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The Kensington Educational Foundation’s 
Annual Garden Party was once again a 
memorable event. This year’s affair raised 
more money than any previous Garden 
Party over the past 23 years. KEF relies 
on the money raised at this event for more 
than half of its annual expenditures.

About 500 people attended, a few in 
tuxedos and evening gowns, others in 
more casual dress. The attendees were not 
only parents and exparents of Hilltop but 
also school alumni, local businesspeople, 
and other members of the community.

Guests enjoyed a lovely array of foods, 
much of it graciously served by middle 
school and highschool alumni of Hilltop 
School. The hors d’oeuvres, sandwiches, 
and desserts were created by Karen 
Shebek and Debbie Polito, assisted by 
Jeffery Douglas and Lisa Kirkby, who 
made the most outrageous éclairs. Their 
efforts were supplemented by those of 
many other parents. 

More than 400 items were offered 
in the silent auction. Some of the most 
spectacular were the works of art created 
by Hilltop students. The very talented 
Hilltop art teacher, Karla Clement, helped 
the students to produce some outstanding 
pieces. Some of the children’s paintings 
and ceramic art fetched high prices, as did 
the artwork donated by Alex Adelman, 
which included a work by Picasso that 
raised $6,200. Adelman, of Masterworks 
Fine Art, donates art each year, and this 
time his much-appreciated donations 
brought in over $12,000. Students created 

wonderful Christmas gift baskets, with 
names such as “Cal Bears,” “I Love 
Coffee, Tea & Chocolate,” “Parent’s 
Night Out,” and “Your Royal Highness.” 
Other offerings included vacations and 
spa treatments, art materials, an iPod, and 
enough additional items to fill three rooms. 
As people wandered around bidding on 
the auction items, they ate delicious food 
donated by guest chefs from Beauregard’s 
California Bistro, Hidden City Café, Larry 
LeFebvre of Kensington Fine Foods, 
Kim Cartmill of the Dinner Source, and 
Alexandra Eisler. Musical entertainment 
was provided by the Garden Party Jazz 
Ensemble: Frank Mercurio, Matt Willis, 
Cyril Guiraud, and Fred Hyer. 

Hilltop teachers hosted the friendly 
bar of sparkling champagne, wines, 
lemonade, and beer. After everyone 
was sated from the sumptuous walking 
banquet, a rousing live auction, hosted by 
Larry Polito and Tony Wise, introduced 

more wonderful items for bid, and bidding 
frenzies raised considerable money for 
the kids at Hilltop. The annual Dads’ 
Club work party raised $3,000. Two more 
bidders became the proud owners of two 
additional paintings from Masterworks 
Fine Art, bringing in $3,750, and a fierce 
bidding for a personally conducted tour 
of Pixar Studios for six children garnered 
a total of $10,000 when the sponsor 
provided winning tickets to both bidders 
at the end. 

Ruth Frassetto and the Grubb Company 
once again stepped forward to help 
Kensington fundraising, contributing 
to cover the cost of printing invitations, 
posters, and catalogs for the event. Other 
businesses that kindly contributed to 
this very successful evening included 
Kensington Bistro, Inn Kensington, 
Arlington Bakery, Arlington Wines, 
Kensington Circus Pub, Lola’s, 6 Degrees 
(on Solano), Edoko, Semifreddi’s, 

Espresso Subito, Trader Joe’s, Colusa 
Market, and Acme Bread, who all 
provided food and beverages for the event. 
The successful evening could not have 
happened without the 10 months of hard 
work donated by Catherine Mercurio, the 
KEF members, and many parents. Once 
again the Dads’ Club stepped up and did 
a lot of the setup for the event, provided 
uproarious entertainment during the 
live auction, and cleaned up after it was 
all over. The Dads’ Club was organized 
by co-presidents, Rodney Dunican and 
Stephen Godfrey, vice president Walt 
Gill, and parent Alan Steinheimer, who 
created and worked with other dads in 
the planning and implementation of the 
lighting for the event.

In charge of the auction solicitations 
were Debbie Reed, Barbara Wansick, 
Betsy Quayle, Elise Lusk, Jackie Lucas, 
Kate Bloomer, and Katherine Zapata. 
Basket donations and communications 
were handled by Beth Thomsen; data 
management by Peter Tait, Cynthia 
Capone, and Cherry Normington; event 
preparation and decoration Janet Curl, Tre 
Curran, Jenny Parks, Heidi Rosenthal, and 
Renee Hoyer-Nielson. Nette Barry did 
invaluable work organizing volunteers, 
among many other things. The finances 
were skillfully managed by Christy Wise 
and Marco Vanderlaan.

Kensington Education enriches the 
Hilltop environment in many ways, 
including funding art courses and 
programs, the science lab, the music and 
computer lab for primary grades, the 
important Read Naturally course, as well 
as contributing to the library and helping 
the faculty and staff—all programs that 
are not funded by the county.

A residence on Arlington Avenue was saved 
from total destruction due to the quick 
response of the fire department and the fact 
that it was only five houses away from the 
fire station. Five engines from Kensington, 
El Cerrito, and Albany responded, blocking 
Arlington Avenue in both directions. It 
was Veterans’ Day, so many people were 
at home, including children, who gathered 
around to watch. Firefighters quickly 
extinguished the fire, which had blown out 
the top-floor windows and was reaching up 
into the sky. Apparently the fire was started 
when the resident dropped a cigarette butt 
into a wastebasket. One neighbor said the 
fire was so fierce that if the fire department 
had not arrived when they did, the house 
would have burned down. No one was hurt.

Arlington 
Baking 
Company   
to close
Deborah Brown 
has owned and 
run the Arlington 
Baking Company 
for two years at 273 Arlington Ave. Recently the 
building’s owner declined to renew her lease, but her 
plans are to continue with everything else she has 
been doing. “I want to thank all my regular customers,” 
said Brown. “I have made a lot of lovely friends in 
Kensington, and I will miss them all.” She has been 
working with two very industrious part-timers, 
Marlee Fry and Loren O’Hanrahan, who are both 
students at El Cerrito High.

The Arlington Baking Company has been a regular 
participant at the Kensington Farmers’ Market, 
has offered free cookie decorating on each public 
holiday, and has made a lot of cakes and pastries for 
parties and special occasions. Last Christmas, Brown 
made many beautiful buche de Noel (Christmas logs) 
cakes for families in and around Kensington. She will 
continue with her custom orders, cookie parties for 
kids, the Farmers’ Market, and her cooking classes, 
which have been very successful. Brown can still be 
contacted at 528-2253 and orders can also be made at 
her Web site at www.arlingtonbakingcompany.com.

Most successful 
Garden Party ever

ELECTION 
RESULTS DELAYED
Latest absentee ballots change 

totals but not winners

The election for the three positions 
on the Kensington Police Protection 
and Community Services District 
Board is still uncertified. The first 
wait was for eight days while Contra 
Costa County counted the absentee 
and mail-in ballots. Of the five 
sitting board members, Ciara Wood 
decided not to run again, Paul Haxo 
and Joan Gallegos have another two 
years to serve, and Pat McLaughlin 
and Bruce Morrow were running 
for reelection. Newcomers Cindy 
Kimball, Danny Scher, and Bill 
Wright were also in the race. There 
has been only one contested election 
in the past 10 years, and that time the 
incumbents won easily. This election 
was more mainstream, with a public 
candidates’ forum conducted by 
KPOA and KIC, yard signs, ads in 
the Outlook, people campaigning 

outside the pharmacy and the school 
parking lot, and candidates walking 
the community, knocking on doors, 
and introducing themselves.

