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Julie Stein Speaks 
Out on Resignation 
from the Fire Board
By Linnea Due

Kensington Fire 
Protection District 
(KFPD) board director 
Julie Stein resigned 
from the board on 
December 20, 2024. 
During a phone inter-
view on January 10, Stein talked about 
her experience as a director and her 
eventual disillusionment with the board. 
Stein served from 2018-2024.

You had the most votes of any candidate 
for either board in 2022. Did you consider 
that a mandate and if so, for what?

The reason I ran was because I was 
determined to help bring the police back 
to Kensington. If that meant using some 
portion of the Public Safety Building 
(PSB), then I hoped that I could help lead 
that. In my campaign statement I wrote, 
“I am running for reelection in 2022 to 
work on a cost-effective and seismically 
sound solution to permanently house 
both fire and police in Kensington, while 
protecting Kensington’s open spaces and 
assets for community use.”

You ran as part of the slate of candidates 
on a platform that included restricting the 
park for recreation only and putting the 
police back in the Public Safety Building. 
Now the police are not in the building and 
it appears their most likely landing spot is 
in the park. What happened?

Back in February of ’23, the ad hoc 

Clockwise from top left: The Plymovent System yellow hose fits onto the exhaust pipe. When the engine 
starts up, exhaust is vacuumed via a filter and vented outside. The hose automatically disconnects for rapid 
departure. Top right: Three refrigerators for three shifts—no more “borrowing” from another shift! Bottom 
right: The black boxes, located in the meeting room closet, connect to the countywide dispatch centers 
for fire. A special tone signals Station 55 calls and also announces calls to which 55 may be needed as 
backup. Bottom left: The much-argued about downstairs meeting room; critics wonder who will use it. 
Refrigerator photo by Tim Barry, others by Linnea Due.

PSB Open House February 8
By Johnny Valenzuela, Emergency Preparedness Coordinator

The public is invited to an Open House at the newly renovated Public Safety Building at 
217 Arlington Ave, on Saturday, February 8, from noon-3pm. We are excited to invite the 
community to explore the enhancements made to the facility, marking a significant mile-
stone in our commitment to public safety and emergency preparedness.

The Open House will allow you to tour the building, meet your local firefighters and 
emergency responders, and gain valuable information on how to protect your family and 
home in emergencies. We’ll also share insights into our ongoing and future initiatives 
aimed at enhancing community safety. For more visit www.kensingtonfire.org/openhouse
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Kensington and Beyond Update
February 2025

If you are interested in knowing the value of your home or what is 
required to sell a home in this market, call me. The appointment is 
confidential and complimentary.

Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Exact dimensions can be obtained by 
retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

SOLD | 2027 Harper Street
El Cerrito Hills
4 BR | 2 BA 
OFFERED AT: $1,298,000
SOLD PRICE: $1,250,000
2027harper.com

SOLD  |  24 Highgate Court
Kensington 
4 BR | 4 BA (Includes attached ADU)
OFFERED AT: $1,998,000 
SOLD PRICE: $2,700,000
24highgate.com

NEW LISTING | 1646 Aqua Vista Road
Richmond View
5 BR | 1.5 BA
OFFERED AT: $899,000
1646aquavista.com

I have served Kensington and the surrounding areas for over 40 
years, specializing in Residential Real Estate and Trust sales.
Consider me your real estate resource.

Ruth Frassetto, CRS | 510.697.8606 | ruth.frassetto@compass.com | DRE 00779030

COMING SOON | 954 Keeler Avenue
Berkeley
4 BR | 2 BA 
Price being finalized

SOLD  |  31 Sunset Drive
Kensington 
3 BR | 1.5 BA
OFFERED AT: $1,998,000 
SOLD PRICE: $2,700,000
31sunset.com

SOLD  |  669 Oberlin Avenue
Kensington 
3 BR | 3 BA
OFFERED AT: $1,298,000 
SOLD PRICE:$2,700,000
24highgate.com

Kensington Market Update

Overview

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01991628, 01527235, 1527365. All 
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, 

sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

RUTH FRASSETTO, CRS
510.697.8606
ruth.frassetto@compass.com
DRE 00779030

The real estate market in 2023 and 2024 was characterized by a lack of inventory, high 
demand, and high home prices. Home prices in Kensington have continued to rise and 
the real estate market remains stable.

2024
48 Closed Sales

Median List Price: $1,296,500
Median Sales Price: $1,537,500

Median Sq. Ft.: 1,908
Median Cost Per Sq. Ft.

List Price: $700
Sales Price: $828

Average Days on Market: 14

2023
57 Closed Sales

Median List Price: $1,198,000
Median Sales Price: $1,500,000

Median Sq. Ft.: 1,769
Median Cost Per Sq. Ft.

List Price: $707
Sales Price: $890

Average Days on Market: 14

Predictions
Experts from various sources including Fannie Mae and Pulsenomics LLC told USA 
TODAY they are predicting home prices to rise between 3.8-4% for 
median home sale price and expect a 4.2-5.1% bump in home sales in 2025. They also 
predicted mortgage rates will continue to hover in the 6-7% range. 

Your Home’s Value
Curious to know the value of your home in today’s market? Call me. I am happy to 
share with you the value of your home and ways to best improve your home for the 
highest return on investment. The conversation is confidential and complimentary.

Maximize the value of your home. PAINTING, STAGING, LANDSCAPING AND MORE...
COMPASS CONCIERGE, with no out-of-pocket upfront costs! No interest, no points, 
with zero due until closing.

Bottom Line
My goal is very clear, to help you reach yours.

Representing Kensington sellers for 30+ years. 
Specializing in Trusts and Residential Real Estate.

Page 3FEBRUARY 2025FEBRUARY 2025

See Passings page 5

 
K E N S I N G T O N

O U T L O O K
E D I T O R

L I N N E A  D U E
 

A D V E R T I S I N G  M A N A G E R 

A L M A  K E Y
P U B L I S H E R

KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
59 Arlington Ave, Kensington, CA 94707-1307
Published ten times a year by the nonprofit  
Kensington Community Council. (Monthly,  
except for the combined July/August and  
December/January issues.) Available online  
at www.KensingtonOutlook.com. Non-Kensington 
residents can subscribe by mail for $10 annually. 

Editorial……….................................
editor@KensingtonOutlook.com 
Advertising………………510-508-3241 
advertising@KensingtonOutlook.com

The Kensington Community Council is dedicated to the 
improvement, development, and education of the commu-
nity, and to the promotion of social welfare in Kensington. 
It enriches the community by providing educational and 
recreational programs for all ages and by publishing the 
Outlook, a monthly newsletter that covers local events 
and issues. KCC also provides a forum for all Kensington 
community groups to meet and coordinate their respec-
tive efforts toward the common good of the community. 
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Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those  
of the writers and do not reflect the opinion of the Out-
look, its editor, or the Kensington Community Council. 
Letters must be signed and include the resident’s phone 
number and address (which will not be printed). Letters 
350 words or under will appear in the print edition (space 
permitting). Any letter over 350 words will be printed in 
the online edition only. Publication of letters and articles 
is subject to space and the editor’s discretion. Obituar-
ies of Kensington residents are printed without charge. 
All material must be received by the 10th of the month 
preceding issue date; submit by email to editor@kens-
ingtonoutlook.com. No press releases or PDFs; Word 
documents or text in the body of an email are acceptable. 

Use one space, not two, after all periods. 

