
By Linnea Due
Fairfield native 

Rickey Hull 
joined the Kens-
ington police 
force in October 
1997, making 
the 55-year-old 
the longest-term 
active member; 
during that time, 
Hull has risen 
through the ranks 
from officer to 
sergeant, master 
sergeant to 
interim chief. 
“I grew up in 
Fairfield and had 
extended family 
in Richmond and West Oakland,” Hull 
says. “We spent a lot of time on I-80.” 
Hull’s father was in the Air Force, sta-
tioned at Travis Air Force base.

 Hull began his career in policing for the 
city of Concord. He worked as a civilian 
jailer, then attended the police academy 
in Pittsburg before coming to work as a 
police officer in Concord. “I had a friend 
who worked for Concord,” Hull says. “He 
was a reserve who got hired in Kens-
ington. Then another friend told me that 
Kensington was building a decent depart-
ment. He asked me if I’d come over.”

 Hull found what he describes as an 
intact department that was in some need 
of unifying. At the time, James Bray was 
chief. Hull worked with Bray for several 
years until Barry Garfield was promoted 
to chief. “Then,” Hull says, “we had a 
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COP Rickey Hull Hits Twenty

seven- or eight-year run of peace.”
 Peace turned stormy towards the end of 

Garfield’s reign when four of ten offi-
cers quit, and Garfield resigned during a 
KPPCSD meeting, citing harassment by 
a board member. Brown Taylor came in 
as interim chief for about a year before 
Gregory Harman was hired in 2007. 
Harman left under his own considerable 
cloud eight years later, with more resigna-
tions and drama. The Kevins—Hart and 
Kyle—followed before then Master Ser-
geant Hull was appointed Interim Chief of 
Police (that contract extends through the 
end of December). Hull had in fact served 
as de facto chief during a couple of previ-
ous changeovers.

 How did he survive the turmoil? “I just 
focused on what I got from both Bray and 

Busy Day in Alta and 
Baja Kensington

Chief Rickey Hull is honored at the October 21 KPPCSD meeting for his twenty 
years of service to Kensington. Photo by David Bergen..

Hull 
...from page 1

Garfield, the quality of life of the district 
and residents,” he says. “That quality of 
life goes both ways. I’m honored that the 
district has allowed me to have a career. 
I’m honored to serve here. You have the 
cultural zeitgeist—this district is a special 
place.” Hull knew that Kensington resi-
dents were singular: “Some of the things 
that people did or wrote, I was shocked 
that I was this close to history.”

 Some believe that because Kensing-
ton has been built out since the ‘60s that 
changes are more muted than in other 
areas. “The biggest change I’ve seen in 
terms of demographics is the expected 
attrition of older residents,” Hull says. 
“The younger generation coming in is just 
as motivated and just as passionate. But 

they don’t have the same experience with 
the police as older residents do.”

 Hull finds this sad. “I’ve turned off 
teapots, opened doors, recognized people 
walking up from the Plaza on hot days 
and given them rides home. I think certain 
people are now hesitant about contacting 
us. I remember one time we were working 
graveyard shifts, and a woman felt com-
fortable enough to come up to my squad 
car and ask for a ride across town to her 
car. I don’t know how much of that goes on 
anymore. I’d like to get back to that. I want 
the residents to understand that this is their 
police department. As officers, we’re here 
temporarily, but the lockers belong to the 
district.”

 How does he feel about contracting out? 

On Sunday, October 29, KCC put on its annual parade 
and picnic on the Arlington and at the Community 
Center, the Friends of the Kensington Library had its 
book sale, and the Farmers’ Market and Colusa Circle 
merchants celebrated Halloween with treats, music, 
and entertainment. Stories and more photographs on 
pages 5 and 12. Photos by Marty Westby (top) and Nan 
Phelps Photography

“I think personally that the district 
would be better served with its own 
police department. However, I believe 
in the democratic process. My honest 
feeling about this current board is that 
they’re really interested in what’s best 
for the district. I’ve had the opportunity 
to work on projects with these elected 
officials, and I am more than impressed 
by their integrity and intelligence and 
work ethic.

 “This town has so much expertise,” 
he continues. “No matter what you 
wanted to do, you could probably find a 
resident who has that knowledge. I feel 
like we’re finally going back to how a 
small town with a small budget would 
operate. Over these years, I’ve seen the 
district and its residents grapple with 
some pretty hard decisions. The vast 
majority of the time they came down on 
the right side. So I think they’ll land on 
the right answer.”

 The word around town last summer 
was that then Master Sergeant Hull 
would retire after he put in his twenty 
years. Now that he’s chief, is he still 
considering retiring? “My position is 
this,” he says. “The district has given 
me a career. I am forever in debt to the 
residents here. I will never abandon the 
district. Short of my health going bad, 
I’ll keep putting my best foot forward.”

 That best foot continues to thrive in 
Fairfield, near where he grew up and 
his mother still lives. When he’s not 
working, he’s often fishing or hiking 
with his dog, a German shorthair and 
chocolate lab mix. 

“He’s a bird dog,” Hull says. “And a 
water dog. If he sees a fish being reeled 
up, he’s going in after it. Him, the fish, 
and the hook are all coming up at the 
same time.”

Young firefighter Grant McLain Helminiak and his police officer brother, Jordan Daniel Helminiak, learn 
the whys and what-fors of public safety service from mentor and Kensington COP Rickey Hull. The 
brothers began their careers at the KCC parade and picnic October 29. Photo by Rachelle Sherris-Watt.
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The Kensington Community Council is dedi-
cated to the improvement, development, and edu-
cation of the community, and to the promotion 
of social welfare in Kensington. It enriches the 
community by providing educational and recre-
ational programs for all ages and by publishing 
the Outlook, a monthly newsletter that covers 
local events and issues.

KCC also provides a forum for all Kensington 
community groups to meet and coordinate their 
respective efforts toward the common good of the 
community. 

Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are 
those of the writers and do not reflect the opinion 
of the Outlook, its editor, or the Kensington Com-
munity Council. Letters must be signed and include 
the resident’s phone number and address (which 
will not be printed). Letters 350 words or under 
will appear in the print edition (space permitting). 
Any letter over 350 words will be printed in the 
online edition only. Publication of letters and arti-
cles is subject to space and the editor’s discretion. 
Obituaries of Kensington residents are printed 
without charge. All material must be received by 
the 10th of the month preceding issue date; submit 
by email to editor@kensingtonoutlook.com. No 
press releases or PDFs; Word documents or text 
in the body of an email are acceptable. Use one 
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211 Stanford Ave ~3+br/2ba  
Pending ~ Listed at $998,000 

510.524.0800

36 Stratford Ave ~3br/2ba  
Pending ~ Listed at $849,000  

MARVIN GARDENS
R E A L   E S T A T E

Wishing you
 all a safe and 

happy holiday season.

25 Kerr Avenue ~ 3br/2ba 
Pending ~ Listed at $949,000  

270 Amherst Ave ~ 3br/2+ba  
$1,150,000 ~ Tudor Beauty  

Letters to the Editor 

December 2017/January 2018

Let’s Remain Open to Options 
Dear Editor,

By the time this letter is printed, the KPPSCD board likely will have selected a profes-
sional consulting firm to evaluate options for providing our police services. For the RFP, 
see the 14 Sept 2017 agenda packet, starting p 63, and for the actual consulting propos-
als, see the 16 Nov 2017 agenda packet on the district’s web site.

