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Gioia outlines plan to tackle violence in county

Outlook names EditorCourt awards Scher more than $28,000 in attorney fees
A Contra Costa Judge awarded concert

promoter turned philanthropist Danny
Scher more than $28,000 in attorney fees
after ruling that fines the county levied on
him for fundraisers at his home violated
his first amendment rights.

"The use of one's home for fundraising
events is not an uncommon occurrence and
it is everyone's right to freedom of speech
and association to use one's home for such
events," said Contra Costa Superior Court
Judge John Sugiyama.

The award of attorneys fees  made in
December followed a tentative decision in
November that found the county's zoning
laws were vague and overbroad and that

departments on improving violence pre-
vention, leveraging resources and maxi-
mizing partnerships with cities, school dis-
tricts and federal and state agencies. 

As part of the plan, Gioia outlines six
specific issues that will be considered first
by the new committee.  They include:

Consider contracting with Rubicon, a
nationally recognized non-profit mental
health and substance abuse service provider
based in Contra Costa, to have their non-
profit landscape business perform grounds
maintenance and landscape services for
some of our many County facilities.   

Work with officials to expand the coun-
ty's "Clean Slate" program, which provides
legal counseling to remove barriers to
employment, education and housing for
those who have completed serving their
time for certain types of convictions.  

Costa; and we need to take a stand to pre-
vent a new generation of youth from being
exposed to risk factors that increase vio-
lence, wherever they live."

About two-thirds or $1 billion of the coun-
ty's $1.5 billion in budget is spent on criminal
justice, health, social services and preschool,
and Gioia said there are many opportunities to
make existing programs more effective,
focused and better leverage federal, state and
private monies already available for programs
that could prevent violence.

The agenda renews an earlier effort in the
county.  In 1994, voters overwhelming sup-
ported an advisory measure on a violence
prevention plan, but the plan petered out.

To lead the effort, Gioia is establishing a
Violence Prevention Ad Hoc Committee
consisting of himself and Supervisor
Federal Glover to work with county

The Kensington Community Council named
John Feld, a North Berkeley writer, photogra-
pher and graphic artist, as the editor of the
Kensington Outlook to replace outgoing editor
Daniel Levine.  Feld begins in his new post with
the March issue of the Outlook

the fines levied on Scher violated his first
amendment right to free speech. 

At that time the judge struck down all
three fines the county had issued to Scher
for a total of $800 for fundraising concerts
held at his Coventry Rd. home. 

The county had told Scher that such
events violated county zoning rules and
that he needed to get a permit to hold the
concerts at his backyard amphitheater. 

In setting the attorney fees at
$28,622.50, Sugiyama awarded more than
$9,500 over the fees calculated by Scher's
attorney Lowell Finley based on the time
he put into the case and a reasonable hourly
rate. Scher said it was recognition of the

"exceptional" job his attorney did in argu-
ing the case. 

Attorneys for the county argued that
Scher was only entitled to a return of his
$25 court filing fee. The county is not
expected to appeal the decision. 

Some of Scher's neighbors complained
that even though the events were fundrais-
ers, they were commercial in nature and
inappropriate for a residential area. 

Supervisor John Gioia, who led the
effort to craft a temporary events ordinance
for the county, said that new law removes
the ambiguity from the county’s zoning
laws. It allows such fundraisers as Scher
holds, but limits their size and frequency.

Up to their
RabbitEars

Supervisor John Gioia, who became
chair of the Contra Costa County Board of
Supervisors in January, outlined a multi-
pronged plan to address violence through-
out the county. 

Members of the board rotate to serve
one-year term as chair.

In a speech January 10 in which he out-
lined the challenges and opportunities for
the county Gioia, who represents
Kensington, described Contra Costa as one
of the wealthiest counties in the state, but
also one afflicted with poverty, violent
crime and poor performance in its schools. 

"We should not tolerate the disparities
between these two worlds," he said. "We
need to take a stand against violent crime
in any part of our county; we need to take
a stand against failing school performance
and high dropout rates anywhere in Contra

When Judy Hardin and Yuri Ito showed up at their Kensington pet store
RabbitEars on New Year's Eve day, they discovered the animals were sur-
rounded by a flood of water caused by the heavy rains.

The pet store, located behind Ace Hardware in the former location of the
Arlington Veterinary Clinic, had about four inches of water through the store.
Though none of the animals were harmed, they needed to be relocated as the
store had to get the water out and replace the floor. 

Though Hardin didn't have an ark ready to load, neighbors came to the res-
cue.  Customers, even those without experience with certain types of animals,
provided temporary homes for the animals the store rescues from Contra
Costa County shelters. 

There was about four inches of water throughout the store and water was
leaking from the ceiling. In the absence of sandbags, the store used bags of
kitty litter to keep additional water from seeping into the store. 

"We began bailing as much water as possible, but there was no power until
much later in the day, so we couldn't even operate the power vacuum," said Hardin. 

In all, neighbors provided temporary shelter to nine rabbits, six hamsters,
six rats, a wild parrot and a mouse.

No Ark in Sight: Judy Hardin, co-owner of Rabbitears, in her store with Jeannette, a new addition that is up for
adoption.  The Kensington pet store suffered flooding in the year-end deluge that required the store to get
neighbors to temporarily relocate its animals.  