Burning Wood Impacts All
Dear Editor:  

This is a letter to thank those neighbors who have stopped burning wood, and a gentle 
reminder to please help protect our community’s health by not burning wood.

We are both mothers of children with health conditions, and Kristel is an asthmatic 
who has had attacks from wood smoke in Kensington. Residential wood burning is the 
top source of the worst kind of air pollution, fine particulate matter, in the Bay Area. The 
Bay Area is still among the worst 10 metropolitan areas for air quality, according to the 
Lung Association. As with lead or asbestos, there are no safe levels of air pollution for 
anyone. 

Particulate matter is thought to harm every organ of the body, and causes or worsens 
many illnesses— including but not limited to COVID, RSV, pertussis, influenza, asthma, 
cancers, eczema, dementia, Parkinson’s, heart disease, strokes, diabetes, etc. Particulate 
matter can also cause or is linked to negative psychological phenomena like depression, 
mental slowness, and even violence. 

Because trees, even decomposing ones, hold carbon, this is also a climate issue. 
Because trees can’t grow as fast as they burn, and because they are important to ecosys-
tems, climate activists Greta Thunberg and Bill McKibben are against burning wood 
biomass. Plant debris can be sent to compost pickup. 

Some good news: Wood smoke is being phased out in the same way cigarettes were. 
Canberra is banning wood burning by 2045, and the city of Utrecht in the Netherlands 
set a wood burning ban by 2030. In the Bay Area, the “Clean HEET” program—funding 
to help people switch from wood burning devices to heat pumps—has restarted. Build-
ers of new houses or expensive renovations continue to not be allowed to install wood 
burning devices in the Bay Area. Our air district is also looking for other ways to reduce 
wood smoke in the Bay Area.  

Thank you so much for thinking of people’s and our planet’s health, and please see 
Doctors + Scientists Against Wood Smoke Pollution (https://www.dsawsp.org) for more 
information. 
Kristel Rietesel and Ingrid Behrsin, PhD, MSc  

Time to Consolidate
Dear Editor,

There has never been a more important time to consolidate fire and police resources for 
Kensington. Looking around after watching the devastating Los Angeles fires, it’s clear 
that we have exactly the same vulnerability, canyons and parks abutting dense housing. 
We need one governing body to coordinate fire mitigation, emergency and escape plan-
ning, and other resources.

Not only will consolidating the two boards provide better, more streamlined gover-
nance and save the community well over $1 million over time, it will provide transpar-
ency, end the feuding that caused us to spend almost $10 million on a public safety 
building that doesn’t include a home for the police, and provide a single point of contact 
for emergency response. It’s about time. Thank you to the hard work of our unpaid 
elected boards to make this happen.
Meryl Rafferty

Giving Thanks
Dear Editor:

I read about the passing of Glenna Seely in your recent issue of the Outlook, and I 
would like to pass along my heartfelt sympathies to her family. 

I am deeply grateful for Glenna’s legacy. You see, I was an early student in the Head-
start program at Thousand Oaks Preschool that she established, and I remember it with 
such joy and fondness. 

I am now 57 years old and a Kensington resident, and those early days of playing and 
developing daily structural basics and social skills set the stage for my future. 

Thank you, Glenna!!
Christina Conrad

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 ·655 ·9267
www.aurora-painting.com

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

Display and Classified  
Advertising
Classified ad rates are $8 a line  
(45 characters or spaces) with 
a two-line minimum. Find 
the ad form online at www.
kensingtonoutlook.com or use 
the QR code here. For display ad reservations and 
classified questions, please contact our advertising 
manager by phone or email listed above. See infor-
mation about letters to the editor to your left. Other 
mail can be sent to 59 Arlington Ave., Kensington, 
CA 94707.

Letters to the Editor

• Nov 4: Officers responded to Coventry Road to investigate a credit card fraud incident
• Nov 5: Officers responded to Arlington Avenue and Sunset Drive for an injured person 
in the street. The individual was cited for public intoxication and transported to a hospital.
• Nov 8: Officers were dispatched to Sunset Terrace for a report of license plate theft.
• Nov 12: Officers responded to Arlington Avenue for a vehicle burglary report.
• Nov 16: Officers were dispatched to Lake Drive to investigate a PayPal fraud scheme.
• Nov 18: Officers responded to Arlington Avenue for a report of a stolen vehicle, which 
was later recovered in the City of Oakland.
• Nov 19: Officers responded to Sunset Drive and Arlington Avenue for a robbery report. 
The suspect was apprehended and transported to the Martinez Detention Facility.
• Dec 2: Officers responded to a theft report on Yale Avenue.
• Dec 2: Officers were dispatched to Highgate Court for a report of a theft.
• Dec 3: Officers stopped a vehicle on Arlington Avenue and Sunset Drive that failed 
to yield for a pedestrian in a crosswalk. The driver was cited and his vehicle was 
impounded.
• Dec 9: Officers assisted El Cerrito PD with an intoxicated subject, who had an outstand-
ing Kensington PD warrant and was arrested.
• Dec 10: Officers responded to Colusa Avenue for a commercial burglary.

Support Your Recreation 
Program

Kids and adults thrive when everybody moves and grooves! Kensington Community Council 
hosts classes, events such as the Movie Night, runs the Kensington After School Enrichment 
Program (KASEP) and the Summer Camp. Your friendly neighborhood nonprofit also pub-
lishes the Outlook! You still have time to donate before the list of donors is published; go 
to kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org/support-kcc/ or send a check to KCC, 59 Arlington 
Ave., Kensington 94707.  

• Dec 26: Officers were dispatched to Stanford Avenue for a report of a grand theft.
• Dec 28: Officers were dispatched to Colusa Avenue for a report of a grand theft.
• Dec 31: New Year’s Eve, additional officers were deployed to work patrol. KPD 
received multiple calls regarding a large party on Kenilworth Drive. With the assistance 
of El Cerrito and Albany PD, the party was dispersed.

KCC Board Members Needed
By Sylvia Elsbury

Do you want to connect with your Kensington neighbors, in service to your com-
munity? KCC’s board of directors wants you! Once a month, board members of the 
Kensington Community Council (KCC) meet to provide oversight of KCC’s programs, 
policies and finances. The time commitment is small, but the impact in Kensington is 
significant.

New voices and ideas are critical for KCC to thrive and grow! Our ongoing projects 
and initiatives will benefit from your expertise and experience in law, human resources, 
accounting, publishing, education, and recreation, to name just a few areas of particular 
interest.

KCC’s monthly board meetings are open to the public—drop in anytime to see what 
we’re up to. The 2025 meeting schedule and email addresses for all board members are 
at kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org (“About KCC” tab). We would love to add your 
name below.

Kensington Community Council Board, 2025: Sylvia Elsbury, President; Sneha Patel, 
Vice President; Cathy Garza, Treasurer; Danielle Power, Secretary; Ted Blanckenburg, 
Carolyn Day-Flowers, Anne Forrest, Todd Hodson, Lisa Prange, and Becky Stephens.

Passings
On November 30, Barbara Wylie Nelson died in Grand Junction, 

CO., where she lived near her daughter Karen. Barbara was born in 
1930 to Margaret Hilson Wylie and Robert Lyons Wylie, in Man-
chester, NH. After Barbara graduated from high school, her family 
moved after her father accepted a transfer to Swift and Co., a meat 
packer in Portland, OR.