 The study is likely to be completed within six months, providing Kensington with an 
in-depth assessment of the effectiveness and costs of various policing approaches. A 
key part of this assessment is the evaluation of our current department. As a community 
member of the contracting subcommittee of the Ad Hoc Committee, and a person who 
has been critical of the costs and quality of our current policing operation, I was sorry 
that we were in no position to evaluate our own department. Nor were we able to obtain 
“real” cost information. This study will provide that information.

 With this information we can decide whether Kensington should have an improved 
stand-alone department or policing that relies on neighboring jurisdictions for staffing, 
an approach similar to how we currently provide fire service. We will also have a clear 
understanding of how much these options will determine our future tax bills.

 While many residents have yet to tune into this issue, some think we already have the 
best of all possible police services, and others strongly disagree. Hopefully, everyone 
will remain open to the results of this study, and at that point make a considered evalua-
tion of the information. Whatever the outcome, we will have an opportunity to improve 
our police services while controlling costs. Either way, we come out ahead.
Mabry Benson

Bury Power Lines for Safety
Dear Editor,

My cousin and his family had to be evacuated from their home in Napa, and one of my 
dear friends lost everything in the fire that consumed parts of Santa Rosa. I was standing 
in my backyard here in Kensington looking at the trees and shrubbery in my yard and in 
our neighbors’ yards. What had previously been only beautiful now was a bit menacing. 
Fire could happen here, and we too could lose everything including our lives and the 
lives of dear friends.

 I became interested in the causes and what could be done to prevent the fires. One 
thing I read really caught my attention. Power lines that are buried underground prevent 
fires from downed lines. This appears to have been one of the causes of the devastating 
fires in Northern California. Is it really too expensive to bury the lines in the light of the 
terrible human suffering caused by wind-downed power lines?

Let’s reconsider doing this in Kensington. Maybe it would be one thing we could do 
that would save lives.
Ray Poggi

Paths Vital for Public Safety
Dear Editor:

The recent deadly fires in wine country are a reminder of the risks residents of Kens-
ington face. According to Calfire, our entire community is within a Very High Fire 
Hazard Severity zone. The rapidly moving fires that led to so much loss of life could 
easily happen here.

 The walking paths that connect many of our streets could be vital safety corridors 
in the event of a fire catastrophe. Kensington’s narrow streets could quickly become 
clogged with vehicles as residents attempt to flee, and fire trucks move into place. Access 
to the walking paths could be the difference between life and death as many seek refuge 
from a rapidly moving fire.

 While the paths have been part of the Kensington infrastructure for many years, no 
public entity has ever asserted ownership of them. Both KPPCSD and the county have 
looked into this and decided to avoid the legal liability and maintenance costs such own-

See Letters,  Page 3
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ership could imply. As a result, in some cases adjoining private property owners have 
taken over the paths and blocked off public access. Maintenance has been an ad hoc task 
undertaken by community volunteers who run the risk of being sued by walkers, truly a 
case of no good deed going unpunished.

 The paths are a terrific amenity in our community that enable residents to get around 
on foot. They add to property value and make it easier to navigate our community with-
out using a car. There are many other reasons for wanting to keep the paths available for 
public use.

 In the wake of the terrible wine country fires, Kensington needs to resolve the own-
ership of these paths and ensure they are well maintained and legally recognized for 
public access. We are leading a campaign to demonstrate a strong desire in our commu-
nity to assert public ownership of the paths and are putting together a petition that lists 
the many residents who believe the county and KPPCSD need to resolve this situation as 
soon as possible.

 To sign a petition and get more information, check out www.kensingtonpaths.org. You 
can also reach Rodney by phone at 510-332-1001 and Mark at 510-301-5000. 
Rodney Paul
Mark Altenberg

We’re Not the Fifth Greenest Place in California
In 1989, California passed legislation that mandated diverting 50 percent of waste 

from landfill by 2000. By separating recyclable material and yard waste from garbage, 
Kensington was at 58 percent in 2005. The state goal for 2020 is 75 percent, and many 
Bay Area cities already have reached 80-85 percent. Kensington currently averages 59 
percent, essentially the same as twelve years ago! 

Biological (aka, organic) material produces a potent greenhouse gas when buried in 
landfill. Kensington keeps an average of 950 tons of yard debris out of landfill each 
year through pickup by Bay View and subsequent composting. But we send 1,200 tons 
of garbage to landfill. An estimated 15-25 percent of residential garbage is food waste. 
A 2014 KPPCSD survey found significant interest in having food scraps picked up and 
composted. However, the next question mentioned this would increase rates (at the time, 
Kensington’s rates were the highest in Contra Costa County, and still are). In addition, 
food and yard waste would be combined and limited to one 32 or 64 gallon cart a week. 
It is understandable that over 75 percent of respondents didn’t want the service as pro-
posed (including me).

 Until we get kitchen scraps, including soiled paper, collected for composting, consider 
small changes. Reduce the amount of discarded food by not buying an excess of perish-
able items, preparing too much and tossing leftovers. Use cloth napkins and real plates, 
rather than paper ones that cannot be recycled, and dry hands with a kitchen towel, not 
multiple paper ones.

Kensington residents routinely put 1.5 times as much in garbage cans as we do in 
recycling cans. And the last general cleanup resulted in an additional 50 percent of 
trash taken to landfill than our usual load. How much of Kensington’s garbage could be, 
should be, recycled? Bay View only picks up the standard materials, not all of the mate-
rials that are recyclable. Consider taking the latter to the El Cerrito Recycling Center or 
other places, and not sending it to the dump. Be a good steward of our planet. Reduce, 
Reuse & Recycle diligently and responsibly.
A. Stevens Delk, PhD

Feels Like Exile
Dear Editor,

I was asked by the Kensington Farmers’ Market manager, Chris Hall, not to return to 
the market. I have no idea why. During the past three years, I worked very hard to build 
my business as a vendor at the market. I was there rain or shine simply because I loved 
the Kensington community. To be cut off abruptly without any warning feels like being 
sent into exile. I now have my contact information in the classified section of the Kens-
ington Outlook if anyone wants to reach me.
Ani Toroyan

Opinions Not Welcome?
Dear Editor:

My favorite nice Middle Eastern lady who made those zaatar bread was asked not to 
return to the Kensington Farmers’ Market. Neither she nor I know why. She has been 
there for many years and was very kind, generous, sweet and fun. I will miss her.