OO UU TT LL OO OO KK
Call on all video game arcades in this

county to remove any violent video games
that are accessible to those under 18.  

Develop a program to increase early
intervention mental health services in our
Head Start pre-schools.  

Develop a strategy for using Proposition 63
"early intervention and prevention" mental
health funds for expanding school-based
mental health services to at-risk youth.  

Work to expand the Welcome Home
Baby Program to provide home visits to
500 additional new mothers per year,
adding to the current 700 per year. 

“The tragedies of violence take a toll on all
families in our county,” Gioia said. “We need to
recognize that the quality of life for all Contra
Costans depends on maintaining the highest
quality of life in all regions and for all races and
ethnicities, not just some.”

See story page 3



February 2006 Kensington Outlook Page 2

Kensington Outlook

Editor
Daniel S. Levine

editor@kensingtonoutlook.com

Advertising  Manager
Alma Key

advertising@kensingtonoutlook.com

The Kensington Outlook is available
online at www.kensingtonoutlook.com
courtesy of www.aboutkensington.com

As of Feb. 1 John Feld becomes editor
of the Kensington Outlook. His email
will be editor@kensingtonoutlook.com.

Editorial  (510) 647-5017
Classified Ads  (510) 526-3241
Display Ads (510) 526-3241

The Kensington Outlook is delivered
free to residents. Non-resident subscrip-
tions are available for $10 a year by send-
ing a check made payable to KCC to the
Kensington Outlook, 59 Arlington Ave.,
Kensington, CA 94707

The Kensington Outlook is published ten
times a year by the non-profit Kensington
Community Council.  It is published
monthly except for combined
December/January and  July/August
issues. Please call for advertising rates,
space, availability and size restrictions.
The  advertising  deadline  for  the  March
issue  is  February  8.  The editorial dead-
line is January 10.   Send mail to:
Kensington Outlook, 59 Arlington Ave..,
Kensington, CA 94707. The Kensington
Outlook welcomes letters to the editor
and reserves the right to cut and edit
those for clarity and length.

Copyright 2006
Kensington Community Council

The Kensington Community Council thanks all of
the recent contributors to its annual fund drive. The
generosity of community members provides criti-
cal support for Kensington’s recreation and educa-
tion programs as well as the Kensington Outlook.
If you would like to make a tax deductible contri-
bution, please send it the Kensington Community
Council, 59 Arlington Avenue, Kensington 94707.
Gifts of $25 or more are acknowledged below.

$100
Carl and Lisa Brodsky
David and Susan Garfin
Peter Lahti
Jeanne McHugh

$60
Howard Naftzger

$50
H.J. and June Browne
Michelle and Marc Hellerstein
John and Lois Hoagland
Egon Hoyer and Annette McCoubrey-Hoyer
Richard and Anna Mae Morrish
Robert and Beverly Prowse
James and Elda Sayles

$30
Richard Carll

$25
Steven and Ilene Aultman
Van Baldwin
C. Carman
Joann Cheesman
Agnes Chen
Carolyn and Philip Cowan
Jean-Paul Cucuel
B.J. Davis
Virginia Fox
Lita Fries
Evelyn Hayes
Iva Dora and Richard Jones
Linda Lipscomb
Eileen Nottoli
Arno Schniewind
Kerstin Joslyn Schremp
Ronald and Shirley Shiromoto
Larry and Ann Sullivan
Bob and Claire Wasser
Betty and William Webster
Albert and Connie Weinhold

KCC continues fund drive 

Kensington Park’s Tot Lot is one example of
what community donations to KCC support.

NEW PHONE NUMBERS



The Kensington Municipal Advisory Council
will review Kensington's planning ordinance on
the first anniversary of its enactment.

The planning ordinance, the result of
five years of work between the community
members and supervisor John Gioia, seeks
to balance the rights of people to improve
their properties while protecting neighbors
rights to protect their views, privacy and
sunlight against unreasonable impediments
from projects on nearby properties. 

In approving the ordinance the Contra
Costa County Board of Supervisors estab-
lished a one-year review.  As part of the
review process, the Kensington Municipal
Advisory Council is seeking public input
from applicants and neighbors who have
been involved with the process since it
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KCC names new editor to the Outlook

The Kensington Community Council
named John Feld, a graphic designer and
freelance journalist, as editor of the
Kensington Outlook.

Feld begins in his new post Feb.1 following
the publication of this issue. He replaces
Daniel Levine, who stepped down from the
post after more than two and a half years. 

"We were pleased to find someone with
John's experience and qualifications and
are confident we will have a smooth transi-
tion, said KCC President Ted
Blanckenberg.

Feld lives in North Berkeley with his
wife Erma Wheatly, an artist. A native of
England, Feld has been widely involved in
the graphics world as a graphic designer,
and owner of a large photographic studio,

graphics trainer and system integrator of
graphics software and networks to manag-
ing the creative concept and development
of graphic software. 

Recently he edited and published The
Graphics Report, a monthly publication for
graphic designers. He now writes for a
variety of graphics publications, and an
online university where he teaches and
writes courses in graphics.

In his free time, he cooks and illustrates
books. To contact Feld about editorial
issues, use the new Outlook number at
647-5017 or send email editor@kensingto-
noutlook.com.