Barb was a lifelong swimmer. During her time in Oregon, Barb 
joined a water ballet group and performed in the first water ballet 
show in Forest Grove. When Barb was 21, she moved to Berkeley, where she served as 
secretary to the superintendent of the Berkeley Unified School District.  She met and 
married Henry (Hank) Nelson in 1955.

When Barb gave birth to their first son Scott in 1957, the family moved to Kensing-
ton. They had Barry in 1959 and Karen in 1962. Barb and Hank spent many of their 
summers camping and hiking with their children while traveling across the country, 
stopping at historical sites, museums and national parks. Barb shared her love of hiking, 
swimming and gardening with her children. 

She was active in the Friends of the Kensington Library, including serving as presi-
dent. As their kids got older, Barb became a part-time gardener—including serving as 
the gardener for the town of Kensington.

She and Hank traveled extensively. Barb lived a good and long life and was a much-
loved mother. She was predeceased by Hank. Barb left this world under her own terms 
without fear and looking forward to the next adventure. Barb had the love and support 
of her three children right up to the end—which is now a new beginning.

Wendy Street Bergman, age 81, passed away on September 26. 
She was born on February 26, 1943 in Denver, CO. to Dr. Bernard 
and Ms. Mary Lou Street, the second daughter in a family of four 
children. After the war, Wendy and her family moved to Northfield, 
MN. Wendy entered Carleton College and met her husband Robert 
(“Bob”) Bergman; they were married in 1965. Bob was pursuing a 
Ph.D. in Chemistry at the University of Wisconsin, where Wendy 
completed an M.A. in Education.

After the birth of their two sons, Michael and David, Wendy’s growing interest in early 
childhood education led to her active participation in Kensington Hilltop Elementary 
School, where her boys were enrolled. Later she obtained her CA teaching certificate 
at UC Berkeley, and then was employed as a full-time teacher at Oakland’s Manzanita 
Community Elementary School.
Even after she retired, Wendy continued to contribute, especially with organizations dedi-
cated to education. She participated in organizations at El Cerrito High and in the Read 
Aloud Volunteer Program at West Contra Costa County Schools and in CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates) of Contra Costa, spending hours working on the education 
and well-being of mostly disadvantaged kids.
Wendy was consistently kind and thoughtful; she loved to entertain family and friends 
and never seemed to lack for a cheerful word. Wendy struggled with slowly increasing 
dementia during the last nine years, but almost to the end she brightened when family or 
friends visited. She could never walk by flowers without remarking about how beautiful 
they were or a small child without initiating a cheerful conversation.
Wendy is survived by her children David and Michael, her husband Robert, her siblings 
Susan and Bernard, and her grandchildren Darren and McCovey. Please join us in making 
donation(s) to the BASIS program of Community Resources for Science (Bay Area).

A resident of Kensington since 1987, Gina De Sousa passed away 
on December 26. She was born in Boston, Massachusetts on July 5, 
1940. She was a member of a large Cape Verdean community. Gina 
had many friends in the Bay Area but no relatives. She has cousins 
in Boston, including Tony and John Costa. 

Gina had several careers: Accounting, horticulture, real estate, and 
social work. She began working as a social worker in the ‘70s for 
the county. She became a licensed clinical social worker in 1981. In 
1995, she went into full-time private practice as a psychotherapist. She was a member of 
the National Association of Social Workers.

Gina loved movies, theater, comedy, and live jazz and blues. She also loved spending 
time with her poodle dog, Taffy. A memorial service will be scheduled at a future date. 

Longtime Kensington resident Violette P. Gallardo passed away 
in October at the age of 97. She is survived by her three children, 
three grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. Vi Gallardo was 
born in Minot, North Dakota to Ukrainian immigrants Mike and 
Lydia Philipanko. Their extended family was part of a wave of 
homesteaders establishing wheat farms in the area.

At the age of 14, Vi moved to Sacramento to live with family mem-
bers who had migrated to the West Coast, where she attended high 
school and Sacramento State.Vi met her spouse of 66 years, James F. Gallardo, through 
her brother-in-law at a Bay Area boating event.Vi became enamored of the Kensington 
community on a visit prior to her marriage and hoped to settle there. After their first 
son Gregory, was born, Vi and Jim purchased their home on Rugby and had two more 
children, Janice and Charles. Vi held several positions, the last as a grant administrator 
at UC Berkeley. She also assisted at Gallardo Interiors after retiring from the university.

Vi was very active in community events throughout her long tenure in Kensington. 
She served in the PTA from her children’s kindergarten through high school and taught 
Sunday School at Arlington Community Church. Vi was involved with her kids’ activi-
ties, including scouting and running the snack shack for baseball. She made sure her 
kids were exposed to the arts, music, and sports, and was a strong guide and support in 
their academic paths.

Vi devoted countless hours to the Turnabout Shop in El Cerrito, which provides orth-
odontia services to underserved children. Her great passion at raising orchids drew her 
to the El Cerrito Garden Club, where she held many positions. 

Vi was well-known for her great sense of style, with a preference for beautiful and col-
orful outfits. An avid reader, Vi was a member of three book clubs. Vi’s generosity and 
loyalty to close friends and family is an inspiration to all who knew her. She is greatly 
missed.

Highlights of Police Logs 
for November, December 

Valentine’s Celebration at UUCB
By Virginia Frederick

Torch Songs! Ballads! Songs of anguish, longing or joy! The Love Songs and Choco-
late event is a celebration of… love songs and chocolate. On Saturday, Feb. 8 at 7pm, the 
singers and friends of the UUCB at 1 Lawson Rd. will regale each other and the commu-
nity with torch songs, ballads, choral ensembles and humorous duets, all on the theme 
of love. This tradition has been going on for about 15 years to the delight of everyone. 
A $20 donation grants the observer the delights of lighthearted songs and an amazing 
buffet of fresh and homemade chocolate treats. This evening began as a celebration of 
Valentine’s Day and quickly became a sweet favorite. Oh, for the non-chocolate lover, 
there are also often savory snacks or fresh fruits and nuts.

The earliest known text of a love song dates to the library in Mesopotamia from 
approximately 2000 BCE. Courtly love, as we know it, began in the Middle Ages with 

See Valentine's, page 6
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The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE

Happy
Holidays
from the
Outlook
Staff

Sewing and Fire Safety at the Library
By Jenny Rockwell

Enjoy free programs offered by the Kensington Library at 61 Arlington Avenue. Call 
510-524-3043 with questions. Thank you to the Friends of Kensington Library for 
making library programs possible.

Tues, February 4, 6:30pm Friends of the Kensington Library Friends of the Kens-
ington Library, a 501c (3) nonprofit organization, has worked to improve and financially 
support library services in Kensington since 1959. Open to all Kensington residents.

Tues, February 4, 6:30pm Castoff’s Knitting Club Meets on the 1st Tuesday of each 
month. Open to all levels of knitters. Bring your own yarn!

Tuesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 25, 6:30pm Family Storytime Lots of picture books, 
songs, rhymes, and fun! Stuffed animals & pajamas welcome.  

Thurs, February 20, 2-5pm Cloth Produce Bag Sewing Circle Join the Kensington 

While Q4 sales in Kensington were down 31% from Q4 of last 
year, the median sold price was up 9% at $1.7M. With rates 
remaining stubbornly high, the retracted inventory kept prices 
from faltering with homes selling for an average of 23% over 

list, a higher average than El Cerrito or Albany. Kensington 
had the 2nd lowest average days on market in the Inner 

East Bay at 17 days. When selling in this market knowing 
the numbers, price strategy, and powerful marketing can 

be the difference between getting the highest possible 
price for your home, or leaving equity on the table.  