 What happened? She seems to think that it was about her opinions and not her food or 
service. Is that possible in a country where we protect opinions above all else? When I 
called her, she said that her situation makes her think about that Tunisian street vendor 
who set himself on fire just before the start of the Arab Spring. It must have hurt that 
guy so intensely to have had his livelihood taken away from him. I hope our community 
is not like that, but I would be interested to know if this is indeed a backlash of people 
who don’t like her opinions. That would be really cruel, and it would be appalling to wit-
ness such intolerance in our own back yard.
Paul Larudee

Disappointed with Management
Dear Editor:

I’m writing to express my disappointment with the management of the Kensington 
Farmers’ Market and how they treated one of my favorite vendors: Ani of Ani’s Middle 
Eastern. I’ve since spoken with her and she told me she was told to leave the market with 
no explanation. In these turbulent times, we don’t need members of our local farmers’ 
market community thrown out for no reason. Our community suffers when we become 
insensitive and dismissive of others. 
Lucia Messina

Free Press Vital
Dear Editor,

Thanks for publishing such diverse and opposing views and not excluding even those 
opinion letters with an obviously distorted bias. At a national level we are witnessing the 
vital importance of a free press as never before in my lifetime. It’s a critical priority for 
all of us to have an opportunity to express our views, and even when I don’t like what 
someone says I like that they can say it.
Leonard Schwartzburd 

Letters 
...from page 2
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Planning is Everything

510 •526 •7144 1760 Solano Avenue, Berkeley, CA

• Wills & Trusts • Probate
• Gifts & Estate Tax • Elder Law

The Law Offices of 
Bonnie K. Bishop

Certified Specialist, Estate Planning • Probate & Trust Law
State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization

Citizens of Kensington showed their appreciation for all the accomplishments of Marty 
Westby, who retired last year as KCC’s Kensington After School Education Program 
director, by presenting her with a beautiful handmade plaque at the November KCC 
meeting. (The dates should read 2010-2016.) Under Marty’s leadership and loving care, 
both the Summer Camp and After School programs flourished and continue to grow 
each year. Marty (right) is shown here with her husband Bob and daughter Trudy. Photo 
by Todd Hodson.

Support Your Local Businesses

Kensington
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Community Center Rebuild on Track
KCC Saves the Day with Large Unrestricted Gift

By Linnea Due
On November 16, a rainy night that suppressed attendance to about 25 hardy individu-

als, KPPCSD hosted Glass Associates to present preliminary plans for the Community 
Center renovation. Kensington resident and lead architect Farhat Daud delivered a 
ninety-minute presentation, aided by Bill Glass, who added an occasional aside and 
manned the slide projector. Daud explained that the initial impetus for the project was 
seismic—the major problem is that the older roof is not tied to the wall structures. Once 
a certain cost is topped, other factors come into play: mandatory compliance with ADA 
and Title 24, a state law that regulates energy efficiency.

 Functionality also plays a large role in wanting to upgrade the Community Center. 
The counters in the kitchen are too high for the children’s cooking classes, many have 
expressed a wish that the masonry wall that fronts the garden gain a visual and physical 
connection with the outside, and there is almost no storage space and too few electrical 
outlets, to name several limitations. Glass and Daud, who have been visiting meetings 
and asking questions of residents since the firm’s first public presentation in July, showed 
that the principals were listening as the proposed plan addressed many of these issues.

 Daud started with a site plan that delineated wider paths around the building to 
accommodate wheelchairs. The front door and the back door to the kitchen would have 
automatic openers. One handicapped parking space plus a loading zone is required. 
She discussed several options to opening up the masonry wall to the garden. In the 
least expensive, steel columns on new footings go through the block wall, then tie into 
the roof. Other options, with increasing costs, are fixed glass with a view, french doors 
opening to the garden, and NanaWalls (a product that operates on a pivot system so 
the walls can fold flat when open). Another option that could be used with any glazing 
system, is an outdoor canopy, or eave, that would add covered space outside for tables or 
events.

 The front wall, which now holds the fireplace, would have multiple storage cabinets 
and a space that could hold a hidden projection screen. A bench would serve as a “land-
ing spot,” as Daud said, for classes and recreation activities. Whether the fireplace would 
stay or go is up for discussion; Daud suggested that it could be retained but covered over 
so that it could be exposed later if desired.

 The bathrooms, she said, were good news on the ADA front; only one fixture in the 
men’s room would need to be moved. The kitchen is another matter. Not only are the 
counters too high, but there is little storage, and the space is hard to work in. ADA 
mandates that the counters be lowered, but that might be still too high for children to 

October Police Log
 
 

October 1 IDENTITY THEFT Trinity Ave. Just returned from vacation and 
received a credit card in someone else’s name. Could be mail theft.
October 17 BURGLARY Los Altos Dr. Window broken on auto, reporting party 
unsure if anything was taken.
October 23 VANDALISM Amherst Ave. Motor scooter tampered with.
October 24 BATTERY Ocean View Ave. Fight between two white male adults, 
one in white shirt and cutoff pants, one in yellow shirt and hat. Reporting party 
advised that they did not look like they needed medical attention. Case report 
taken.
October 29 HIT AND RUN with property damage. Case report taken at police 
department.
October 29 TERRORIST THREATS Ex-husband threatening to kill reporting 
party via text message. Advised he would kill her and police. Reporting party did 
not believe threats were credible because he does this from time to time while 
drinking. RP refused to file a report. Will contact police if she changes her mind. 
Log note only.
October 30 THEFT Beloit Ave. Two religious statues taken from front of resi-
dence during past night. Case report taken.
October 31 VEHICLE ACCIDENT No injury. Beloit/Purdue. Drivers declined to 
file a report; parties exchanged information. Log note only.

Two options to upgrade the baseline steel column design that would stabilize the roof are (left) a wall with french doors and (right), the same vantage point with NaraWalls, which can pivot to fold back against them-
selves, allowing a larger opening. The NaraWalls cost about $13,000 more than the french doors. Courtesy Glass Associates.

comfortably work on preparations. Glass Associates added a moveable table that can be 
stored under one counter and pulled out for the children’s classes. Another deficit is that 
people coming from the back meeting rooms must go into the main room, which is often 
occupied, on their way to the bathrooms. Glass Associates designed a flexible wall that 
can be removed if necessary, at the back of the room so that people need not interrupt the 
main room occupants. Residents are urged to look at the plans on the KPPCSD website.

 Although prices are fluid, the minimum to do the seismic, ADA, and energy upgrades 
came to $1,043,000. Options add more: for instance, the canopy would cost around 
$40,000, while the french door option adds $37,000 and the NanaWall $13,000 more. 
Board director Sylvia Hacaj, liaison with Glass Associates, came to the KCC meeting 
on November 6 (where Daud and Glass also made a public presentation) to explain that 
because it is a public project, there are regulations concerning the funding. One cannot, 
Daud explained, get bids and then try to raise the money. The initial money must be in 
hand before the project can go out to contractors. And as both Hacaj and Daud warned, 
there is about a six-month to year window before materials and contractors become 
scarce due to the North Bay fires.

 After the presentation, KCC president Anne Forrest and vice president Todd Hodson, 
took the microphone. Hodson said that KCC, a primary user of the building for recre-
ational activities, adult and children’s classes, the afterschool enrichment classes, and 
the summer camp among others, had been “saving and fundraising to help with just such 
a project.” Hodson said that KCC would commit $250,000 of unrestricted funds, which 
included $32,500 in matched funds from community fundraising. On top of that, he 
added, KCC would like to “purchase” several of the options for up to $210,000. These 
included funding the upgrade for the NanaWall, a full upgrade of the heating system, the 
cabinet wall at the front of the building, and redoing the acoustical ceiling. These com-
mitments were predicated, Hodson said, on the building being fully funded.

 KIC president Lisa Caronna said that KCC was a hard act to follow and pledged 
$10,000 from KIC for the building improvements. KIC had already put in $5,000 for the 
sound system upgrades, which everyone agreed was a massive improvement on the old 
barely audible microphones of the past.