As of November 16, Morrow 
was defeated by 18 votes and 
Sher by 53. The election will be 
officially certified by December 
5th. The provisional numbers are: 
Bill Wright 1,410, Pat McLaughlin 
1,178, Cindy Kimball 1,043, Bruce 
Morrow 1,025, Danny Scher 990.

 The election was very cordial 
and respectful, with the exception 
of people out to stop Danny Scher 
from being elected. Yard signs 
promoting Scher were continually 
removed from yards, and a person 
distributed flyers into mailboxes (in 
itself a crime) which contained many 
untruths about Scher, his family, and 
the Outlook. The flyers may have 
unfairly influenced the election. The 
flyer accused members of the Scher 
household of being a nuisance and 
the cause of police visits. According 
to the police and the county, Scher 
has not once been a nuisance in 
Kensington, and police have never 
been called to his home.

Fire closes down Arlington
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letters

KPPCSD minutes

Editor–At a recent KPPCSD meeting, a 
suggestion was given to charge a fee for 
printouts of the minutes of the previous 
meeting or meetings. I am adamantly opposed 
to this idea. Kensingtonians already pay taxes 
for community service district services and 
getting minutes is certainly a service! Access 
to minutes from the previous meeting gives 
folks a chance to see what has transpired.

Gretchen L. Gillfillan, resident for 49 years

Editor’s note: A similar letter was sent to 
the KPPCSD Board, and in their November 
meeting they decided to place this on the 
agenda for possible action for the December 
minutes. General Manager Taylor said that 
due to the increased use of photocopies during 
this year, the copying contract has risen by 
$700. It was not clear how much of this rise 
is due to the public obtaining copies of public 
documents, and what percentage related to 
police and board usage. A suggestion was 
made that the public should be asked to 
contribute at the rate of 10¢ a page. Most of 
the requested documents are also available 
in the library, where the photocopy machine 
costs 15¢ a page.

September Fire Department stats

In September, the Kensington Fire 
Department responded to 22 incidents in 
Kensington. Half of these were for medical 
emergencies, and four were for assisting 
invalids and other residents. The others 
were for public service calls and for false 
alarms or people smelling smoke when no 
fire was found.

Police Department stats

October:  

Year-to-date:                        (last year) 
Homicides 0  (  0) 
Rapes 0 (  0)
Robberies 2 (  0)
Assaults 8 (  3)
Burglary—residence 20 (20)
Burglary—other 0 (  1)
Burglary—auto 26 (23)
Petty Theft 26  (40)
Grand Theft 14 (14)
Auto Theft 15 (23) 

These are the 10 categories that police 
departments use nationally to assess 
community crime. For the years 2001 
through 2004, the Kensington average score 
(per 1,000 residents) for these crimes was 
170. Neighboring communities averages 
over the same period were: 

Albany 346.8 El Cerrito 506.3 
Piedmont 154.2  Moraga 92.7 

Currently the national average is 327.2.

October 911 stats

Of the 43 calls answered: 
Under 10 seconds (the state 21
    performance standard) 
10–20 seconds   8 
Over 20 seconds 14 
Average ring time 17.9 seconds 
Average response time 
   since July 23rd 12.9 seconds
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Block captains then and now

In the past, a well-organized system of block 
captains would coordinate community 
involvement in disaster preparedness, 
Neighborhood Watch committees, and 
other local events. They usually had a list 
of phone numbers, and they knew where 
the elderly and infirm lived and would 
even look in on them from time to time, 
help with their shopping, and so on. 

Recently the block captains have become 
less organized, with fewer people taking 
on the role and less awareness of disaster 
preparedness, be it fire or earthquake. 
However, a few diligent people continue 
with the effort. They meet monthly for an 
hour in a Police Community Committee at 
the Community Center. The next meeting 
will be December 11 at 10 a.m. The 
meetings, open to everyone, are chaired by 
Interim Chief Brown Taylor and are usually 
attended by about 10 people. Although 
there is an agenda and a report from the 
Chief, the conversation is always friendly, 
informal, and informative. If you attend 
a meeting, don’t be surprised if you are 
asked to help organize your neighborhood, 
or at least talk to your neighbors.

Block captains sometimes organize a 
Neighborhood Watch group, a gathering 
on National Night Out, or just an email/
phone tree to keep people informed of 
emergencies. If you would like more 
information about setting up a group 
on your block, street, or neighborhood, 
you can get much helpful information 
by calling Officer Martinez at the police 
station: 526-4141.

Investigations 39
Alarms 15
Assists 6
Assist Other Agencies 8
Traffic 9
Accidents 7

Noise 2
Lost and Found 6
Casualties/illness 9
Sex and Drugs 1
Other 11
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The Kensington Community Council thanks 
all of the recent contributors to its annual fund 
drive. The generosity of community members 
provides critical support for Kensington’s 
recreation and education programs as well 
as the Kensington Outlook. If you would like 
to make a tax-deductible contribution, please 
send it to the 

Kensington Community Council 
59 Arlington Avenue • Kensington, CA 94707

Flush Fund
$500 and over

Hadley Grousbeck and Ben Williams

$100–$250
Dane and Pat Gillette
Gale Berkowitz and Paul Miller
Robert Doty and Cathy Garza
David and Connie Pyle

$51–$100
Celia Concus
Cameron and Leslie Moore

$1–$50
Paul Haxo and Kacey Clagett
Lettera Losekoot
Kim Morimoto and Conor Manton

Fall Fund Drive 2006

$251–$500
Margaret and Gregory Shean 

$100–$250
Dr Richard Bordow and Liz Kahlenberg
Carl and Lisa Brodsky
Frances Connick
Narsai M. David
Janet and Frank Forsburg
Walter and Gretchen Gillfillan
Clarissa Horowitz and Hans Johansen
Cynthia Kimball and Megan Hodges
Dr. Thomas and Kathleen Rice-Reed
Anonymous
Vivien Williamson and Dean Artis
Sally and Kit Woolsey

$50—$99
Nancy Bailey
James and Susan Bray
June and Earl Cheit
Marvin and Margaret Collins
Toshiko Koide-Cummins and David Cummins
Robert Doty and Cathy Garza
Mark Forney
Judy and Bruce Gorman
Joan and Richard Haber
L.R. and M.E. Hutchings
Melvin and June Kani
Sumner and Hermine Marshall
E.A. McDonald
Richard and Anna Morrish
Joan Mueller
Ellen Oliensis and John Shoptaw
James and Carol Patton
C.V. Peterson
Samuel Douglas Post
David and Connie Pyle
Kate Weese and Will Rogers
Beverly Jean Russell
Jacqueline Sheehy
Marlene Walters
James and Irene Watt

Up to $49
Helmut and Chinda Blaschczyk
Anonymous
Evan Appelman
Gloria Bayne
Helen and Edward Betts
Ted Blanckenburg
Marilyn Boxer
Elizabeth Brown
Agnes Chen
E.E. and Theo Collins
Frederick and Susan Connolly