Want to know how your home measures up  
to the market? Give us a call! 

510.206.2686 ·TTLTeam.com

End-of-Year Data is in!

TODD HODSON · TANIA BALAZS · LISA ROBESCH 
REALTORS® · #909437, 1469906, 2081605

redoakrealty.com

2024 RED OAK TOP PRODUCERS

CONGRATUL ATIONS TO OUR 
2024 TOP PRODUCERS!

COMPANY-WIDE TOP PRODUCING AGENT 

SHERI MADDEN
#1228854

Tracy Davis
#1366511

Hanna & Tim Kerns
#1387112, 2126975

The Fletcher  
Real Estate Team

#1724665, 1933235

Emma Morris
#1323364

Grace Bishop
#1245471

Team510
#1808145

Spencer Mills
#2127098

Elic Suazo
#1751791

Ratoosh Group
#1820096, 901536

TTL Team 
#909437, 1469906, 2081605

Sari Cooper
#2002965

Scott Ward
#1490471

Ann Arriola Plant
#613099

Maxi Lilley
#1919653

Lederer Team
#1345197, 1325947,  
1954708, 2021776

Stacey Merryman 
& José Fernández

#1448191, 1353359

Deidre Joyner
#1451749

Team Forest
#1167613, 1234464, 2232593

Garabedian 
Associates

#931842, 2034258

Simon Black
#1953847

COMPANY-WIDE TOP PRODUCING TEAM

NEGAR SOUZA &  
FERI NIROOMAND

#1701667, 811861

Grants for Fire Preparedness
By Johnny Valenzuela

The Kensington Library invites the community to a special presentation on funding 
opportunities aimed at reducing wildfire risks in Kensington. This informative ses-
sion is scheduled for Tuesday, February 18, from 6-7:30pm at 61 Arlington Avenue.

Engage with a panel of representatives from the California Fire Safe Council, Diablo 
Fire Safe Council, Contra Costa County Fire Protection District, Wildcat Firewise, 
and the Kensington Fire Protection District. These knowledgeable speakers will pro-
vide insights into available funding resources that Kensington residents can pursue to 
lower wildfire risks.

Learn about the Kensington Fire Protection District’s new Hazardous Vegetation 
Removal Reimbursement Grant Program. This new initiative offers up to $2,000 per 
parcel to support residents in removing highly flammable vegetation, such as juniper 
and bamboo. The reimbursement grant 
encourages community collaboration to 
enhance the effectiveness of hazardous fuel 
removal efforts.

Please contact the library at 510-524-3043 
at least 72 hours prior to the event if you 
require special accommodations. For more 
details about applying for the Hazardous 
Vegetation Removal Reimbursement Grant, 
please visit our website at www.kensington-
fire.org/grant.

Seamsters Union, local 94707 in transforming donated natural fiber fabric into bags, 
which will be given out for free at the Kensington Farmers Market. We need you to help 
measure, cut, iron, sew and thread drawstrings, and create community.

Tuesday, February 18, 6pm Funding Sources for Fire Preparedness Johnny 
Valenzuela from Kensington Fire Protection District will share funding sources for fire 
preparedness projects and discuss the new KFPD Hazardous Vegetation Removal Reim-
bursement Grant Program. Learn about programs that Kensington residents can tap into 
for assistance to lower household wildfire risk.

Tuesday, February 25, 6:15pm Kensington Library Book Club The club meets 
online via Zoom, usually on the fourth Tuesday. The selection for February is Orlando: A 
Biography by Virginia Woolf.

Tues, February 25, Read to a Dog Join us and a licensed therapy dog for a 15-minute 
reading session every fourth Tuesday afternoon, 3-4pm. Same day, drop in sign up starts 

Passings 
...from Page 3

We are all grieving the loss of Eileen Rose Amandes McNally 
who passed away from cancer on December 4. Born on July 2, 1960 
in Burlington, WI, Eileen was the seventh of eleven children of Phil 
and Virginia Amandes; she was raised near Chicago. Married to 
Peter McNally in 1998, Eileen and Peter raised their two children 
Clarissa (25), Gwendolyn (22), and dogs Casey, Jasper, and Gavin in 
their home of 26 years in Kensington. 

Soon after earning her degree at Evergreen State College in Olym-
pia, Washington in 1986, Eileen relocated to the East Bay in 1987 where she applied 
her education in nutrition and health, which led to a career in medical administration at 
Gandy Clinic and at McKinnon Institute in Oakland. She had a deep love of live music, 
signing on with concert promoter Bill Graham Presents for 10 years where she was for-
tunate to meet up backstage with talented musicians. 

Eileen was passionate about standing up for what she believed in. She attended many 
protests, fighting for environmental causes, social justice, women's health and healthy 
food for everyone. She also had a love for working with children. Eileen helped the 
KASEP enrichment program, a rewarding experience for both Eileen and the youngsters 
of Kensington!

A celebration of life memorial event is planned for Sunday afternoon May 25, at 500 
Coventry Road. Donate to the Breast Cancer Prevention Partners, 1388 Sutter St. #901, 
San Francisco 94109 or www.BCPP.org.

Editor’s Note: These obituaries have been edited for space. Please see longer versions 
on page 9 of the February Outlook at https://kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org/outlook/

Police Building Estimates Beg a Chair
By Linnea Due

At its January 9 regular meeting, the Kensington Police Protection and Community 
Services District (KPPCSD) examined the estimates that construction estimator Mack5 
supplied. In an accompanying email from architect George Miers to interim general 
manager David Aranda and board president Dave Spath, Miers wrote, “You might want 
to sit down before looking too closely!”

After a years-long search for a landing spot for the Kensington police, directors have 
zeroed in on part of Kensington Park, which the KPPCSD owns. The area is south of the 
library, on a steep slope with the Arlington at its foot. To develop the steep site requires 
a heavy-duty retaining wall, excavation to place the building, and an extensive storm 
water system. Wrote Miers: “…the retaining wall and excavation and resultant storm 
water retention system…” totals $2,219,609. However, that does not cover profit and 
overhead, contingencies or escalation. Miers supplied a figure of $3,200,013, though he 
thinks this figure could be lower.

Then there’s the building itself. Two options are listed: a facility of 5,728 square feet 
(SF) and a facility of 3,000 SF. Both have the same site improvement costs, which 
include the above figure plus parking, a driveway from the Arlington, which totals 
$4,766,000 for “site improvement.” In the 3,000SF option, the site improvement is fully 
49 percent of the cost.

According to Mack5, costs for the larger structure are $11,767,000, and for the smaller 
building $9,757,000. This does not include the “soft costs” of architect’s fees, manage-
ment, permits, inspections, financing, or changes.

At the board meeting, director Alex Aquino-Fike said that it was a great starting 
point for the consolidated board to dig into, while director Cass Duggan noted that the 
costs did not include a county-mandated traffic signal. She estimated that cost around 
$500,000 though earlier board estimates were higher. Director Sarah Gough said that 
she was not surprised by “these really big figures” and hoped that this “put to bed the 
idea of moving the portables to this site,” as moving temporary buildings required the 
sitework and costs necessary for permanent construction.

In the end, there was a unanimous decision to let a consolidated board decide. Said 
Gough, “I don’t think it’s anything we have to rush into given that we are reorganizing 
our government…. We need to all be aware of the data we have now. We have two years 
of data of the police functioning at a very high service level. There isn’t an urgent need 
to make this size investment for this size community.”