Levine, who continues to report for the San
Francisco Business Times, stepped down
from the Outlook to pursue other projects. 

KMAC holds hearing on property
ordinance a year after implementation

Supervisors reappoint three, add one to KMAC
The Contra Costa County board of

supervisors reappointed three incumbents
on the Kensington Municipal Advisory
Council and named a former county fish
and wildlife commissioner to fill an open-
ing as an alternate. 

The board reappointed KMAC members
Kay Reed, Ray Barazza and Pamela Brown. 

It also named Gordon Becker, an envi-
ronmental planner and biologist, to fill an
opening for an alternate on the council.  Ed
Detemer’s term as an alternate expired and
he did not seek reappointment.

Becker previously served on the

County's Fish and Wildlife Committee.
The Kensington Municipal Advisory

Council is charged with making recom-
mendations to the Contra Costa County
Board of Supervisors on land use, plan-
ning, zoning variance applications, code
enforcement and code changes.

In addition, the council has a broad
charge to advise the board on county serv-
ices, to provide input to the board and
county staff on issues of concern to the
community and to serve as a liaison
between the community and Supervisor
John Gioia.

became effective in February 2005.
The ordinance requires the zoning admin-

istrator to evaluate siting, size, bulk, building
envelope, height, setbacks, relative scale, off-
street parking spaces, window placement, arti-
ficial lighting and location of mechanical
devices and evaluate them on the basis of their
impacts on the neighboring properties and
compatibility with the neighborhood with
regard to bulk and scale.

The review of the ordinance will take
place at the regular meeting of the
Kensington Municipal Advisory Council at
7 p.m. Tuesday, February 28 at the
Kensington Community Center. A copy of
the ordinance is available for inspection on
the council’s page of the
Aboutkensington.com website.

KCC president Ted Blanckenberg (left) with new  Kensington Outlook editor John Feld.
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Neighborhood Notes
KCC cooking up annual Spring Celebration

The Kensington Library,
in an effort to better serve
children who go to the
library after school while
their parents finish their
workdays, is developing
new programs and activi-
ties to cater to them.

Starting February 3, children can come
to the Library to see an engaging, high-
quality, feature-length movie Movies will
be shown once a month on a Friday in the
Storytime room at 3p.m. and will not last
longer than an one hour and 45 minutes.  

The first movie will be The NeverEnding
Story. Based on the book by the same title, the
NeverEnding Story is about a boy named
Bastian, who takes an ancient story book and

is transported to
a fantasy world
where he must
save the land of
Fantasia from
d e s t r u c t i o n .
Snacks will be
provided during
the film.

The film
series is made
p o s s i b l e
through a pur-
chase of a license by the Friends of the
Kensington Library.

Also starting in February, the Library
will have jigsaw puzzles, chess and check-
ers available for use in the library. 

Library introduces monthly after-school film series

The Kensington Community Council's
annual Spring Celebration is not only offer-
ing neighbors a chance to meet, but also
parents a night out. 

The event, sponsored by Marvin Gardens
Real Estate and Andronico's Market, marks
its 17th year. Free childcare featuring
games, pizza and a movie will be available.

The festivities kick off Saturday March
18 at 6:30 p.m. and will feature music and a
silent auction. Beer, wine and finger foods
will be served. Tickets are $25 per person
and available at the door. 

Donations of art, books, jewelry and
other goods and services are appreciated.

Among the items already donated for this
year’s auction is a Junior tennis racket from
Alex Brown; Clay Art from Patty and Leo
Carrousel; a case of wine from Ruth Frassetto,
a color photo from Keith Jefferds; a KASEP

class of choice, the first registration slot and a
week of KCC Day Camp.

Also donated are a color etching from
Elizabeth Kavaler; a pie a month for a year
from Nation’s Foodservice, Inc.; pottery
from Anne Stewart; a photograph from Clif
Taylor, a watercolor from Carla Van Slyke
and a college admissions counseling ses-
sion from Jim and Dorothy Walker. 

This is an important fundraising event
for the Kensington Community Council
and helps support education and recreation
programs in Kensington, as well as the pub-
lication of this newspaper.  

To donate an item to the silent auction,
please call Danielle Power at 524-6737.
If you will be attending the party and
would like to take advantage of childcare
that evening,  please call Esther Hill at
525-0292. 

Gregory Littlejohn and his wife Meagan
Griffith Littlejohn, became the proud par-
ents of Chase Sophia Littlejohn on October
14.  Gregory grew up in Kensington in the
Coventry Rd. home he moved into a month
after he was born in 1967. His parents
David and Sheila Littlejohn still live there.
Greg attended Kensington Hilltop, then El
Cerrito and Salesian High Schools, and
worked at several local restaurants before
leaving the area. He and his wife live in
Nevada City where Greg works as a chef
and Meagan works as a homecare nurse.  

Child of Kensington Littlejohn has child of his own

Larry Lefebvre of Kensington Fine Foods prepares some of the mouth-watering delights
served at KCC’s Spring Celebration in 2005 with event co-chairs Robert Abraham and Betty
Ann Engel.  