Joan Connolly
Carolyn and Philip Cowan
B. J. Davis
Penny Dougherty
Deborah and Michael Feiler
Knute Fisher
Beverlee French
Victoria Galland
Violette and James Gallardo
Janet Geisselsoder
Dale Hagen
Vivian Hankin
Frances Hanna
Frank Holden and Chris Holmes
The-Wei and Tien-Hwa Hu
Peter and Julianne Hughes
Elizabeth Kelly
David Large
Eva Lundgren 
L.E. and Emily Mannion
Lester Manson
Lori Mazzera
P.L. Meader
Pat McLaughlin
Janet Messman
George Moore
Amin and Marnie Mufti
Tracy Ogden
Robert and Esther Oswalt
David and Linda Patterson
Andris and Dagnija Peterson
Tomasz Potworowski
J.F. and R.S. Ream
Eric Riess 
Karen Rosenbaum
Samuel Salkin and Frankie Whitman
Arno Schniewind
Nancy Sephton
Herbert and Marilyn Srebnik
Robert and Olive Shaner
Juliet Welch
Alan Siegel and Tracy Green
Betty Smelser
Shirley Lopez Smith
Gene Staus
Judith Good Stearns
Lynn Sullivan
Betty Thal
Carole Thomas
Robert and Cynthia Wantland
Franklin and Michal Zimring
Richard and Alice Davis
Waldeen and Winifred Buss
Gloria and Glenn Morrison
R.W. and C.E. Purdie
David Strauss
Gondica Strykers
Jeanine Augst
John Hannan
Lena Lema
Marvin Hugh Martin
Natalie Salsig
Douglas Stewart
Ellis and Joyce Wagenheim
Del and Betty Reynolds
Lawrence Alejandre and Sharon Hashimoto
Betty Grubb
Franklin and Chanya Huddle
John and Cynthia McAfee
Benno and M.H. Milmore
Francis and Yulia Motofuji
Thomas and Jacqueline Newcomb
Gillian Schon
John and Marie Smith
David and June Taylor
C.H. and Nancy Tempelis
John Watanabe
Hans and Kathy Zoller
Thomas and Joanne Gates
S. V. and Winifred Husain
Cathleen Magowan
Marvin and Mary Rosenberg
Philip and Ellen Siegelman

   Pet of the month        Bucky is a good-looking and well-mannered English 
spot with beautiful chestnut markings and a well-situated 
butterfly on his nose. He is a real show-off! Whereas his 
brother Buzz acts like a cat, Bucky is more like a dog. He 
follows along behind, plays tag and loves to run and jump. 
He loves attention and will bond quickly with a new family. 
He is seven months old, neutered, and has fastidious litter 
habits. Please contact RabbitEars, 303 Arlington Avenue 
(behind Ace Hardware), 525-6155.

Donations
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Neighborhood Notes
KPPCSD meeting date change
The next meeting of the Kensington 
Police Protection and Community Service 
District will be held on December 6th at 7 
p.m. in the Community Center. The date 
was changed because of the impending 
holidays. The meeting will include the 
swearing in of the new board members.

 Control your pooch
Despite the new 
signs that are 
displayed all 
around the 
K e n s i n g t o n 
Park, people 
continue to let 
their dogs run 
o f f - l e a s h , 
especially in the 
evenings. This 

has been the cause of several unhappy 
scares for children and adults and of the 
dogs leaving messes around for others to 
unexpectedly find. Please keep your dog on 
its leash. The Kensington police will now 
be monitoring the parks for off-leash dogs. 

Holiday luncheon
The Season of Light Holiday Boutique 
and Luncheon will be held on December 
2, at the Arlington Community Church, 
from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. There will be a 
sale of handmade boutique items, jewelry, 
baked goods, jams, jellies, hand-knitted 
items, and other gifts. The noontime lunch 
is $10, which includes performances by 
the Arlington Bell and Children’s Choir, 
and the church’s Youth Drama Group. 
Reservations 526-9146.

Thank you for your service
The day before Veteran’s Day, 

an anonymous person placed 
a beautiful red rose on the 

doorstep of a WWII veteran, with 
an unsigned note saying, “Thank 
you for your tremendous sacrifice 

in World War II.” The recipient would like 
to thank the donor. It meant a great deal to 
him. He too asked not to be named.

Looking for the chief
The ad hoc committee of the KPPCSD, 
which is responsible for organizing the 
process for finding a new chief of police 
and general manager, has identified two 
executive search firms from a field of five 
companies to conduct the search. Both 
firms will be interviewed by the board 
at a special meeting in mid December 
for selection of a finalist to conduct the 
executive search process. The two firms are 
Bob Murray and Associates of Roseville, 
California; and Ralph Andersen and 
Associates of Rocklin, California. Both 
companies have extensive experience with 
a wide variety of positions in communities 
throughout the country. The district board 
has authorized $25,000 for the executive 
search process.

Police action commendations
Officer Martinez is being officially 
commended for his exemplary 
performance in the management of an 
incident on Coventry Road that included 
apprehending masked males with 
weapons. The investigation determined 
that the males were engaged in a  prank 
and the weapons were replica air guns. 
Officers Stegman and Barrows are also 
being commended for their management of 
a runaway/missing juvenile. This incident 
had significant potential for a protracted 
“amber alert” application. Their actions 
were swift and professional.

Glasses for Guatemala 

Last month we reported that the Lions 
Club is collecting eyeglasses. Over the 
past 10 years, the doctors at Kensington 
Optometry have traveled almost annually 
to Guatemala, bringing hundreds of pairs 
of donated spectacles to people who would 
otherwise have no vision correction.

“Native residents travel on foot, 
sometimes for days, to receive urgently 
needed medical care,” said Russell 
Cotteral of Kensington Optometry 
“Patients leave with smiles and an 
improved quality of life.”

Donations of spectacles are tax 
deductible, and the doctors at Kensington 
Optometry welcome your donations of 
used, unwanted spectacles. They are 
located at 291 Arlington Avenue.

KMAC meeting date changes
Kensington Municipal Advisory Council 
(KMAC) usually meets on the last Thursday 
of each month, in the Community Center. 
But due to the holidays, there will be no 
December meeting, but there will be two 
in January, on the 2nd and 30th, at 7 p.m.

Sandbags for winter storms   
The KSD has arranged for over 9,000 
sandbags to be delivered to the parking 
lot below the community center. These 
are for residents to use to mitigate for any 
flooding that may occur this winter. The 
sandbags will also be used to protect the 
community center and other buildings in 
the park. These will be on a first-come 
basis and will be delivered to the Library/
Arlington Church parking lot on Friday, 
December 1st. The public is asked to limit 
the bags they take to five per household.

Christmas toy donations
The Richmond/El Cerrito Firefighters 
Toy Program is now in its 17th year. 
This wonderful program exists to collect 
and distribute new toys to economically 
disadvantaged children in West Contra 
Costa County. Run as a nonprofit 
organization, the firefighters provide 
toys to children aged 12 and under. They 
collect donations, toys, and cash at all area 
fire stations, including the Kensington 
Fire Station. The distribution is made, 
with the aid of the Richmond police, 
just before Christmas. The program also 
distributes food baskets so families can 
enjoy a holiday dinner. Sponsors include 
the Mechanics Bank, Target, the YMCA, 
Richmond Firefighters Local 188, and 
the Kensington Police Department. Each 
year they give children small bicycles, 
cases of toys, and an opportunity to meet 
Santa Claus. 

For many of these children, these are 
the only toys they receive for Christmas. 
If you would like to donate, you can 
bring new, unwrapped toys to the fire 
station at 217 Arlington Avenue or any 
other station in El Cerrito or Richmond. 
You can also make donations online at 
www.firefighterstoyprogram.org. For more 
information, call 307-8031.

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  8
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Community Education

  K  C  C  KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

                         Monday–Friday 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Esther Hill, Administrator, 525-0292
          To register for class:  Please call the office unless otherwise specified. Some classes have enrollment  
             limits; those registering will be notified if they cannot be enrolled.
Tennis court reservations:  Reservations are for weekends and holidays only; the earliest is for 9 a.m. 