15 minutes before the read session.
February 2025, Little Free Garden & Seed library The Kensington Library seed 

library is always being restocked with free seeds of seasonal varieties.
February, all month: Art Exhibit Artwork by Amy Zheng’s students: meiyunart.com
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Valentine's 
...from Page 3

M A T H   &   S C I E N C E   T U T O R   2 0 + 
y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e .   T a i r i  N i s h i z a w a  
5 1 0 - 3 3 2 - 9 8 6 4  e n t r o p i c a l l y . c o m 

M E D I C A R E  &  L O N G - T E R M 
C A R E – I n s u r a n c e   S p e c i a l i s t 
C A   l i c # 0 E 5 0 6 6 5   w w w . 
L a M a i r I n s u r a n c e . c o m  5 1 0 - 3 0 1 - 3 3 1 3 
 
OF F ICE SPACE FOR R EN T. Kensi ng ton 
Vi l l age  C e nt e r  @ 268 A r l i ng t on  Ave ,  250 
SF,  1s t  F lo o r ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  w a i t i n g  a r e a . 
P r iva t e .  C a l l  Ba r t  Jone s  @ 510 -527-9328 . 
 
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Quality  
Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps  
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. Learn 
more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Contact:nan@
n a n p h e l p s . c o m  o r  p h o n e  510 -52 8 - 8 8 45 
 
Y O U R  G R E E N  G A R D E N E R S   
U n i q u e , B e a u t i f u l , S u s t a i n a b l e  G a r d e n 
D e s i g n s .  G a r d e n  M a i n t e n a n c e , 
C l e a n - U p s  &  T r e e  P r u n i n g .  E m a i l : 
y o u r g r e e n g a r d e n e r s @ g m a i l . c o m 
w w w . y o u r g r e e n g a r d e n e r s . c o m 

A ESTH ETIC GA R DEN DESIGN/CA R E . 
2 0  ye a r s  p l u s  e x p e r i e n c e .   K n owl e d g e -
a b l e ,  m o t i v a t e d ,  r e s p o n s i b l e .  L o c a l ,  
N o t  m o w  b l o w .  B r i a n  5 1 0 - 9 1 2 - 8 9 1 0 

A N YA’ S  T E C H  H E L P.  E x p e r i e n c e d  
Assistance & educat ion with computers ,  
m o b i l e p h o n e s ,  w e b s i t e s ,  p a s s w o r d s ,  
secu r it y,  sof t ware prog rams, inter net ,  
a u d i o ,  v i d e o ,  e t c .  S t a r t i n g  $ 75 / h r .  
4 1 5 . 5 2 3 . 6 5 5 3  a n y a @ a n y a s . t e c h  

AU ROR A PA I NTI NG & DECOR ATI NG. 
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood resto- 
ration, color consultation. License #721226. Kens-
ington references. 510-655-9267 for free estimate.  
 
DESIGN-BUILD LOCAL CONTRACTOR  
- w i t h  4 6 +  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e 
r e m o d e l i n g / r e n o v a t i o n  w i t h  c r e a t i v e  
s o l u t i o n s  f o r  h a n d i c a p  a c c e s s
i b i l i t y , k i t c h e n s ,   b a t h s , A D U . L o t s   o f 
l o c a l  r e fe r e n c e s .  L e a r n  m o r e  a t  w w w.
b a y w o o d b u i l d i n g . c o m   o r   Y e l p . L i c 
35770 6 - B  C a l l  Ro b e r t  a t  510 -595 - 4231 
 
H A N DY M A N  S E RV IC E S ,  -  35ye a r s 
Exper ience. Den n is Fly n n - 510 -361-9186 
 
HELPING HANDS personalized concierge  
services: household help and organization, 
meals, bookkeeping, tech support. 510-735-6965 
 
KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR–Kitchens 
& baths ,  exper t  home repa i r s ,  pa i nt i ng,  
w a t e r p r o o f i n g .  R e l i a b l e .  L i c # 6 0 6 6 3 4 
Thomas Cunif f Const r uct ion 415-378-2007 
 
KENSINGTON DEYLIVERY-Affordable delivery  
service for community residents. John Dey 510-610-4638 
 

Classified Ads
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Classi f ied  Ad P lacement : 
M on th l y  r a tes  $ 8 pe r  l i ne  ( t wo - l i ne 
min imum),  4 5 cha rac te r s  o r  spaces  pe r 
l i ne .  Ad form at www.kensingtonout look .
com o r  s can  t h i s  Q R code. 
C l a s s i f i e d s  m u s t  b e  p r e -
p a i d  a n d  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e 
10 t h  o f  t h e  m o n t h  p r e -
c e d i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n .  Yo u 
c a n  a l s o  m a i l  a n  a d  t o 
P O  B o x  2212, El Cerrito, C A 
9 4 5 3 0 .

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427

Made to Order

Sara Jaffe Bakes 
Cookies, Cakes & Pies
Local girl “makes good”…desserts

92 1/2 Purdue Ave.
Kensington, CA 94708
510-528-4412 business

510-917-9276 cell

Made in a Home Kitchen
Class A Registration 76838

Issued in Contra Costa County

Stein 
...from Front Page

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

RETAIL BAKE SHOP
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON, CA 94707

(510) 596-9935
OPEN DAILY: 7:30AM - 3PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM

committee of Jim [Watt] and me and Sarah [Gough] and Alex [Aquino-Fike] from the 
police side got some good news. We were told that the fire chief and the police chief 
would discuss bringing a police presence back to the PSB. Mary [Morris-Mayorga, at 
that time interim general manager of the KFPD] scheduled a call with Jim and me to say 
the fire chief was open to this as long as there was no evidence or ammunition kept in 
the building. [El Cerrito/Kensington Fire Chief Eric Saylors was concerned that fire-
fighters could be exposed to fentanyl if evidence from a police investigation was stored 
in the building.] Then we were told that the police chief had agreed to discuss this with 
the fire chief. It was good news. Even though this would likely require two locations for 
police, we thought we were headed toward a solution. Then those letters from the unions 
came out. Some people assumed those letters were from the chiefs, but they came from 
the unions. Our board voted in April ’23 to send a letter to the KPPCSD that we wel-
comed a proposal from them to use the first floor to come back into the PSB. They never 
acknowledged that letter, and the police directors stopped working with us after that. 
Then they gave the PowerPoint presentation at their May 7 meeting saying that moving 
back into the PSB was no longer an option. We weren’t given any warning. It was a 
shock. We thought we had it solved.

How would you describe your tenure on the board between 2022-24?
I felt that it started out positively because I felt that both boards were on the same page 

about looking for a solution to house our police and bring them back to Kensington. 
When that fell apart, it became less productive. Conversations immediately turned to 
consolidation, but I felt that community sentiment really was about bringing the police 
back to Kensington. I felt that it was a very small group of people who were pushing 
consolidation, and in some way, there was an element of revenge on former fire boards.

Why did you resign?
There were several reasons. I felt that we were not pursuing a neutral evaluation of 

consolidation. I was very frustrated at the November 7 ’24 joint meeting. I’d spent a lot 
of time preparing feedback about Ridgeline’s analysis of the financial aspects of con-
solidating the two districts. But it became clear at that meeting that there was very little 
interest in critiquing the joint analysis. We had agreed that the analysis would first go to 
each individual board and then suddenly it became a joint meeting. That silenced any 
meaningful dialogue about the impact and the joint analysis. Then there is my decreas-
ing confidence in the financial management of the fire district and the pushback on my 
raising my concerns. It became a no-win proposition for me to continue.