 Next phase is the construction development phase, which includes deciding on options. 
Daud said there were some options (which Glass would tag) that would not require setup, 
and these could be deferred. But most decisions needed to be made now, as it would cost 
far more for contractors to return. Construction is expected to begin in June.

KENSINGTON 
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.

~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

• A delivery service for 
community residents.

• Sponsored by community-based 
businesses.

• Customized same-day 
deliveries to your doorstop.

• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

Sunday, December 3, 2017
11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Holiday Shopping 
Fine Judaica • Latke Lunch 
Gift Shop Open Mon.–Fri. 

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION BETH EL
1301 Oxford Street • Berkeley, CA 94709 

510·848·3988

www.bethelberkeley.org

Chanukah 
Bazaar
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Tony Constantouros Grand Marshall 
of this Year’s Parade

Ruth Frassetto
Office: 510.652.2133/414
Direct: 510.697.8606
rfrasetto@grubbco.com
GRUBBCO.COM

Wishing you good times, good cheer, and a happy new year! 

Thank you for choosing me as your 

Real Estate professional in Kensington.

With unmatched expertise in the market combined with a 

personal approach, I can provide you with proven

 buying and selling strategies and services.

....Beautifully Staged     ....Artfully Marketed

....Skillfully Represented      ....and Client Focused

Contact me to get your home ready for the market in 2018.

GThe GRUBB Co.
R  E  A  L  T  O  R  S

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

CAFÉ & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707

(510 ) 596 -9935

M–F: 7AM - 5PM WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE.

SEMIFREDDI’S

WE’RE MAID FOR THIS.
NEED SOME HELP? WE’RE HERE FOR YOU. 

On special occasions or a regular cleaning schedule.

The most trusted and reliable 
team in house cleaning.

Call for a free, in-home consultation and estimate.

510-527-2200
• Visit us at MollyMaid.com to learn more •

© 2017 MollyMaid, Inc. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

By Anne Forrest
On October 29, costumed kids and adults made their way up Arlington Avenue to start 

the annual KCC Fall Parade and Picnic. Our Grand Marshall this year was KPPCSD 
general manager Tony Constantouros, who rode in Todd Hodson’s convertible with his 
wife and two children. Following the parade, BBQ lunches were consumed while people 
enjoyed music provided by the Korematsu Middle School Jazz Ensemble under the direc-
tion of Tiffany Carrico. Inside the Community Center, architectural firm Glass and Associ-
ates presented draft renderings of the upcoming Community Center renovations. This was 
another chance for residents to familiarize themselves with the plans and to ask questions. 

Since the picnic came right after the devastating Napa/Sonoma fires, emergency 
preparedness was on everyone’s mind. Local CERT volunteers answered questions and 
handed out information about fire and earthquake preparedness.

 As always, our thanks go to Mechanics Bank and Marvin Gardens Realty for sponsor-
ing another successful event. Our local Mechanics Bank tellers answered questions and 
give out $25 gift cards as prizes to our three coloring contest winners: in the 4 to 6 age 
group Emily B., in the 7 to 9 age group Will H., and in the 10 to 12 age group Elsa P. 
Marvin Gardens had its pumpkin coloring booth set up to inspire kids to decorate their 
pumpkins. Thanks to the Korematsu Middle School Jazz Ensemble for some great jazz, 
and to all the community members from KCC, KIC, and the Kensington School Dads 
Club who worked hard to make the Fall Parade and Picnic a success.

By Linnea Due
 Three or four years ago, Kensington fire board director Janice Kosel toured the dem-

onstration garden that was installed along Tunnel Road after the 1992 Oakland hills fire. 
She immediately wanted to create something similar for Kensington. “Landscaping can 
be fire-resistant, drought-tolerant and still be beautiful,” she says. That’s the idea behind 
the garden the two special districts are pulling together—the fire board is contributing 
the funds to put in the plantings (including hiring a landscape architect), while the police 
board, which owns the land, is contributing the space.

 Kosel says that the fire board is delighted with the land that KPPSCD has committed to 
the garden. It’s in the space a tick uphill from the library, right on the road so it will be 
easily visible as people come up to the Community Center or the park. “We’re working 
with Sylvia Hacaj and her park committee,” Kosel says. “We modeled it after the Oak-
land garden, but ours will go farther—all the plants will be labeled, and we’re creating a 
signboard narrative about what to plant, and more importantly, what not to plant. I think 
people don’t realize how flammable some plants are.” Plants with lots of oils, including 
cypress, juniper, some varieties of eucalyptus, and others are virtual tinder traps. They 
can burst into flame from tiny flying embers or even from the heat of a nearby blaze.

 “The space is very small, around 220 square feet,” says Kosel. “We’ll install a path 
wide enough for wheelchairs; the park committee wants a table and two chairs so people 
can play chess.” Kosel has returned to the Oakland Hills garden for more ideas. “The 
Oakland people have been very helpful,” she says. “That garden is all maintained by 
volunteers.” The fire board plans to pay a small fee each year to maintain the garden and 
will likely install drip and other time- and resource-savers.  “I’m delighted that we’re 
getting this thing off the ground,” Kosel says. “We’ve been waiting for [KPPCSD] to 
allocate the land. Sylvia took this on as her project. It does indicate that the two districts 
can work together and cooperate on great projects.”

 The garden will likely go in early in spring once both districts approve landscape 
architect’s plans.

Special Districts Partner on 
Demonstration Garden

All Photos by Marty Westby

Barbara Park
NKBA Certified Assoc. Kitchen Designer 

and CCIDC Certified–Lic. #6375 
Free In-home Consultation

Remodels  � Kitchen/Bath Design
Window Treatments  � Furnishings

park place design
NEW SHOWROOM

By Appointment Only

1918 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704
showroom: (510) 647-9000 � cell: (925) 818 -1473 

email: parkplacedesign@comcast.net

Local Kensington Resident • Certified Interior Designer
www.parkplacedesign.com
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Kensington!
ARLINGTON COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
52 Arlington Avenue

526-9146

ARLINGTON WINE & SPIRITS
295 Arlington Avenue

524-0841

INN KENSINGTON
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

293 Arlington Avenue
527-5919

BART JONES, ARCHITECT
268 Arlington Avenue

524-0425

FERRARI ORTHODONTICS
291 Arlington Avenue

510-338-6000
www.ferrariortho.com

KENSINGTON DEYLIVERY
Affordable delivery service 
for community residents
John Dey • 610-4638

KENSINGTON FINE FOODS
Specialty Meats • Fish 

Deli • Catering
285 Arlington Avenue 
(inside Young’s Market)

526-9858

KENSINGTON HOME & HARDWARE
BRIAN ODELL, OWNER

303 Arlington Avenue
525-2222

KENSINGTON STYLE HOUSE
MERCY & REMY

264 Arlington Avenue
524-5292

MARVIN GARDENS REAL ESTATE
289 Arlington Avenue

www.marvingardens.com
524-0800

THE MECHANICS BANK
ZEHRA VAHIDY,

Vice President & Bank Manager
279 Arlington Avenue

527-2225

aboutkensington.com
Stay in touch with your town!