Meagan, Chase and Gregory Littlejohn



Tennis
Alex Brown, USPTA tennis
pro, offers classes to a min-
imum of four students.
To register, call Brown at
524-5495.
Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 9-10 a.m.
5 classes/$40 per
resident; $45 per
non-resident
TENNIS COURTS (West Court)

Yoga for Health
Harmonize your body, mind, and spirit.  This
class involves basic Yoga poses, correct
body alignment, breathing techniques, and
relaxation.  Develop strength, flexibility,
endurance, and grace.  Therapeutic con-
cerns such as wrist, knee, neck and back

Acrylic Painting 
Stan Cohen leads this
informal but professional
workshop for established
and serious beginning
artists. Mornings are
devoted to developing
painting, with assistance
available. Afternoons are
reserved for class critique.
Enrollment is limited.
Instructor approval
required.
Instructor: Stan Cohen 
533-3003
Wednesdays, 
9:45 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
$32 per month
Non-residents add 10 percent
COMMUNITY CENTER
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Kensington CommunitKensington Communit y Educationy Education

AdultAdult ClassesClasses

YYouth Classesouth Classes
KASEP

Kensington After School
Enrichment Program

Building E, 59 Arlington Ave.
Kensington, CA 94707-1037

OFFICE HOURS 
10 a.m. to 4p.m. Mon.-Fri.
The office is closed and there will be no
KASEP classes during the school break,
February 20 - 24.  The winter session
ends March 24, 2006.  

Esther Hill, Director
525-0292
kccrec@yahoo.com 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Elma Conley
On-Site Supervisor
525-0292
during class hours

Sandy Thacker
Curriculum Coordinator 
482-1258

Instructor: 
Alex Brown (524-5495) 
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays
3:40-5:20 p.m.
Fees (payable
monthly):
$10 per class/resi-
dent
$11 per class/non-
resident
TENNIS COURTS

Still-Life Oil Painting Class
This course will cover the building
blocks of good painting, composition,
values, and paint application. All levels
welcome. To register and for a materi-
als list, please call (510) 528-2983.  
Instructor:  Barbara Ward

Session A runs:  
8 weeks, 
Wednesdays, 7- 9 pm, 
January 18 through March 8, 
$200.
Community Center

Session B runs:  
8 weeks, Fridays, 
January 20 through March 10, course
fee $200.
Recreation Building (Bldg. E)

KCC
Kensington Community Council

Esther Hill, Administrator
Kensington Community Council
Building E, 59 Arlington Ave.
Kensington, CA 94707-1037
525-0292
kccrec@yahoo.com

OFFICE HOURS 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
The office will be closed during the
school break, February 20-24.  

KCC OFFICE 
Building E is located across the grassy
field from the Community Center Annex
that houses The Neighborhood School.
NOTICES
To Register for Class
Call the office unless otherwise speci-
fied. Some classes have enrollment lim-
its. Those registering will be notified if
they cannot be enrolled.
Tennis Court Reservations
Reservations are for weekends and holi-
days only. The earliest reservation is for 9
a.m. Fees are $2 per hour for Kensington
residents, $5 for others. Call Esther Hill at
525-0292 for classes and tennis court
reservation information. For information on
renting the community center, please call
Helen Horowitz, 526-4141at the KPPCSD.

Gymnastics 
Students should wear loose clothing
such as leotards,
sweatpants, or
shorts. Long hair
must be tied in a
ponytail. To enroll,
call Judy Baker at
233-1833.
Instructors: Judy Baker
and Jean Jay
Morning Kindergartners:
11:45 a.m.-1:05 p.m.
Advanced Beginners, Grades
1-3:  
2:30 p.m.-3:20 p.m. 
Advanced Beginners, 
Grades 4-6:  
2:50 p.m.-3:40 p.m. 
Tuesdays, 11 weeks
COMMUNITY CENTER

Tennis 
In this class for students in Grades 6,
7,and 8, Alex Brown teaches the fun-
damentals of tennis, including strokes,
tactics, and sportsmanship. 
Classes consist of instruction, drills,
and play, and continue through the
school year. Students must register by
the month for one or two days a week.

Registration set for KASEP
and KCC summer camp

Registration for the spring session
of KASEP will be held on Tuesday,
March 7 at 7 p.m. at the Kensington
Community Center. Registration for
the 2006 KCC Summer Camp will
take place Thursday, March 16, 7 pm,
at the Community Center for
Kensington residents and alumni of
the camp.  Registration for nonresi-
dents will begin Monday, March 20, at
the KCC office.  Camp brochures and
applications will be available late
February at the KCC office. Look for
more details in the March issue of the
Outlook.

pain, and stress reduction will be
addressed.  No prior experience required -
all ages welcome.  Please bring a mat to
the class.  
Instructor Nicole Becker, a registered Yoga
teacher, was trained in Anusara Yoga and
has studied acupressure and Qi Gong.
She describes her teaching style as light-
hearted and welcoming and strives to
make each student feel cared for in his or
her practice of yoga.  For more information
please contact Nicole at (510) 798-8148.
Classes are Tuesdays and Thursdays,
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.  Fees for residents:  $12
for drop-in, $40 for 1 class per week for 4
weeks and $80 for 2 classes per week for
4 weeks.  Nonresidents please add 10 per-
cent.  To register, call the KCC office at
(510) 525-0292.  Classes will be held in the
Community Center.