What do you consider the most pressing issues facing Kensington?
I think it’s imperative that we have management staff who at minimum live within easy 

driving distance of Kensington. We have managers who could not easily drive here if we 
have an emergency. The fire district manager lives a good two hours away, and the police 
district manager lives in Portland. In an emergency, we need managers on deck. I’m also 
concerned that district decisions and activities have become paralyzed pending con-
solidation. Another reason that I ended up becoming disillusioned was that I was really 
inspired by some of my early meetings with Eric Saylors. I thought that maybe we could 
use the Kensington fire district as a nexus to help coordinate fire coverage on this side of 
the hills. Our dispatch is coming from the other side of the hills, Albany has a separate 
system, Berkeley a separate system. The ambulance service is disjointed. I was inspired 
by some of his ideas that we could bring together services from across county lines. I 
had put a lot of hope into the idea that our board could have these discussions with him. 
It would be a more modern, regional way of solving public safety service delivery prob-
lems. That to me was a consolidation that made sense. I don’t think consolidation should 
be used to solve what are essentially administrative problems. But I was unable to get 
the fire board to even have discussions about that.

What should residents be worried about?
In light of the LA fires, I think that residents are learning about what would have made 

a difference to saving homes and saving lives. Residents should insist that we take a 
rational and evidence-based approach to public safety and fire protection and prioritize 
how we focus our resources for the safety of Kensington. For instance, home-hardening 
has really made a difference. We need an education campaign on home-hardening. And 
more emphasis on evacuation planning is critical. Taking the fire district’s accumulated 
resources and potentially diverting them to building a police station for a very small 
police department is going to have a massive effect on resources for fire protection.

If you could go back and change a few things, what would those be?

The one thing that I’ve thought a lot about is if I could go back to 2020 I would have 
changed the fire district’s decision to change the way the district is managed. The fire 
district used to function the way every other fire district does, with the fire chief playing 
a central role and the district manager managing finances and the El Cerrito contract. I 
think making the switch from a district manager to a general manager attracts a differ-
ent kind of individual to the job that is not beneficial to a small fire protection district. 
We also enacted a set of policies that distanced the board from financial oversight—
really, oversight in general. I know why it happened, but I wish we would have slowed 
down and taken our time. We had too many changes all at once in 2019-2020. I think 
that Janice [Kosel] had a lot of good ideas in 2019. She was the voice of experience, but 
instead we adopted changes that would have been better off if we’d adopted them as 
pilot proposals that could be reevaluated in a year or two. For example, the emergency 
preparedness committee has ended up using a lot of staff resources. I think it should be 
evaluated, but there seems no turning back. We should have slowed down before making 
some of these decisions that became permanent.

Do you have regrets?
Honestly, I regret having run again. I was not planning to run again, and so I did 

something I didn’t really want to do. That almost never turns out well. And then I regret 
staying. My objective was bringing the police back to Kensington. When I saw that fail, 
I should have left then. And then I was very invested in forming a strategic cross-county 
effort at fire prevention on this side of the hills. As soon as I saw there was no interest in 
investigating that, it was another time I should have left. I believe it’s bordering on neg-
ligence to dissolve a fire district in times like this. I’ve been hanging on, and that usually 
doesn’t turn out well. It’s a life lesson.

You’ve been one of the hardest working board directors. What will you do now in your 
“ free time”?

Well, certainly I have a number of personal projects that have fallen by the wayside. I 
have professional opportunities. I’m looking forward to taking on as new challenges. I’m 
trying to consider how to channel what I’ve learned as a fire protection district director in 
a way that could have positive outcomes for the community. For example, writing grant 
proposals with what I’ve learned. Being an individual contributor. You can use your voice 
as a private citizen more effectively sometimes than you can as a board director.

                    

 

Slim Chance Circus School - All-Ages Unicycle and 
Juggling Class
Discover the joy of circus arts with our unicycle and juggling class hosted by 
Slim Chance! Whether you're a total beginner or looking to refine your skills, 
this class is open to all ages and skill levels.

When: Thursday evenings, 6:00 PM - 7:15 PM

Where: Recreation Building Classroom A (Kensington Park near the 
flat upper lawn)

Cost: $20 per person (drop-in). Family discounts available!

Join us for a fun-filled session where you'll learn balance, coordination, and 
creativity while mastering the art of unicycling and juggling. No experience? 
No problem! 

Come solo, bring friends, or make it a family affair—everyone is welcome.

Family Yoga in the Park with Lori Hess
Join Way to Glow Kids Yoga for some family yoga time where parents and 
kids will playfully explore yoga poses, breathing exercises, and mindfulness 
activities together. Family Yoga will take place on rotating weekend days @ 
10:00-10:45 (kids aged 2 to 5) on the grassy lawn outside the KCC Office/
Recreation Building (past the tennis courts). If possible, please bring a 
waterproof blanket/tarp, two yoga mats (we will have extra mats available), 
warm layers, and a water bottle. February dates: Saturday 2/1, Sunday 
2/9, Saturday 2/15 and Sunday 2/23. Suggested cost: $25 per class; dis-
counted tuition and scholarships are available. Class will be run on a drop-
in basis.. Please complete a registration form at https://bit.ly/38Sq91k and 
contact Lori Hess waytoglowkidsyoga@gmail.com with questions about the 
class.

The Kensington Outlook can now be found at: KensingtonOutlook.
comArchive copies can also be found on our website dating back to 2003.

 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Instagram
@KensingtonCommunityCouncil

KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave.,  
Recreation Building Kensington CA 94707 
E-mail: Info@KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org, or call 510-525-0292.  
Our website is: www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In January, KASEP kicked off another exciting session, offering over 75 
engaging classes each week for kids in TK through 6th grade! From sewing, 
judo, and gymnastics to circus arts, tennis, cooking, and hula hoop, there's 
something for everyone to enjoy and explore.

Mark your calendars for Spring Registration:

 Tuesday, March 4th 
 7:00 PM: TK & Kindergarten, 7:30 PM: Grades 1-6

Don't miss out on the chance to sign up for our fun-filled and enriching 
classes!

Other important dates

 Winter break February 17-21 
 Summer Camp Registration February 25th 
 Spring KASEP Registration March 4th

Summer camp
KCC is excited to announce another fun-filled summer of KCC Summer 
Camp for 2025! Designed for children entering 1st grade in Fall 2025 through 
incoming 6th graders, our camp runs for 9 weeks, from Monday, June 16th, 
to Friday, August 15th. Families can enroll by the week, giving you flexibility to 
fit your summer plans. Each day is packed with engaging activities, includ-
ing tennis lessons, arts and crafts, sports and games, and exciting themed 
activities like carpentry, ceramics, Legos, and more. Join us for a summer full 
of creativity, learning, and fun!

Online Camp Registration opens February 25th at 7:00pm 
We will begin taking camp counselor and CIT applications in March.

Winter Schedule for Adult and Family Classes

Kensington Community Education
KASEP: Kensington After School Program

Cardio Dance with Karma Smart
Fridays 11:30am-12:30 

Community Center 

Cost $15 drop in or register online

Tai Chi with Nobuo Nishi 
Wednesdays & Fridays from 9:30-11:00am 

Drop-in fee is $15

Yoga with Anja Borgstrom
Strength & Balance Yoga -Tuesdays at 8:30am

Gentle Yoga - Thursdays at 11:30

Cost is $20 drop in or register onlineRegister at  
KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org/adult-and-family-classes

the French troubadour tradition. Which, according to my research, was influenced by 
singing slave girls from Muslim Spain. We’ve come a long way since those ballads sung 
by lute-strumming dudes in tights and long hair. Those angst-ridden songs of longing 
and poetry, were the predecessors of the many genres of the modern love song.