Call Esther Hill (525-0292) for classes and tennis court reservation information.
Tennis court fees:  Kensington residents—$2/45-minute reservation (singles); non-residents—$5.

Community Center rental:  For information on renting the Community Center, call Helen Horowitz at the 
Kensington Police Protection and Community Services District, 526-4141.

A D U LT  C L A S S E S  L A S S E SL A S S E S   

Be Stress Free this Holiday Season:

The holiday season is one of the most stressful 
times of the year. In this class, you will learn 
how to gently and permanently let go of your 
stress by stimulating (tapping or holding) 
specific acupuncture points. 

This gentle yet potent process is deeply 
rooted in energy psychology and oriental 
medicine. For more information go to:
www.emotionalserentiy.com. Call or visit the 
KCC office to register. 
When: Tuesday, December 12, 7–8 p.m. 
Fees:  $35. Pre-registration is required. Contact  

Esther Hill at the KCC office at 525-0292 
to register and reserve your space.

Where: Kensington Community Center (KCC)
  59 Arlington Ave., in Room A in the
 Recreation Building (Building E)

   Start the New Year, Stress Free:

Learn how to gently and permanently let 
go of your stress by stimulating (tapping 

or holding) specific acupuncture points. 
This gentle yet potent process is deeply rooted 
in energy psychology and oriental medicine. 

For more information 
go to: www.emotional 
serenity.com
When: Thursday, Jan. 

11, 7–8 p.m.
Fee: $35. Pre-registra-

tion is required.  
Please contact 
Esther Hill at 
the KCC office 
at 525-0292 
to register and 
reserve your 
space.

Where: Room A in 
the Recreation 
Building at the 
Community
Center, 
(Building E)

59 Arlington Avenue, Building E (across the grassy field above the tennis courts in Kensington Park)   •   Kensington, CA 94707-1037   •   kccrec@yahoo.com

K  A  S  E  P  KENSINGTON AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

                            Monday–Friday 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Office hours: Esther Hill, Director (525-0292), 10 a.m.–3 p.m.   

Elma Conley, On-Site Supervisor (525-0292) during class hours 
Sandy Thacker, Curriculum Coordinator (482-1258)      

Sessions: The fall session of KASEP ends Friday, December 22. 
Winter session begins on Monday, January 8. 
Winter registration is Tuesday, December 5, starting at 6:45 p.m. 
for kindergarten families; 7:15 p.m. for families of 1st–6th grades.

Tennis

Instructor: Alex 
Brown (524-5495) 
In this class 
for students 
in grades 6, 
7, and 8, Alex Brown 
teaches the fundamentals
of tennis, including 
strokes, tactics, and sports-
manship. Classes consist 
of instruction, drills, and 
play,  and cont inue 
through the school year. 
Students must register by 
the month for one or two 
days a week.
When: Tues. and/or Thurs.

3:40–5:20 p.m.
Fees: (payable monthly):

       residents $10/class
        non-resident $11/class

Where: At the Kensington 
Tennis Courts 

Gymnastics

Instructors: Jean Jay and 
Judy Baker. 
For
more
information
call Judy Baker 
at 233-1833.
When:
  Morning Kindergartners: 
         11:45 a.m.–1 p.m.
Advanced Beginners, 
Grades 1–3: 
       2:30 p.m.–3:30 p.m.

Advanced Beginners,
Grades 4–6: 
       2:50 p.m.–3:50 p.m. 

Where:At the Community 
Center

   Start the New Year, Stress Free:

Learn how to gently and permanently let 
   Start the New Year, Stress Free:

Tennis

Alex Brown, USPTA tennis pro, offers 
classes to a minimum of four students. 
To register, call Brown at 524-5495.
When: Tuesday and Thursday, 9–10 a.m. 
Fees:   5 classes: $40 per resident/

$45 non-resident
Where: At the Tennis Courts 

(West court)
Hatha Yoga

Enjoy a hatha yoga practice to calm, restore, 
and revitalize, each Monday. Classic yoga 
postures and quiet attention to the nuance of 
movement help create a satisfying personal 
practice. This class draws on the instructor’s 
knowledge of dynamic yoga styles (such as 
Ashtanga and vinyasa) and subtly challenging 
yoga styles (like Iyengar, Integral, and Yin 
Yoga) to help students find their own perfect 
balance. Yoga postures, breathing techniques, 
and philosophy are covered. All levels of 
experience welcome.

Instructor Claire Lavery has been 
practicing and teaching yoga since 1988. She 
focuses on breathing, alignment, and adjust-
ment to help students 
enjoy the journey. To 
speak with Claire, call 
681-3077. To register, 
call 525-0292.
When: Monday,

6:15–7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, 
5:30–6:30 p.m.

Fees: Residents–
        $12 for drop-in. 

One-month pass 
       (4 classes) for $40. 

Nonresidents–
add 10% ($13.20/ 
class–$44 or $88 
for monthly pass)

Where: At the Recreation 
Building, Room A 
(Building E).

Kensington Community Council and the Friends 
of Kensington Library present

Eth-Noh-Tec 
Special Winter Holiday Performance and Party

Thursday, December 14, 7 p.m.

Kensington Community Center

Eth-Noh-Tec creates a magical experience combining 
storytelling, music, dance, and mime. Come join us for 

spellbinding stories uniting east and west, celebrating 
peace and understanding. Founded in 1982, Eth-Noh-

Tec is the combined performance chemistry of Robert 
Kikuchi-Yngojo and Nancy Wang.  

Please stop by for your free ticket at the Kensington Library 
before December 14. Library hours are: Monday–Tuesday, 

12–8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; Friday, 1–5 p.m.; and 
Saturday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Yoga for Health

Harmonize your body, mind, and spirit 
with basic yoga poses, correct body 
alignment, breathing techniques, and 
relaxation. Develop strength, f lex-
ibility, endurance, and grace. Therapeutic 

concerns such as wrist, knee, neck and 
back pain, and stress reduction will be 
addressed. No experience required. 
All ages welcome. Please bring a 

mat to class.
Instructor Nicole Becker, a registered Yoga 

teacher, trained in Anusara Yoga and has 
studied acupressure and Qi Gong. She strives 
to make each student feel cared for in his or 
her practice of yoga. For more information, 
contact Nicole at 527-6443. To register call 
525-0292.
When: Tuesday 9:15–10:15 a.m.
Fees:   Residents $12 for drop-in, 

$40/4 weeks (1 class/week), 
$80/4 weeks (2 classes/week) 
Nonresidents add 10%
($13.20/class; $44 or $88)

Where: At the Community Center

at 233-1833.

Judy Baker. 

information
call Judy Baker 
at 233-1833.

OUNCIL

of Kensington Library present

storytelling, music, dance, and mime. Come join us for 
spellbinding stories uniting east and west, celebrating 
peace and understanding. Founded in 1982, Eth-Noh-

Tec is the combined performance chemistry of Robert 
Kikuchi-Yngojo and Nancy Wang.  

Please stop by for your free ticket at the Kensington Library 
before December 14. Library hours are: Monday–Tuesday, 

12–8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; Friday, 1–5 p.m.; and 
Saturday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

focuses on breathing, alignment, and adjust-
ment to help students 
enjoy the journey. To 
speak with Claire, call 
681-3077. To register, 

One-month pass 
       (4 classes) for $40. 

add 10% ($13.20/ 
class–$44 or $88 
for monthly pass)

At the Recreation 
Building, Room A 

ment to help students 
enjoy the journey. To 
speak with Claire, call 
681-3077. To register, 

       (4 classes) for $40. 

add 10% ($13.20/ 
class–$44 or $88 
for monthly pass)

At the Recreation 
Building, Room A 

of Kensington Library present

storytelling, music, dance, and mime. Come join us for 
spellbinding stories uniting east and west, celebrating 
peace and understanding. Founded in 1982, Eth-Noh-

Tec is the combined performance chemistry of Robert 
Kikuchi-Yngojo and Nancy Wang.  