Saturday, February 11
The Kensington Library will holds the sec-
ond of a free, five-part reading and discus-
sion series called "Let's Talk About It: Jewish
Literature - Identity and Imagination." Led by
Dr. Naomi Seidman of the Graduate
Theological Union, the discussion will be on
the book "Mr. Sammler's Planet" by Saul
Bellow at 2 p.m. at the Kensington Library,
61 Arlington Ave. Registration is recom-
mended, but not required.  Info: 524-3043.  
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Kensington Calendar
Lawson Rd., Kensington. Suggested donation:
$100; limited enrollment. To register, contact
Martha Helming 528-3417.

Wednesday, February 8 
Kensington Fire Protection District
meets at 7:30 in the Kensington Community
Center. Call to Confirm: 527-8395

Thursday, February 9
The El Cerrito Garden Club holds its regular
meeting at 9:30 a.m.in the El Cerrito
Community Center, 7007 Moeser Lane.  Apro-
gram on "Backyard Bugs" will be presented by
Alan I. Kaplan, retired naturalist from Tilden
Park Nature Area. Cost $3. Refreshments will
be served.  Info: 526-2976.

Thursday, February 9
The El Cerrito Library holds its Lapsit sto-
rytime at 10:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. for babies
and toddler up to age 3 and their caregivers
at 6510 Stockton Ave. Each meeting lasts
about 20 minutes and includes songs,
bounces, games and fingerplays in addition
to the stories. No registration is required.
Info: 526-7512.

Thursday, February 9
The Kensington Police Protection and
Community Service District meets at 7:30
p.m. in the Kensington Community Center.
Call to confirm: 526-4141

Saturday, February 11
Self Image/God Image: Write for Your Life
For Believers and Doubters led by Beth
Glick-Rieman from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. We
will write on this day to see what we say
about who we are. Using structured exer-
cises, we will write to gain fresh insight into
how images of God have shaped our lives,
either blocking or freeing. Suggested
Donation $40.00; bag lunch. To register,
contact Beth Glick-Rieman at 524-2858.

p.m. at the Kensington Library, 61
Arlington Ave. Refreshments pro-
vided.  Info: 524-3043. 

Saturday, February 4
The Magic Mirror That Never Lies:
An Introduction to Working with Your
Dreams and the Dreams of Others
led by Jeremy Taylor from 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1
Lawson Rd., Kensington. Suggested
donation: $45. To register, contact:
Martha Helming 528-3417. 

Sunday, February 5
Personal Theology Seminar: Beth
Glick-Rieman, author, ordained minister,
feminist theologian: God and Goddess:
Sexuality in the Bible at 9:30 a.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of
Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road, Kensington.
Info: 525-0302 ext. 306.

Monday, February 6
Computer Literacy: Introduction to
Microsoft Word at 7 p.m. at the
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave.
Sign up for a seat.  Info: 524-3043.

Monday, February 6
The Kensington Community Council

will hold its annual meeting at 7:30 p.m. at the
Kensington Community Center. For more infor-
mation, see article on page 3. Info: 525-0292.

Tuesday, February 7
Family Storytime at 7 p.m. at the Kensington
Library, 61 Arlington Ave. Info: 524-3043.

Tuesday, February 7
Dream Work Class led by Jeremy Taylor on
Tuesdays through March 14 from 7:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1

Thursday, February 2
The El Cerrito Library holds its Lapsit sto-
rytime at 10:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. for babies
and toddlers up to age 3 and their care-
givers at 6510 Stockton Ave. Each meeting
lasts about 20 minutes and includes songs,
bounces, games and fingerplays in addition
to the stories. No registration is required.
Info: 526-7512.

Friday, February 3
Monthly After School Movie for Kids:" The
NeverEnding Story" (1984, 94 mins.) at 3

Tap your inner poet and let your soul sing at a poet-
ry reading and open mic night at the Kensington
Library. Maggie Morley and colleagues will present
before throwing the mic open to all February 13 at 7
p.m. at the Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Court.
Admission is free and refreshments will be provided.
Info: 524-3043.

Take a stanza

Get a taste of the lighter side of opera at  Opera
Alive! at 7 p.m. Saturday, February 4 at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1
Lawson Rd. in Kensington (with a repeat per-
formance Sunday, February 5 at 3 p.m.). Most
of the selections are performed in English. It is
designed to appeal to the whole family. Scenes
and arias by Mozart's Magic Flute, Bernstein's
Candide and Gilbert & Sullivan's The Mikado;
the choirs, the soloists and the children take on
roles of animals, angels, witches and royalty in
serious and silly settings. Tickets $20 & $10
suggested donation. For further info: 525-0302.

The Fat Lady Sings



Saturday, February 11
The Rotary Club of Albany California
holds its Annual Celebration, "Service
Above Self," at 7:30 p.m. at the Albany
Community Center, 1249 Marin Ave.,
Albany.  Live music, dancing, a silent auc-
tion, cocktails, light fare and desserts.
Tickets are $20 per person and benefits the
Albany Rotary Club's Community Fund. For
tickets email party@albanycarotary.org or
call 558-1534.

Sunday, February 12
Personal Theology Seminar: Donna Davis,
actor, director, communication coach, presen-
ter of the Drama Workshop: Theater as
Religion at 9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson
Road, Kensington. Info: 525-0302 ext. 306.