Photo: Mohammad Minhaz/Unsplash
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a certified B Corporation & Green Business
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Z I P C O D E EAST BAY.C O M 

BUYING and  SELLING
ZIP CODE EAST BAYwith

THINKING OF MOVING THIS YEAR?

We have something for everyone in 
Kensington & beyond, from modern 

bungalows to luxury, multigenerational 
homes. Give us a call to learn more about 

which houses are coming on the market.

SELL YOUR HOME FOR MORE $$$$$$$

To maximize the sales price of your home, 
we offer home renovation services, from 
cosmetic upgrades to full remodels. Best 
of all, you don’t pay a penny for renovations 
until the close of escrow. Sell confidently 
through our expert team!

MAKE YOUR REAL ESTATE DREAMS A REALITY!

Don’t just find a house; we’ll help you 
acquire your home. We practice real 

estate differently for a reason: because 
we believe in building community, putting, 
people & the planet before profit through 

our work. Give us a call to learn how.

E A C H  O F F I C E  I S  I N D E P E N D E N T LY  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R AT E D .  D R E  0 2 0 2 9 0 3 9 .
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1656 Shattuck Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94709

510.848.1950

1960 Mountain Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94611

510.339.0400

3070 Claremont Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94705

510.652.2133

A Legacy of Serving our Community

Albany | Berkeley | El Cerrito  
Kensington | Oakland | Piedmont

grubbco.com

Embrace the Warmth at Pho Ao Seng           
By Ittai Shiu

As the temperatures drop and winter’s chill sets in, there’s nothing quite as comfort-
ing as a warm bowl of Pho (pronounced fuh). The classic Vietnamese dish featuring rice 
noodles served in a rich broth with meat and veggies is perfect for those cold days. And 
for the residents of our community, Pho Ao Seng in Albany has been the go-to spot since 
2015.

Perfect Pho broth is an art that requires time and patience. The process involves sim-
mering beef bones with an aromatic blend of star anise, cloves, cinnamon, coriander, 
cardamom, and fennel for hours. While this meticulous preparation ensures the highest 
quality, the time investment is never felt by customers. The service at Pho Ao Seng is 
friendly, efficient, and fast…and I mean lightning fast, quicker than many drive-thrus 
or fast-food joints. It feels like the moment you set down the menu after ordering one of 
their signature combinations, a steaming bowl of goodness is placed in front of you.

“Fresh” is the key theme at Pho Ao Seng. The diverse combinations feature fresh 
ingredients like beef, brisket, meatballs, tripe, and tendon. Fresh veggies such as bean 
sprouts, mint leaves, and chilis accompany every meal, allowing diners to add them to 
their bowls and customize their dining experience. Not to be overlooked are the fresh-cut 
flowers adorning the restaurant, adding fragrance and elegance to the environment.

While Pho is undoubtedly the star of the show, there’s much more to explore on the 
menu at Pho Ao Seng. Their specialty Chicken Noodle Soup (Pho Ga) offers a less busy 
but equally warming option, with rice noodles served in a long-simmered chicken broth 
with tender shredded chicken. 

If you’re looking for a starter, the rolls are a must-try. One of my favorites is Bo Bia, 
filled with dried shrimp, scrambled eggs, jicama, and peanuts, offering a balance of 
crunchy veggies and savory sausage. Another popular option is the Nha Trang Style 
Grilled Pork Spring Rolls, a delicious blend of grilled pork paste, lettuce, mint, carrot, 
cucumber, chive, and rice vermicelli, all wrapped in thin rice paper.

Bun (pronounced Boon) are rice noodles typically served cold, with hot toppings or 
broths. Consider the Bun Cha which is served with Hanoi Style Charbroiled Pork in light 

 
Save the Date for Second Town Hall on Consolidation
By Daniel Levine, president, Kensington Fire Protection District 
The Kensington Fire Protection District and the Kensington Police Protection and Com-
munity Services District will hold a joint Town Hall on March 1 at 10am in the Kens-
ington Community Center on the proposal to combine the two districts into one unified 
district. There will be a presentation on the issues from both boards’ committees and the 
opportunity for the community to give comments and ask questions.

CARPET • TILE • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • VINYL • LINOLEUM • INSTALLATION

Pho Ao Seng
655 San Pablo in Albany

fish vinaigrette or the Bun Bo Xao Xa 
which includes thinly sliced beef stir-
fried with lemongrass and herbs served 
over a bed of shredded vegetables along 
with house fish sauce. These provide a 
delightful contrast in textures and tem-
peratures that are great options moving 
into the summer.  

For now, if you find yourself shivering 
from the cold and yearning for some-
thing to raise your temperature quickly, 
head over to Pho Ao Seng. The short-
est distance between you and a warm, 
hearty meal is just an order away. 

Passings
On November 30, Barbara Wylie Nelson died in Grand Junction, 

CO., where she lived near her daughter Karen. Barbara was born in 
1930 to Margaret Hilson Wylie and Robert Lyons Wylie, in Man-
chester, New Hampshire. She grew up in New England during the 
Depression and had many memories of times of shortage. During 
World War II she lived under blackout conditions at night as a pre-
caution from Nazi submarines. After Barbara graduated from high 
school, her family moved after her father accepted a transfer to Swift 
and Co., a meat packer in Portland, OR. Barb served as secretary to the Dean of Students 
where she was also a student.

Barb was a lifelong swimmer. During her time in Oregon, Barb joined a water ballet 
group and performed in the first water ballet show in Forest Grove. When Barb was 21, 
she moved to Berkeley, where she served as secretary to the superintendent of the Berke-
ley Unified School District.  She met and married Henry (Hank) Nelson in 1955.

When Barb gave birth to their first son Scott in 1957, she stopped working, and the 
family moved to Kensington. They had Barry in 1959 and Karen in 1962. Barb and 
Hank spent many of their summers camping and hiking with their children while travel-
ing across the country, stopping at historical sites, museums and national parks. Barb 
shared her love of hiking, swimming and gardening with her children. 

She was active in the Friends of the Kensington Library, including serving as presi-
dent. As their kids got older, Barb became a part-time gardener—including serving as 
the gardener for the town of Kensington.

She and Hank traveled extensively, including bicycling in Holland, visiting Turkey, 
hiking in Costa Rica and driving trips along the California and Oregon coast. Barb lived 
a good and long life and was a much-loved mother. She was predeceased by Hank. Barb 
left this world under her own terms without fear and looking forward to the next adven-
ture. Barb had the love and support of her three children right up to the end—which is 
now a new beginning. Barb’s family and friends hold gratitude for her love and many 
years of friendship.

Wendy Street Bergman, age 81, passed away on September 26, 
2024. She was born on February 26, 1943 in Denver, CO. to Dr. 
Bernard and Ms. Mary Lou Street, the second daughter in a family 
of four children. After the war, Wendy and her family moved to 
Northfield, MN. Wendy entered Carleton College and met her hus-
band Robert (“Bob”) Bergman there; they were married in the Street 
home in 1965, shortly after Wendy’s graduation.  Bob had graduated 
from Carleton two years earlier and was pursuing a Ph.D. in Chem-
istry at the University of Wisconsin. Wendy joined him there where she completed an 
M.A. in Education.