A Kensington-Based Company
by PagePoint

ANNELIESE ARMSTRONG
J.C. ARMSTRONG COMPANY

Income Taxes & Business Services
400 Colusa Avenue, El Cerrito

526-7526

AL CARUSO INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto, Fire, Life & Health

License #0191914
367 Colusa Avenue

527-4640

COLUSA MARKET & MEATS
Organic Natural Produce & Food

406 Colusa Avenue
527-7035

COMPUTER COURAGE
Education & Support for PC & Mac

525-2226
adam@computercourage.com

D’JOUR FLORAL OF 
KENSINGTON GARDENS

Floral Arrangements 
For All Occasions

Call Judy at 525-7232
or email: antiquesdjour@aol.com

DAN LYNCH
General Contractor

370 Colusa Avenue
524-4044

DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING
John Dey, Owner 

JohnCDey@gmail.com
Deys: 610-4638 
Eves. 233-1848

IRONWOOD ENGINEERING CO.
Civil & Structural Engineering

Licensed Engineers and Contractors
ironwoodengineering.com

524-8058

KENSINGTON FARMERS’ MARKET
Sundays 10 am–2 pm Year Round

Oakview Ave. at Colusa Circle
www.kensingtonfarmersmarket.org

847-0801

KENSINGTON OUTLOOK
Linnea Due, Editor 525-0292
Alma Key,Adv. Mgr. 508-3241
www.kensingtonoutlook.com

KENSINGTON 
VETERINARY HOSPITAL
BETH PHIMISTER, DVM

400 Colusa Avenue
www.kensingtonvethospital.com

528-0797

NAN PHELPS PHOTOGRAPHY
398 Colusa Avenue

www.nanphelps.com
528-8845

SEMIFREDDI’S
Baking With Pride Since 1984

372 Colusa Avenue
596-9935

ZIP CODE EAST BAY REAL ESTATE
growing community through real estate

380 Colusa Avenue
510-280-3303

www.zipcodeeastbay.com

It’s a Great Place to Live 
and a Great Place to Shop!

Colusa AvenueArlington Avenue

MILLSTEIN & ASSOCIATES 
REAL ESTATE

264 Arlington Avenue
www.MillsteinAssociates.com

527-8822

PagePoint
Web Solutions

www.pagepoint.com
558-1534

RAXAKOUL COFFEE 
AND CHEESE MARKET
299 Arlington Avenue

647-8330

ZARRIN FERDOWSI, D.D.S
267 Arlington Ave., 2nd Floor

525-2881

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH OF BERKELEY
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.

and 11:15 a.m.
One Lawson Road

525-0302

RAXAKOUL COFFEE &
CHEESE MARKET
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Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention - “NEW CLASS” class 
started Nov. 14th
Tuesdays, 9:30-10:30am, Community Center, $10
The tai chi class is based on Dr. Paul Lam’s Tai Chi for Arthritis and 
Fall Prevention program, which has been taught to millions world-
wide.  In the United States, it has been recommended by the Arthritis 
Foundation and the Center for Disease Control and Prevention for its 
effectiveness in bringing pain relief, improving balance, and signifi-
cantly reducing falls.  The class is suitable for all people, regardless 
of physical condition.  It is however, especially helpful for people who 
may be experiencing some health difficulties.  The exercises incorpo-
rate all the health enhancing benefits of regular tai chi, but focuses on 
movements that are safe and relatively simple to do.  
For further information, contact Nobuo at: nnishi50@gmail.com  
510-495-4860

Tai Chi Chuan
Fridays, 9:30-10:30am, Community Center, $10
 A gentle martial art, tai chi is a safe, rewarding activity for people of 
all ages and all levels of health. Tai chi incorporates both mind and 
body. Nobuo Nishi, instructor, has been teaching for 18 years.

Acrylic Artists
Wednesdays, 9:45 - 12:30pm, 
Community Center
Open Studio, lots of natural light. 
Come paint with other artists. Easels 
and tables are provided. Bring your 
canvas, paints, and creativity.  
Friendly group!

Donations of $500
Dale & Danielle Power
 
Donations of $300 
Paul & Vida Dorrah

Donations of $100
James & Carol Patton
Kristian Whitten

Donations of $50
Kevin & Susan Consey
Bruno & Cindy Frisch
Raymond & Debra Hamati

Thomas Hibdon
M. & J. Kani
Daniel Malecki
Karen Rosenbaum
Larry & Ann Sullivan

Donations of Up to $25
Willie & Angela Archie
Michael & Deborah Feiler
Victoria Galland
Curtis & Margaret Jones
Hanne Schultz
Betty & William Webster

THANK YOU  

KASEP FUND DRIVE DONORS 2017

 

KASEP Kensington Afterschool Enrichment Program
  

 Happy Holidays Families!  Our Winter Online Registration is scheduled for Tues-
day, December 5th at 7:30pm.  Please make sure your account is up to date:  #1 phone 
number should be the best contact number (usually a cell phone #), email address and 
your child’s grade should be current.   KASEP Winter Brochure and class schedule is on-
line:  www.KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org.  
Staff will be in the KCC office the evening of registration to take walk-in registrations 
for families paying with cash or check and to provide support for anyone having dif-
ficulty online (525-0292).

Winter KASEP session starts the same day as Hilltop School, Tuesday, January 2, 2018 
and continues for 10 weeks, ending Friday, March 16th.  Your enthusiasm for our new 
Fall classes:  Adventures in the Garden, Beginning Mandarin, Crafty Creations, and 
Skyhawk’s Kinder Sports Medley will continue to the Winter session. We are excited to 
offer 3 new classes:  Eco Kids for Kinders, 3D Structures & Sculptures for Grades 2-6, 
and Metal Jewelry Creation for Grades 3-6.

Fall KASEP session ends on Friday, December 15th. Our office will be closed 
for winter break, Monday, December 18, 2017 - Monday, January 1, 2018.   
 
 
 
 
 
    

K E N S I N G T O N

Community Education

Critter Adventures - Carey’s students 
observing critters in park

Saving Planet Earth - Veronica’s students 
making lava lamps

Circus Arts - Doug’s students practicing their juggling and unicycle skills

Artful Animals - Carey’s students learning and creating their very own seahorse

KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Bldg E (Across the grassy field above the 
tennis courts in Kensington Park), Kensington CA 94707. E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.
com, or call 525-0292. M-F, 11:30 am-5pm.
Tennis Court Reservations: For weekends and holidays only, beginning at 9am. 
Call the KCC office for info. Court Fees: 45-min. singles reservation: Residents: $2; 
Nonresidents: $5. 
Kensington Community Center Rental Info: Please call Andrea at the KPPCSD 
(Kensington Police Protection and Community Services District) at 510-526-4141. 

Page 8 December 2017/January 2018
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Want something special for 
a Holiday gift or for your own home? 

D’Jour Floral of Kensington is working with three other 
Kensington stores to help simplify your holiday shopping.

RAXAKOUL COFFEE & CHEESE MARKET at 299 Arlington Avenue 
carries a vast array of coffee, tea, cheese, and a wide variety of 

fine gourmet items for your holiday entertaining.You can order a 
holiday platter or a delightful dessert, and can select gift items,

candles and a seasonal floral bouquet from D’Jour Floral.
KENSINGTON HOME & HARDWARE ACE offers small gifts for 

the home and garden; gifts for the Handy Man or Mom;
kitchenware, and of course the extra extension cord to help with 

holiday décor. You can also find a variety of D’Jour Floral
seasonal plants, as well as Holiday lights and so much more.
COLUSA MARKET at 406 Colusa Ave. offers a wide choice of 

fine meats, fresh fruits and vegetables including a wide selection 
of organic items. Kosher items also are available—including candy 

and candles. Everything needed to prepare your holiday meals 
as well as seasonal D’Jour Floral bouquets.