Tuesday, February 14
Valentine's Day Crafts and Storytime at 7
p.m. at the Kensington Library, 61 Arlington
Avenue, Kensington.  Info: 524-3043.

Thursday, February 16
The El Cerrito Library holds its Lapsit story-
time at 10:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. for babies and
toddler up to age 3 and their caregivers at
6510 Stockton Ave. Each meeting lasts
about 20 minutes and includes songs,
bounces, games and fingerplays in addition
to the stories. No registration is required.
Info: 526-7512.

Tuesday, February 16
Join James Dalessandro, author of "1906", the
page-turning, epic story of the 1906 San
Francisco earthquake and fire for a talk and video
presentation at 7 p.m. at the El Cerrito Library,
6510 Stockton Ave, El Cerrito.  Info: 526-7512. 

Sunday, February 19
Personal Theology Seminar: Alex Pappas,
teacher of world religions at the College of
Alameda: "Intelligent Design": What Does It
Mean Scientifically, Spiritually, and Politically?"
at 9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road,
Kensington. Info: 525-0302 ext. 306.

Tuesday, February 21
Learn how to become a titled knight from the
Middle Ages and thou shall be granted a balloon
sword, which will prepare ye to participate during
the comedy routine at 6:30 p.m. at the Kensington
Library, 61 Arlington Ave. The event is for children
age 5 and older. Info: 524-3043. 
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Kensington Calendar Continued
Saturday, February 25
The Kensington Library holds its annual cele-
bration of Dr. Seuss' Birthday at the Kensington
Community Center, 59 Arlington Ave. at 11 a.m.
The party will feature a dramatization of Green
Eggs and Ham, games with prizes, and actual
green eggs and ham to eat. Free tickets will be
required and are available starting February 21st.
This program is sponsored by the Friends of the
Kensington Library. Info: 524-3043.

Saturday, February 25
Kensington Symphony with Geoffrey
Gallegos, Conductor, performs Ives, Copland,
Coleridge-Taylor and others at 8 p.m. at the
Northminster Presbyterian Church, 545 Ashbury
Ave., El Cerrito. Suggested Donation: $1.
Seniors, $10; Children free. Info: 524-9912.

Sunday, February 26
Personal Theology Seminar: Alex Pappas:
Pantheism, Panentheism, Acosmin, and Yogic
States of Consciousness: Their Meaning and
Relationship to Universal Consciousness at
9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road, Kensington. Info:
525-0302 ext. 306.

Monday, February 27
The Kensington Library's Book Club discuss-
es "The Dive From Clausen's Pier", by Ann
Packer at 7 p.m. at the Kensington Library, 61
Arlington Ave. Info: 524-3043.

Monday, February 27
Computer Literacy: Introduction to the comput-
er mouse at 7 p.m. at the Kensington Library, 61
Arlington Ave.  Sign up for a seat.  Info: 524-3043

Tuesday, February 28
The Kensington Municipal Advisory
Council meets at 7 p.m. in the Kensington
Community Center to review the Kensington
property ordinance after its first year of enact-
ment. Call to confirm: 273-9926 

Tuesday, February 28
Family Storytime at 7 p.m. at the Kensington
Library, 61 Arlington Ave. Info: 524-3043.

Tuesday, February 28
The El Cerrito Democratic Club meets at
7:30 p.m. in Makemie Hall at the Northminster
Presbyterian Church, 545 Ashbury Ave., El
Cerrito.  Steven Zunes, a professor of politics
at the University of San Francisco speaks on
U.S. Policy in the Middle East: Building a
Progressive Democratic Response. 

Obituaries

Melvin Clarence Stinson, a geologist
with the state of California who live in
Kensington for 32  years, died November 6.
He was 84. 

Born in Nampa, Idaho in 1921, Stinson moved
to California when he was 6 years old. He pur-
sued advanced degrees in geology from the
University of Idaho and the University of
California at Berkeley. Stinson married Ethlyn
Reimel in 1954 and the two lived in Kensington .
He spent the last two-and-a-half years of his life
at nursing facility in Oakland.

During World War II, Stinson enlisted in
the U.S. Navy and served four years. He
remained in the Naval Reserve and was
activated for one year in 1961 in an antisub-
marine squadron stationed at Alameda
Naval Air Station. 

For 33 years he worked as a geologist

with the Division of Mines and Geology in
the state of California Resources Agency's
Department of Conservation. He was
Senior Geologist in charge of the Division's
Mineral Resources program for the state
when he retired in 1984. 

He is survived by his wife Ethlyn; two sons
Richard Stinson of Phoenix, Ariz. and Raymond
Stinson of Mountain View; a brother Donald
Stinson in Yorba Linda; 16 nephews and nieces;
32 grand-nephews/nieces; and 11 great-grand-
nephews/nieces. 

The family held a memorial service in
November at the Salem Lutheran Chapel in
Oakland. 

Memorial donations can be made to The
Radio Ministry Fund, First Presbyterian
Church of Berkeley, 2407 Dana Street,
Berkeley, CA 94707.

Melvin Clarence Stinson, geologist for state, dies at 84



beyond the 10 p.m. limit set by a court order.
Police investigated and found that the order had
expired and the tub denizens were free to bubble
while their neighbor stewed.