Please stop by for your free ticket at the Kensington Library 
before December 14. Library hours are: Monday–Tuesday, 

12–8 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; Friday, 1–5 p.m.; and 
Saturday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.
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Two days to recycle e-waste 
The Community Service District has 
arranged for two days of collection of 
electronic waste to keep your hazardous 
“e-waste” out of landfills. This includes 
computers, monitors, televisions, stereos, 
VCRs, copiers, fax machines, and 
answering machines. Universal Waste 
Management of Oakland will coordinate 
the pick-up events and will staff and equip 
the loading and hauling. A flyer will be 
sent to Kensington residents giving details. 
The staffing for the event will be done by 
volunteers from the community, including 
the neighborhood watch groups. To 
volunteer for this important project, please 
call 526-4141. The drop-off days will be 
Saturday, January 27th, and April 28, 2007 
at the Kensington Library parking lot. 

Cards for a cause

The students at Hilltop School have not 
forgotten their friends in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, who suffered so much from 
Hurricane Katrina over a year ago. This 
year the children have produced a series of 
beautiful cards, as they did last year. They 
are ideal for Christmas and other occasions. 
The kids are selling them through the 
school and by volunteering their time at 
the Sunday Farmers’ Market.

Kensingtonian author publishes 
Author  and 
K e n s i n g t o n 
resident Brad 
Marshland has 
just published a 
new fantasy 
novel called 
The  Imagicators.     
The book is for 
readers 10 years 
old and over. 

It’s an epic 
adventure of 
dreams, nightmares, and humor, about 
taking personal responsibility. 

To save the world two youngsters must 
discover their own power to imagicate. 
“If you can imagine it fully, completely, 
down to the last grain of sand, then it will 
become. That is the magic in imagication,” 
writes Marshland.

Author Brad Marshland says he never 
really wanted to grow up, but he managed 
to go from Kensington Elementary and 
Kennedy High School to Harvard. He 
imagined he would be a writer, and so he 
became one. 

Find out more at his Web site at www.
imagicators.bradmarshland.com.

New! Story Times for Babies and Toddlers at the Library

The Kensington Library is introducing a new series of weekly 
story times starting Thursday, January 11, at 10:30 a.m. Babies and 
toddlers, along with their parents or caregivers, will enjoy hearing 
stories read, singing songs, and participating in fun finger plays 
and rhymes. The free story times will last 20 to 25 minutes and are 
designed with the younger set in mind, so come join the fun! The 
sessions will run for six weeks, with a two-week break between 

sessions, and will include stories about mice, gorillas, counting, colors, and more! 
Mary French, library assistant, will be leading the story times, and she looks 
forward to meeting you. No registration required. Flyers are available at the 
Kensington Library with exact dates, or at http://ccclib.org/programs/ken.html.

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  4

it shows
When you love your workout, results come easy.

JAZZERCISE FITNESS CENTER
10837 San Pablo Avenue

El Cerrito, CA 94530  •  510 · 965 · 1264
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Welcome to 
the first of 
what will 
be regular 
columns I’ll 
be writing for 

theOutlook on county issues of interest 
to Kensington residents. I’m excited 
by the opportunity to touch base 
with one of the most impressively 
community-run areas in the county. 
Even though, as an unincorporated 
community, Kensington is largely 
governed by the county, in many 
important areas it’s self-governed, 
thanks to a hardworking network 
of local organizations and special 
districts, run mostly by volunteers. 
I’ve enjoyed a productive history of 
working with them. 

Kensington is a wonderful example 
of governance by teamwork between 
the county and the community. 

In this column, I’ll elaborate on 
various county matters relevant 
to Kensington. I’m also open to 
suggestions, ideas, and answering 
your questions. Contact my office at 
374-3231 or via email at dist1@bos.
cccounty.us.

You can also visit www.co.contra-
costa.ca.us/depart/dis1.

Let’s start with Doctor’s Medical 
Center in San Pablo, which you’ve 
probably heard, seen, or read about 
in the media these past months. I 
also talked about it at the recent town 
hall meeting. It’s a situation worth 
watching, since Doctor’s is one 
of two hospitals used for medical 
emergencies in Kensington. The 
other is Kaiser Richmond. 

Faced with an escalating budget 
shortfall, Doctor’s last month 
declared bankruptcy, cut services, 
and faced closure. 

The hospital formerly known as 
Brookside is owned and operated by 
the West Contra Costa Healthcare 
District, a public agency (with an 
elected board) covering all of West 
County, from Crockett to Kensington. 

A 2004 study by Contra Costa 
County Health Services concluded 
that the closure of Doctors’ would 
quickly overwhelm Kaiser, leading 
to extraordinary treatment delays. 
Also, ambulances would be diverted 
to other hospitals, such as Alta Bates 
in Berkeley, subjecting patients to 
longer ambulance transport times. 

The closure of Doctors’ Hospital 
would also decrease the region’s 
intensive care unit (ICU) capacity, 
which is already insufficient.

Doctor’s closing is not a situation I 
want for West County. 

Since the drastic news, I’ve worked 
hard with a team of healthcare leaders 
to develop a lasting solution to keeping 
the hospital open. 

And we’re almost there. 
We’ve come up with a plan where 

the County Health Department will 
team with the Healthcare District to 
run the hospital. 

Under this plan, which is making 
good progress in the official approval 
pipeline, the county and the district 
will establish a Joint Management 
Board, with the county having 
majority representation. This new 
board, of which I will be a member, 
will be responsible for making future 
decisions over hospital operations. 

The finances are complex, but 
basically the county will advance 
$10 million to the hospital, which 
will receive an additional $10 million 
grant from the federal government. 
This cash infusion will prevent 
closure. The county will be paid back 
through the district’s property tax 
revenue over the next three years. 

At the same time, the county, 
Doctor’s, and the new Joint 
Management Board will immediately 
work on restructuring hospital 
operations with a viable financing 
strategy. At this point I’m optimistic 
this plan will be approved, giving the 
hospital a solid future. It’s a relief for 
all of us West County residents to 
have medical care close by.  

From County Supervisor John Gioia
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 KensingtonS at u r d ay,  D e ce m b e r  2

Seasons of Light: Holiday 
Boutique and Luncheon 
with Aesop’s Fables of Peace, 
Children’s Choir, and Handbells. 
11 a.m.–2:30 p.m. $10. 
Arlington Community Church, 
52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146. 

Healing Circle for Animals with Delphine 
Hano. 4–5 p.m. $25, with portion to local animal 
rescue, RabbitEars, 303 Arlington Ave. 525-6155.

S u n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  3

Personal Theology: Anna Matt talks on the 
Divine Feminine in the World’s Religions. Part 1: 
Indigenous Religions, Hinduism, and Buddhism. 
9:30–10:30 a.m. Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Meditation: Bodhisattva of Compassion. 
Suitable for everyone. Beginners welcome. 
10–11:30 a.m. Free. Ewam Choden Tibetan 
Buddhist Center, 254 Cambridge Ave. 798-8097.

Farmers’ Market, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Lonely Hearts Boys Club: neutered male 
bunnies, guinea pigs, rats, and hamsters looking 
for mates and homes before Christmas, 2–4 p.m. 
RabbitEars, 303 Arlington Ave. 525-6155.