Judy of D’JOUR FLORAL works out of her studio here in Kensington 
and works with each client personally.To place an order for flowers or

to book a consultation for your holiday decor, call Judy at 510-525-7232.
To learn more about D’Jour Floral or to place a floral order online 

for local delivery, go to my website at www.djourflowers.com and click
on the shop link, or go directly to www.elcerritoflowershop.com.

Locations 
Arlington Community Church 
(ACC), 52 Arlington Ave., 526-9146

Kensington Community Center, 59 
Arlington Ave., 525-0292

Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave., 
524-3043

Unitarian Universalist Church of Berke-
ley (UUCB), 1 Lawson Rd., Kensing-
ton, 525-0302, www.uucb.org

Ongoing:
Jazzercise with Kevin Knickerbocker, 

Mon, Wed, Fri, ACC, 8:15am.
Tues/Thurs Body Sculpting with 

Kevin Knickerbocker, ACC, 8:45am. 
Mindful Yoga with Wendy Becker-

man, Tuesdays, 9:15am, ACC. Bring 
a yoga mat. $18 drop-in or discount 
for series. 

Acrylic Artists, 9:45-12:30pm, Wednes-
day, Community Center. Self-
directed artists paint together. Easels 
provided. Friendly group.

Tai Chi Chuan, 9:30-10:30am Fridays, 
Community Center, $10.

Cafe Simcha—Israeli Folk Dance- $6. 
Beginners & regular teaching sessions 
followed by request dance party begin-
ning at 9pm. Wednesdays, 8pm, ACC.

December 
December 3 Dr. David Presti, UC 

Berkeley professor of neurobiology, 
author of Foundational Concepts in 
Neuroscience: A Brain-Mind Odys-
sey. “The Boundary between Bio-
physical Science and Concepts of Spirit 
and Soul.” 9:30am. Free. UUCB. 

December 4 Kensington Library 
Knitting Club All levels welcome. 
Please bring your own needles and 
yarn. We provide support, encourage-
ment and help. Learn new stitches, 
share your talents, and meet new 
friends. Meets on the 1st Monday of 
the month. 6:30pm. Free.

December 4 & 18 Kensington 
Library’s Digital Docent will 
answer your eReader and digital 
library questions every other Monday 
by appointment at 1pm. This one-
on-one 60-minute appointment is 
intended for people seeking assis-
tance with eBooks and eReaders. 
Sign up at Info Desk. Please bring 
your device.Free. 524-3043.

December 5, 12 & 19 Family Story-
time Lots of picture books, songs, 
rhymes, and fun! Stuffed animals 
& pajamas welcome. Kensington 
Library, 6:30pm. Free.

December 6 Kensington Unit of the 
League of Women Voters The 
swinging ladies of LWV will ring in 
the season at 1:15pm at 631 Park-
side Court. All are welcome! Men, 
too! 527-1266.

December 7 Women’s Fellowship, 
ACC, 6pm. Free to all who would 
like to join us. Please bring a batch 
of cookies (about 36) to trade with 
others. AND bring a dish to share. 

December 7 Supervisor John Gioia’s 
Holiday Open House. Benefit for 
Verde School in North Richmond. 
5-7pm, food, fun, meet friends. 11780 
San Pablo Ave., Suite D, El Cerrito.

December 7, 14, 21 & 28 Baby & Tod-
dler Storytime Stories, songs, pup-
pets, egg-shakers and loads of fun! 
Kensington Library. Two identical 
sessions 10:15am & 11:15am. Free.

December 10 Dr. Jeremy Taylor, pio-
neer in dream work, author of books 
on dream symbolism, methodology 
and archetypal energy, teacher, UU 
minister. “The Power of (Arche-

typal) Symbols—Awake and Asleep.” 
9:30am. Free. UUCB.

December 10 SongFest—Winter Song. 
Free concert at 1pm. UUCB.

December 11 Teotihuacan: City of 
Water, City of Fire Join us for a fine 
arts lecture with a docent from the de 
Young Museum, who will discuss the 
museum’s current exhibit featuring 
the art, architecture, and lore of one 
of Mexico’s most important heri-
tage sites, Teotihuacan. Kensington 
Library, 6pm. Free. 

December 15 Kensington Symphony 
Orchestra Brass performing at 
Sundar Shadi’s holiday display. Brass 
quartet/quintet performing holiday 
carols and more. 7-8pm, 7501 Moeser 
Lane, El Cerrito.

December 16 Beethoven Birthday 
Bash! Kensington Symphony Orches-
tra with Maestro Geoffrey Gallegos 
and acclaimed guest soprano Lisa 
Houston. 7:30pm. Adults $20, Seniors/
Students $15. Enjoy home-baked 
goods! Tickets at door or Kensington-
symphonyorchestra.org. UUCB.

December 17 Dr. Jeremy Taylor (see 
December 10). “Since There Is 
Always‘More Going on Than Meets 
the Eye,’ Curiosity Is the Most Impor-
tant Spiritual Energy We Have at our 
Disposal.” 9:30am. Free. UUCB.

December 17 Handel’s “Messiah” in 
a sing-along concert Live orchestra 
and soloists, conducted by Bryan 
Baker. Scores are available to borrow 
(deposit: ID or $10) or bring your own; 
limited scores for sale. UUCB, 6pm. 
$15 general, $10 students, available at 
door or through Brown Paper Tickets; 
all are welcome.

December 18 Memoir Group 10am, 
ACC. Free monthly memoir group 
led by Ruth Robinson in the Fireside 
Room.

December 18 Kensington Library 
Book Club Discussion of Our Souls 
at Night by Kent Haruf. Book Club 
meets on the 4th Monday of the 
month. 6:30pm. Free.

December 19 The North Pole 
Review The Fratello Marionettes 
return to the Kensington Library for a 
special holiday performance! For kids 
of all ages. 6:30pm. Free.

December 22 Bridge Night 6pm, ACC. 
Monthly potluck and bridge play at all 
levels for ACC’ers and new guests.

December 24 Christmas Eve Morning 
Jeans & Jammies Service. All ages 
worship in comfy clothes. 11am. Free. 
UUCB.

December 24 Christmas Eve Service 
5pm, ACC Family-oriented Christmas 
Service with carols and Nativity.

December 24 Christmas Eve Candle-
light Services. Family Service at 5pm 
and Lessons & Carols at 10pm. Free. 
UUCB.

January
January 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 Family Sto-

rytime. See December 5.
January 3 Kensington Unit of the 

League of Women Voters The swing-
ing ladies of the LWV will come 
down from the holidays at 1:15pm at 
28 Camelot Ct. 527-4240. Come hold 
your heads with us!

January 4 Women’s Fellowship Free to 
all who would like to join. 6pm, ACC.

January 4, 11, 18 & 25 Baby & Toddler 
Storytime See December 7.

January 7 Carolyn West, storyteller 
and director of Religious Education at 
Northbrae Community Church; pub-
lished poet and essayist; co-teacher of 
class on World Religions for Curious 
People. “Wisdom Traditions Respond 
to the Soul’s Human Cry.” 9:30am. 
Free. UUCB.