After several more moves and the birth of their two sons, Michael and David, Wendy’s 
growing interest in early childhood education led to her active participation in Kensing-
ton Hilltop Elementary School, where her boys were enrolled. Later she obtained her 
CA teaching certificate at UC Berkeley, and then was employed as a full-time teacher at 
Manzanita Community Elementary School in Oakland. She remained in regular contact 
with many of her teaching certificate classmates who have remained in the Bay Area.

While she was employed and even after she retired, Wendy continued to contribute 
to the community around her, especially with organizations dedicated to education. 
She participated extensively in parent organizations at El Cerrito High and in the Read 
Aloud Volunteer Program at West Contra Costa County Schools and in CASA (Court 
Appointed Special Advocates) of Contra Costa, spending hours working on the educa-
tion and well-being of mostly disadvantaged kids. Encouraged by her mother Mary Lou 
and sister Susan, Wendy became a member of the P.E.O. Chapter EL, a philanthropic 
educational organization where women help women to achieve their educational goals 
through scholarships.

Wendy was consistently kind and thoughtful; she almost never declined requests for 
help.  She was a consummate cook, amassing several hundred recipes.  She loved to 
entertain family and friends and never seemed to lack for a cheerful word, even with 
others who were dealing with difficult times in their lives. Wendy struggled with slowly 
increasing dementia during the last nine years of her life, but almost to the end she never 
failed to brighten when family or friends came to see her. She could never walk by flow-
ers without remarking about how beautiful they were, and she could never walk by a 
small child without initiating a cheerful conversation with them.

Wendy is survived by her children David and Michael, her husband Robert, her sib-
lings Susan and Bernard, and her grandchildren Darren and McCovey. Please join us in 
making donation(s) to the BASIS program of Community Resources for Science (Bay 
Area).

A resident of Kensington since 1987, Gina De Sousa passed away 
on December 26. She was born in Boston, Massachusetts on July 5, 
1940. She was a member of a large Cape Verdean community.

Gina had a number of friends in the Bay Area but no relatives. She 
has cousins in Boston, including Tony and John Costa. 

Gina had several careers: Accounting, horticulture, real estate, and 
social work. She began working as a social worker in the ‘70s for 
the county. She became a licensed clinical social worker in 1981. In 
1995, she went into full-time private practice as a psychotherapist. She was a member of 
the National Association of Social Workers.

Gina loved movies, theater, comedy, and live jazz and blues. She also loved spending 
time with her poodle dog, Taffy. A memorial service will be scheduled at a future date. 

Longtime Kensington resident Violette P. Gallardo passed away 
in October at the age of 97. She is survived by her three children, 
three grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. Vi Gallardo was 
born in Minot, North Dakota to Ukrainian immigrants Mike and 
Lydia Philipanko. Their extended family was part of a wave of 
homesteaders establishing wheat farms in the area.

At the age of 14, Vi moved to Sacramento to live with family 
members who had migrated to the West Coast, where she attended 
high school and Sacramento State. Vi then relocated to San Francisco, where she held 
various administrative positions. She met her spouse of 66 years, James F. Gallardo, 
through her brother-in-law at a Bay Area boating event.
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Vi became enamored of the Kensington community on a visit prior to her marriage and 
hoped to settle there. After their first son Gregory, was born, Vi and Jim purchased their 
home on Rugby Avenue and subsequently had two more children, Janice and Charles, 
residing in Kensington from 1958 to 2022. 

Vi held several important positions, the last of which was as a grant administrator in 
the Botany Department at UC Berkeley. She also assisted at Gallardo Interiors after 
retiring from the university.

Vi was very active in community events throughout her long tenure in Kensington. 
She was an Honorary Service Member of the local PTA organizations from kinder-
garten through high school, as well as teaching Sunday School at Arlington Commu-
nity Church. Vi was reliably involved with her kids’ activities, including scouting and 
running the snack shack for baseball. She made sure her kids were exposed to the arts, 
music, and sports, and was a strong guide and support in their academic paths.

As her children matured and moved into their adult lives, Vi became a member of PEO, 
rising to statewide positions. Vi spearheaded a reentry program connecting PEO and UC 
Berkeley, interviewing female students needing scholarship assistance. Vi was particu-
larly proud of the successes of this program.

She was a member of a successful women’s investment group (TWIG) and devoted 
countless hours to the Turnabout Shop in El Cerrito, a resale boutique that provides orth-
odontia services to underserved children.

Vi’s great passion and acumen at raising orchids drew her to the El Cerrito Garden 
Club, where she held many positions. When Vi left the area in 2022, she donated her 
stunning collection of orchids to a local orchid rescue.

Vi was well-known for her great sense of style, taking great pride in her wardrobe 
throughout her life, with a preference for beautiful and colorful outfits. Her style was 
also evidenced by her expertise in planning events and her impeccable sense of taste and 
excellence in cooking. An avid reader, Vi was a member of three book clubs. 

Vi’s generosity and loyalty to close friends and family is an inspiration to all who knew 
her. She lived with a determination to assist those in need and greatly valued staying 
connected to current issues throughout her community and the world at large. She is 
greatly missed.

We are all grieving the loss of Eileen Rose Amandes McNally 
who recently passed away from cancer on December 4.  Born on July 
2, 1960 in Burlington, Wisconsin, Eileen was the seventh of eleven 
children of Phil and Virginia Amandes; she was raised in Crystal 
Lake near Chicago.  Married to Peter McNally in 1998, Eileen and 
Peter raised their two children Clarissa (25), Gwendolyn (22), and 
dogs Casey, Jasper, and Gavin in their home of 26 years in Kensington. 

Soon after earning her degree at Evergreen State College in Olym-
pia, Washington in 1986, Eileen relocated to the East Bay in 1987 where she applied 
her education in nutrition and health, which led to a career in medical administration at 
Gandy Clinic and at McKinnon Institute in Oakland. She had a deep love and apprecia-
tion of live music which she honored by signing on as a “Blue Coat” with concert pro-
moter Bill Graham Presents for 10 years where she was fortunate to meet up backstage 
with talented musicians whom she admired greatly such as Bonnie Raitt, Jacob Dylan, 
and the most gracious Tom Petty.    

Eileen was passionate about advocating and standing up for what she believed in. She 
attended many protests and was involved in local politics, fighting for environmental 
causes, social justice, women's health and healthy food for everyone. Having embraced 
the virtues of a healthy and organic diet since college, Eileen shared and applied the 
virtues of healthy and balanced nutrition with her family. She also had a love for work-
ing with children. Eileen spent her time in the 2010s helping the KASEP enrichment 
program, which was a truly rewarding experience for both Eileen and the youngsters of 
Kensington!

Other cherished family memories include summers with the girls at Lake Tahoe, weeks 
in Hawaii, Lair of the Bear family camp, home exchanges across the states and Europe, 
road trips throughout the west, and shows at the Greek Theater. Eileen was into bicy-
cling, hiking, yoga, and cross-country skiing.  

A celebration of life memorial event is planned for Sunday afternoon May 25, 2025 
at the Coventry Grove amphitheater at 500 Coventry Road.  In lieu of flowers, you are 
encouraged to donate to the Breast Cancer Prevention Partners, 1388 Sutter St. #901, 
San Francisco, CA 94109 or www.BCPP.org.


