington and El Cerrito police arrived on
the scene and searched the house. They
found an empty container of Pringles with
crumbs around it, garbage strewn on the
floor and pawprints from Raccoons that
apparently had entered and left the house