January 14 Merrin Clough, lifelong 
UU, Director of Family Ministry at 

UUCB; trained as an educator; hiker, 
seamstress and poet. “Searching 
Truth, Finding Purpose.” 9:30am. 
Free. UUCB.

January 15 Memoir Group 10am, ACC. 
Open to all.

January 20 Dr. Linda Rudolph on 
Health and Climate Change Dr. 
Linda Rudolph MD, MPH, is Director 
of the Center for Climate Change and 
Health at the Public Health Institute in 
Oakland. She will address the AAUW 
WCC on health and climate change, 
and the factoring of climate change 
into the work of public health agen-
cies.  Christ Lutheran Church, 780 
Ashbury St., El Cerrito. 10am. Free.

January 21 Hana Matt, teacher of 
world religions at GTU; author, 
spiritual director, and counselor. 
“Transforming Worry.” 9:30am. Free. 
UUCB.

January 22 Kensington Library Book 
Club Empire Falls by Richard Russo. 

Kensington Calendar
v 

Town  
Meetings 

KCC-Dec 4. Jan 8, Kensing-
ton Community Council 1st 
Mondays, 6:30pm. 525-0292

FKL-Dec 5, Friends of the 
Kensington Library, 6:30pm 
(at the Library) 1st Tuesdays

KPSC-Dec 11, Jan 8, Kens-
ington Public Safety Council 
Earthquake/Disaster Preparedness 
2nd Mondays, 6pm. 501-8165

KARO/ECHO-Amateur Radio 
Operators  2nd Mondays of 
odd months, 7:30pm. 524-9815

KFPD-Dec 13, Jan 10, 
Fire Protection District 2nd 
Wednesdays, 7pm. 527-8395 

KPPCSD-Dec 14, Jan 11, 
Police Protection and Commu-
nity Services District 2nd & 4th 
Thursdays 7:30pm. 526-4141

KIC- Kensington Improve-
ment Club 4th Mondays, 
7:30pm. 524-7514.

KMAC (Tent.)-Municipal 
Advisory Council  Last Tues. 
7pm. (Call Supe. Gioia’s office 
to confirm: 231-8691)

Kensington Farmers’ Market 
Live produce & live music every 
Sunday, 10am-2pm, Colusa Circle.

Kensington Community Center
59 Arlington Ave., Kensington 

6:30pm. Free.
January 26 Bridge Night 6pm, ACC. 

See December 22.
January 28 Hana Matt see January 21. 

“Overcoming Anxiety and Coming 
to Inner Peace and Effectiveness.” 
9:30am. Free. UUCB.

January 29 Kensington Library’s  
Digital Docent See December 4. 

December 2017/January 2018
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DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING
Deys: 610–4638 Evenings: 233–1848

JOHN DEY,
Owner

13 Years Experience

Excellent 
References

JohnCDey@Gmail.com

Page 10

The
Professional 

Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.
Our services range from consultation 

through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy 

for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510·549·3954 or 888·335·TREE

DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MAN-
AGEMENT for your additions, remodels and 
major upgrades by retired architect/builder. 
Also home repairs. Call Rob 510-717-4037 

EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL – Kensing-
ton References. Interior/Exterior. Senior Discounts.  
Reasonable rates. Free Estimate. Call Rafael at  
510-459-6431 or email: rafael.estrada@att.net 

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit .   
Sensible, lasting workmanship by 3rd gen-
erat ion f ine furni ture  maker,  Huttonio 
Brooks .  526 -4749 .  www.hu t ton io . com  

HOLIDAY FLOR A L A R R A NGEMENTS 
W hat bet te r way to feel pa r t  of the Hol i-
day Season than to g ive both yourself and 
you r loved ones a fes t ive f lora l  a r range -
ment. Call Judy at 510-525-7232 or email at: 
ant iquesdjou r@aol.com. Happy Hol idays! 

K ENSINGTON CONTR ACTOR –  K itch -
ens & baths, exper t home repai rs, paint ing,  
w a t e r p r o o f i n g .  R e l i a b l e .  L i c # 6 0 6 63 4 
Thomas Cunif f Const r uct ion 415-378-2007  

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience 
in home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, 
windows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, 
fencing. Framing through finish. Large or small 
jobs. Local resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051  

MIDDLE EASTERN CHEF ANI – web-
site: aniscatering.net for all occasions.Custom 
designed menus. Call for a free consultation: 
510-234-05349 or email atoroyan@prodigy.net 

 
ACCESS EXPERTISE IN TECHNOLOGY: 
Ask Liam! Draw on vast experience solv-
ing electronics troubles. A Kensington resi-
dent, I’ve been helping locals with services by 
appointment for years. Apple, Android, MS 
Windows; Wireless, Internet, Security, Phones, Tab-
lets…510-228-2280 AccessXpertise@gmail.com 

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. 
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood res-
toration, color consultation. License #721226. 
Kensington references. 655-9267 for free estimate. 

BR I DGE PA I N T I NG  pa i nt s  hou ses! 
Top quality, int /ext, A-1 prep. for lasting 
f inish, Sr. discount, fully ins., Lic. 639300, 
f ree est, see display ad inside. 232-3340 

COLLECTIONS OF U.S. & WORLD-
WIDE STAMPS & STAMP COLLECTIONS 
WANTED. Revenues & Locals. New & used. 
Smaller & larger quantities. Please contact to 
arrange a meeting and/or viewing. Call 510-
529-9033 or e-mail: donaldsellis@yahoo.com .  

COMPUTER COUR AGE was founded 
in Kensington and helps you in your home 
or off ice with any computer problems. Mac 
or PC, viruses, training, backup and more. 
(510) 525-2226 or info@computercourage. 

DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR - Kensington 
area resident with 40+ yrs experience in residential 
remodeling/renovation, specializing in handicap 
accessibility. New kitchen?  Add a second bath-
room? In-law unit addition? Lots of local references. 
Learn more at: Yelp or www.baywoodbuilding.
com/work.html - Call Robert at 510-798-5808 

:PERSONAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT - Excellent management and organizational 
skills. Dynamic professional woman - 51 years 
young - looking to work withgood people. Lives in 
Kensington. 510-679-3029  

PETER the PAINTER – Winter Special!  
Get a free estimate from a Kensington  
favorite.Int /Ext Lic. Ins. 510 575-3913 

PIANO LESSSONS for all ages and levels! Enjoy 
playing as you learn from pianist and award win-
ning composer, Nancie Kester: 510-524-1485. 
Free introductory lesson. Berk./Kens. border  

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Qual-
ity Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps 
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. 
Learn more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Con-
tact: nan@nanphelps.com or phone 528-8845. 

SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor 
since 1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall,  
interior or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626.
Senior discount.  Jim Allen  510-526-4399 

WINDOW CLEANING – 30 years in the 
biz. Homes or commercial. Free estimate. 
References available. Call Cathe at 510-
524-9185 or email: cathed@sbcglobal.net      
    
WINE COLLECTOR - Looking for prop-
erly stored wines. California Cabernets, French 
Bordeaux, Burgundies, Champagne and more. 
Please contact Daniel.  PH 510-273-2413. 
  

Classified Ads 

Elite Car Service
Long-term Kensington resident 
providing reliable and courteous 

transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports 

as well as transportation around town.