Children reported that they heard a kitten stuck in a
storm drain during a night time rain storm.  Police
called animal control and stuck branches into the drain

for the cat to crawl its way out on, which they
are confident, or at least hopeful, that the cat
eventually did.

An Avon Rd. resident report-
ed that Macy's had author-

ized a new buyer on his
account.  The resident contact-

ed Macy's saying that he author-
ized no such buyer. Two purchas-
es totalling more than $1,400
had been charged to the account

at Hilltop mall. 

Police brought to a close a large sweet 16
party at the Kensington Community Center after
many uninvited guests showed up and the party
got out of hand.  

Police arrested a 26-year-old El Cerrito man
in Albany on an outstanding warrant for posses-
sion of methamphetamine. 

A Toyota Camary suffered minor damage after it
struck a deer on Arlington Ave. Police arrived to
escort it to the hereafter, but it had already found its
way there prior to the arrival of police. 

A car alarm on Willamette created a distur-
bance at 1:45 a.m. when it malfunctioned. The
owner disabled the alarm before the neighbors
had a chance to disable the owner.

Three windows outside Shai's Delicatessen suf-
fered damage when someone fired what is believed
to have been shots from a pellet gun at them. 

A taxi driver, angered by a truck temporarily
blocking Ardmore Rd. while the driver cleaned a
portable toilet, yelled at the workman. He moved
the truck, but the cad driver threw a cup of coffee at
him while he sped away. Apparently the cab driver
had had enough caffeine for one day. 
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Classified AdvertisingFrom the case files of the KPD
This report is based on the police logs of the
Kensington Police Department. The Outlook is solely
responsible for the writing and editing of this report.

Events  in November and December

A Rincon Rd. resident flagged down an officer
after witnessing a Lincoln Navigator involved in a
hit and run incident that damaged a parked
vehicle.  Berkeley Police arrested the driv-
er, a woman from El Cerrito. 

A Norwood Ave. resident
reported more than $1,300 in
unauthorized charges on his
credit cards. 

Police sited a Richmond woman for
driving with an expired license and
impounded her 1987 Ford Mustang. 

A Jessen Ct. man was arrested after he punched
a workman during a dispute over a payment. The
workman made a citizen's arrest for aggravated
assault and the man was transported to county jail.
The workman later dropped the charges on the
assurance from his employer that they would
resolve the dispute with the homeowner.

Police arrested a 47-year-old San Jose man a lit-
tle after midnight after stopping him at Beloit and
Cambridge and discovered there was an outstand-
ing warrant for him issued by Solano County.  He
was carrying a backpack with CDs a camera and
other property that the department logged.

A Kenyon Ave. resident reported the theft of
CDs, a camera and other items from his
unlocked car.  Photos described by the resident
were on the camera in possession of a 47-year-
old San Jose man arrested on an outstanding
warrant hours before. 

A 40-year-old Kensington Woman crashed her
scooter into a deer at 2 a.m. She was transported
to Highland Hospital where she was treated for a
broken wrist and elbow, bruised liver and cut lip.
A helmet is believed to have spared her from
serious head injury. The deer, which was not
wearing a helmet, died.

Police arrested a 36-year-old Richmond man for
driving under the influence with a blood alcohol level
greater than .12. He was site released to his wife. 

A Coventry Road man complained that his
neighbors were using their hot tub 12 minutes

Police Phones
Emergency: 911
Non-emergency officer response: 233-1214
Other police business: 526-4141

WINDOW CLEANING: Homes or commercial. Free
estimate. References available. Call Cathe at 510-
524-9185.

WATER BLASTING HOUSE WASHING deck
restoration. Fence restoration and repairs Jim
510-393-8929

MASSAGE--RELAXES THE BODY, refreshes the
spirit. Why live with unwanted neck and back pain?
I make house calls. Gift certs Joan 525-2750

HOUSE-SITTER So you can enjoy your vacation
and not worry about leaving an empty house in
these uncertain times. Jessica: 524-9277.

RENE'S HAULING-WE HAVE A NEW NAME:
Trash Patrol. Honest and reliable service since
1993. All types of hauling, yard work and odd
jobs. Free estimates specializing in the
Kensington area. Please call 510-367-5695 cell
or 510-620-0462 home trashpatrol.com

REIKI ENERGY TRAINING OR SESSIONS- Feel
better and avoid the flu!  Marilyn,524-2043,
Kensington www.reikienergyworks.com for more info.

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR. Memoirs, family his-
tory, fiction, articles, dissertations, newsletters.
Words Into Print. Kate Gilpin. 236-8544

NEED HELP? Senior Exp. Errand / What have
you! Reliable Female Trans. & Ref. 234-8400.

JILL OF ALL TRADES. Organizing, Bookkeeping,
Sr. Care, Adm Asst, & More! Call Alexis to chat.
Excl. Refs. $25/Hr. 510-672-0718.

SUNSET WINDOW AND GUTTER CLEANING
Jim (510) 393-8929

KENSINGTON TAX CLINIC. Evan Appelman,
Enrolled Agent. Authorized E-File Provider.
Personalized service - reasonable rates. "We
make house calls!" 526-8449.