Sing-along of the Messiah with orchestra. 
Scores available. $10. 6 p.m. Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302. 

M o n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  4

Beginning Computer Classes for Adults.
Based on students’ needs. Class is limited to 
3 students. Call to reserve a spot. 6–7 p.m. 
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043.

Bell Choir 7:45–9 p.m. Arlington Community 
Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146. 

Tu e s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  5

Arlington Children’s Choir, ages 12–16.
4–5:45 p.m. Arlington Community Church, 
52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146 

Acting and Voice Classes for Teens and 
Adults. 7:30–9 p.m. Arlington Community 
Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146. 

We d n e s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  6

KPPCSD meeting (Kensington Police 
Protection and Community Service District). 
The Community Center, 59 Arlington Ave. 

Chancel Choir, 7:30–9 p.m. Arlington 
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146. 

Th u r s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  7

Red Cross blood drive. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. UCB 
Fiji Fraternity, 2395 Piedmont Ave., Berkeley. 
Appointments: 415-531-8554. 

Acting and Voice Classes for Young People
(ages 10–16). 5:30–7 p.m., Arlington Community 
Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146.

Dance Company for Young People.
Ages 8–16, 6–7:30 p.m.; ages 16–106, 7:30–9 p.m. 
$40, Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington 
Ave. 526-9146. 

What is Your Story? 7:30 p.m. Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 
525-0302.

Ballroom Instruction and Circle 
Dances for Young People and Adults, 
7:30–9 p.m. Arlington Community 
Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146.

Fr i d ay,  D e ce m b e r  8

Bach B-Minor 
Mass (Bella 
Musica with 
Arlene Sagan), 
8 p.m. Arlington 
Community 
Church, 
52 Arlington 
Ave. 526-9146.

S at u r d ay,  D e ce m b e r  9

Young People’s Chamber Orchestra: Classical 
and holiday music played by young musicians 
ages 8–12. 3 p.m. Sponsored by the Friends of 
the Kensington Library. Kensington Library. 
61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043.

Teen and Tween Advisory Council. 11 a.m. 
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 524-304.

Family Story Time: Penguins, Polar Bears and 
Snow. Songs and stretches, and each child can 
make a waddling envelope penguin to take 
home. 11 a.m. El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton 
Ave. 526-7512.
D e c e m b e r
One on One Animal Communication,
with Delphine Hano, 5–6 p.m. $25. 
RabbitEars, 303 Arlington Ave. 525-6155.

Kensington Symphony.
Geoffrey Gallegos, 
conductor. Handel, Johann 
Strauss, Tchaikovsky, 
Telemann, others. 8 p.m. 
Donation: $15 general; 
$12 seniors; children free. 
Northminster Presbyterian 
Church, 545 Ashbury Ave., 
El Cerrito. 524-9912.

S u n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 0

Personal Theology: Anna Matt talks on the 
Divine Feminine in the World’s Religions. Part 2: 
Judaism. 9:30–10:30 a.m. See December 3.

Kensington 2nd Annual Holiday Craft Fair,
sponsored by Easy Going and Kensington 
Farmers’ Market. Free cider, holiday snacks and 
fun for the whole family, arts, crafts, music, food 
and author signings. More than 40 vendors. 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. Arlington and Amherst Aves. 
Info:kensingtonfm@yahoo.com

Farmers’ Market, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3.

M o n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 1

The East Bay Youth Band
celebrates its 6th anniversary 
featuring chamber group 
ensembles and a sing-a-
long. 7 p.m. Valley Center 
for the Performing Arts, 
Holy Names University, 
500 Mountain Blvd., 
Oakland. 444-4857.

Beginning Computer Classes. See December 4.

Bell Choir. See December 4.

Tu e s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 2

Network High School Choir from 
First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley sing songs 
for the holidays! 7 p.m. Kensington Library. 
61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043. 

Local author Neva Carpenter reads her book 
Harem Scarem in El Cerrito, a memoir of growing 
up in El Cerrito during the 1930s. 7 p.m. El Cerrito 
Library, 6510 Stockton Ave. 526-7512.

Arlington Children’s Choir and
Acting and Voice Classes. See December 5.

Th u r s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 4

Holiday Tree Trim. Easy crafts for children 
ages 4–10. Tree provided by the Friends of the 

Kensington Library. 3–5 p.m. Kensington 
Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043. 

Eth-Noh-Tec. A program of Asian 
American dance, music, theater 
and storytelling at the 

Kensington Community 
Center. 7 p.m. Sponsored by 

the KCC and the FKL. 
59 Arlington Ave. 

Sparks for Growth. 7:30 p.m. 
Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Acting and Voice Classes for Young 
People and Ballroom and Circle Dances.
See December 7.

Fr i d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 5

Kol Hadash Humanistic Judaism Pot-Luck Chanukah 
and Menorah Lighting, led by Rabbi Jay Heyman. 
6 p.m. Albany Community Center, 1249 Marin Ave. 
Potluck assignment and info. 428-1492.

S at u r d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 6 

Non-Anesthetic Teeth Cleaning for Cats 
and Dogs, 11 a.m.–4 p.m. $45. RabbitEars, 303 
Arlington Ave. Appointments, 525-6155. 

d e c e m b e r

Sagan), 

Kensington Library. 3–5 p.m. Kensington 
Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043. 

Eth-Noh-Tec
American dance, music, theater 
and storytelling at the 

Kensington Community 
Center. 7 p.m. Sponsored by 

the KCC and the FKL. 
59 Arlington Ave. 

Sparks for Growth
Unitarian Unive

Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 

Bach B-Minor 
 (Bella 

Musica with 

ages 4–10. Tree provided by the Friends of the 
Kensington Library. 3–5 p.m. Kensington 

Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 

Bach B-Minor 
 (Bella 

Musica with 

Kensington Library. 3–5 p.m. Kensington 
Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043. 

Eth-Noh-Tec
American dance, music, theater 
and storytelling at the 

Sparks for Growth
Unitarian Unive

Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.
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 Kensington calendar
S u n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 7

Personal Theology: Anna Matt talks on The 
Divine Feminine in the World’s Religions. Part 3: 
Christianity. 9:30-10:30 a.m. See December 3.

Holiday Pageant and Craft Party, Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 
525-0302.

Farmers’ Market 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3

M o n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 8

Beginning Computer Classes. See December 4.

Bell Choir. See December 4.

Tu e s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  1 9

Special Holiday Story Time with stories, treats 
and crafts. 7 p.m. Kensington Library. 
61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043.

Arlington Children’s Choir and

Acting and Voice Classes. See December 5.

Th u r s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  2 1

The Radiant Center: Spiritual practices for 
modern life, part 1. 7:30 p.m. Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Acting and Voice Classes for Young People and 
Ballroom and Circle Dances. See December 7.

S u n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  2 4

Personal Theology: Giving Birth to God, or 
What I Wish the Apostles Had Taught. 9:30–10:30 
a.m. Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 
1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Christmas Eve Pageant for All Ages: A Peace 
Unlike Any the World Has Ever Known. 3 p.m. 
Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 
526-9146.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. Family 
Service, 5 p.m.; Late Service, 10 p.m. Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 
525-0302.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3

Th u r s d ay,  D e ce m b e r  2 8

The Radiant Center, part 2. See December 21.

S u n d ay,  D e ce m b e r  3 1

Farmers’ Market closed for the holidays.