� Call Tim 
at 

(510) 926-0121
TCP: 28594

D . A . F L O W E R S  
& C O M PA N Y,  L L C

Comprehensive 
Personal Financial Planning 

& 
Investment Management

fee-only 
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®

Kensington Resident
(510) 868-2648

2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

www.daflowersandcompany.com

The Dan
Lynch
Company
Waterproofing • Decks • Doors
Windows • Repairs • Remodels

510-524-4044
www.danlynchco.com

License 
#867877

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

• Interior and exterior
• Waterproofing
• Renovation and restoration
• EPA certified painters
• All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

Joy to the World!
398 Colusa Avenue, Kensington     nanphelps.com 510-528-8815

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage  •  Remodels •  Additions
Leak Investigations

Property Purchase Inspections 

510.524.8058
www.IronwoodEngineering.com

License B444427

LICENSE #721226

AURORA 
PAINTING & DECORATING

Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

WATERPROOF COATINGS 

WOOD RESTORATION 

COLOR CONSULTATION 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

SENIOR DISCOUNT 

BONDED • INSURED 

KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

510 ·655 ·9267
www.aurora-painting.com

BRIDGE
PAINTING

Careful Preparation 
for a Lasting Finish!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Interior • Exterior

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340
Insured PL & PD • State Lic. #639300

YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED ALTERNATIVE 
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS.

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  TRASH REMOVAL
OVERGROWN VEGETATION CLEARING  •  QUALITY WORK

(510) 367-5695 
WWW.TRASHPATROL.COM

or dial 510
�

HAULING
4 2 8 - 5 4 6 4

Computers
tamed and tuned.

Setup & Repair • Business & Home
Great local references • We come to you

May Technology • maytc.com• 932-4021

Macs, PCs, 
iPads & more

The Outlook wishes  
everyone happy, safe, and 

no-stress holidays.
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Centennial Edition of 
Kensington Past and Present 
is now available!

The most cost-effective way to 
get the book is to join KIC ($5) 
and get the new book at the 
discounted fee of $10 —
special to members only 
until December 31.

To join the Kensington 
Improvement Club, email 
KICpost@gmail.com 
or call 510-524-7514.

The Perfect Holiday Gift!
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JAZZERCISE KENSINGTON
Jazzercise Kensington has moved to 

Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Avenue, Kensington.

Need to lose a little weight or 
strengthen your muscles for the new year? 

Start January 2nd with a free month and no processing fee. 
No money down—payment starts February 1st. 

See you in class! 
Any questions call Kevin at 510-486-2728.

Garden Party: Lots of Work, Huge Success

By Laura Heath
Parents, teachers, and com-

munity boosters showed up 
in force for the 34th annual 
Garden Party at the Berkeley 
Country Club on Novem-
ber 11 to raise money for 
the enrichment programs 
at Kensington Elementary 
School. Live music set the 
mood as guests marked their 
bids on silent auction items 
such as art projects made by 
Hilltop students, great get-
aways, photography sessions 
with local photographers, and 
fine art donated by Master-
works Fine Art.

 Later, guests raised their 
paddles in a show of fierce bidding for events like the annual Dads’ Club work party and 
a private tour at Pixar Studios. Matt Burnham, principal at Korematsu Middle School, 
played DJ to round out the evening. Amy Mullarkey chaired the event for the second year, 
KEF president Mary Shaughnessy, and countless school supporters worked behind the 
scenes to make it all happen. It was a fun, festive night, and one the kids of Kensington 
will thank us for!   

The freedom of driving, without the hassle. www.arriverides.com
(866) 626-9879

ARRIVE:  We handle the payment, so there's no need to carry cash! 

RELAX:  We phone the driver to let them know how to find you, and monitor 
the ride to ensure you're picked up as planned.

REQUEST:  When you're ready to ride, call our members-only concierge line and 
we'll send you a Lyft or an Uber immediately.

JOIN:  Sign up online or over the phone.

On-demand rides for people without smartphones.

w w w . K E N S I N GTO N F I N E FO O D S . c o m
285 Arlington Avenue (inside Young’s Market) •  526 -9858

KFF
Specialty Meats • Fish • Deli • Catering
Your local family source for natural, organic & sustainable.

Visit us to help plan & reserve your Holiday Feast!
Happy Holidays 

and our many thanks to our loyal customers.

Kensington Fine Foods

Tradition has it that Kensington seventh-graders circulate among the guests at the Garden Party, pass-
ing hors d’oeuvres and making sure everyone is comfortable. Photo by Doug Diego

Once the party started, the fun (and relief) can begin. Garden Party head Amy Mullarkey (left) hugs 
Mary Shaughnessy, who chairs the Kensington Enrichment Fund. Both women worked hard to put on a 
successful fundraiser. Photo by Doug Diego.
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Colusa Circle Halloween Harvest Festival a Huge Hit

By Karen Yencich
The Colusa Circle merchants and the Kensington Farmers’ Market celebrated their 

fourth annual Halloween Harvest Festival Sunday, October 29, which included the ever-
popular “Where’s the Witch” event, a Costume Parade, and the animal show. Everyone 
agreed it was the best one yet. “This felt the most together,” said Nan Phelps who has 
been involved with the event since the beginning. “Everyone was into it, and now it feels 
like a real, annual event that families look forward to.”

  The Circle merchants passed out over 175 maps for “Where’s the Witch.” In this fun 
game, kids receive a stamp when they find the witch at each merchant listed on the map. 
When the map is “all stamped-up,” they take it to Benchmark Pizzeria to collect a soft-
serve ice cream cone. In addition to games, treats, and toys at each location—including 
the now legendary obstacle course staged by The Fuse Fitness every year—realty com-
pany Zip Code East Bay, new to the Circle this year, upped the ante with face-painting. 
And as always, every kid in costume got a free pumpkin at the Kensington Farmers’ 
Market.

 Kensington police officers posed with the kids and also provided traffic control for 
the costume parade, now in its third year, as it wound around the Circle, led by honor-
ary Grand Marshall Tyrannosaurus Rex. Following the parade, families gathered at All photos by Nan Phelps Photography

the Farmers’ Market bandstand to bust a move with Halloween headliner, Iko Ya Ya, 
while they waited for the winners of the costume contest to be announced. Taking first 
place this year was a family tableau comprised of Evil Ringmaster Alex Tananbaum, 
Mel Dixon as Pirate, Kai Tananbaum as the Zombie Mermaid and Hockey Player Greg 
Tananbaum; second place went to Mary (Cristina Millado) and Her Little Lamb (daugh-
ter Isabella); and in third place, the Squid Family, Sean, Lilian and Libby Falese.  

Once again, Beth Phiminster and Kensington Vet Hospital hosted the annual pet cos-
tume contest as well as Tracy Hill’s hugely popular Fur, Scales and Tails animal show 
with its showstopper, Banana, the python and perennial scene-stealer, Browntown, a 
guinea pig who is quite the ham.

 One parent confided to Chris Hall, Kensington Farmers’ Market Manager, “This is how 
Halloween used to be. It wasn’t just about the candy, it was a family event.”

 Colusa Circle merchants participating in the event included Benchmark Pizzeria, 
Circle Salon, Colusa Market, The Fuse Fitness, Hiersoux Pottery, Kensington Circus 
Pub, Kensington Optometry, Kensington Vet Hospital, Nan Phelps Photography, and Zip 
Code East Bay.