$850 SHARERENTAL
1 bedroom avail in 3 bedroom house own bath,
fireplace, dec, view, must be clean, considerate,
responsible, nonsmoker, no pets 526-0511

HOUSE PAINTING EXPERT Int/ext work. 20 yrs.
Of great Kensington references. Painted to last.
Custom colors. Free est. Call Peter 585-7309.

ALBANY APT. FOR RENT. 2BR 1BA, new car-
pet, first floor 8-unit bldg. No pets, no smoking.
Laundry on premises. $1,100/mo. Call 524-3225.

SLEEP PROBLEMS, irritablility, headaches,
stress, memory, mood swings. Train your brain
with neurofeedback, a holistic approach. Results
guaranteed. Carl Shames, PhD. 526-4370.
wwwinnerbalanceresources.com

EXPERT GARDEN SERVICES: Design, installa-
tion, irrigation, lighting, pruning specialist. Call
David at 510-601-TREE (8733). 

HOUSE AND OFFICE CLEANING Also housesit-
tig. Reasonable rates. Excellent ref. Call 652-0261.

TAX PREPARATION- Individuals, business, gift
tax, estate tax. Joan Provencher E.A. 525-2750.

WANTED: King bed that separates into 2 twins.
Also matching pieces. Pref. mahog. 524-3225

KENSINGTON OUTLOOK 
CLASSIFIED

Classified ad forms can be found online at
the online at www.kensingtonoutlook.com
or at the KCC office, 59 Arlington Ave.
Ads are $6 a line with a minimum of $12.
A line consists of 45 characters or spaces.
The deadline for classified ads is the tenth
of the month prior to publication. Send
check made payable to KCC with a com-
pleted classified ad form to: Kensington
Outlook Classified, 18 Kingston Ave.,
Kensington, CA 94707. Payment is due
prior to publication. 

VACATION BEACH HOUSE, Big Island of
Hawaii, North Kona Coast. Lovely 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, ocean, mountain views, owned by
Kensington residents.  527-2009.

HOME REPAIR EXPERT. Fences, decks, car-
pentry, tile work, doors and locks, glass and win-
dows, small electrical/plumbing jobs, odd jobs.
Local references. Rick, 464-5934.

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR/WRITER. Memoirs,
fiction, newsletters, brochures, proof, disserta-
tion, essays, articles. Words Into Print. 236-0919.

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience in
home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, win-
dows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks,
fencing. Framing through finish. Large or small jobs.
Local resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051.

THE PAINT COMPANY. Highest quality work
inside and out. Estimates and consultation are free.
Many satisfied local references. Fully insured.
License #515120. Call us today at 527-2673.

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality,
int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount,
fully ins, Lic. 639300, free est, see display ad
inside. 232-3340.

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING.
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood
restoration, color consultation. License
#721226. Kensington references. 655-9267 for
free estimate.

ABE'S TREE AND YARD CARE. Trimming, prun-
ing, removals. Weeding, hedge maintenance,
clean-up. Large or small jobs. Insured. Local res-
ident. 724-6956.

TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL AWAY SER-
VICE: Will pick up, clean out, recycle, deliver
most anything, anytime. Holiday special. Call
Leslie 235-0122.

CLARK KELLEY'S CALIFORNIA GARDENS. All
phases of landscape construction, plant design irriga-
tion and garden installation. Flagstone and brick
patios. Local references License #534467. 869-2788.

INFANT MASSAGE CLASSES - for pre-crawling
babies & their caregivers.  Wed. 10:30-12,   5
week series $90.  Above Young's Market.
Contact Susan C. Gann, M.Ed., C.M.T. 604-2375
or susancgann@sbcglobal.net

DOG BOARDING & WALKING. Boarding in my
home. Insured & licensed. References. Call
Cathe @ 225-2515 

NEW TAHOE DONNER HOME,views,slps 9 510-
869-3790, www.vacationspaces.com/2930

PETER-THE-PAINTER  Top Quality House
Painting in Kensington for 15 years. Int/ext, paint-
ed to last. Careful  prep. Custom colors. Free
estimate  Call Peter (510) 585-7309 

MASSAGE-Having neck, shoulder, or back pain?
Massage makes a difference. Joan CMT 525-2750

VACATION CONDO - Big Island of Hawaii- North
of Kona. Near beach, golf, shopping, restaurants,
2 bdrm, 2 bath, avail. all year. Call 526-8524

CHILD CARE 4 MORNINGS week Love kids all
ages or drive kids to school in the mornings CPR &
CDL Reliable Reference Monica Yip (510) 526-8144

PET SITTING & DOG WALKS - Safe Hands Pet
Care, the trusted name for great pet care. Bonded,
Insured, Licensed. We make pets smile!!! (510)
528-7870 WWW.SAFEHANDSPETCARE.COM

KENSINGTON SEAMSTRESS +20 yrs experi-
ence Alterations + small projects refs 528-0493

PAULA'S PET CARE. Vacation/daily pet care.
Bonded, insured, reliable. Experienced 558-9191.

SQUAW VALLEY TOWNHOME 2 bed/2 bath.
Walk to ski lifts, village shops, restaurants & hik-
ing trails. Beautiful mountain views 510-527-8353

ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: Freezing & crashing?
Trouble shooter for hire. New computer or OS?
Share broadband. Mac/PC. printing & files.  We
come to you. Ruth and Eugene 510 526 1209