Personal Theology: Further Thoughts Toward 
a Unified Theory of Religion: The Idea of the 
Human. 9:30–10:30 a.m. Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3.

 j a n u a r y

Tu e s d ay,  J a n u a r y  2

KMAC meeting (Kensington Municipal Advisory 
Council). The Community Center, 59 Arlington 
Ave. 273-9926

Th u r s d ay,  J a n u a r y  4 

What is Your Story? 7:30 p.m. Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd., 525-0302.

Acting and Voice Classes for Young People and
Ballroom and Circle Dances. See December 7.

S u n d ay,  J a n u a r y  7

Personal Theology: Poet Sandra Gilbert: Modern 
Death, Millennial Mourning, and the Challenge 
of Grief. 9:30-10:30 a.m. Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Farmers’ Market, 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3.

M o n d ay,  J a n u a r y  8

School starts.

Local author Phyllis Taper discusses her novel, 
On Kelsey Creek. 7 p.m. Free. Kensington Library, 
61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043.

Beginning Computer Classes. See December 4.

Tu e s d ay,  J a n u a r y  9

Acting and Voice Classes.
See December 5.

Th u r s d ay,  J a n u a r y  1 1 

New! Story Time for Babies and 
Toddlers. Children attend with a 

parent or caregiver. No registration required. 
10:30 a.m. Free. Kensington Library, 
61 Arlington Ave., 524-3043.

Sparks for Growth. 7:30 p.m. Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 
525-0302.

Acting and Voice Classes for Young People and
Ballroom and Circle Dances. See December 7.

S at u r d ay,  J a n u a r y  1 3

Non-Anesthetic Teeth Cleaning for Cats 
and Dogs, 11 a.m.–4 p.m. $45. RabbitEars, 303 
Arlington Ave. Appointments, 525-6155. 

S u n d ay,  J a n u a r y  1 4

Personal Theology: Sterling Newberry talks on 
Learning the Power of Presence. 9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 
1 Lawson Rd, 525-0302.

Farmers’ Market 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3

Tu e s d ay,  J a n u a r y  1 6

Acting and Voice Classes See December 5.

Th u r s d ay,  J a n u a r y  1 8

The Radiant Center, part 3. See December 21.

Story Time. See January 11.

Acting and Voice Classes for Young People and
Ballroom and Circle Dances. See December 7.

S at u r d ay,  J a n u a r y  2 0

Winter Healing Circle for Animals, with 
Delphine Hano, using guided meditation. 6–7 
p.m. $35, with portion to local animal rescue. 
RabbitEars, 303 Arlington Ave. 525-6155. 

S u n d ay,  J a n u a r y  2 1

Personal Theology: Barbara McGraw discusses 
the founding fathers and the “right vs. left” 
religious cultural wars. 9:30–10:30 a.m. 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 
1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Farmers’ Market 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3.

M o n d ay,  J a n u a r y  2 2

Kensington Library
Book Club: Love in the 
Time of Cholera, by Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez. 7 p.m. 
Kensington Library, 
61 Arlington Ave. 
524-3043.

Beginning Computer 
Classes. See December 4.

Tu e s d ay,  J a n u a r y  2 3

Acting and Voice Classes. See December 5.

Th u r s d ay,  J a n u a r y  2 5

Unitarian Universalist Roots and Branches.
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley,
1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Story Time. See January 11.

Ballroom and Circle Dances. See December 7.

S u n d ay,  J a n u a r y  2 8

Personal Theology: with Barbara McGraw. The 
founding fathers and the “right vs. left” religious 
cultural wars. 9:30–10:30 a.m. Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.

Farmers’ Market,  10 a.m.–2 p.m.

Buddhist Meditation. See December 3.

M o n d ay,  J a n u a r y  2 9

Beginning Computer Classes. See December 4.

Tu e s d ay,  J a n u a r y  3 0

KMAC meeting (Kensington Municipal Advisory 
Council). The Community Center, 59 Arlington 
Ave. 273-9926

Acting and Voice Classes. See December 5.
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ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: Trouble shooter for hire. 
New computer? Odd errors? Print problems? 
Upgrades, repair, training, wireless, iPods. We 
come to you. Ruth/Eugene: 510-526-1209

ARLINGTON CHILDREN'S CHOIR is an East Bay 
children’s choir directed by Shanti Moorjani. 
Children, ages 8 to 14 rehearse once a week in 
Kensington. The musical training is comprehen-
sive with sight singing, ear training, vocal tech- 
niques, music theory, and a varied repertoire. If 
your child has a love of singing and a pleasant 
voice, this nurturing singing class may be right 
for your child. The beginning Level I rehearse 
on Wednesday afternoon. (Level II on Tuesday) 
Tuition is flexible. 843-7745. Discover the 
magic of singing. 

AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. Interior, 
exterior, waterproof coatings, wood restoration, 
color consultation. License #721226. Kensington 
references. 655-9267 for free estimate.

BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality, 
int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount, 
fully ins, Lic. 639300, free est., see display ad 
inside on page seven. 232-3340.

CLARK KELLEY’S CALIFORNIA GARDENS. All 
phases of landscape construction, plant 
design, irrigation and garden installation. 
Flagstone and brick patios. Local references 
License #534467. 869-2788.

COMPUTER COURAGE, based in Kensington, 
works with you in your home or office to help 
you:  solve computer problems; speed up 
your PC; purchase/set up new computers and 
electronics; set up backup, security, antivirus, 
and more.  PC and Mac supported.  10 years 
experience. Call (510) 525-2226 or e-mail 
adam@computercourage.com 

GRAPHIC DESIGN – Posters, business cards, 
newsletters, logos, etc. Great design, 
reasonable rates. Call Cathe @ 510-225-5215 

HOME REPAIR EXPERT. Fences, decks, carpentry, 
tile work, doors and locks, glass and windows, 
small electrical/plumbing jobs, odd jobs. Local 
references. Rick, 464-5934.

HOUSE PAINTING EXPERT Int/ext work. 20 yrs. 
of great Kensington references. Painted to last. 
Custom colors. Free est. Call Peter 575-3913.

KENSINGTON TAX CLINIC. Evan Appelman, 
Enrolled Agent. Authorized E-File Provider. 
Personalized service – reasonable rates.  
“We make house calls!”  526-8449

MASSAGE—Having neck, shoulder, or back pain? 
Massage makes a difference. Joan, CMT. 525-2750

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience in home 
remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, windows, 
cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, fencing. 
Framing through finish. Large or small jobs. 
Local resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051.

THE PAINT COMPANY. Highest quality work inside 
and out. Estimates and consultation are free. 
Many satisfied local references. Fully insured. 
License #515120. Call us today at 527-2673.

PAULA’S PET CARE. Vacation/daily pet care. 
Bonded, insured, reliable. Experienced. 558-9191

PIANO LESSONS–Joyce Todd McBride–Over 20 
years experience. All ages, levels. Beginners 
welcome! 3 blocks from Hilltop School. Member 
MTAC, M.A. Mills College. Call 510-548-3111

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR. Memoirs, family history, 
fiction, articles, dissertations, newsletters. 
Words Into Print. Kate Gilpin. 236-8544

PROFESSIONAL HANDYMAN paints, repairs, fences, 
minor plumbing and electrical. 510-672-1679.

QUALITY GARDENING—Maintenance, Clean- up, 
Aesthetic Pruning, Planting, Irrigation, Organic 
Practices. 13 yrs in East Bay. Local refs, free 
estimates. Green’s Gardens—510-593-3490.

RENE’S HAULING—All types of hauling and 
yard work. Free estimate. Specializing in the 
Kensington area. Call: Cell (510) 367-5695 or 
(510) HAULING (428-5464)

SUNSET WINDOWS & GUTTER CLEANING  
and repairs. Jim (510) 393-8929 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE – Enjoy the comfort of 
a luxurious massage in your home. 12 years 
experience. Kensington references. Call Judy at 
415-317-0400

TILE – MARBLE – STONE – CUSTOM WOODWORK 
30 yrs+exp.  Kitchen – bath – entry – patio 
- remodel - landscape – local – portfolio – refs.  
Roger L.  510-717-0970

TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL AWAY SERVICE:  
Will pick up, clean out, recycle, deliver most 
anything, anytime. Call Leslie 235-0122.

VACATION BEACH HOUSE Big island of Hawaii, 
North Kona Coast. Lovely 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
ocean/mountain views, owned by Kensington 
residents. 527-2009 www.halelea.com

VOICE LESSONS—DISCOVER YOUR VOICE Joyce 
Todd McBride welcomes all levels, styles. 
Breathing, posture, nerves, vocal strength.   
20 years experience teaching, performing, 
recording.  MTAC, M.A., call 510-548-3111

WATERPROOFING PROFESSIONAL for Decks—
Doors—Windows. Installation—Repair—
Remodel. 30 Year Resident. The Dan Lynch 
Company Inc. Lic.#867877,  524-4044.

WINDOW CLEANING: Homes or commercial. 
Free estimate. References available. Call Cathe 
at 510-524-9185.

Kensington Outlook Classified

Classified ad forms are available online at    
www.kensingtonoutlook.com at the bottom of 
the page. Ads are $6 a line with a minimum of  
2 lines at $12. A line consists of 45 spaces or 
characters. Deadline for classified ads is the    
8th of the month prior to publication. Payment 
must be made prior to publication. Mail ad 
copy with check made payable to KCC to:

Kensington Outlook Classified 
18 Kingston Road   •   Kensington, CA 94707

From the case files of the KPD  
This report is based on the many reports in the police logs of the Kensington Police Department.  
The Outloook is solely responsible for the writing and editing of this report.

Events in October

Classified Advertising

Someone reported a suspicious 
person standing around a 
house on Lake Ave. The 
police determined that 
the man was part of a 
construction crew waiting for 
a tardy contractor who was due 
to start working on the home.

An elderly gentleman was 
reported missing from his 
home on Kingston Rd. He had driven 
off in the family car and was later located 
visiting friends in Turlock.

A solicitor selling magazine subscriptions 
was found to be without a permit. After talking 
with police, he decided to leave the area.

A 1989 Cadillac with Nevada plates 
and expired registration was towed and 
impounded from Arlington Ave. The owner 
was not located.

A Volvo hit another Volvo on Arlington 
Ave. Neither Volvo was very violated and the 
owners declined to file an accident report.

A man loaned two handguns, a .45 and a 
.22 revolver, to a friend. When the owner 
came to collect them, the borrower said he 
had misplaced them. The police reminded 
the person how serious it is to lose track of 
the locations of weapons. The guns have not 
been reported as found.

Someone discovered that their registration 
tags were missing when they picked up their 
car from a three-week stay at a body shop in 
Richmond.

A resident on Cambridge Ave. called the 
police about religious proselytizers who came 
to their home to spread the word. The police 
explained that trying to convert sinners is not 
a crime.

An elderly woman mistook her gas pedal 
for her brake, hit another car, jumped a curb, 
crossed a garden, and ran into a garage door. 
The police suggested it might be time for her 
to stop driving and suggested retesting by 
the DMV.

Someone living on Colusa Circle 
discovered charges on their credit card that 
they could not account for. Some of the 
purchases, totaling over $1,000, were made at 
a Wal-Mart in Mexico.

Someone called the police and reported that 
she smelled her caretaker smoking. It turned 
out to be her car that was smoking, and the 
smell was from burnt coolant.

The fire department and police responded to 
a call about a Highland Blvd. man who was 
so drunk he could not get into his own home. 
Police helped the inebriate inside.

Someone on Coventry Rd. set off their fire 
alarm, which summoned the authorities. The 
cause of the alarm was discovered to be burnt 
bacon. The fire department stayed until the 
smoke cleared. 

A driver, stopped on Arlington Ave., was 
found to have a suspended license. She was 
also found to have an arrest warrant for 
prostitution. She is not driving or walking the 
streets anymore.

Police were called to do a welfare check on 
a woman who overslept when she was meant 
to drive her friend to the airport. She was fine, 
but the friend probably missed the flight.

Members of a church noticed that a regular 
attendee was missing on Sunday and asked 
the police to check on her. It turns out she 
had decided to disconnect her phone and stay 
home to watch a baseball game.

Someone backed into a brand new car while 
parking on Berkeley Park Blvd. The owner of 
the slightly damaged car shouted at the driver, 
who ignored the yells and went shopping at 
the Colusa Market. When police asked the 
driver why he had walked away, he claimed 
to be unaware of the accident and the shouts.

Someone broke into the collection box at a 
church on Lawson Rd. It was unclear if there 
was anything in there to steal. 





































Police were called by a neighbor 
to a home on Cambridge Ave. 

The caller thought a 
mother and child were 
arguing. When police 

arrived, they found the 
mother reading a book and the 
daughter having an argument 
with someone over the phone.

Someone complained to 
the police that they had seen children 

throwing pinecones at the school fence.
A person called the police because a dog 

was being kicked at a house on Kingston Rd. 
The kicker explained to the police that he was 
kicking the dog because he lost his temper when 
he could not find the insoles to his sneakers.

An Arlington Ave. resident complained that 
their neighbor was photographing them. This 
is an ongoing situation between these people. 
The police explained it was not a crime to 
take photos, and it may be time to talk with 
attorneys.

An eighty-four-year-old resident hit two 
cars while maneuvering her automobile near 
her home. Her license was suspended until 
she can get herself retested by the DMV.

A car was stopped for speeding on 
Arlington Ave. The driver was found to have 
had his license suspended for the last four 
years. The car was towed, the man walked.

A police sergeant saw a couple running 
from a parked car. When the officer stopped 
them, the man was found to be in possession 
of methamphetamine. The woman driver, who 
had no license or insurance, asked for her car 
back, but it was impounded.

A Kensington resident reported being 
a victim of an attempted kidnapping in 
Berkeley. Two men had tried to force her 
into a parked car. She bit one of them and 
managed to make her escape. The Berkeley 
police were immediately informed of the 
men’s descriptions.

A resident of Yale Ave. found partially burnt 
newspapers in their yard next to a public 
footpath. The reason for their being there was 
unknown.

A resident on Ardmore Rd. complained of 
loud music emanating from a neighbor’s open 
windows. The cause of the commotion was 
two children having piano lessons.

Two people snoozing in their car on 
Highgate Rd. were surprised when a would-
be thief tried to break into their car. By the 
time the police arrived, the people were wide 
awake, and the criminal was gone.

A man was thought to be suspicious after 
being seen driving slowly up Purdue Ave. 
at six a.m. It may be he was delivering 
newspapers.

A baby stroller, left at the Community 
Center after the KCC Parade, was taken to the 
police station by a Good Samaritan.

The Kensington police departments 
unmarked car was struck by a hit-and-run 
driver. The accident broke a mirror. The car 
was unattended at the time.

A driver blinded by the sun while driving 
on Kensington Road hit a pedestrian who was 
ascertained not to be seriously hurt by medics 
from the attending fire truck.

Someone left a bag with a $1500 Macintosh 
laptop computer at the Community Center. 
When they returned to look for it, it was gone.

































HOUSE CLEANING
Professional Touch

Free Estimates
Excellent Work

Reasonable Prices

Good References Available
Wania Vieira   • 510·524·7787




